


sorts to indiscriminate
shooting whenever it feels
the need was provided by
the New Year's Day incident
on the South Armagh border.

Paratroopers, allegedly
out to ambush 'infiltrators!'
from the Republic, ended up
shooting each other in the
dark, Two were killed.

The implications of this
latest fiasco are another
open scandal.

They rank in outrage with
the long series of reports,
official and otherwise,
which have proved system—
atic torture and brutality
by the occupying forces and
the police state run by the
local Orange capitalist
bigots.

It confirms all that has
been suspected from a large
nunber of previous incidents
where innocent people have
been shot down in cold
blood by the British army.

The official explanation
is always that 'an unfort-
unate mistake' took place
due to people acting in a
'suspicious manner!'.,

The most notorious rec-
ent case was when a youth
who had informed the
authorities about an arms
cache he had found in a
churchyard, went back
thare to see what was hap-
pening only to be shot
dead in broad daylight by
waiting British troops.

Now the trigger—happy
professional killers have
mown each other down.

It proves that the sol-
diers could not care less
what they shoot at when on
ambushes or night patrol.

It confirms the fascist
mentality that inevitably
develops among such an
army of occupation,

The troops quickly learn
to hate all the Irish,
without exception.

The general hostility to
them by the majority of the
nationalist-minded or class
conscious Irish on justified
political grounds, is quickly
turned into a racial issue
by the brutalised and simple
military mind.

The 'Micks' are seen as
responsible for the dis-
confort, danger, fear, and
loathing which grip the
troops when their turn for
another three-month tour
of duty in the occupied
zcne comes round again.

If the paras were in
such a frame of mind to
blast anything, even each
other, that moved on this
New Year's night, what
would have been the fate
of any innocent Irish civ-~
ilians who might have been
in the vicinity.?"

Clearly they would have
been shot down without a
moment's hesitation or

Zthought, and cynically added

to the ever-growing list of
'accidental shootings due
to mistaken identity'.

The authorities may now
try to patch up some 'in-
quiry' or other, possibly
taking the line that on New
Year's Eve, some of the
soldiers had taken a little
more to drink than normally
pernitted when they go out
on night patrol.

But such excuses evade
the real question: What are
the British military doing
occupying a country where
they are hated, not wanted,
and getting nowhere in
their attempts to terrcrise
the natives into submission.

The answer is they are
propping up a bankrupt
social, political and econ~
omic system, capitalism,
whose ruling class is so
deep in crisis that it must
resort to armed dictatorship
in at least that corner of
the British Isles to main-
tain its power.

It tried the same tactics
all over Ireland in an
earlier economic crisis
this century, - the period
of the 1914-1918 war and
the Dublin Easter Rising.

In the subsequent war
of national liberation,
the IRA could not be de-
feated despite all the
brutality of the Black and
Tans.

The Irish were cheated
from full victory in that
war by the trick of partit-
ion,

But with the return of
the capitalist system to
incurable slump and in-
flationary crisis, even
that religious gimmick is
collapsing,

It is capitalism that is
bankrupt, whether protest-
ant or catholic. Irish
national aspira.tions can
no longer be satisfied by
it, in Dublin or in Belfast,

A1]1 workers now have only
one future - the socialist
revolution.

3. December 4,1980
(Bulletin 66)

The Irish republican hung-
er strikers' 'fast unto
death', - the seven men in
‘Long Kesh concentration camp
now being joined by three
women held in Armagh gaol, -
—has helped spark off the
biggest demonstrations ever
seen against continued Brit-
ish rule of the occupied
north of Ireland.

Despite the constant
threat of rightwing terror
reprisals from the sick fas-
cist minds of the 'loyalist!
fanatics ox the professional
killers of the British ammy's
secret counter-revolutionary
arm, the SAS,-nearly 50,000
republicans marched through

Belfast at the weekend, out
of & population in the city
of 1little more than four"
times that. (It is the equ-
ivalent, in terms of the pop-
ulation of London, for ex-
anple, of a street demon-
stration by no less than

2 mlliion workers down Ox-
ford Street).

Despite all the frenetic
propaganda lies of the Brit-
ish military dictatorship
and the collaborationist
bourgeoisie in the north of
Ireland (and many in the
South, tco), the republican
movement is just the oppos-
ite of 'dying', and 'losing
support fast'.

On the contrary, the IRA,-
in the absence of a revolut-
ionary socialist alternative,
—1is currently carrying more
of the nationalist and soc-
ialist aspirations of the
Irish masses than ever before.

In spite of its incorrect
terrorist methods against
non-military targets,- the
IRA's legitimate fight against
British ammy occupation and
the local Orange order capit-
alist dictatorship is winning
enough support among the re-
publican masses to make its
long-promised ‘'wiping out?
by the military, the RUC,
and the loyalist gangsters
an impossible task.

So just as in Egypt, Cypr-
us, Aden, and other colonies
before it, the Irish struggle
for independence, however
brutally repressed, is prov-
ing impossible to defeat.

The military occupation
can kick down as many doors
in the early hours of the
morning as it likes, murder
as many innocent people as
it likes, falsely convict
them at drumhead courts and
detain them by the thousand
in concentration campa, but
the Irish national liberation
atruggle will go on.

The endless propaganda
liese about the British occ-
upation, the torture and the
other barbaric illegalities
of the decaying imperialist
regime, the lopsided attem-
pts to prop up the bankrupt
capitalist economy, - all of
this is marking the terminal
crisis of the British ruling
class rather than the ‘el-
iminating' of the IRA.

The new surge in the mass
movement of resistance, sig-
nalled by the hunger strik-
ers and their huge support
marches in every part of
Ireland, brings the fresh
intrigues and tinitiatives'
of the new Tory @Bovernment
to a complete halt. ‘

It could mark the beginn-
ing of the end of British
domination of Ireland for
all time.

For the huge march in
Dublin . & few days ago in
support of the same hunger
strikers shows that the ec-
onomic, social and political
developments which are bring-

ing to a head the revolt ag-
ainst British rule . in the
north, are Jjust as inimical
to the rule of the 'Green
Tories' - the British ruling
class's loyal henchmen - in
the South.

Increasingly, because of
the capitalist world crisis,
the appeal of the movement
for Irish self-determination
has to be towards a social-
ist solution.

The reactionary Catholic/
capitalist ideclogy of the
IRA has come under increas-
ing pressure over the years
from the movement's spont-
aneous, embryonic revolut-
ionary socialist tendencies.

The heroic message of the
Long Kesh hunger strikers,
smuggled out to the Guardian
newspaper, shows the same
signs.

Written on a 2-inch square
scrap of tissue paper, the
declaration calls on the
"conscientious people of
England....to divert the Gov-
ernment from its present ig-
noble course."

Referring to the campaign
by the blanket-men for pol-
itical prisoner status, the
statement says:

"The vanity of a bankrupt
Tory Government dictates
that rather than lose face
on the H-Block issue, the
seven H-Block hunger strik-
ers must die.

"0f course, vanity is but
one of the reasons that the
Government refuses to grant
political status to us. It
is now generally accepted
that the H-Block confliect is
a manifestation of thes ov-
erall conflict in Ireland.
Furthermore, it is apparent
that the Government is re-
luctant to antagonise Loy-
alist Ulster, preferring
and preparing to follow the
traditional path of putting
down the nationalist popul-
ation.

"The paradox of the entire
issue is that the stability
of continued British rule in
Ireland rotates around the
Government's assertion that
we are criminals., The stru-
ggle for Irish sovereignty
and self-determination in
which we were willing partic-
ipants, cannot ever be cons-
idered as criminal."

The message concludes:

"Our appeal is the appeal
of the condemned. But cond-
emned as we are, our condem-
nation is because we value
freedam, justice and truth.
We know that the working
class people of England have
the same values, and we pray
that they defend them."

It follows the moving
brief interview Granada TV
were allowed to film with
Ray McCartney, one of the
young men hunger-striking
to death in Long Kesh, and
clearly affected by the occ—
asion and the already five-
week-long ordeal. In his
one-quastion interview, he



managed to say:

"The whole system in
northern Ireland, the sp-
ecial arrest system, the
special court system, has
proved to us beyond any
shadow of doubt that we
are not criminals.

"We are products of the
political troubles in north-
ern Ireland. We are prepared
to go through with this, and
prepared to die to prove
that we are special prison-
ers.”

Blowing hard to hide his
fear and confusion, the
twirpish Tory Minister of
State for the north of Ire-
land, Michael Allison, told
the same programme, concern-
ing the IRA: "I think they
are on the run."

A spokesman for the
truculent 'loyalist' para-
military (fascist) bands,
also whistling in the dark,
declared: "If the hunger
strikes lead to a break-
down of law and order, the
Protestant para-military
organisations will have to
go into the Republican areas
and take out their leader-
ship. Eliminate them. This
is war."

A war the British ruling
class and its fascist agents
will lose.

4. December 11,1980
(Bulletin 67)

The British ruling claas
is coming under overwhelming
international fire to do
something to end the fester-
ing sore of its military occ-
upation of the north of Ire-
land.

In the recent debate in
the American Congress, little
publicised in Britain for ab-
vious reasons, speaker after
speaker - solid bourgeois
from left, right and centre
of the U3 ruling class - rose
to denounce Britain's invol-
vement and the cataatrophic
muddie over reliunquishing its
last colony.

This was only the culmin-
ation of years of growing
disquiet among the imperial-
ist NATO allies, - as their
international position wor-
sened because of growing
economic crisis, - that the
heroic Irish national liber-
ation strugxgle against the
brutal savagzry and torture
of the ultra-right rolice—
military regime in the occup--
ied north of Ireland was an
embarrassigent they could no
longer afford.

In a deteriorating inter-
national situation for capit-
alism, where their only hope
for avoiding the gathering
momentun of the world social-
ist revolution was the pro-
paganda smokescreen over ph-
ony provokad 'treubles' in
Afghanistan, Poland, and
elsevwhers in the non-capit—
alist countries, the daily
horrors of guerrilla war and

military-police repression
with Britain's continued occ-
upation of the nerth of Ire-
land 1is a crippling liabil-
ity.

Assassination of leading
Republican activists by the
secret SAS army murder squads,
the extraction of false 'con-
fessions! under torture at
the hands of the fascist-
minded RUC and amy ‘'intery-
ogators', the ‘conviction'
of Republicans at the fraud-
ulent no-jury drumhead 'cou-
rts', and their incarceration
in Long Kesh concentration
camp - and all in the name
of British capitalist ruling
clasa domination over a
slump--ridden colony with
more than 16% unemployment, -
all of this was a million
times worse than even the
wildest anti-Soviet propa-
ganda lies the CIA could
spr2ad about what was suapp-
osed to be happening in the
Afghan vevolution to wipe
out backward tribalism, feud-
alism, banditry, drug addic-
tion, and religious stupor.

The approaching martyrdom
at about Christmas time
through death by starvation
of the hunger strikers in
Long Kesh concentration
camp was a proapsct which
the hard-pressed manipulat-
ors of imperialism's world-~
wide anti~communist crusade
could not cope with.

The British ruling class
has been told to do someth-
ing about the disastrous ad-
vertisement for the 'dem-
ocratic' capitalist system
that the continuing tragedy
of the occupied noxrth of
Ireland represents.

Hence the hush-hush That-
cher, Carrington, Howe and
Atkins talks with Haughey
and the Green Torvies in
Dublin,

It was an unprecedentedly
powerful delegation to send
on a 'routine' mezting on
Anglo-Irish affaira., The
presence of the Forsign Sec-
retary, the Chancellor, the
north ef Ireland political
supremo Atkins, and the
Prime Minister all at once
shows how difficult and
crucial were the matters in
haad.

The total refusal by That-
cher in Parliament subsequ-
ently to say a single woxd
about wha% went on in Dub-
1lin proves how serious the
situation is,

A1l talk of the new 'init-
iatives' that the Tories
routinely tried like all
new governments before them,
- in fact just a surface
tinkering with the issues
without any real intention
to change anything, - all
such bromide waffle has
been dropped.

The rumours now are of gen-
uine measures to try to get
the British ruling claas off
the hook.

That is the reason for the

real alarm among the 'loyal-
ist' bigots who run the north.

There is even talk of a
rival hunger-strike by UDA
faseist thugs,also gaocled in
Long Kesh, to whip up again
the reactionary ‘colonial
settler' spirit of the orig-
inal Scottish and English
colounisation of Ulster to
declare 'No Surrender' again,
this time to their Westmins-
ter protactors, probably
going all the way to UDI, a
unilateral declaration of
independence on the Ian
Smith lines in Rhodesia, -
—and doomed to just as cert-
ain a failure. How quickly
would depend on how greatly
the imperialist NATO powers
wanted to present ‘clean
handa',-free of thestain (of
sanctions-busting) which
tainted them throughout the
inevitable slow death of the
Smith regime.

5. December 18,1980
(Bulletin 68)

The rightness or wrongness
of the Irish national liber—
ation struggle is the only
criterion by which to judge
the horrific hunger-strike--
to-~death by the heroic yusung
Republicans in the custody of
the British police-military
occupation of the north of
Ireland.

There can be no doubt of
the justice of the 700-year
long war of independence by
Ireland against British dom-
ination.

Particularly graphic is
the case for ending the
criminal partition of Ire-
land 59 years agn by the
hated military repression of
the notorious British Black
and Tans.

The Irish Republican Army
which had won independence
for great sections of Ire-
land from British military
occupation was split by the
savagery of the Black and
Tan repression and by the
treacherous diplomarcy of
British imperialism and Ir-
ish class compromisers,

The principles of the
heroic Easter Rebellion of
1916 of Jamzs Connolly were
betrayed and the great mo-
ment for full Irish national
liberation lost.

Sections of the IRA fought
on against the British and
the newly-established Irish
Free State.

But power remained in the
hands of the ruling class,
aided and abetted by the
Green Tories now established
in Dublin. Partition succeed-
ed in frustrating Irish nat-
ional ambitions and halting
any advance towards an all-
Ireland socialist republic.

The British justification
for partition was a total
fraud.

The 'loyalist' minority in
the north east corner of Ire-
land were basically the cap-

ital and land-owning English
and Scottish colonisers for-
cibly implanted in Ulster,~
Ireland's mos* rebellious
province against BEngland,-ip
the 17th century. The Prot-
estant religious rites of the
local British establishmens
has maintained an artificial
unity with every British set-
tler in Ireland since that
time, ~ based on blatant pri-
vilege.

The outrageous gerrymand-
ering of the 'congtitutional!
occupation of the north of
Ireland (so-called Northeru
Treland), to give the Prot-
estant’ capitalist class the
constant unchallenged as-
cendancy, has continuned ever
since that provocative and
doomed partition.

The post-war generations'
refusal to tolerate that
perpetual injustice and per-
manent obstacle to the sat-
isfaction of legitimate Ir-
ish national aspirations led
eventually, with the return
of capitalist economic crisis
conditions first being felt
at the end of the 1960s, to
the revival of the IRA,

Neither Irish unity, nor
the IRA's programme, can in
themselves satisfy Irish nat-
ional aspirations. Only the
world socialist revolution
can ever make that possible,
- for Ireland or any other
country.

But there is no way in
which any changes short of
the socialist revolution in
Ireland will be able to end
the struggle for full Irish
national liberation and the
dismantling of partition.

Therefore the IRA's armed
rebellion against British
police-military occupation
is totally justified, regard-
less of the incorrect tactics
of anti-civilian terrorism
pursued occasionally in Ire-
land and Britain.

In which case the slow death
by hunger strike is entirely
on the hands of the British
ruling class.

It amounts to nothing less
than the murder by the most
horrific method imaginable
of heroic young Irish patriots
by the capitalist system.

Although largely forced to
quit its former empire, mod-
ern British imperialism has
not changed its spots one bit.
And the barbaric slow torture
to death by starvation of the
Irish hunger strikers is as
vicious a piece of savagery
as any villainy in British
imperialist history.

Defence of British imper-
ialist interests and injust-
ices to its oldest colony -
Ireland - have gone on just
as unremittingly under past
Labour governments as under
Tory administrations.

It was under the 1964-70
Wilson government that the
open military occupation of
the north of Ireland was
fully resumed.

Internment in Long Kesh 3
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concentration camp without
trial; the drumhead no-jury
Diplock courts based on per-
Jured evidence and enforced
confessions; and the system-
atic torture, deliberate and
illegal assassinations of
Republican suspects, and all
the other brutalities ex-
posed by the Bennett report
and proven at the European
Court of Human Rights -

all this and more has taken
place under Labour just as
under the Conservatives.

And much of it has contin-
ued under 'left' ministers
at the north of Ireland
department like Stanley
Orme, - and under cabinets
in which other 'lefts' like
Wedgwood Benn have been
leading figures.

The brutal truth about the
imperialist reasons for hang-
ing onto the occupied north
of Ireland by hook or by
crook has just been publish-
ed in government papers
under the 30-year confident-
iality rule.

Cabinet Paper CAB 128/32
proves that the question of
the 'wishes' of the Orange
bigots, the British ruling
class's stooges who run the
occupied north, have nevex
been the real reason for
British imperialism hanging
on.

Written after the 1948
Dublin government proclam-
ation of the Free State as
a Republic outside the Com-
monwealth, it declares:

"Now that Eire will short-
ly cease to owe any alleg-
iance to the Crown,it has be-
come a matter of first-class
strategic importance to this
country that the North should
continue to form part of His
Majesty's dominion.

"So far as can be foreseen,
it will never be to Great
Britain's advantage that
Northern Ireland should be-
come part of a territory out-
side His Majesty's jurisdict-
ion. Indeed, it seems un-
likely that Great Britain
would ever be able to agree
to this even if the people
of Northern Ireland desired
it."

This arrogant domineering
pompous defence of British
imperialist interest was
drawn up under a Labour’Cab-
inet. And not just any old
Labour Government but the
most famous one of all, the
1945-1950 Attlee .government
which enjoyed the biggest
and most stable majority of
any Labour govermment in
history and was sensationally
elected in a postwar land-
slide to enact socialism
into Britain, - the very
regime which the 'left!
smokescreen of Wedgwood Benn
says he would like to return
the working class to.

They shocked the establ-
ishment by singing the Red
Flag in Parliament on being
elected. And then proceeded
to impose some of the most
scandalous imperialist dik-

tats in history - like the
edict on Ireland; like the
brutal suppression of the
Greek Revolution; like the
brutal suppression of the
Malayan Revolution; and
dozens more barbaric betrayals
besides, plus the Cold War.

In getting away with this
kind of Imperialist dominat-—
ion, selling out Labour's
'socialist' election pro-
mises was then simple. So
it will always be. "No nat-
ion which oppresses another
can itself be free".

All the time British imp-
erialist repreasion of part
of Ireland continues, work-
ers cannot hope to build a
sufficiently strong movement
in Britain to end ruling
class domination.

Unity between all workers
in Britain and Ireland for
the socialist revolution is
the way forward. But mean-
while, only those who are
congcious or unconscious ag-
ents of British imperialist
domination of Britain and
Treland will decline to
express solidarity with the
Irish nationalist hunger
strikers.

6. January 1, 1981
(Bulletin 69)

The Tory climb-down over
the conditions for Irish
Republican prisoners-of-war
in the Long Kesh concentrat-
ion camp suggests that even
more dramatic developments
are under way.

The reactions from Ian
Paisley and Enoch Powell,
leading Rule Britannia re—
actionaries for the contin-
ued British domination of
Ireland, makes this even
more likely.

They and the rest of the
bigoted Orange Order for
'Protestant supremacy' (con-
tinued British capitalist
rule) are grumbling about a
major sell-out and hinting
at unleashing the near-
fascist 'loyalist'! gangs on-
to the streets of Ulster.

'Paisley said he was "very
seriously alarmed" about what
had taken place on the hun-
ger strike and that his worst
fears on the Dublin summit
had been confirmed. (Guardian) .

'He said that he was still
considering urging people in
Northern Ireland to take to
the streets because, he said,
"there must be some form of
protest if these studies are
to go ahead" (ihe joint Irish-
British studies on the 'tot-
ality' of relations in the
British Isles agreed to by
Thatcher and Haughey).

'Paisley repeated his claim
that the communique iss-
ued after this month's Dub-
1in summit was an "election
manifesto" for the Irish
Prime Minister, Charles
Haughey.!

Describing his showdown
with Thatcher in Downing

Street after the summit,
Paisley said: "She didn't
like it, one little bit.
She said she was bitterly
wounded. I said I was bitt-
erly wounded, and so were
the people of Northern Ire-
land".

The climb~down by the Brit-
ish ruling class over the
persecution of the IRA pri-
soners was cleverly fudged

just like most of the re-
treats forced on imperialism
by the still-swelling post~
war tide of revolutionary
national-liberation struggle.

Bver-mindful of the key
relation ship British imp-
erialism's strength has to
the continued successful
domination of the working
class at home, the bourge-
oisie's main concern is to
do last-minute deals to
avoid the final deteriorat-
ion into all-out revolution-
ary struggle against imper-
ialist (capitalist) rule,
and to win some piddling
concessions for the notions
of 'compromise' and 'dem-
ocratic change' out of the
terminal haggling.

In this way, the hope is
to blunt the revolutionary
cutting edge of any new re-
gime being handed over to
(both for the local and int-
ernational effect such a
blunting might have); and at
the same time to avoid giv-
ing the impression that the
British ruling class is to-
tally, bankrupt politically
and economically and that
it and its 'democratic cap-
italist' traditions are
being booted out uncerem-
oniously on their clapped-
out ear.

A1l that holds the Brit-
ish capitalist ruling class
together now is the mind-
rotting effects on millions
of workers of so-called
British liberal democratic
traditions, - parliament,
free press, etc.

This idealist nonsense, -
which accepts things at face
value rather than analysing
them from the point of view
of which materialist class
interest do they serve, ~ is
greatly influenced by such
hard-to-grasp and hard-to-
define matters as the con-
fidence the ruling class has
in itself and the confidence
it can deceive workers into
believing it possesses.

The last thing the British
capitalist class needs at
the moment, facing its worst-
ever economic and political
crisis in history, is to be
seen to be humiliated at the
hands of a small group of
nationalist guerrillas with
a weakness for self-damaging
terrorism.

But the enormous political
movement that was developing
in Ireland and internation-
ally over the hunger strikers
has succeeded in doing just
that.

The corrupt British cap-
italist press can lie all it

likes about an 'IRA climb-
down' but even if all the
argumentis about exactly what
new conditions were conceded
were resolved in favour of
the Tory Government's supp-
osed 'hard line', then the
international sympathy ar-
oused by the hunger strike
would still have made it a
resounding IRA victory,
which the heroic sacrifice
of the hunger strikers fully
deserved.

But on the conditions
themselves, there can be no
doubt, as Paisley said, that
by the very fact of the sp-
ecial discussions and the
32-page Atkins document de—
livered to each hunger -
striker by the Government,
then 'special status' has
already been accorded in
the eyes of the public.

The details of the sett-
lement themselves only con-
firm this imperession.

The IRA blanket-men never
in fact asked for any de-~
claration of 'political pr-
isoner status®' as such, the
point the Tories made such
a fuss over stressing that
they had refused to concede.

Their demands were always
concrete: -~ *the right to
wear their own clothes and
not conviet's uniform; *no
penal work (sewing mail
bags, etc); *organising their
own studies and recreation;
*asgociation within the pri-
son with other Republican
prisoners; *restoration of
full rights to remission of
sentences.

These five demands were by-
and-large met by the 32-
page Atkins document, which
cleverly had not been widely
publicised when first issued
on December 4 but lodged in
the House of Commons library
instead under cover of a non-
committal parliamentary reply
to a government-planted rou-
tine question. This document
was subsequently surreptit-
iously circulated until its
full import finally became
realised. By then the Gov-
ermment could claim that the
hunger strikers were climbing
down in response to a 'long—
standing' list of concess-
ions available to them and
not because of any new con-
cesslions.

The Atkins document said:
"Clothing provided by their
families will be given to any

prisoners giving up their pr-
otest so that they can wear
it during recreation, assoc-
iation, and visits. As soon
as possible all prisoners
will be issued with civil-
ian-type clothing for wear
during the working day...
Denim prison uniform be-
comes a thing of the past.
"They will also immediately
become entitled every month
to eight letters, four par-
cels and four visits.
"Prisoners who end their
protest will be able to ass-
ciate within each wing of






nominiously defeated in its
final rotten attempt to hang
onto a corner of Ireland at
least, - by hook or by crook.
The ruling class is most
sensitive of all to it being
thought that its mighty pol-
ice-military dictatorship has

been forced out by a handful
of IRA guerrillas, especially
considering that the IRA is
8o politically handicapped
by its insane policy of
anti-civilian terror bombing.

But the facts are that the
Republican movement's heroic
struggle againat the police-
military dictatorship, - the
enormous suffering and sacr-
ifice that the IRA and the na-
tionalist working class have
withstood, and the fanatic-
ally courageous fight by the
Republican military wing
against overwhelmingly sup-
erior odds of the British
occupation, - all this has
won the sympathy of the int-
ernational working class.

It has forced even the
bourgeoisie in countries like
the USA, the British ruling
claga's closest ally and
support, to condemn the con-—
tinued military occupation.

So the Guardian's very long
sour grapes editorial this
week beginning "The Provis-
ional IRA now has very little
going for it" was written
because the remarkable
turnaround now in sight in
British policy on Ireland
has touched on the rawest
of raw nerves of the ruling
class, particularly the IRA's
part in forcing that turn-
round.

The one thing the bourgeoi-
sie cannot stand, having
staked its survival on the
illusions and tricks of
"parliamentary democracy" and
the "rule of law" which it
has hypocritically built up
over the centuries of un-
challenged imperialist dom-
ination, is the exanmple of
a relatively small group of
dedicated revolutionary nat~
ionalists openly "defying"
the Crown's "law and order"
and winning mass support for
that independent stand, und-
emining British capitalist
rule.

The British bourgeoisie
fear that as things start to
get rougher in Great Britain
due to the slump, and workers
begin to realise that the
"parliamentary democracy"
fraud is doing nothing(about
their suffering, permanent
mass unemployment,aand falling
living standardas)but act as
a bromids to divert anger
from revolutionary channels;-

similar moves for political
mobilisation independent of

the ruling class will begin
in Britain.

But the degeneration of
British capitalism proceeds
rapidly and becomes more and
more obvious whatever rotten
propaganda smokescreens it
puts up to hide its politic-
al catastrophes in Ireland,

5Rhodeaia,a.nd. elsewhere, and

whatever lying humbug it
spreads through the press,
parliament,and its millions
of reformlst agents through-
out the Labour and trade
union movement about "pre-
serving democracy".

The capitalist system is
not about democracy but about
power, the power of the rul-
ing class to dominate the
economic life of the country
and as much of the outside
world as it could through
imperialism and colonialism,
and to extract super-profits
to enable it to live the
life of a ruling class - dom-
inating landowning, industry,
the professions, politics,
the clvil service, the police-
military hierarchy, the jud-
iciary, press, television
and publishing, and the ac-~
adenic world.

That domination is now
crunbling because the capit-
alist system is bankrupt. It
can no longer develop the
economic resources suffici-
ently successfully,-due to
its repeated slumps and warsj)-
to satisfy mankind's legit-
imately expanding aspirations

The failure and historical
out-datedness of the system
cannot be hidden by any am-
ount of television propaganda
- or any amount of brutal
military suppreseion,as the
20th century history of Ire~
land has shown, the century
of British imperialist de-
cline.

Now the British ruling
clasg is falling apart as its
system crumbles beneath it.

Enoch Powell, the essence
of Tory reaction, has now
specifically denounced the
conceasion by the Thatcher
Government of political pri-
soner. status to the IRA de-~
tainees and denounced the
capitulation to the hunger
strikers regardless of the
press propaganda pretending
this has not happened.

"The contimuing concession
of just that treatment (pol-
itical prisoner etatus) to
between 300 and 400 prisoner
in Northern Ireland is unju-
stified and unacceptable,"
Powell declared. "It is an
affront which cannot be de-
fended".

But Powell has also de-
nounced his fellow reaction-
ary Ian Paisley as a greater
threat to the Union than
the Foreign Office and the
IRA rolled into one.

The rats are falling out
as they prepare to desert
the einking ship of British
imperialist demination of
Ireland.

9. January 29,1981

(Bulletin 7%)

The unprecedsnted Orange
snub to a Tory Government in
London by refusing to allow
the Cabinet's political over-
lord for the province, Hum-
phrey Atkins, to attend the
funeral of local ruling class
bigwig Sir Norman Stronge,

puts a new cloud over lon-
don's calamitous Ireland
policy.

And Tan Paisley's contin-
ued probings about exactly
what concessions have been
made to the hunger-striking

IRA prisoners in the Long
Kesh concentration camp also
threaten trouble.

The gestures and hints (the
Dublin summit, the concessions
to the hunger strikers, etc)
of acceptance at last by the
British raling class that its
remaining toe--hold on Ire-
land,-its military occupat-
ion of the north,~ can no
longer be malntained (a dev-
elopment already reported by
the Bulletin), still fall far
short of an agreement to act-
ually get out, as we explai-
ned.

The Tories want to end the
infamous history of London's
700-year attempt to dominate
Ireland Dby quietly slipp-
ing away so that no one will
notice, - and certainly with-
out giving the impression of
a complete humiliation and
reversal of policy due to
having its Orange police-mil-
itary dictatorship under-
mined by a handful of IRA
guerrillas, backed by the
entire Republican working
class. :

The bigoted Protestant
bourgeoisie look like making
any such quiet withdrawal
impossible for the Tories.

The Stronge family's re~
fusal to let the Westminster
govermment be represented at
the ritual tribal funeral of
the former Stormont speaker,
gunned down by the IRA to-
gether with his equally-pro-
minent son in a major assault
by the IRA in retaliation for
the uncontrolled murders of

leading Republicans (Bernad-
ette Devlin the latest att-
empted victim) by the capit-
alist state and its tolerated
Protestant assassination_
squads, - was obviously the
concensus of the whole morth-
ern Ireland ruling class.

It marks an unheard-of low
in relations between the Tory
ruling class in Britain and
their "Ulster Unionist" im-
itators in the north of Ire-
land.

The Curragh Mutiny and Car-
son's 1911-1914 rebellion is
generally thought of as the
gravest-ever crisis in re-
lations between Wesimingter
and the "loyalist" capitalist
class in Ireland.

But that was against the
Liberal Party. The dominat-
ing sector of the British
ruling clags around the Tory
Party openly sided with the
Orange rebellion against Lon-
don in that period. The in-
famous partition of Ireland
in 1921 was the result.

But now i1t is the Tory Par-
ty, the voice of the ruling
class establishment, itself
which is preparing to aband-
on the province finally to
Irish national liberation.

For this rift to have al-
ready degenerated to the
point where the Tories are
being virtually boycotted
for their 'failure to protect
Loyalist Ulster' implies that
strong feelings of UDI - uni-
lateral declaration of ind-
ependence -+ are rife again.

It Implies that the Tories'
reluctant acceptance, under
US imperialist pressure, that
the spectacle of permanent
armed rebellion against Brit-
ish military oecupation in
the north of Ireland was
fatally tarmishing the West's
"freedom and democracy" im-
age, could finally force
Britain to get out, as the
Bulletin has explained.

The rift gives moxre cred-
ibility, therefore, to the
understanding that deals
were discussed at the recent
Dublin sumit for an elabor-
ate cover-up of m British
withdrawal from northern
Ireland.

Paigley's continuwal prodd-
ing at the settlement with
the Maze hunger-strikers and
blanket-protest men gives
the same impression.

He knows that a sell-out
is being cooked up. He is
probing away, - in this lat-
est ineident about the civ—
ilian clothing issue for
prisoners, - to expose as
quickly as possible a clearer
and fuller picture of the Lon-
don capitulation so as to mob-
ilise more rapidly the fight
against it.

He has just challenged At-
kin3 on whether the issue of
civilian clothing for use du-
ring leisure periods re-
presented a privilege av—
ailable only to conforming
prisoners.

He also asked whether the
doing of prison work and the
wearing of prison-issue clo-
thes were regarded as pre-
raequisites to describing an
inmate as confiming with pri-
son regulations,

Pajsley is all the tima try-
ing to force Atkins to admit
that the Republican priseners
of war are in fact treated
as a special category of pri-
soner instead of as common
criminals, as the current
Westminster policy demands.

The reversal back to polit--
ical status, conceded so as
to end the pre-Christmas hun-
ger strike, is being hinder-
ed all the way by local Or—
ange truculencze in the prisom
gervice and by Tory nervous-
ness at a major political
embarrassment as represented
by the continual challenges
of Pajisley and Powell to'stop
the sell-out of Ulster'.

The proof of how much cap-
italist state villainy is
perpetrated under the insult-
ing humbug about 'preserving
law and order at all costs'
has never been better demon-
strated than in the ITV Irish
history series 'The Troubles!’

Every time some particular-
1y outrageous arbitrary viol-
ence, intimidation or injust-



ice was imposed on the Rep—
ublican working class by the
B Specials, ths RUC, the army,
or the Orange fascist gangs,
there always was the face of
tauthority' (0'Neill, Chich-
ester-Clark, Faulkmer, Maud-
ling , Callaghan, an ammy or
police chief) droning on ab-
out "one thing is paramount:
law and order must be pre-
served".

As the filmed evidence of
the start of the present
period of Troubles clearly
showed, it was always the
absence of any law and order
worthy of respect (brutal
assaults on Catholic areas
by B Specials or other fasc-~
ist gangs; dlatantly one-
sided harassment by the amy
in its houss-to-house wreck-
ing opsrations "searching
for arms"; intolerable pro-
vocations of gerrymandering
in local dsmooraoy, housing
allooations, eto) that spar—
ked off the unrest in the
first place.

And despite the enforced
aoceptanoe by the British
ruling olass of plans to get
out of Irsland at last (see
above), the farce of 'law
and order' must be preserved
to the last, even when it is
the blatantly-biased 'Diplook
courts' where a ruling olass
judge holds sole sway and
trial by jury is abolished.

On the mere say-so of a
convicted crook and ammy in-
former, an IRA man Martin
Meehan is doing a 13-year
sentence for allegedly head-
ing a kidnapping of this in-
former despite the faot that
another man told the ocourt
that he had been the driver
of the Red Cortina involved.

The court accepted that
this man had indeed been in
possession of just such a
Red Cortina at the time in
question.

But the trial judge/jury said
of this witness: "I have not

the slightest doubt from wh-
ere he sat and the way in
which he conducted himself
that he was very much a par-
tisan witness and that he and
Bridget McLaughlin (Meehan's
wife) are on terms which cer-
tainly indicate that he was
not an independent witness."
Dismissing the appeal, the
Lord Chief Justice acknowl-
edged however that the judge
in the case had no way of
knowing who the woman he
referred to in fact was
since Meehan's wife had not
given evidence, nor been id-
entified in court and was in
no way part of the case.
Clever, these judges.

10, March 12,1981
(Bulletin 79)

The Tories are being pushed
to extraordinary lengths to
try to carry out their attempt-
ed retreat from the military
occupation of the north of
Ireland without conceding

victory to the IRA and with-
out causing an Orange bigots'
revolt.

Thatcher herself visited
the occupied zone suddenly
last week to try to placate
the ultra-right bourgeoisie
around Paisley.

This followed an unsuccess—
ful attempt earlier by Chan-
cellor Howe to talk the Belf-
ast ruling class out of de-
claring UDI.

If the British establishment
were not planning to finally
wind up the disastrous relics
of British capitalism's 600-
year long military dominat-
ion of Ireland, then why the
special visits to try to pla-
cate Paisley.?

If the recent Dublin agree-
ment with the Irish Republic
to end British occupation(but
conceal that fact under cover
of the new IONA (Islands of
the North Atlantio) loose
confederation within the Com-
mon Market and NATO)is NOT a
reality, then why not let
Paisley and the rest of the
sick protestant nationalist
fringe blather on.?

A full-scale rebellion is
not going to slowly build-up
and reach the full maturity
of civil war just on the bas-
is of a total misunderatand-
ing.

The Carson rebellion of 1912
(at that time SUPPORTED by
the Tory wing of the British
ruling class) was only moun-
ted to stop Westminster giv-
ing self-rule to the whole
of Ireland, the very real
plans of the Liberal Govern-
ment (for tactical reasons of
imperialist retreat).

It is precisely because the
Tory ruling class are THEMSEL-
VES now at last planning just
such a tactical imperialist re-
treat that Paisley is up in
arms and the Thatcherites are
trying to talk him out of it.

If there was no intention of
getting Ulster off its hands
by a deal with Dublin, then
what would be the point of the
continuous pained reassurances
to Paisley and the rest. Just
let the master-race loonies
see after a time that nothing
is happening (if there really
are no such pull-out plans),
and the trouble will die down
of its own accord.

What makes the Tories intent-
ions hard to comprehend, - and
what could force their abandon-
ment (apart from Paisley), - is
the ruling class's obsessive
fear that they must not be seen
to be'giving in to violence',
i.e. withdrawing under IRA pre-
ssure.

This was also the curious
final message of the long tele-
vision series on Irish history
which ended this week with a
studio discussion.

The series on EBC and ITV
were clearly inspired by the
British capitalist establish-
ment after years of a total ban
on televising such sensitive
material, which clearly brought
out the great injustice and
brutality of Britain's long

domination of Ireland.

They oould only have been
given the go-ahead for the de-
liberate purpose of condition-
ing British publio opinion for
the ignominious British milit-
ary pull-out after recent years
and previous centuries of vic-

ious and ultimately futile
repression and destruction.

But the safe petty bourg-
eois gang of journalists,
politicians and academic his-
torians gathered in the stud-
io were by no means let com-
pletely off the capitalist
establishment leash.

They had one last essential
service to perform, - and
that was to drum it into vie-
wers heads that 'violence' is
the real cause of all the in-
tractable problems and the
one impossible obstacle to
a final solution of the Ir-
ish troubles.

The violence of the IRA,
naturally. Not the violence
of British rule which
first CONQUERED Ireland and
has hung on since by sword,
bullet, and gallows. Not the
violence of the gerrymand-
ering Orange bourgeois clique
which tyrannously ruled the
remaining occupied north of
Ireland after British imper-
ialism was forced to relin-
quish control of three-
quarters of Ireland after
the Rising and the bloody
war of Independence against
the Black and Tans,1916-1921

Even the anti-partition
Catholic nationalist John
Hume, the sop to 'Irish op-
inion' on the programme,
could not please his parl-
iamentary circus-mates quick
enough by declaring "violence
is no solution" and condemn-
ing the IRA as much as any-
bow'

This fraudulent petty bour-
geois conspiracy of Jjournal-
ists. politicians, and aca-
demics is not just aimed ag-
ainst IRA tactics and the
class purpose of IRA violence
both of which Marxist revol-
utionaries also depart from).

It was aimed against the
very notion of class violence
as a solution to class oppr-
ession.

It was a message to the
working class of Britain:
"Violence is bad. It will ne-
ver solve anything. Don't
think that any British pull-
out from the remaining milit-
ary occupation of Ireland has
got anything to do with the
violent resistance of the
IRA.'I

To the extent that IRA vi-
olence reflects a class war
determination by Irish work-

ers and intelligentsia to
fight against British ruling
class domination, (or that of
its Protestant Orange petty
bourgeois proxies), -then it
is precisely the IRA's viol-
ence which has finally forced
Britain's hand.

The background to this is,
of course, the steadily weak-
ening world position of Brit-

ish imperialism and its grow-
ing economic and political
crisis, - just as that was
the background to the partial
retreat from Irish domination
in 1921,

But no dying ruling class
has ever yoluntarily let go
its hold on power. The hist-
ory of the world is the his-
tory of new emerging forces
pushing the dying ruling
class out of the way; it is
the history of class struggle.

And that struggle has NEVER
been peaceful. It has always
been climaxed by a violent
overthrow of the old order.

Unlike anarchists and nat-
ionalist-terrorists however,
revolutionary Marxists do not
make violence the starting
point of the struggle.

Exactly the opposite. Only
the revolutionary working cl-
ass has the power to finally
and completely end imperialist
oppression and bring about
real independence and national
self-determination. And that
is through the socialist rev-
olution which alone, when com-
Pleted at the higher stage of
communism, can eradicate any
basis for class or national
oppression arising out of the
unequal economic development
of the world.

But the working class beco-
mes revolutionary not through
military or insurrectionary
organisation, as necessary as
that may ultimately be, (due
to ruling class police-military
dictatorship and civil war),
but through POLITICAL organ-
isation. And in many cases,
even under autocratic tyranny
let alone bourgeois democracy,
terrorism can be an obstacle
to revolutionary political
organisation.

Many of the IRA's terrorist
tactics have been just such
an obstacle, confirming and
cementing the IRA's bourgeois
nationalist limitations.

But the IRA's purely milit-
arv national-liberation atru-
ggle against the British
police-military dictatorship
has been all too painfully

successful from a Tory ruling
class point of view, from the
beginning of this century to
the present day, and it has
now forced yet another re-
treat.

The petty tyranny of the
gerrymandered Orange rule
of Ulster would have gone
on for ever if the Republ-
icans had not grown rebell-
ious by the end of the 1960s.
And if the British army had
met no resistance from the
IRA and the entire Republiocan

working class in the occup-
ied north, that same petty
tyranny would have eventu-
ally been installed back in
power there.

The totally justified vio-
lent class revolt by the Ir-
ish Republicans in the north
over the last 15 years now
ensures that it won't be.

Despite some IRA political
willingness to compromise,

and despite all the sa.'botage7



by the local Orange Order of
solutions to the prisoners
status dispute, etc, the de-
caying British ruling class
will be forced out.

11. April 2,1981
(Bulletin 82)

The attempt by the British
ruling class to slyly walk
avay unnoticed from its Ulster
mess is still going badly.

Despite all Thatcher's fin-
ger-wagging, the Green Tory
ministers in Dublin just will
not keep their mouths shut
over the prospect (opened up
for them by the London conce-
ssion)of appearing to be the
authors of the final re-unif-
ication of Ireland.

Thatcher keeps insisting,
to keep Ian Paisley quiet,
that there will be no sell-
out of the Loyalist dominat-
ion of occupied northern Ire-
land.

But the truth is that Lon-
don has flnally realised that
artificially hanging on to
the northern counties is more
trouble than it is worth.

It has been gravaly damag-
ing for the whole imperialist
oanp for a leading NATO and
Western Allianoe member to
have concentration camps; in~
ternment without trial; dr-
unhead no-jury courts; con-
victions by anonymous verbal
evidence; 'legal' SAS killer
death squads murdering Irish
Republican suspects without
even any pretence of a trial;
midnight raids into Republic-
an working class areas wreck-
ing homes and terrorising the

inhabitants at will; the beat-

ings up and the proven tort-
ure (before the Buropean Court
of human rights, and admitted
in the British Govermment's
own Bennett report); the cold-
blooded shooting down of inn-
ocent people like the Bloody
Sunday massacre of the inhab-
itants of the Creggan Heights
estate in Derry by the Para-
troop Brigade; and endless
other bloodshed and violence;-
committed by the British pol-
ice-military dictatorship in
the occupied zone.

At the same time, it has
become a crippling financial
1liability for the bankrupt
British capitalist economy.

The decision finally to
pull out of Ireland has, of
course, nothing to do with
the Irish Tory jackanapes
currently crowing in Dublin.
It has everything to do with
the heroic struggle by the
Republican working class in
the occupied zone who have
refused to be cowed by the
British/Orange bigot police-

state terror and have defend-
ed the IRA men all the way.
But the Fleet Street and

whitehall propaganda lie-ma-
ohine is keeping up its de-

ceit and confusion-mongering
right to the bitter end so
that no one should get the
81dea that the militant str-

uggle by the Republican work-
ing class has really achieved
the great victory of forcing
an end to the British ocoup-
ation of Ireland and the bi-
goted Protestant Orange cap-
italist domination of the
north.

To disoourage the IRA,
the British lie maohine is
deliberately playing up and
falsifying the scope of Pai-
sley's 'Carson rebellion' re-
run in which the middle class
bigots hope to repeat the
scandalous Tory-Ulster Union-~
ist treason of 1912 when the
lawful passing of Home Rule
for Ireland at Westminster
was met by a military revolt
encouraged openly by the
Tory section of the British
ruling class.

Paisley drew a relatively
derisory 10,000 only to his
final rally on the 'Carson
trail'! at Stormont outside
Belfast.

But the BBC television
eagerly reported this as a
huge 30,000 demoustration.

Even at 30,000, this would
not have been nearly as
large as the majority Prot-
estant groupings would have
liked. (The minority Republic-
an population rallied more
than 50,000 in Belfast dur-
ing the first recent mass
hunger strike in the H-
blocks at Long Kesh concentr-
ation camp.)

But the reality was only
10,000, no basis at all for
the devastating kind of
armed rebellion against Lon-
don that Paisley was promis-
ing,to repeat the 1912 Curr-
agh mutiny and the 100,000
armed men Carson controlled.

The British and 'loyalist!
interests face another hum-
iliating setback in the for-
thooming by-eleotion to Wes~
tminister in the Fermanagh-
South Tyrone constituency
which has a Republican maj-
ority.

The nationalist candidate
is leader of the current
hunger strike in Long Kesh
Bobby Sands, the senior IRA
officer in the camp.

If he wins the seat, he
will of course be debarred
from taking it, thus giving
the Republican cause another
enormous international pro-
paganda victory to the enor-
mous embarrasament of the
entire imperialist camp,
particularly the USA with
its powerful Irish lobby.

The cowardly British rul-
ing class may soon be forced
to speed up its current lei-
surely plans (to get out of
Ulster without betraying the
infamous and illegal long-
standing guarantee to the
Orange capitalist bigots
that they can rule on and
remain part of Britain under
the Crown's protection for
as long as they like.)

The eventual plans to wear
out or buy out the Orange
capitalist ascendancy via
some British Isles Federation
stunt, including all- Ireland

sub~-groupings,may have to be
replaced by direct action to
curb the fascist-minded Or-
ange ruling circles,and give
the Republican working clase
in the north a direct say in
their victory, instead of ex-
cluding them as per the orig-
inal plans hatched up at the
notorious Dublin summit in
December.

12. April 16,1981
(Bulletin 84)

The British capitalist
state's attempts to prevent
IRA man Bobby Sands winning
the Fermanagh by-election to
the Westminster parliamentary
seat did not stop at the bru-
tal murder of census enumer-
ator Joanna Mathers, a young
mother.

Having staged the assass~
ination to look like an IRA
killing to appall the voters
(the IRA had been advocating
non-return of census forms
as a way of protest), the
capitalist state police in
Belfast then put out an un-
substantiated statement that
the murder bullet matched
those used by the IRA in ad-
mitted knee-capping operat-
ions.

Without recovering the
actual murder weapon (of
which there was no mention)
it is virtually impossible
to match spent bullets to
each other for lack of a
perfect intact specimen fi-
red under laboratory condit-
ions.

Then on polling day itself,
the capitalist state ammy
announced the ‘'discovery' of
a monster 3001b bomb alleg-
edly planted in the constit-
uency 'by the IRA to disrupt
the election'.

The British ruling class's
black propaganda department
obviously makes up for in
viciousness what it lacks in
intelligence.

Why the IRA,who were about
to win a historic propaganda
triumph over the occupying
British capitalist regime by
deliberately entering an el-
ection contest in order to
gain the widest possible vot—
ing support, would want to
disrupt the election remained
an unexplained British ruling
class secret.

When all of this nonsense
and savagery failed to stop
the Irish Republican masses
voting for Sands in reject-
ion of the continued British
occupation of their country,
the police-military dictator-
ship had one more trick up
its sleeve - the army vote.

Incredidly, the very occ-
upying soldiers, against
whose presence the whole his-
tory of Irish nationalist
struggle and Sands's spec-
ific election campaign had
been directed, were allowed
a vote in the election, -
on production of a certif-
icate of employment.

Not surprisingly, members
of the Ulster Defence Reg-
iment, part of the British
capitalist state forces,
who do not even live in Fer-
managh and South Tyrone,
were seen to be not just vo-
ting but voting often during
the polls.

At one polling booth in
Coalisland, five soldiers
from the UDR were seen to
have voted on production of
Just one employment certif-
ioate between them, - and
that a photostat copy.

These same British occup-
ying soldiers were then the
guardians and transporters
of the very ballot boxes
into which they had been
oasting their anti-IRA votes.
'Seourity work! suddenly
took on an added olear mean-
ing.

But perhaps the most nau-
seating aspect of the whole
degenerate capitalist out-
rage was the unprecedented
lagst-minute intervention
by the Labour Party's spo-
kesman in Parlisment on Ir-
ish affairs, Don Concannon,
to use Question Time in the
House of Commons to urge the
Fermanagh electorate not to
vote for Sands.

It would be "a vote of
approval for the perpetrat-
ors of the La Mon massacre
(where many innocent people
died after an IRA warning
failed to clear the building),
the Warrenpoint explosions
(where 18 soldiers from the
Paratroop Regiment which
carried out the Bloody Sunday
massacre in Derry, died in an
IRA ambush), the murder of
Lord Mountbatten, and all the
other senseless murders".

Thus do the loyal Labourit-
es, bought with the proceeds
of empire in the first place,
serve the ruling class by
propping up one of British
capitalism's most vicious
stunts, ~ parliamentary demo-
cracy, and doing double som-
ersaults to try to keep an
IRA man out who would treat
parliament with the contempt
it deserves.

The Labourite spokesman Con-
cannon's last-ditch sexrvice
to imperialism may get him to
a Garden Party or two, or even
a Life Peerage one day, but
it did not stop the Fermanagh
Republican working class giv-
ing the British capitalist
state the worst propaganda
humiliation in years.

"No one in Ireland supports
the IRA gummen" Thatcher and
others before her have been
droning for years. Well now
they know different.

And even that shoddy Jjustif-
ication of parliamentary imp-
erialism that says: 'At least
opponents of the system are
allowed to stand, campaign,
and take their seats against
it' can not be trotted out
this time. Sands was forbidden
to campailgn; he cannot take
his seat, being in a con-



centration camp; and he
could not in reality take it
anyway since to enter Parlia-
ment requires taking an oath
of loyalty to the Queen. And
there might be even some Lab-
ourites who would find that
a bit strong.

Nor have the Labourites
and the rest of the stinking
Parliamentary circus the
guts to expel Sands.

Instead they hope to be
able to Just let him die
quietly from his hunger
strike for political prison-
er status, - and get rid of
their embarrassing problem
that way.

The cowardly scum have an—
other think coming. The
Sands election is bound to
explode into the greatest
international humiliation
yet for British imperialism
and its hired parliamentary
cretins.

13. May 7,1981
(Bulletin 87)

Thatcher and the Tory rul-
ing class will get nothing
but justified contempt from
the entire world for inflict-
ing the gruesomely painful
and needless death from
starvation on Bobby Sands.

Because it i1s clearer now
than ever before that the
cruelly unjust continued Br-
itish military occupation of
north Ireland cannot go on
much longer.

For having seen the in-
sanely vicious lengths to
which British ruling class
arrogance and stubbormness
will go to avoid 'loss of
face!, a furore of hostile
world opinion will greet the
next approaching hunger
strike death, — and the next,
- and the next.

At the same time, the total
revolt by the Republican
working class in the north
will intensify, giving the
British police-military dic-
tatorship more and more diff-
iculties and embarrassment.

Sooner or later, Whitehall's
nerve will crack, and the
damage that hanging on to
Britain's last colonial out-
post is causing will be viewed
as greater than the strateg-
ic, or political 'face-saving®
advantages to be gained from
not being seen to be foxced
out.

In general, the British
establishment has accepted
that the last vestiges of
the 700-year direct domin-
ation of Ireland must be
ended.

But the very conditions
of decline and decay of the
British ruling class,insep-
arable from the overthrow of
imperialism,make peacefully
and sensibly giving up the
empire impossible.

Loss of confidence, para-
lysis, conservative unwill-
ingness to accept the in-
evitable, etc, have all

marked the collapse of the
British BEmpire, forcing the
most notable struggles for
national liberation such as
Malaya, India, Egypt, Cyprus,
Kenya, Gold Coast, Aden,
Oman, Zimbabwe, etc, to be-
come bloody battles with
much needless suffering and
loss of life, and with the
eventual leaders of indep-
endence invariably imprison-
ed by the British (or their
stooges),-as with Nehru, Ken-
yatta, Makarios, Nkrumah,
Mugabe, etc,-~before the
British were forced to give
in,

Ireland itself provides
the most startling and in-
human examples of this bar-
baric process.

Independence was finally
conceded to the southern 26
counties in 1921 only after
the most savage war of re-
pression by the British
Black and Tans special para-
military police, who murder-
ed thousands of Republicans
and burnt down whole towns
and villages in their crazed
reprisals against the nat-
ional liberation struggle.

The army and political
authorities also carried out
their share of executions,
incarcerations and general
bloody military reprisals.

In similar circumstances
to Bobby Sands's needlessly
wasted 1life, the British im-
posed a death through hun-
ger strike in 1920 on Ter-
ence McSwiney, Mayor of Cork,
Jjust prior to being forced
to get out of 26 counties.

The arrogent ruling class
propaganda was just the same
then. "No surrender to vio-
lence", etc, when in fact
it was the British dominat-
ion, just as now, which was
imposing the violence on
Ireland.

McSwiney's death was foll-
owed, Just as Sands's will
be, by an enormous upsurge
in the Republican struggle
and in worldwide hostility
to Britain's vicious dictat-
orship, Within months, Brit-
ish imperialism had been
forced out of most of Ire-
land.

But just to screw up the
Irish and to retain a foot-
hold, the capitalist ruling
class held on to the north-
east corner of Ireland, bla-
tantly gerrymandering county
boundaries to provide the
maximum possible terrirory
with a 'loyalist' majority.

That territory has been
gerrymandered ever since,
with the Republican Irish
kept as second class citiz-
en3, It could not last, and
despite the enormous odds
against them, the Irish Rep-
ublican minority has out-
fought and outmanoceuvred the
British dictatorship.

Soon the whole of Ireland
will at last gain its indep-
endence.

The idea that the 'loyal-
ist' organisations will over

the next 60 years stage a
guerrilla war similar to the
IRA's is a pernicious myth.

Their 'nationalism' is not
nationalism at all but the
remants of imperialist jingo-
ism which for the vast maj-
ority of 'protestant! workers
has had its day. There are
no longer the perks and pri-
vileges of empire which made
following the Union Jack such
an advantageous and lucrative
business before.

The petty bourgeolisie who
run the Ulster statelet are
the ones who stand to lose
most from state control
there passing to Dublin, and
some few sections of them of
course will cause a fuss and
even try armed provocations.

But it will get nowhere.
Just as the promised white
reaction to the black take-
over in Rhodesia has got no-
where, Because there is no
mass support for the dying
order. Just as there will be
no maes support in the north
of Ireland for the dying
British colonial order.

The chauvinistic British
press and television have to
the last kept up their amaz-
ing deceitful attacks on the
IRA, pretending that British
army killings represent 'law
and order' but IRA actions
are merely 'criminal murder
and subversion'.

But the reality is clear
to the whole world: a war
of national liberation is
going on in the north of
Ireland, with casualties on
both sides. Sands's hunger
strike was saying: Admit it,
and treat us as political
prisoners of war, as we are.

But the British bourgeois-
ie, especially the jumped-
up TV interviewers, just
won't admit it. For they know
that to admit that is to ad-
mit defeat. By pretending
that Sands was merely eng-
aged in amed crime, they
can pretend that no war of
national liberation is tak-
ing place in the north of

Ireland.
But the rest of the world

knows different.

And soon the British will
be forced to admit the real-
ity, and to get out.

The Tory bourgeoisie has
as usual the Labourites as
companions in its latest
plece of imperialist infamy,
Just as it has had through-
out the whole history of em-
pire.

Merlyn Rees was on hand
to boast that it was he as
Labour's north of Ireland
supremo who introduced the
‘criminalisation' measure in
1976 which declared that the
Irish national liberation
struggle was no longer a
political war, but ‘armed
crime?.

It was against this non-
sense, designed to break
the spirit of the hundreds
of young Irish Republicans

interned in the Long Kesh
concentration camp, that
Bobby Sands sacrificed his
life in the most heroically
suffering way possible.

The present Labour spokes-
man on the occupied north of
Ireland, Don Concannon,
earned his lackey's notoriety
by his remark in the Commons
on the eve of the recent
Fermanagh by-election that a
vote for Sands and Irish
independence would be a
'vote for murder?.

Leader Michael Foot foll-
owed these reptiles with
his hypocritical comment on
Sands's death: "Matters in
northern Ireland should be
settled democratically and
not at the point of a gun".

Just one single Labour MP
out of nearly 300 had the
guts to speak up and den-
ounce the cruel inhumanity
of British domination of
Ireland, Pat Duffy.

But even his intervention
was marked by addled-brained
reformism, condemning That-
cher for her hard and un-
feeling intransigence but
also for the "colossal and
criminal incompetence of con-~
servative governments of all
kinds in their dealings in
Ireland."

Duffy should have been sp-
ecific and named all past
Labour governments as being
as guilty of Tory ruling cl—
ass viclousness and dictat-
orship towards Ireland as
any other capitalist regime
in London.

And where has the great
hero of the Labour 'left!
and 'socialist self-determ~
ination for the people!,
Wedgwood Benn, been through-
out Bobby Sands's ordeal.?

Busily looking the other
way.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple in countries all round
the world which have little
contact with Ireland, have

taken part in remarkable
protest demonstrations ag-

ainst Sands's death.

But in Britain, all the
entire Labour Party can do,
despite intimately knowing
the full history of British
capitalism's savage treach-
erous trampling on Ireland's
Justified struggle for full
national independence, is
mouth humbugging lies about
"violence", which in fact in
one word sums up the record
of British meddling in Ire-
land, but is used by the two-
faced Labourites to denigrate
the Irish national liberation
struggle.

The wretched Labour Party
is even now deep in a con-
spiracy by all the bourgeois
parties in parliament to
prevent any new by-election
in Fermanagh, thus showing
their real contempt for the
'democracy' which Foot pre-
tends is all-important.

The Labourites don't give
a damn about the electorate
of Fermanagh or about the 9



obvious by-election require—
ments of their parliamentary
game when it comes to defend-~
ing the interests of the
British capitalist state.

They will help the Tories
try to bury illegally the
question of a new by-election
in Fermanagh to prevent any
new IRA hunger striker stand-
ing in Sands's place - and
winning again, to the furth-
er embarrassment of 'british
democracy', - i1.e. British
caplitalist domination.

The stunts Foot and com-
pany are helping Thatcher to
dream up are to criminally
prevent any writ being moved
in the Commons for a new by-
election until the bourgeois
crooks have had time to

fiddle the regulations again
to prevent an IRA prisoner,
like Sands, from running.

What a sordid little bunch
of rats the Labour Party are.

What, for instance, have
these great defenders of
doing things the "democratio"
way done about the ruthless
slaughter in Derry just a
week ago of two youths Gary
English, 19, and Jimmy Brown,
18, by the British army.?

Nothing at all. The Parl-
iamentary cretins have de-
liberately turned a blind
eye to the whole sordid aff-
air.

But plenty of eye-witnesses
inecluding a BBC reporter
Paul Clements, testify they
saw two army landrovers de-
liberately drive into a
crowd of protesting youths
at 50 mph with no hope or
intention of stopping.

Clements "saw a few people
hurled into the air by the
force of the impact," the
vehicles '"having made no
apparent effort to stop".

Morris McCusker said "the
speed they were going scared
the 1ife out of me. As they
passed me, swinging from
side to side, I thought I
could see five soldiers in
each. when I looked back, I
saw the first landrover hit
a boy, and then another was
thrown up in the air. The
landrovers stopped quickly.
Then they quickly reversed.
The second vehicle backed
over the lad who was lying
on the road. Then both cars
backed rapidly up the hill."

Charlie Gallagher saids

"I just couldn't believe
vhat I saw. One lad was
running fast down the road
and I could see the Jeep dr-
ive on to him. It hit him in
the back. His face contorted
with pain. He pitched for-
ward, The jeep ran over him.
I opened the front door and
rushed out., T eaw this lad -
I now know his name is Gary
English - lying limp on the
road, face upwards, his hands
and legs spread out.

"Then I looked to the right
and saw another lad lying Just
near the lamp post on this
10gide of the street. He had

his head resting on the pave-
ment and was bleeding from
the mouth. The jeeps were re-
versing. One ran over the fi-
rot lad. Then the other one
stopped near him. I saw a so-
ldier hop out and grab the
boy by the belt and haul him
into the jeep. Then they
backed up the hill.”

The arrogant Tory Govern-
ment spokesman David Mitch-
ell, MP, said cynically:
"There are a lot of road
accidents in Ulster".

And there are a lot of
slavish dogs defending the
British capitalist state in
Parliament, as many on the
Labour side as on the Tory
benches. For not a single
Labour MP has yet spoken up
for the murdered youths
Jimmy Brown and Gary English.

14. May 14,1981
(Bulletin 88)

The break forced in the
bourgeoisie's notorious 'bi-
partisan' parliamentary con-
spiracy over Ireland marks -
the beginning of the end for
the British ruling class's
military domination.

Tuesday's 'troops out’
call from Wedgwood Benn re-
flects the growing irresist-
ible pressure from world op-
inion for Britain to wind
up the criminal and artific-
ial partition of Ireland.

It signals the astonishing
victory of the Republican
working class and the IRA in
the north over the vicious
police statelet put into the
hands c¢f the bigoted Orange
bourgeoisie in 1921 and
maintained ever since by the
most outrageous gerrymander—
ing, discrimination, and
Judicial violence.

The heroic struggle of the
IRA hunger strikers has been
the culminating point in a
long, long campaign of sacr-
ifice and suffering by the
Irish people for their com-
plete national liberation.

Bobby Sands and now Franc-
is Hughes have been made to
die by the British ruling
class in the latest round of
troubles, along with many
more wounded or killed daily
by the British police-state
terror.

And many more may yet be
made to die, for the struggle
is far from over.

But the clear determinat-
ion of the IRA and the Rep-
ublican working class to
fight to the death to break
the artificial British cap-
italist statelet, and the
overvhelming international
support it is getting, has
finally undemined class
collaboration in Britain to
subjugate Ireland.

Benn's sheepish: "I do not
believe there is any future
in a policy which hinges on
a pledge that leaves British
troope in northern Ireland
and prevents the Irish people

from coming together and fin-
ding a solution themselves"
reflects at long last an acc-

eptance by growing nunbers

of British workers that the
bloody nonsense of the Ulster
atatelet and the 'pledge to
the loyalists' cannot go on.

Proposing the temporary
entry of a United Nations
peace-keeping force to re-
place the British troops
vwhich were "a major part of
the problem", Benn said that
the partition of Ireland was
"a orime against the Irish
people."” He believed that
Britain should set as a
clear objective of British
policy that the Irish people
of both north and south sh-
ould solve their own prob-
lems without violence.

Although not spelled out,
it clearly means the obv-
ious solution to the fester-
ing sore of Britain's
Irish statelet which could
have been applied at any
time during the last 60
years of the problem (which
should not have been begun
in 1921 in the first placey
namely instructions from
Westminster to reunite Ire-
land under the Dublin repub-
lican government, with strict
orders to the Orange bourgeo-
isie to hand over power, pull
in their horns, or face the
consequences.

But as with the deposed
white ruling class in Rhodes-
ia, there would hardly be any
consequences.

Irish nationalism inevitably
has all of the Irish masses
on its side. Imperialist 'loy-
alism' had support from 'pro-
testant' workers in the epoch
when the empire was rich and
powerful, and the perks and
privileges from following the
Union Jack were considerable.

But that period is dead and
gone. None but a handful of
backward-minded fascists would
fight behind Paisley for more
than a month, there being no
future now to empire loyal-

iem.

The 10% of the people of
Ireland who do not wish to
live under the Irish Rep-
ublio can either put up with
it and quickly get ueed to
it, retain their British cit-
izenship and social rights,
or get out.

This simple solution would

have been applied much earl-
ier but for the residues of
imperialist chauvinism in

the British Labour Party
which in its periods in off-
ice has administered the col-
onial empire far more viciou-
sly than even the Tory ruling
class which created it.

This imperialist class
collaboration, fronted by
the Parliamentary facade of
'bi-partisanship on foreign
policy', has lasted longest
on Ireland because of the
patent fraud about 'British
citizens there who want to
live under the British flag'.

This chauvinistic nonsense

could have been artificially
arranged to carve out little
pleces of every single col-
ony that Britain has ever
been forced to get out of,
particularly India, Rho~
desia, Kenya, and Zambia.

It was done in Ireland be-
cause of the strategic con-
cern of British imperialism
at having an unguarded isl-~
and rear in Burope.

But it is the anti-imper—
ialist hationalist aspirat-
ions of Ireland that have to
prevail eventually. The grow-
ing acceptance by workers in
Britain that the Ulster stat-
elet stunt must go, and the
limited reflection of this
in Benn, can only increase,
to the point where a British
government in the near future
- under Thatcher, or Foot,
or Benn, whatever it requires,
- will be forced to get out.

15, May 21,1981
(Bulletin 89)

Thatcher's attempt to Jeer
at the IRA for 'cold-blooded
cynicism® in regarding the
hunger strikers as 'more val-
uable dead than alive' will
bounce back badly on her.

The values and methods of
nationalist liberation stru-
gegles are not necessarily
shared by revolutionary soc-
ialists.

But to doubt the heroic
suffering and self-sacrific-
ing dedication to their cause
of the Irish nationalists
seems particularly stupid,
and asking for more trouble.

It is no mere coincidence
that the IRA statement(foll-
owing their immediately going
out and blowing up the am-
oured Saracen) pointedly de-
clared that British politic-
ians really "do not give a
damn" for the loss of the
five soldiers' lives.

It was a direct reply to
Thatcher's sneer at the her-
oism of the hunger strikers,
and carried far more weight.

What is the purpose of
Thatcher's sneering at the
bravery of all the Irish
nationalists, leaders and led?

To challenge the IRA and
the INLA to wage even more
devastating and self-saocrif-
icing guerrilla war against
the British police-military
diotatorship to prove her
wrong.?

What more blatantly cyn—
ical playing with the lives
of soldiers dying in the
war could there be.?

The five who died in the
Saracen at Altnaveigh are
the responsibility of That-
cher and the British ruling
class, just ae all the other
600 who have so far been
killed on the British side.

Even more pointedly, the
IRA statement asked the Brit-
ish forces: "How many times
have you been told the IRA
has been defeated? You are
fighting a war you cannot
win."






gave to Paisley on his rec-
ent attempt to revive the
'Carson trail'. As the Bull-
etin explained, British imp-
erialism is now a dying id-
eology, nothing like the
powerful political and econ-
omic influence it was in
1911. Its last few 'loyalist’®
fanatice are a comic-opera
Joke compared to the vicious
British ruling class thugs
who forced the partition of
Ireland in the first place
and started off the tragio
history of 'Northern Ire-
land'. Their remnants can
still do damage. But their
'loyalist oause' is a hope-
lessly lost one,

Meanwhile the massive
turnouts of over 20,000 for
the funeral of Patsy O'Hara
in Derry City, and another
20,000 for the funeral of
Raymond McCreesh in South
Armagh, the third and
fourth hunger strikers to
sacrifice their lives for
the national liberation str-
uggle, confirm the election
results’ indication that the
tide of opinion among the
Republican Irish is still
swinging strongly in favour
of an all-out confrontation
with the British authorities.

The dirty tactics of the
Orange bigots running the
death~bed hospital in the
Long Kesh concentration
camp in pretending they had
a tape-recording of McCreesh
as he was dying asking to
come off his hunger strike,
has only inflamed national-
ist opinion further.

Still further pressure may
be piled up against British
imperialism's contimued stup-
id stubbornness if Welsh Nat-
ionalist MP Dafydd Thomas
goes ahead with his threat
to move the writ for a furth-
er by-election in Fermanagh
following hunger-striker MP
Bobby Sands's death.

The crooked conspirators
in the Westminster Parlia-
ment, Tory and Labour, had
cooked up a scheme whereby
they would delay a new by-
election until they had had
time to bend the rules to
prevent another IRA hunger-
striker standing in Sands's
place.

And the greatest arm-twist-
ing pressure being put on
Thomas not to move the writ
has come not from the Tory
ruling class but from their
loyal Labour lieutenants who
have helped British capitali-
sm run its empire for the

Below: Patsy O'Hara—

died after 61 days

past 80 years.

The press reported that
Thomas made his statement
"after intense pressure from
the Labour Party leadership
to dissuade him from getting
involved in Northern Ireland
politics."

These social democracy
scum will disappear along
with the overthrow of Brit-
ish imperialism.

17. June 4,1981
(Bulletin 91)

In an umusual move at Whi-
tehall's request, the full
text was put out of Thatcher's
speech on her flying visit
to Ulster at the end of last
week.

The pretence of continued
support for the British col-
ony and defiance of the nat-
ional liberation struggle
was maintained on the surf-
acet

But between the lines, the
clear wish to get out and be
rid of the endless insoluble
crisis could be discerned.

The ruling class establish~
ment remains determined that
the IRA's guerrilla war
shall not be seen to have
won anything. They want no
precedent being set in mod-
ern Britain of a success-
ful armed revolutionary str-
uggle being carried out.
Hence the continued extreme
sensitiveness on how British
capitaliem's defeat is being
reported to the working
class. Hence the continued
blatant and brutal censor-
ship such as the banning at
the last minute of this
week's World In Action pro-
gramme on the occupied zone.

And the Tories cannot bear
the thought of having to eat
their words and accept the
guerrillas' defeat of their
artificial British statelet
in the north of Ireland.

So a great show of contin-
ued loyalty to four kith and
kin' (i.e. the Orange bour-
geois gangsters who ran the
crooked statelet for 60
years growing fat off ite
perks and privileges) to
whom the notorious 'guarant-
ee' of perpetually remain-
ing part of Britain,if they
wanted it, was given.

But curiously, Thatcher's
speech makes no reference to
the continuation of 'North-
ern Ireland!, the statelet,
as such.

She referred to 'the fut—
ure of the province' which
could mean anything. Then
she referred specifically to
'the well-being of all the
people of Northern Ireland'
vhich means anything but a
commitment to maintaining the
gerrymandered statelet.

Thatcher then admitted:
"People say that something

must be wrong when such things

(as the violence and the hun-
ger strikes) can happen. They
are right."

She added: "I recognise
that the present violence
has its roots deep in the
past.”

Even more frankly, she con-
fessed: "The Government can-
not bring peace and tranquil-
ity. These things are not in
our gift."

This is a far cry from all
the past boasting about how
the 'men of vialence' were
being beaten.

All Thatcher's references
to the national liberation
struggle were very muted,
compared to past bombast.

She did say, in a some-
what negative, defeatist way:
"The Government is not pre-
pared to legitimise their
cause by word or deed."

But then she defined the
nationalist cause in such
an unrecognisable and out-
landish way that her promise
is safe for all time - and
neaningless.

"That cause is a dictator-
ship by force and by fear in
Northern Ireland and in the
Republic. These men deny de-~
mocracy everywhere;they seek
power for themselves."

It was the total and infam-
ous denial of democracy to
the Republican working people
in the first 50 years of the
gerrymandered Orange bourg—
eois statelet,-condoned and
protected by every Tory and
Labour Government in modern
times,~that led directly to
the present phase cf the
troubles, exactly the oppos-
ite of Thatcher's lies.

It has only been the det-
ermination of the Irish nat-
ionalists for armed struggle
that has forced an end to
that outrageous capitalist
dictatorship, contrary to
Thatcher's lies.

And despite the intolerable
terror and pressures of the
British police-military dict-
atorship which has replaced
that Orange bigotry as the
formal power, it is the nat-
ional liberation struggle
vhich has scored the most
spectacular triumphs even at
the British establishment's
own 'democratic! game, winn~
ing the Fermanagh by-election
to the Westminster seat with
hunger-striker Bobby Sands,
winning spectacular victories

in the recent local electionms,

and now forcing the Green To-
ries in Dublin to accept the
hunger strike, the national

liberation struggle, and the

reunification of Ireland as
the main issue in the current
election campaign in the Rep-
ublic. All completely contr-
ary to Thatcher's lies.

She also got a quick rebuff
on another weird thing she
said about the hunger strikes
posseibly being the national-
ist guerrillas "last card".

As another irresponsible
challenge to the IRA to do
its worst, if that's what it
was, it quickly backfired
with the assassination of
yet another RUC bully bdoy,

and the cryptic comment from
the IRA: "This isn't the
last card, Mrs Thatcher".

This week's Panorama gave
Tory Supremo Atkins the opp-
ortunity to pour out more
unchallenged dictatorship
propaganda such as that the
massive turnouts for the
funerals of the dead hunger-
strikers were the result of
intimidation and coercion.
(Then how about the secret
ballot vote for Sands in the
election, Mr Atkins.?)

Naturally such rude points
can never be mede to Minist-
ers on the BBC. But he was
forced to agree that only a
completely new political set-
up could end the crisis. .

Bome diehard apologists for
the imperialist system are
now punting the idea of a
yet further re-partition of
Ireland to still leave the
decaying Orange colonial ord-
er with its own mini-statelet
east of the River Bann. No
chance. The partition racket
is up for good. Ireland will
be reunited.

So badly has British imp-
erialiem's international
standing been vilified for
ite paralysed refusal to
concede and organise this
obvious way forward that the
Catholio bishops in the north
refused even to meet Thatch-
er on her recent flying vis-
it, = un unpreocedented snud
from such a reactionary gang.

The revolt by the Republic-
an masses to end the police-
military diotatorship in the
occupied zone oan only grow,
and with it this internation-
al pressure. Britain will be
forced to get out.

18, July 23,1981
(Bulletin 98)

The greatest stupidity of
the utterly reactionary Lab—
our Party support for Tory
pig-headedness over Ireland
is that clearly they are
locking the stable door aft-
er the horse has bolted.

The backward toe-rag for
Thatcher's Union Jack nation-
alism - Labour's Ireland
spokesman Don Concannon -
continues dully to mimic his
ruling class betters: "There
must be no direct negotiat-
ions with the H-Block hunger
strikers which would confer
political status.”

The neanderthal Concannon
ia even more dense than his
Establishment mentors on
this,

It looks possible that the
Tories will be forced by the
increasing hostility of world
public opinion (to their pol-
icy of branding the Republic-
an national liberation fight-
ers as common ‘criminals!)-
to be geen to be giving the
H-Block detainees what they
want,in spite of all Thatch-
er's efforts to avoid 'loss
of face!.
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political struggle in Ireland.

The IRA hunger strike lead-
er Bobby Sands. the first man
to sacrifice his life, won
international acclaim as the
victor of the Fermanagh and
South Tyrone by-election to
the Westminster Parliament.

He won immortality for the
bravery of his stand and the
powerful stories he wrote ab-
out his struggle and prison
life, and smuggled out of his
death cell.

Then two other Republican
prisoners won seats to the
Irish Parliament, the Dail, in
Dublin,

All the time, the depth and
strength of support for the
national liberation struggle
continued growing rapidly am-
ong the working masses in the
occupied north and in the Rep-
ublic of Ireland as well.

Recruits began pouring in,
ensuring the ultimate victory
of the Republican guerrilla
war (1f 1t wasn't already ass-
ured by the very unanswerable-
ness of Irishmen's demand for
reunification and the end of
British occupation)

Abroad, the national liber-
ation's gains were even more
spectacular.

In the USA in particular,
the large emigrant Irish com-
munity began pouring in funds
to support the Republican
cause as never before.

Massive political protests
turmed the North of America
into virtually a no-go-area
for the British monarchy.
Charles had to cut short a
visit there after repeated
booing demonstrations against
his presence. And Margaret was
prevented from going there at
all to avoid further public
international embarrassment
to British imperialism.

The pig-headed Thatcher
cause, which has no policy but
mortally fears to be shown to
have been defeated by a guerr-
illa war, was exposed and de-
feated on every issue.

The prisoners won worldwide
political status. The national
liberation struggle was immea~-
surably strengthened in the
process. And at the end of it
all, the prisoners have won
their case: no criminal unif-
orms; political levels of re-
mission; unique levels of pol-
itical association between
cells and neighbouring wings;
political levels of education
and work training as opposed
to punitive mail-bag sewing:
and improved rights to visits
and letters.

In the course of this hist-
oric struggle, the national
liberation struggle learned
as well valuable lessons ab-
out the enemies on its own
side in the form of the Cath-
olio clergy who did their best
to help imperialism undermine
the hunger strike campaign by
working on the unfortunate
parents and relatives to int-
ervene to prevent death after

the coma stage had been rea~
ched.

Father Faul and the canting
church hierarchy may have
pulled a stroke this time in
forcing an end to the hunger
strike campaign before the
prisoners had decided on it
themselves.

But it will only have been
at the cost of much of their
insidious long-term reaction~-
ary influence over the Republ-
ican Irish.

Out of Ireland's inevitably

victorious national liberation

struggle for reunification in
the not too distant future is
bound to come the revolution-

comfort of their academic arm- land is inevitably dominated

chairs in Britain, like the
Spartacists, the Militant,
Thornett's crowd, etc, etc,
are not merely confused on
this matter. Who cares.?

by the struggle against Bri-
tish imperialiem.

It is partly to frustrate
Ireland's reunification and
the likely rapid development

The only objective role the- towards a socialist state in

ir sniping plays is to help
bourgeois ideological confus-
ion try to defeat the Irish
national liberation movement.

In other words, these ver-
min are simply playing imper-
ialism's game.

20. October 15,1981
(Bulletin 110)
Ireland's national liberat-

the wake of it that the Brit-
ish ruling class continue to
stubbornly hang on to their
Irish colony.

The recent shifts in the
establishment's calculations
on this score are the result
of the increasingly revolut-
ilonary politicisation of the
Republican masses as a result
of that continued partition.

Because of the general ad-

ary socialist struggle which 4,n yar for the reunification vance of the world socialist

will be the only way, in the
midst of capitalism's terminal
crisis, to satisfy the legit-
imate national aspirations of
the Irish people.

Those 'left' sectarian im-
beciles in the British middle
class 'revolutionary' move-~
ment who oppose the national-
ist struggle in the name of
'socialism' haven't the first
clue as to how real political
development takes place.

There is not the remotest
immediate prospect of an Ir-
ish revolutionary socialist
movement defeating imperial-
ism to form a united socialist
Ireland as part of a British
socialist federation. Nor is
there any chance at present
of a British revolutionary so-
cialist movement achieving the
same result through seizing
power in London.

But there is every prospect
of an early defeat to British
imperialism in Ireland in its
crude form of the occupation
of the northern territory.

Such a defeat for British

of their country will not
stop until the British occup-
ation of the north is ended.

Not only must the police-
military dictatorship be dis-
mantled by withdrawing all
troops but the gerrymandered
bastard bourgeois Orange st-
atelet known as "Northern Ire-
land", artificially imposed
by British military dominat-
ion in 1921, must also be
wound up.

Until the tiny Rule Britan-
nia colonialist Protestant
ruling class are knocked off
their perches in the six nor-
thern counties, Ireland's war
of independence will never
be over. Ulster will remain
a slaughterhouse for demoral-
ised British administrators
and local residents alike,
and the nail bombs and such
are bound to spill over onto
the mainland.

It would only take the tem-
porary detention of a few
thousand extremist Protestant
leaders for the disgraceful

impefialism would be a coloss- Partition of Ireland to be

al defeat for all imperialism,; abolished in a matter of days.
Ireland's Green Tories includ-

ed. Such a revolutionary ad-
vance, won in the teeth of

the most savage repression
and viciousness from success-
ive London regimes and in the

Restoring all 32 counties
to the Republic of Ireland is

the logical and inevitable so-

lution.
The bourgeois Protestant
hierarchy, - landowners and

teeth of hitherto total indif-y,ginegsmen and local admin-

ference by the great 'free
world', would, - and is prov-
ing to be, - a mighty stimul-
us to revolutionary develop-
ment in general.

The clear signs of revolut-
ionary socialist political de-
velopment within the broad
Republican movement are obv-
ious evidence of the deep pol-
iticisation that the anti-im-
perialist struggle has inev-
itably brought with it.

It is pointless to specul-
ate whether a revolutionary
soclalist organisation will
arise directly out of the
national liberation move-
ment, or indirectly.

But that the final victory
of the national liberation
struggle over British imper-
ialism will give an enormous
revolutionary boost to the
politicisation of the Irish
struggle is beyond any doubt.

Those who snipe at the nat-
ionalist movement from the

istrators - , will not even
suffer under government from
the capitalist regime in Dub-
1lin.

The reactionary emotional
ties to British imperialism
of the 'loyalist' colonialist
ruling circles in Ulster can

struggle, the imperialists
are now considering whether
the revolutionary movement
would not be more effectively
delayed at this stage by all-
owing the reunification under
a capitalist regime in Dublin
in the hope that it would sa~
tisfy Irish national aspirat-
ions for a long time and not
turn them towards socialist
revolution for a real flower-
ing of Ireland.

The British establishment
is also counting the cost of
the continued war of indep-
endence on political attitu-
des in Britain.

In such a period of rapid
advance of the worldwide anti-
imperialist movement, the
poor international publicity
the British ruling class is
getting from its bogged-down
vicious military mess in the
north of Ireland,plus the dam-
age to prestige that the hun-
ger strikers have inflicted,
is breaking up the traditional
reactionary class collaborat-
ion between British imperial-
ism and the British working
class.

Public opinion in general
and conference decisions in-
side the Labour Party are now
firmly heading towards ending
the British interest in the
north of Ireland, abandoning
the reactionary loyalist veto
over any change there, and
preparing for the reunificat-
ion of Ireland.

Prior's speech to Tory con-
ference on Tuesday was signi-
ficantly all about this, -~
when he could have been mak-
ing a meal of the bitter real-

even be satisfied by allowing jyv of Ireland's national 1ib-
those that want it to retain eration war come to the str—
full British citizenship. eets of Britain in the form
Reunification will not solve of the Pimlico nail-bombing
any of Ireland's economic pro- and its inevitably tragic con

blems, of course.
As with every capitalist

sequences on innocent bystan-
ders,(the like of which hap-

country caught up in the sys— pens every day in the occup-

tem's worldwide crisis and
slump, only the socialist

ied north of Ireland.)
Prior didn't follow Thatch-

revolution will bring an end er's sick insincere sob-stuff
to that. about the victims of violence
But the Irish national ques- - violence which all stems
tion continues to dominate from and was begun by Britain
the class struggle in Ireland,imperialist domination of Ir-
just as 1t was meant to do by °land, - but instead explain-

the vicious British partition €4 why closer links must be
of 1921. established between the Rep-

The class struggle in Ire- ublioc of Ireland and the oco-



upied north.
It can be seen in part as
a new version of an old imp-

beat the bombers, join them."

Pailsley has certainly got
the message right, loud and
clear., He knows he is being
sold out, bit by bit. He is

iative now, and completely

The massacre of innocent
hostile to every London init- bystanders in the bombing cam—1loss of innocent life.
paign, even if it is limited

than renew the mainland bomb- ly seen to be an outdated, ex-
ing campaign.

And inevitably there will

rensive, and unsuccessful sav- always be innocent victims of
A new 'Free Derry' or 'Free agery which can only brutalise the war, among bystanders.

erialist trick:"If you can't West Belfast' area would have and destroy the perpetrators.
electrified international news
coverage as did the Bobby San- ish streets
ds election victory and hung- be seen (by even the most cl-
er strike,

It would also be outrageou-

The odd bomd or two on Brit- sly incorrect to lend any cre-
could only ever

dence to the vicious, racist
Fleet Street campaign to bdr-

ass-conscious bereaved worker) and the Republican forces as

as a cruel irony and a tragic thoughtless, inhuman killer-

maniacs. Just the opposite.

The regime in London is not The British public are lucky

Jaundiced over the capitulat- to legitimate targets like the THEIR goverrment any more than the indescribable suff—

ion to the hunger strikers

ublicans' powerful and irre-
sistible worldwide political

Irish Guards depot in London, the Green Tory rats in Dublin
over criminal prison clothing, inevitably confuses more Brit-are 'THEIR government' of the
the initial cause of the Rep- ish workers than it clarifies.Irish people, or the appall-
The idea that British work- ing Gerry Fitt was'THEIR rep-
ers "ought to know better" and resentative'of the people of
status campaign which has now that a taste of bombing on the West Belfast. Do the IRA in-

ering and brutality imposed
on the north of Ireland by
the British oocupying police-
military dictatorship could
well have sparked off a re-
ally indiscriminate murder-—

seen them internationally re- gtreets of London "will bring tend to bomb innocent Republ- ously vengeful extreme right-

cognised as a legitimate and

ion struggle.

The Republicans would have
been better advised to set
up a new no-go 'Free Derry'

as the next move in their co-

home to them what THEIR gov-
unstoppable national liberat~ errment is doing to Irish peo- fast to 'bring home to them'

ple on the streets of Belfast"the need never to return Gerry
betrays the nationalists' we- Fitt as MP.?
ll-known idealist illusions

and tragic contempt for Marx-~
area or something of the kind ist materialist philosophy.

British workers will desert
ntinuing campaign forcing Br- imperialism when its operat-
itish imperialism out, rather ions abroad are finally clear-the occupied north of Ireland.

ican bystanders in West Bel-

The British ruling class
and capitalist state remain
a legitimate target for the
national liberation war wh-
ether they are in London or

wing nationalist reaction.
The IRA is not remotely like
any such organisation.

But the possible negative
consequences of using the te-
rrorist weapon and the need
for the maximum possible cau-
tion cannot be stressed en-

ough.

21. October 29,1981
(Bulletin 112)

The Tory Government and every British
imperialist regime before it are respons-
ible for the bombs now going off in the
capital,

Ireland®s war of independence against
Britain has gone on for 700 years and it
will continue until the infamous partit=
ion imposed in 1921 is ended and final
full independence granted to the whole
of united Ireland,

The pro=Union Jack colonialist settlers
in Ulster will either have to quit Ireland
or put up with living under a Republican
government in Dublin, just as the white
Rhodesian settlers finally had to put up
with living under the black republic of
Zimbabwe or get out.

The fact that the Orange protestant
bourgeoisie have been lording it over
Irish land, commerce, industry, and
political affairs for 300 years rather
than the 100 years of the settler rule
in Rhodesia makes not the slightest diff-
erence,

Ireland is one country and the Irish
have every right, as does every other
nation, to full independence and self=
determination,

The national liberation struggle is a
legitimate guerrilla war and the IRA
have every justification in taking the
struggle against military domination,
which has turned the whole of the occ=
upied north into a battlefield, onto the
mainland of Britain,

Or as the Republican statement more
starkly put it after the latest Oxford Str-
eet explosions, the fear and danger to
Londoners from the bombs is something
every Irish child has to live with hourly
in the occupied north from plastic bull=

ets, small arms fire, nmaway vehicles,
and the rest of the death~dealing mach=-
inery of domination and destruction
used by British imperialism to keep hold
of Ulster,

It is a war British imperialism cannot
possibly win

On the other hand, it is a war the Ir=
ish Republicans can, and will, fight
ceaselessly.

There is no way that the Republican
Irish in the occupied north, or those in
the South, will ever forget that part of
their country remains under foreign dome
ination,

It is utter nonsense to pretend that the
obstructions that hardcore fascist 'loyal=-
ists? of the Union Jack-waving kind in
the north would put up against any re-
unification of Ireland cannot easily be
overcome,

It would take no more than the temp=
orary detention of a few thousand bourg=

eois Orange bigots like Paisley and the
winding up of the doomed bastard state-

let of "Northern Ireland' would be quickly
over in weeks,

Those wishing to retain British citizen=
ship could do so. Those wishing to live
in the UK rather than the Irish Republic
could obviously do so as well, The vast
majority of Ulstermen would contentedly
choose to stay and live in Ireland, a un=
ited Republican Ireland.

The national liberation struggle, and
the enormous international support it
has now won = especially through the
hunger strikes and Sands victory in the
Fermanagh by=election and his subsequ-
ent martyrdom, = is finally forcing even
the die-hard British bourgeoisie to accept
that its days of ruling over part of Ireland
are at last numbered.

The Labowr Party has already adopted

a vague policy of seeing a re-united Ire~
land as the only real long=term solution,

Public opinion generally is overwhelm=
ingly in favour of British troops being pu=
Iled out immediately,

Other important large sections of the
British establishment are becoming con=
vinced that the stupid reactionary *pled=
ge' (to the 'loyalists' to allow them to
veto for evermore any further solution of
Ireland's 700=year torment by completing
its independence) is out of date and impo=-
ssible to justify in the modern world,

But the Thatcher clique has deliberately
set its ridiculous stubborn neck against
any 'capitulation under duress® to incre=
asingly irate world opinion against the
continued British occupation, and police~
military dictatorship,

Solely because of this hopelessly mori-
bund regime's paranoid fear of "loss of
face! in a raging slump which it cannot
cure are the bombs going off in Oxford
Street,

The British capitalist state authorities
are naturally making a meal of the
situation, sending in bomb disposal ex=
perts to get themselves blown up when
there is not the slightest need since only
capitalist property is at stake once a
clear warning of bombs placed has been
given,

But to protect 'property’ - the basis of
the whole capitalist system, = and to
whip up the *beleaguered capital® war
atmosphere, the authorities are deliber=
ately turning the commercial disruption
of London into a 'no women and children
are now safe' jingoistic atmosphere to
continue the war against the Irish nation=
al liberation struggle and indirectly step
up the pressure against all militant str-

uggles against the capitalist state, 15



Bomb disposal experts are needlessly
put at risk in order to give the entire
police and military authority a spurious
heroism in the eyes of the public at a
time when workers suspicion and hatred
of the capitalist state authorities is gr=
owing and is bound to grow further as
social tensions increase (like the summer
riots) as the insoluble slump gets deeper
and deeper,

The authorities hope that hostile critic~
ism recently of the police over their con=
tinued brutal and lawless conduct will
disappear now that they are posing as *he=
roes! in the front line fight against the
terrorist menace’,

It is all bunkum, It is the Irish in Ulster
who are terrorised, And the British capital=-
ist state's role against the Irish national li=
beration struggle will in the end lose the
establishment more support and toleration,
not increase it,

Because sooner or later, the British worke
ing class will have had enough of the bru=
tal consequences of imperialist war such
as explosions in Oxford Street and will de-
mand that the military occupation of Ire=
land be ended once and for good.

22, November 12,1981
(Bulletin 114)

Inconsistency has been alleged against
the Bulletin in its declared differences
with some of the terrorist tactics of
the Irish nationalists but its refusal to join
in the general condemnation of the IRA
for the recent London bombings and insis-
tence instead in placing ALL of the blame
SOLELY on British imperialism's refusal to
get out of Ireland,

There is no inconsistency,

The Workers Party is totally devoted to
the building of a vanguard,strong in Marx=-
ist=Leninist theory,and the political mob=
ilisation of the working masses for the
socialist revolution as the only solution
to the problems of the slump-ridden im-
perialist system in Britain, Ireland, or
anywhere else,

All nationalist movements are bourge=
ois=idealist in their philosophy, Bulletin
110 for example explained at some length
a total disagreement with the tragic Re=
publican illusion that bombs in Oxford
Street "will bring home to British workers
what THEIR government is doing to Irish
people on the streets of Belfast," pointing
out that London regimes are no more
'THEIR government! as far as British wor=
kers are concerned than the parliamentary
traitor Gerry Fitt was 'THEIR representate
tve' as far as the Republican supporters
in West Belfast were concerned, Would
the IRA deliberately bomb their own su~-

6 pporters in West Belfast because Fitt had

wangled parliamentary backing there.?
Obviously not,

But having made clear the complete
divergence between the philosophy and
tactics of Marxism and those of national-
ism, the fact remains that the conflict
between Irish Republicanism's national
liberation struggle and imperialism is
one major feature of the totality of class
struggle relations which is the British po-
litical scene today,

The realistic prospect of the final def-
eat of British imperialism by Irish nation=
alism, backed by world public opinion
and growing disquiet in Britain, would un=~
mistakably be a set=back for the imper~
ialist-capitalist system as a whole and
therefore of assistance to the anti=imp=
erialist struggle as a whole including the
socialist revolution,

Therefore, with the complete indepen~
dence of the Workers Party from the phil-
osophy and tactics of nationalism being
clearly understood, the ONLY point to
make when the national liberation stru=-
ggle against British imperialism spills
over onto the streets of London is to TO=
TALLY CONDEMN imperialism and RE=
FUSE in any way to join in the clacque
against the IRA,

This amounts SOLELY to a refusal to in
any way take the slightest part in the gen-
eral British bourgeois nationalist criticism
of the IRA for their terrorism,

To make ANY condemnation of the
IRA"s tactics at such a critical moment
after the bombs have gone off is, willy«
nilly, to join in this general bourgeois
condemnation and therefore to take the
part, however slightly and indirectly, of
the British capitalist state,

Any tactical 'advice! to the nationalists
that they would be better off abandoning
certain methods and targets or pursuing
other methods and targets entirely is cl=
early purely academic,

It is totally removed from any notion of
a debate on tactics with the IRA, There
could never be a basis for any debate on
such matters between two such totally
opposed philosophies as Marxism and nat=
ionalism,

Speculation about what tactics the IRA
for example might choose next to further
rout British imperialism over its continued
illegal occupation of the north of Ireland
arises solely as a normal legitimate part
of the attempt to better understand and
explain the movement of all forces in the
complex class struggle, What the bourg=
eoisie do and what the nationalists do,
and why they do it, are significant infl-
uences in that struggle.

There is no contradiction between last
week's Bulletin saying: "Sooner or later,
the British working class will have had en=

ough of the brutal consequences of imp=
erialist war such as explosions in Oxford
Street,and will demand that the military
occupation of Ireland be ended once and
for good" = at the end of an article acke
nowledging the nationalists*® right to pur-
sue their guerrilla war against the PBritish
police=military dictatorship onto the ma=~
inland itself, = and Bulletin 110 which
derided thelr bourgeois-idealist illusions
about bombing British workers into forcing
‘their' government to end its occupation.

That 110 article also declaredj "British
workers will desert imperialis;mm when its
operations abroad are finally clearly seen
to be an outdated, expensive, and un-
successful savagery which can only brutal«
ise and destroy the perpetrators.™

The clear distinction is that bourgeois=
idealist nationalists crudely think that
propaganda alone, or terrorist tactics,
will simply persuade British workers to
'decide’ to abandon imperialist argum=-
ents over Ireland in favour of Yjustice! for
Irish nationalism,

Whereas Marxism sees the totality of
material consequences of the classestruggle
relations between the capitalist state and
workers,-(not excluding the political and
economic consequences of a national=lib=

eration war within those materhl conse=
quences,)»a.s finally providing the basis for
revolutionary socialist consciousnes(with-
in which, naturally, the defeat of one's
‘own! capitalist state in all its imperialist
conflicts would be included.)

This completely different understanding
of how and why British workers are finally
breaking from imperialism could not make
clearer the Workers Party's disagreement
with terrorist tactics,

But when the next bomb goes off, what=
ever tragic damage it causes, the essenti=
al thing for revolutionary socialists will
be to condemn imperialism as being
WHOLLY responsible,and to declare again
that British forces must get out of Ireland
immediately, and the bastard bowrgeois-
colonialist Northern Ireland statelet be
wound up forthwith, and Ireland reunited,

23, December 10,1981
(Bulletin 118)

The Workers Party's longstanding con-
fident assertion that British imperialism
was slowly being forced to give up its
Ulster colony is now widely echoed.

But every sector of bourgeois opinion,
from far right to 'Trotskyist! left, ostrich=
like tries to deny or ignore the obvious
role the IRA' national liberation struggle
has had in making *Loyalist' dictatorship
over the occupied north of Ireland no lone
ger tenable,

The capitalist press are full of inspired



stories about bold new plans to 'reconcile’
the two Irish traditions in various levels
of confederation plans, the upshot of
which is to quietly drop the outrageous
provocative partition of 1921 which ine
tended henceforth to pretend that part of
Ireland would forever be part of Britain,

But they say nothing at all about how or
why this dramatic climbedown has been
made from the position adopted at the
height of British imperial arrogance (1912)
(which prepared a fullscale military coup
within the British ruling class against the
Liberal government in Westminster to
scuttle agreed legislation to give Home
Rule to all Ireland,)

The Carson rebellion including the
Curragh army office mutiny and open
encouragement of a putsch by the Tory
Party, saved the day for the bastard Or=
ange bourgeois-dominated statelet in a
gerrymandered piece of territory carved
out of six counties of the nine counties
of the old province of Ulster.

But that powerful heyday of empire is
now long since dead and buried.

Behind the greedy merchants and land-
owners of the occupied north now, fear=
ful of losing their tinpot local political
and economic domination, are not the
great imperialist families of Tory Britain
with enormous confidence and influence
behind them, These are only a shadow of
their former selves now, and looking des=
perately to their own survival, never
mind trying to pick the Ulster dynasties®
chestnuts out of an increasingly dangerous
fire of antieimperialist revolt as well,

Behind the great Orange rebellion of
today lies merely the seedy fascistic wind=
baggery of bigoted, racialist, small=-
minded jingoists who have lost their nerve
and have lost any imperial cause worth
following or sacrificing for.

How the socialechauvinist 'protestant’
workers of the British enclave will react
to the coming sell=out is still not certain,

But if the Orangemen lose their working
class support because British imperialism
is such an economically decayed system
that it can no longer deliver to its 'loyal?
workers the privileged existence that was
once available out of imperialist booty,
then the Paisley attempt to repeat the
Carson rebellion will be one of the most
ridiculous damp squibs in all history.

The capitalist press report Powell's exe

posure of the secret British=Irish agreement

to create an all-Ireland state,

Reagan's spokesman William Clark con-
firms Powell's charge that the US imper=
ialists are behind this abandonment of the
embarrassing <to-the«West police~military
dictatorship in the occupied north of Ire=-
land by openly calling for reunification,

But all of this inspired press speculation

goes ahead without anyone once mentioning
the Republican struggle in the north over
the last 12 years (and for 7 years before
that) which has dominated world headlines
and transformed the position into an impo=-
ssible one for imperialism,

They refuse even to acknowledge in the
same breath the very existence of the arme
ed Republican struggle.

They fear like the plague to acknowledge
that the armed national liberation struggle
against the impossible and unshakable
gerrymandered dictatorship in the north
coincided and grew out of the degeneration
of British imperialism, finally forcing the
political superstructure to reckon with the
irreparable decay that has taken place
underneath the surface.

On the one hand, British imperialist ec=
onomic domination has been undermined
by the postwar world of the liberation of
all the colonies, the massive expansion of
the non=capitalist world, and the resumed
superiority of German and Japanese imp=
erialism,

On the other hand, although the imper=
ialist system still remains to be finally
overthrown, it is already completely on
the defencive and the Western world is
forced to bend over backwards to avoid
giving the slightest appearance of contin-
uing colonial/imperial domination,

The Orange colonial statelet was doomed
the moment the Republican movement re=-
launched its all-out campaign in the late
1960s to break the gerrymandered dictator=
ship the Orange bourgeoisie ruled by,

The early translation of that bourgeois
dictatorship into an open police =military
dictatorship in the occupied north of Ire=
land only cemented that position,

The conditions were created for the Re=-
publicans to resume the armed national-
liberation struggle.

The influence of the IRA and INLA stru=
ggle against the police-military dictator-
ship and their growing mass support among
the Republican workers - in the north and
the south, cannot be denied,

The spectacular propaganda triumphs of
the hunger strikes and the electoral sens~
ations of Bobby Sands's victory and others
which followed cannot be denied,

Yet middle class armchair ' Trotskyists'
like the Spartacists and the WSL/Socialist
Organiser continue to deny the undoubted

blows nationalism has struck against Brit-

ish and world imperialism,

They bury their heads in the sand out of
petty bourgeois fear and lack of confidence
in the very thing they trumpet abowt the
loudest = the socialist revolution.

They are driven into their sectarian re-
fusal to deal with the reality of the class
struggle by the ir difficulty in making
headway with the working class and their

philistine inability ever to make a correct
analysis,

These ivory tower dilettantes never es-
cape from the bourgeois subjective-ideal-
ist philosophy they grow up with in the
middle class,

They end up joining the Daily Telegraph
in refusing to acknowledge the role of
nationalist armed struggle in helping to
finally undermine British imperialism in
Ireland,

And by their ludicrous refusal to object-
ively analyse the class struggle as it is,
these sectarians of course are in no posit-
jon to influence the working class towards
the socialist revolution, the only final
solution to the problems of imperialism
and legitimate national aspirations, which
these middle class poseurs claim to beli-
eve in but in reality get in the way of,

Their effective OBJECTIVE role is to
aid imperialism by helping bourgeois
ideology to confuse and conceal the real=
ity of imperialism®s difficulties.

Being aware of the damage done to
imperialism by the Irish national liberat-
ion struggle, and refusing in any way to
join in the bourgeois public opinion cam=
paign against the nationalists' terrorist
tactics,in no way implies any tail-ending
of nationalism or retreat from the Lenin-
ist programme of building the revolution«
ary party to lead the dictatorship of the
proletariat,

Academically refusing to realistically
assess the damage done to imperialism
by the national liberation struggle on
the grounds of text=book abhorrence of
sectarian nationalism, on the other hand,
such as the Spartacists go in for, (artific-
ially insistingthat there can be no real
development in the battle against imper=
ialism umtil "protestant" workers are str-
uggling jointly with "catholic" workersy)
is to totally abandon the real struggle,

24. January 7,1982
(Bulletin 121)

The split in the RUC and the bigoted-
Noyalist® Policemen's Federation over pro-
posals to revive the fascist=extremist B-
specials to *take over' from the official
British imperialist authorities, richly con-
firms the Workers Party's Marxist analysis
of the collapse of colonialism in occupied
northern Ireland.

The federation chairman Alan Wright
has resigned in disgust at a defeated min~-
ority who were proposing virtually a semi=
official police revolt against the now
clear=cut plans of London (under pressure
from the embarrassed co=leaders of NATO
and the 'free world!) to wind up the disast=
rous Orange colonial dictatorship and arr=
ange the reunification of Ireland,

RUC chief Jack Hermon issued an aston= 7



ishing public condemnation of Federation
leaders for planning to form an armed sec=
tarian force which would be effectively
outside the law and would therefore be a
further encouragement to yet more terrore
ist destabilisation of the occupied north,

The moves amount to a further isolation
of the near~fascist extremists in the Orange
camp who are like Paisley calling for a
Carson=type rebellion to prevent the whole
of Ireland being handed over to an indep-
endent Republic,

But in one form or another, - (probably
masked for a while by complicated fed=
eral proposals covering the British Isles
as a whole,) -reunification and independ-
ence for all 32 counties of Ireland is what
the West has forced London reluctantly to
agree is the only way out of the insoluble
IRA struggle for national liberation,

The Republicans' savagely repressed str=-
uggle for independence is a crippling pro-
paganda handicap for the capitalist 'free
world! in its efforts to secure, by hook or
by crook around the world, the victory of
'democracy' against the attractions of co=
mmunism portrayed as 'dictatorial tyranny',

The harrowing daily *liberation war! sc-
enes and military clampdown in the occ=
upied zone of Ireland are acknowledged
by the West to be one of the major flaws
in its 'free world' propaganda image.

British imperialism, for its part, is los-
ing more money than ever propping up
the artificial Orange bourgeois statelet
and is also losing the propaganda struggle
to the IRA (the hunger strikes, Bobby Sa=
nds’ election victory, etc), and also, sl=-
owly, the national liberation war too,

The Tories' latest £90 million dole to
the province is clearly just a token and
deliberately framed to underline London's
view that a long=term solution to the north
of Ireland’s appalling economic problems
(nearly 20% unemployment) lies within
the context of an all=Ireland approach,

As the Bulletin has repeatedly explained,
the extreme Orange and imperialist bour=
geoisie may not like this proposed virtual
abandonment of the old Union Jack=
waving guarantee? that Ulster would for

ever remain 'British!, but their ability
to fight against it as Carson, the Tory

Party, and the British Army officer caste

did in the pre=World War I period is on«

ly a farcical shadow of its former self,

That extremist colonialist wing of the

British ruling class has lost its Empire

and all its confidence in the subsequent

halfecentury, The days of brazen imper=

ialist domination, - of Ireland or any~
where else, = are fast dying and becom=
ing impossible for the 'free world! to get
away with any longer,

Thus Paisley's threatened revolt is alre=

ady proving to be far less substantial than

shallow press predictions have indicated
over the last few years, And Hermon's
stand implies that the British capitalist
state machine in the occupied zone may
itself be in a position to successfully
take on the job of routing the threatened
Yprotestant® backlash, i,e, the fascist
reaction,

The New York-run Spartacists® hyster=
ical defeatism about Paisley's threatened
bloodbath (Spartacist Britain No 38 Dec=
ember/ January) is in the first place, th-
erefore, grotesquely out of touch with
the real events in the class war.

But much worse is their utterly REAC-
TIONARY reasoning behind their refusal
to recognise the legitimacy of the Repu=
blicans' national liberation war,

The contemptuous fake-left remarks
that "green nationalism is no less bigoted
and reactionary than Orange" betray a
lunatic confusion of nationalism and ime=
perialism, a profound ignorance of Marx

“and Lenin, and a criminal siding with

savage imperialist repression of that nat=
ional liberation struggle,

Irish nationalism is as limited as any
nationalism, But where nationalism be=-
comes a genuinely mass movement with
revolutionary implications in the fight
against imperialism, Marxists have al-
ways acknowledged its justification and
never crassly opposed it on sectarian ab=
stract ideological grounds (which in prac-
tice would only amount to the most hyp-
ocritical material support for imperialism).

Orange 'loyalism® is nothing whatever
to do with nationalist liberation struggle
against imperialism, I is pure colonial-
ism of the worst Rhodesia-white-settler
kind, White workers in South Africa are
among the most rabid wavers of the nat=
ional flag, But that does not make their
nationalism the equal of the black nate
ional liberation struggle,

Neither is the flag-waving of 'protestant!
workers in the occupied north of Ireland
anything to do with a national liberation
struggle, It has everything to do with the
politics of fascist colonialism,

Lenin's line, folowing Marx, was to
support the petty bourgeois IRA all the
way to full Irish independence,

Writing in 'The right of nations to self=-
determination® against Rosa Luxemburg
(the Spartacists® spiritual inspiration al=-
though they take the name of her German
revolutionary party in vain), Lenin expl-
ained how "the English working class fell
under the influence of the Liberals for a
fairly long time, became an appendage
to the Liberals, and by adopting a liberal=
labour policy left itself leaderless, The
bourgeois liberation movement in Ireland
grew stronger and assumed revolutionary
forms, Marx reconsidered his view and

corrected #t, *"What a misfortune it is for
a nation to have subjugated another."'

The English working class will never be
free until Ireland is freed from the Engl-
ish yoke, Reaction in England is strength-
ened and fostered by the enslavement of
Ireland.,,

"And in proposing in the International
a resolution of sympathy with 'the Irish
nation®, 'the Irish people! (the clever LV
would probably have berated poor Marx
for forgetting about the class struggle!),
Marx advocated the SEPARATION of Ire=

land from England, ¢e .
"If capitalism had been overthrown in

England as quickly as Marx had at first
expected, there would have been no
room for a bourgeois=democratic and
general national movement in Ireland,
But since it had arisen, Marx advised the
English workers to support #t, give it a re=
volutionary impetus and seeit through in
the interests of THEIR OWN liberty, ...

"The 'unpracticality' and *impracticab=
ility® of the separation of Ireland (if only
owing to geographical conditions and En=
gland's immense colonial power) were
quite obvious, ..,

"Both the Irish people and the English
proletariat proved weak, Only now, thr-
ough the sordid deals between the English
Liberals and the Irish bourgeoisie, is the
Irish problem BEING SOLVED (the exam-~
ple of Ulster shows with what difficulty)
through the land reform (with compensat=~
ion) and Home Rule (not yet introduced).

Well then? Does it follow that Marx and
Engels were 'utopians®, that they put for=

ward 'impracticable? national demands,
or that they allowed themselves to be in=
fluenced by the Irish petty=bourgeois nat=
ionalists (for there is no doubt about the
petty=bourgeois nature of the Fenian mo-
vement), etc?

"No. In the Irish question, too, Marx
and Engels pursued a consistently prolet-
arian policy, which really educated the
masses in a spirit of democracy and social-
ism, Only such a policy could have saved
both Ireland and England half a century of
delay in introducing the necessary reforms,
and prevented these reforms from being
mutilated by the Liberals to please the re~
actionaries,

"The policy of Marx and Engels on the
Irish question serves as a splendid example
of the attitude the proletariat of the oppr=
essor nations should adopt towards nation=-
al movements, an example which has
lost none of its immense PRACTICAL
importance, It serves as a warning againe
st that 'servile haste' with which the ph-
ilistines of all countries, colours and
languages hurry to label as 'utopian? the
idea of altering the frontiers of states
that were established by the violence and



privileges of the landlords and bourgeoisie
of one nation,

"If the Irish and English proletariat had
not accepted Marx's policy and had not
made the secession of Ireland their slogan,
this would have been the worst sort of op=
portunism, a neglect of their duties as de-
mocrats and socialists, and a concession
to ENGLISH reaction and the ENGLISH
bourgeoisie, "' (May 1914),

The English proletariat still remains
weakened by its toleration of the reaction-
ary repression of the national liberation
novement in the occupied north of ke~
land, The practical way forward for the
final defeat of imperialism throughout
the entire British Isles remains the defeat
of imperialism through the final complete
victory of Irish nationalism,

The hopelessly academic New York
Spartacists exhibit all the crass insensi=
tivity of Yoppressor nation philistines',

Crudely, they try to equate the inclusion
of religion on the official curriculum of
Irish schools with the age~old imperialist=
colonialist tyranny of British domination
of Ireland.}

"When Paisley demagogically declares
"We prefer to die than give in to the bone
dage and tyranny of Dublin', he is appeal=
ing to an instinctive recognition among
Protestant workers that what is posed ina
forcible reunification is a reversal of the
terms of oppression, " the Sparts declare,
virtually arguing Paisley’s racist-fascist
case for him,'"White' South African work=-
ers could argue just as persuasively again=-
st being forced to accept the domination
of black society.

The comparisn of religious education
and 700 years of colonial domination is
ludicrous enough, But the Spart armchair
socialists are so mesmerised by 'Trotsky=
ist programme? fetishism that they are ob=
viously under the illusion that in *enlight=
ened' 'protestant! Britain, there is no coms-
pulsory religious education in schools?

In reality, the entire working class through~
_out the British Isles is forced to suifer st
ifling compulsory Christian religious ed-
ucation in all state schools, Workers in

the occupied north of Ireland will be no
worse off on that score under Dublin rule,

The concealed racism, incorrectness,
and triviality of this major argument of
the 'Spartacist International' is almost un=
believable,

Their very labelling of workers in the
colonial occupation of the north of Ire=
land as "protestant’ workers is a farce and
a fraud.

Any "loyalist' workers in the north who
go along with the infamous Union Jack-
waving frustration of legitimate demands
for the restoration of full Irish independ-
ence have only one label - 'reactionary',

And their rotten line in support of nearly
70 years of something approaching mil-
itary-fascist dictatorship must be fought
and defeated in whatever way it takes,—
not pandered to as the reactionary Sparts
would like,

25. February 24,1982
(Bulletin 128)

He faces being humiliated out of polite
ical history as Ian Kincora Paisley, for
the Ulster bourgeois 'superman! is knee -
deep in the scandal over the boys home
of that name in East Belfast.

One prominent Orange Order 'Protestant®
bigwig William McGrath is already beh-
ind bars for homosexual offences in the
running of the Kincora boy prostitution
racket.

But the even bigger fish mmning Britain's
bastard capitalist state in the occupied
north of Ireland who were in on the vic=
ious homosexual exploitation of youths
in state custody, or who helped cover up
those big names for gain or political pure
poses, have so far been let off the hook,

A lowe=level inquiry (merely into why a
known homosexual like McGrath was all-
owed for over 20 years to run a captive

boys home, especially in view of all the
rumowrs about the vice ring rife in Bel-
fast,) = which was intended as a DIVERS=~
ION from further outcry over the huge
cover-up of big names involved in one

or other aspect of the racket, - collapsed
on its first day when three of the S5=-man
committee resigned in protest.

They declared that the authorities could
give them no satisfactory assurances that
all criminal matters to do with the case
had already been dealt with,

Having so publicly declared that they
refused to go ahead with a low=level in=
quiry which would then only be used to
complete the effective cover=up of major
crimes and personalities by appearing to
draw a conclusion on the affair without
in fact having any powers to really invese
tigate it, = the Tory Government had no
choice then but to appoint an outside po-
lice investigation under the Chief Conste
able of Sussex to complete criminal inqu=
iries and look into allegations of an office
ial cover-up; and to appoint a full jiidice
ial public inquiry to meet when those ine
quiries and possible legal actions are com-«
pleted, for an open examination of the
whole affair,

People who have carried out their own
investigations and are waiting to give eve
idence say that several leading figures

will be destroyed entirely in Ulster when
the full facts start to come out,

Paisley is already in a desperate plight,
being accused by one of his own Free Pre=

sbyterian Church missionaries, Valerie
Shaw, of doing nothing about her offering
him (as a leading MP, churchman, and
Ulster influence,) = full proof as early as
October 1973 of McGrath's homosexual
exploitation of boys in his care, including
sworn evidence from victims and incrime
inating letters in McGrath's own hand, -
She eventually resigned her paid job with
Pajsley's church because of his refusal to

get the authorities to take action, She is
now part of the campaign which has been

trying for years, - unsuccessfully, = to
get something done about Kincora and
the abuse of its boys=in=care by McGr=
ath's highly-placed Orange circles.

One police excuse for taking no further
action in 1975 after sworn evidence from
one of the victims was their claim that
his testimony against certain notables
would never be believed,

Shaw insists that she pressed Paisley no
less than seven times between October
1973 and June 1975 to take action over
Kincora,

Pajisley at first denied that Shaw mente
ioned the McGrath matter to him until
1975; but he immediately had to with~
draw that statement at a subsequent press
conference and admit that #t may have
been as early as 1974,

But Paisley still claims that he never
knew that McGrath was rmning a boys

home, which seems incredible since Mc-
Grath was a known figure and had even
come to preach in Paisley’s church, Pai-
sley said he prevented him from preach=-
ing after Shaw told him about McGrath's
homosexuality, but she told him nothing
else, he still maintains,

The Orange Order Grand Master, Rev
Martin Smyth, is also claiming that al=
though Shaw approached him in 1975 ab=
out the McGrath scandal, she also failed
to tell him that McGrath was in charge
of a boys home,

Since McGrath's position is the key to
the whole scandal, and since Valerie
Shaw comes over in television interviews
as a very intelligent, coherent person, =
and since the evidence she was offering
came precisely from youths who had been
corrupted forcibly while in state custody
at the boys home, = these "Protestant!
bigwigs' excuses sound remarkably lame
indeed,

One orphan Hugh Quinn waiting to give
evidence about being sexually exploited,
explained how McGrath's colleague Joseph
Mains (also now jailed) worked the racket
which made it difficult to know who to
turn to for preventing the abuses,

"Mains knew everyone, from the Lord
Mayor downwards, What could I do? I had
no one to turn to, Mains knew that, and
he threatened I would be sent to borstal if
I complained, "



Before McGrath, the Orange Order active

On the contrary, the frequency of these

treme, =to the Keynesian economic circles

ist and evangelical lay preacher, had even homosexual scandals undermining the hy= the Liberal ‘revival® circles around Thorpe,

joined Kincora as a housefather in 1971,
there was already a file of more than 30
complaints of homosexual abuses over the
previous decade against Mains, lodged
with another part of the Orange capitalist
state structure, = the Belast City Solicitor.,

That file remained 'mislaid! for more
than five years.

It was not until 1980 that Peter McKenna,
an Irish Independent reporter, wrote an ex=

pocritical bourgeois establishment and de=
stroying the smug image they project of
themselves of a healthy virile class cap-
able of leading society out of its slump
crisis, - requires some comment,

This degenerate pattern is not incidental
or accidental, I is a very telling reflec -
tion of the whole collapse of the bour=
geoisie's dominant role, confidence, and
creative drive,

pose, which finally set things slowly moving. commensurate with its decline as a rue

There will be reactionary attempts by
some of the lunatic "Trotskyist® lefts in
Britain to lay off the Kincora scandal, or
even defend it, - on the twisted grounds
that the persecution of homosexuals is
part of capitalist state repression against
the working class, and that individual
homosexuals must never be held up to sc=
orn whoever they are and whatever they
have done, Their 'gay rights' should be
fought for instead, Many groups, includ=-
ing the SWP, took this line during the
Thorpe scandal, defending the Liberal
leader despite his blatant crookedness in
abusing his public position for outrageous
financial gain in order to pursue or prot=
ect his degenerate vicious personal expl~-

ling class, capitalism can no longer throw
up great leaders, Narrow=minded, unine
spiring incompetents, like Foot, Thatcher,
Callaghan, Wilson, Heath, Home, etc
are the best it can do,

In many areas of the bourgeois establish~
ment, the only people showing any drive
or motivation at all, and therefore getting
to the top with astonishingly increasing fr-
equency, - are those with a very personal
axe to grind, ~ like homosexuals,

Thus in the decaying pattern of capital-
ism in the 20th century, the instances of
somewhat maverick attempts to halt the
slide and save the system have come sur-
prisingly frequently from groups or indive
iduals with homosexual tendencies, - pec=

oitation of the pathetic male model Norm- ple finding themselves at the head of the

an Scott, Scott's accusations of Thorpe's
conspiracy to murder him to shut him up
from publicly exposing the homosexual
abuses by Thorpe; - only collapsed in
court because of the self=destructive way
the Crown prosecution deliberately pres-
ented the case against Thorpe and his
gangd hired killers,

only movements going because of the coll=-

apse of normal bourgeois society's drives
with the decline of the system,
Bizarre groups from the notorious NAZI

party homosexual circles around Ernst Ro-
ehm, to the queer Webster gang in the Na=

tional Front, to the colonial Ulster fascists

in the occupied north of Ireland at one ex~

and the wave of '‘commumity concern' lea=
ders now turning up as Labour MPs, or

Liberals, at the other extreme; - the at=-
tempts to breathe new life into capital-
ism and antiecommunism have an amaz-
ing number of links with homosexuals,

They are all frauds, one half of them
strutting around posing as virility symbols
like the NAZIs, the NF, or the Orange
Order; the other half pretending their
'community concern! while in reality
being very anti-commumist,

None of which means that all homosex~
uals are necessarily reactionary, But nei=-
ther does it mean that homosexuality is
somehow 'progressive’ of itself, just be-
cause there is persecution and discrimine
ation against homosexuals under the cap-

italist state,
The notion of a stable homosexual fut-

ure for any part of mankind is obviously
seH-contradictory, and militant gay ri=-
ghts campaigning only serves to divert
attention away from the collapse of the
dominating bourgeois driving forces, Li-
ke all reformism, including Women's
Liberation, it is yet another brand of
"reform of capitalism" which in fact on-
ly serves to conceal capitalism's revolut=-
ionary crisis, and to divide and confuse
the revolutionary consciousness of workers
to in fact do the ONLY thing that can be
done about the problems of capitalism,
« BRING THE SYSTEM DOWN,

Any tleft! defence of the Kincora scan=
dal is counter-revolutionary, pure and
simple,

26. March 25,1982
(Bulletin 132)

The British colonial bour-
geoisie in the occupied north
of Ireland is falling apart.

Official Unionist leader
James Molyneaux's startling
denunciation of the US imper-
ialist CIA as being behind
the assassinations of Lord
Mountbatten and the Tory sp-
okesman Airey Neave uncovers
astonishing splits, confusion
and bitterness.

Neave and Mountbatten were
in fact killed by the Irish
national liberation struggle
as the Orangemen and everyone
else well knows.

Molyneaux's purpose in sen-
sationally accusing his own
Western imperialist ruling
class side of such blows is
to dramatically signal the Ul-
ster ruling class's fury and
implacable hostility to being
sold out.

As the Bulletin has long
been explaining, the 'free'
world leaders are totally un-
dermined by a brutal and bl-
oody civil war for national
liberation taking place with-
in one of their senior coun-
tries - Britain.

20 ;11 of the NATO bourgeoisies

have told the British ruling

class that this daily expos-

ure of police-military dict-

atorship in the heart of the

'free! world must not be all-
owed to continue.

Since the Irish Republican
forces cannot be beaten, that
means that Irish reunification
must be granted some way or
other.

The US bourgeoisie has put
most pressure on Westminister
to push ahead with the loose
all-British-Isles confederat-
ion plan which would ‘'lose’
British sovereignty over the
occupied north, and 'lose' the
Ulster Orangemen's 'indepen—
dence' aspirations, - within
a broader political alliance
in which the whole of Ireland
establishes some sort of 'Br-
itish' connection.

At the same time, the imp-
erialists hope to kill two
birds with one stone and use
this ruse to finally satisfy
Irish Republican aspirations
(and eternal hostility to Br—
itain) and get Ireland to re-
Join the Western alliance
against the 'Soviet threat'.

Molyneaux said that docum-
ents would be published shor-
tly to show that the US State
Department (foreign office)

and the Pentagon had been "wo-
rking for years and years and
years on plans to entice the
Irish Republic into the West-
ern NATO defence structure".

He added the names of ass-
assinated Unionist MP Robert
Bradford and Stormont Speaker
Sir Norman Strong to those
VIPs mysteriously assassinat-
ed by "outside" agencies, fo-
llowing this with a pointed
claim that the CIA was busy
operating in the province.

Molyneaux said it was more
than a coincidence that when
crucial political and const-
itutional issues were to the
fore, prominent figures were
assassinated.

He wants to imply that the
most influential opponents
(within British and Ulster
bourgeois circles) of the dis-
mantling of partition and the
Union-Jack domination over the
north, were eliminated at cru-
cial turning points.

Molyneaux claims the latest
one - requiring the CIA ass-
assination of Robert Bradford
recently - is the new 'devol-
ution' proposals Westminster
is trying to force on the re-
luctant colonial bourgeoisie.

He related the earlier out-
standing assassinations to

other turning points in the
long negotiations within the
bourgeoisie to get out of the
war of national liberation.
The British establishment
in the occupied north of Ire-
land has clearly split all en-
ds up over the proposed wind-
ing up of the colony and how
it should be done, as is re-
flected in the splits inside
the Ulster Unionists and the
‘protestant' mafia generally.

Their sick anger, typified
by Molyneaux's weird outburst,
is certainly capable of great
truculent mischief-making, as
the Paisleyite 'third force',
the UDA, and UVF etc try to
boast about.

But the whole Tory wing of
the imperialist bourgeoisie
is no longer behind the Ulst-
er rebellion as it was in
1911. And while some sections
of the bourgeoisie still are
for declaring illegal armed
UDI, the whole of the British
capitalist class is now noth-
ing like the force it was in
the early 20th century.

The bastard colonial Orange
statelet is doomed.

The CIA is certainly cap-
able of such 'dirty tricks!
against its own side as Mol-
yneaux complains of. And th-



ere is no absolute proof th-
ey did not do these jobs.
But the Irish Republican nat-
ional liberation forces cl-
aimed responsibility for all
these blows against imperial~
ism and there is every reas-
on to acknowledge them as
part of their triumphant st-

ruggle.

27. July 22,1982
(Bulletin 149)

MPs indignantly denounced the Irish Re=-
publican Army bombings in London, sn=-
eering that the nationalists 'had no respect
for democracy' and should *try re-uniting
Ireland by peaceful means,!

Faced with such arrogant hypocrisy, it
is hardly surprising that Irish youth have
been frustrated into the desperation of
terrorism,

The ignorant MPs should explain how
Ireland was partitioned in the first place
in 1921, = by one of the bloodiest and
most brutal reigns of terror by the Black
and Tans ever imposed in the 7 years
military domination of Ireland by England.

The town of Cork and other centres were
put to the torch and the sword in a blitz=
krieg of bloodletting and torture and ime=
perialist hatred of the Irish for daring to
rise up for their independence.

With the most cynical contempt for de=
mocracy, Ireland was split into two by
the superior brute force of the British
army = to the undying hostility of the
overwhelming majority of the Irish people,
The south was evacuated = to appease the
Irish national liberation forces. But the
north was held onto as imperialist booty
and handed over to the bigoted Orange
Onder bourgeoisie to run for 50 years as
the most notorious gerrymandered racket
in the entire 'free* world, with Republican
Irish being reduced to second class citizens.

The pot boiled over again in the 1970s

with the civil rights outburst, But once
again the British army moved in, = as a

thousand times previously in Ireland®s
tortured 700-year struggle for complete
national liberation, =to quell the indep=-
endence movement, in blood.

Thousands more Republicans have been
slaughtered, tortured, or locked in conce
entration camps since then, = to add to
the millions of Irish victims of British im=
perialism before them,

The whole world supports the immediate
reunification of Ireland under a majority
government in Dublin, = except certain
vicious vengeful circles in the British ru=-
ling class and their fascist=minded acol=
ytes in the Orange Order,

No wonder that such futile, stupid, and
criminal intransigence have driven some
young Irish people back to the despair of
the terror weapon, hoping to force British
public opinion to force its ignorant Parli=-

amentary humbugs to end English imper=
ialism's police~military dictatorship over
the remaining occupied zone of Ireland.
A political campaign among British
workers for the socialist revolution in Br=
itain and Ireland is the only correct pol=
icy. The clumsy weapon of indiscriminate
civilian terror detracts from the political
fight for the revolutionary Leninist party.
But despite such disagreements, workers

sympathies in Britain can only be for the
cause of Irish national liberation and re=-

unification, - and against the lying char=
latans of the British capitalist Parliament
who created the problem of partition in

the first place and who could end # tom=
orrow = and the bloodshed = if they wanted.,
The fascist=minded minority of the dying
pro=imperialist Orange Order could be to=~
tally disarmed and isolated without any
difficulty if London wanted it.

But Parliament is far too busy 'perform=
ing® to please the middle class voters,
shedding crocodile tears over the nail=
bomb casualties to the Horse Guards but
having cheered the equally gruesome
cluster=bomb carnage to young Argentines
on the Malvinas/Falklands last month,

28. July 29,1982
(Bulletin 150,reply
to criticism of 149)

The original article made no judgment
on the appropriateness or otherwise of an
armed struggle in general against imper=-
ialism in the occupied north of Ireland,
and certainly made no suggestion what=
ever that the revolutionary party could
in any circumstances always rule out the
possible need for armed struggle, = in
Ireland, Britain, or anywhere else.

The article simply stated that for revo=
lutionary Marxists, the IRA nationalists®
choice of indiscriminate civilian terror
as a weapon to use to influence the Brite
ish working class to oppose British imper=
jalism's armed occupation of the north
of Ireland had to be acknowledged as a
bad tactic,

"A political campaign among British
workers for the socialist revolution in Bre
itain and Ireland is the only correct pol=-
icy, " it stated. "The clumsy weapon of
Indiscriminate civilian terror detracts
from the political fight for the revolution-
ary Leninigt party."

But that does not contain the slightest
suggestion of blaming the nationalists for
the existence of terror as part of the str=-
uggle, The British capitalist Parliament
alone bears the responsibility for that th=
rough the imposition of the intolerable
partition, the refusal to hand over the
WHOILE of independent Ireland to the vic=
torious Irish people's national liberation
struggle in 1921, artificially handing

over a ridiculously gerrymandered portion
of Ulster (parts of six of the nine counties)
where there was a majority of reactionary
pro=-monarchy Orange bigots (the local
British capitalist bourgeoisie), much in
the same way that South Africa in reverse
is today carving out odd-shaped so=-called
'homelands' for the blacks,

Nor does it contain the slightest suggest=
ion that the terror weapon, and least of
all the armed struggle in general, has
"impeded the building of the revolutione
ary party" as GS falsely charges,

It is down to the Leninists to build their
party, The original article merely stated
that THEY would not choose the terror
'persuasion® weapon on workers to do it.
To young workers who might have been
impressed by the IRA dishing it out to the
British military and bourgeois establish

ment on their own home ground, real reve
olutionary socialists would say that the

terror weapon detracts from the necessary
political fight for Leninism (as the original
article said).

The predominance of the nationalists in
the present phase of the struggle against
British imperialism, and their notable mi=
litary exploits, may indeed be a major item
in forcing the next retreat out of British
imperialism, But widespread popular re=-
volt will be the biggest single element in
forcing such change, And the most decis~
ive role the Leninist Party could play wo=-
uld be in that popular revolt.

Would a Leninist party in Ireland take
part in the armed struggle against British
imperialism regardless of its disagreement
with civilian terror in London to influence
British workers, ?

If what is meant is the particular spor=-
adic nationalist bombing campaigns of
the period from partition to the late
1960s, for example, then probably not.

I what is meant is the spontaneous er=
uption of the conflict towards the dimen=
sions of a popular rebellion, and large
sections of workers and youth were under
attack or harassment from the police and
the military, such as the period of the
civil rights campaigns and after, at the
end of the 1960s, then certainly yes,

It would be a great mistake to regard
a widespread popular revolt as somehow
'belonging to' a particular nationalist mi=
litary grouping even if the rebellion may
partly have been sparked off as a conseque
ence of some actions involving that nat=-
jonalist military grouping, In the first pl=
ace, far from all of the broad revolt in
the occupied north of Ireland has in
fact been under the control of the Provis-
ional IRA, Secondly, even if it had been,
it would still have been the duty of the
revolutionary party to plunge itself into
the struggle and try to win the leadership 2



of it off the bourgeois nationalists,
The overwhelming concern of a Len=-

inist party would be not just to participate
in such a widespread revolt but to actually
try to lead it = IN ORDER TO GIVE IT
POLITICALdirection, It could be a diver-
sion from the best use of the revolutionary
party's time and resources to engage in
specialised military guerrilla activities

at a time when the general political re-
bellion was all important,

The essential question should not really
be posed as 'armed struggle or not arm=
ed struggle!, The real issue for the rev=
olutionary party is where possible to imme=
erse itself in every popular political reve
olt against the established order so as to
try to hasten the mroletarian socialist re=
volution out of the experiences made and
the leadership gained, The degree of in=
volvement or not in purely military acti-
vities would depend in the first place on
the general character of the liberation ste
ruggle under way or else on specific tact=-
tical circumstances,

The Bolshevik Party plunged enthusiaste
ically into the heroic rebellions, armed
rebellions, of the Russian people in 1905
and 1917, and carmied out armed robber=
ies and otler types of militant activities
in other periods, But it was always against
bombings and other such acts of terror in
general, despite living under a FAR MORF
RUTHLESS AND SEVERE police=military
dictatorship under the Tsarist autocracy
than PBritish imperialism is running in the
occupied north of Ireland, and despite cl-
assic conditions for guerrilla war national
liberation struggle by the many huge subj-
ect nations of Tsardom like Ukraine, Geo=

rgia, Azerbaijan, etc, all with language,
culture and history FAR MORE separate
from Russia than Ireland has been from En-
gland, But the Bolshevik target, while al-
ways sympathetic to the national element
in the great liberation struggle, consisten=
tly remained an autocracy=-wide socialist
revolution,

29, November 18,1982
(Bulletin 164)

At tragic cost, the brutal fascist-RUC po -
lice murder of three Republicans at in North
Armagh at the weekend in cold blood once
again demonstrates the perverted rottenness
of the Trotskyist middle class 'revolution-
ary' hoaxers in Britain who in the name of
'pure' (armchair) socialism pour their dead-
ly confusion into the workers morement to
effectively help the Thatcher establishment
limit mass support for Ireland's reunificat-
ion and independence.

From the Socialist Organiser on the right
to the Spartacists on the left, these dilett-
ante 'anti-imperialist' poseurs deliberately
set out to obscure the clear Marxist-Lenin-

ist understanding on the national question,
and particularly as it concerns Ireland. (see
below).

The latest (November) issue of the Sparts'
occasional rag (Sp B 45) for example
actually escalates their usual outrageous
identification of the imperialist oppressors
with the colonised oppressed with a demand
for vigilantes to help the capitalist state's
police-military dictatorship to ‘combat se-
ctarian terror, whether Orange ar Green'.

Calling such vigilantes 'united workers
militias' and suggesting that they can also
"combat imperialist rampage" in no way
can cover up the clear counter-revol-
utionary repression the Sparts now advocate
on the side of the fascist-colonialist "Nor~
thern Ireland' statelet, artificially establ-
ished by British imperialism and local ca-
pitalist-colonialist reaction in 1921 to de-
liberately slow down the inevitable left-
ward thrust of Irish independence, tie it
up for as long as possible in frustrated str-
uggle for reunification, and keep a mili-

tary toe-hold on Ireland,

Ignoring the origins of Orange fascism
in the deliberate 17th century colonialist
'plantation’ of Ireland's most rebellious pr-
ovince (Ulster) by Scots and English landow-
ners; ignoring the farcical carve-up of Ul-
ster's nine counties into a lunatic winding
artificial border through just six of them
to give the Orange bourgeoisie a permanent
gerrymandered majority over the Irish; the
Sparts arrogantly churn out their Manhattan
school-board version of Irish history.

"The call for a 'united republic! is in the
case of Northern Ireland (sic) a profoundly
anti-democratic slogan., The Protestants
(sic) of the North are in no wise akinto a
colonial caste like the Rhodesian whites...
The loyalism which permeates the Protest -
ant population is a derivative expression
of this self-identification, separate and ap-
art from the Irish catholic people."

Al this garbage about supra -national vi-
gilantes, taking up arms against the Irish
national liberation struggle in support of
the capitalist state police-military dictat-
orship,—and a new nationality called 'lo-
yalist' which only began this century, -

a monstrous distortion of the heroic reality
of Ireland's bitter centuries-long struggle
for independence. What a perverse trave-
sty of Marxist-Leninist revolutionary-soc-
ialist sympathy for the national question.

Certainly Marxists fight solely for the in-
ternational socialist revolution, the only
ultimate guaranteed fulfilment of the nat-
ional aspirations of any people, and argue
against the illusion of a sdution purely th-
rough self-determination regardless of
the social content of the state established.

But the fight for the socialist revolution
will be fatally damaged if it tries to ride
roughshod over nationalist sensitivities wh-
ere historical circumstances have given
the national liberation struggle a majar
role in the defeat of imperialism, asin
Ireland,-pre-partition and now. Such was
Lenin's position, as the Bulletin explained
on a previous occasion in exposing Spart
confusion-mongers.

30, December 2,1982
(Bulletin 166)

The butchering in cold blood of 17-year-
old Michael Tighe and 20-year-old Martin
McAuley outside Lurgan continues the open
judicial murder campaign in Armagh laun-
ched with impunity by the Royal Ulster Co-
nstabulary, forces of 'the British Crown'.

It followed the shooting to bits of another
three young Irishmen the week before also
near their homes near Lurgan. Mce than
60 bullets were poured into their defence-
less bodies as they sat, unarmed, in their
car at an RUC roadblock.

Each time the fascist state -police have
offered an 'excuse'.

In the first instance, they said the car had
'gone through' the roadblock. If a car really
had raced through a lightly-manned single
checkpoint, it would have been possible to
get two a three bullets into it at the mast,
not 60. And it certainly would have been
IMPOSSIBLE to fire at the wake of a disapp-
earing speeding car and get more than 20
bullets straight through the SIDE o the driv-
er's door.

The 'excuse' over the latest Tighe and Mc-

(the most miraculous national evolution in Auley assassinations is an even more prepos-
human history,) - is solely designed to co- terous string of blatant LIES. The two boys

ver up the reality of the British colonial

were feeding the pets of an absent neighbour

occupation of the north of Ireland, and to when they were shot to pieces.

oppose the nationalist fight against it.
Thus the judicial execution of the three
Irish nationalists in Lurgan by the armed

The Nazi-RUC thugs did not officially
‘report! the incident for over four hours.
In that time, they cooked up the story

police of the British capitalist state is equ- that the boys were 'armed'.

ated (by this organised anti-Leninist Trot
lobby) with the execution by the IRA of the

But the only guns they could plant in time
on the dead and seriously wounded youths

fascist thug Murphy who masterminded the Were two ancient pre-1917 rifles. And NO
Shankhill Road 'butchers' death squad in AMMUNITION at all. (All guns in the RUC

support of imperialism but who had again
been put back into circulation by the Bri-
tish capitalist state; -such is the logic of
their above 'vigilante' arguments. What

possession, whether their own or captured,
have to be logged with serial numbers, etc.
So special illicit supplies have to be kept
in reserve far such frame-ups. On this occ-



asion, the fit-up arrangements went disast-
rously wrong, with only these ludicraus old
blunderbusses available that weren't regist -
ered. And no ammunitim for them.)

These 'undfficial’' official killers are on

Because he is an ardent 'protestant! 'Irish’
'nationalist'? What unbelievable and TR-
EACHEROUS nonsense. The Trotskyist mi-
ddle class is finally coming into its own as
the arch compromisers saving imperialism

the rampage in Armagh because of the death from collapse with their anti-Soviet, anti-

of three RUC men in an Irish national Lib-
eration landmine: booby trap a month ago.

The petty bourgeois compromisers between
imperialism and therevdutionary/national-
ist movement (the Labour Party, Militant,
Spartacists, Socialist Organiser-WSL, WRP,
etc) would all write these events off as ano-
ther 'wretched example' of 'green and ora-
nge terror! being 'no better than each other'
or else in some other way refuse to defend
the right of the national liberation struggle
IN PRACTICE to carry out its own campai-
gns with its own methods.

But these monstrous crimes (carried out
with the deliberate aim of intimidating the
nationalist population with judicial state
terror in response to their daring to give a
huge vote to the IRA/Sinn Fein candidates
in the recent Assembly elections,) - are
purely a notorious historical landmark in
the decay and degeneration of British imp-
erialist rule over Ireland, and nothing wh-
atever to do with shallow middle class im-
pressionism about 'tit-for-tat' terror betw -
een 'equally bankrupt' green and orange

'nationalists'.
The 'loyalism' of Carson's rebellion by

Orange colonialist landowners, bankers,
and 'protestant' petty bourgeois and lum-
pen camp-fdlowers has NOTHING WHAT -
EVER to do with 'nationalism', It is purely
a POLITICAL expression of backward BOU-
RGEQIS mentality at the period of the br-
eak-up of the British Empire.

Before the rebellion against Ireland's in-
dependence at the start of this century by
the Tory Party's landowner wing, the Bri-
tish Army officer caste (equally strongly
traditionally cannected to landowning vast
estates in Ireland), and the Carson fascist
political movement,~the Irish independence
struggle had frequently been LED by so-
called 'protestants'. But they were truly
'nationalists’ in the only way it is possible
to be a nationalist in Ireland, - they were
staunch IRISH nationalists.,

The Trotskyist oafs who have 'invented'

a 'protestant’ 'loyalist' 'nationalism' in
the British-occupied zone of Ireland (see
Spartacist Britain No 45, 38, etc, and
Socialist Organiser ad nauseam) have in-
vented a MONSTROUS COVER for the wor-
st end-of -empire fascist POLITICAL REA -
CTION.

What, for example, is the ultra-rightwing
English imperialist Enoch Powell doing ab-
andoning his safe Wolverhampton Tory seat
with its legions of racist middle class and

some racist lumpen working class support
several years ago in order to build an even
nore reactionary base in County Down?

workers~state vomit on the international
scene, and their anti-nationalist vomit pro-
tecting British police-military dictatorship
over cccupied Ireland.

In Nos 121 and 164, the Bulletin has alre-
ady repeated at length the crystal clear vi-
ews of Marx and Lenin on the need for rev-
olutionary socialistsin Britain to staunchly
defend the Fenian bourgeois-nationalist fi-
ght as a revolutionary blow against British
imperialism without which the path to the
socialist revolution in Britain and Ireland,
for which the Marxists themselves fight,
can never be cleared.

In another article in 1914 'The British Li-
berals and Ireland’, Lenin expressed the sa-
me ideas in the following words. Substitut-
ing 'Labour and Trotskyist middle class co-
mpromisers’ that the British working class
are currently misled by instead of the'Lib-
erals,’ and updating other historical refer-
ences, it could be Lenin writing about to-
day's continuation of British imperialist
occupation of Ireland and landowning mo-
nopoly -capitalist influence on the South's
Green Tories.

6. ...Marx went on to show that what the
Irish needed was Home Rule and indepen-
dence of Britain, an agrarian revdution,
and tariffs against Britain,

"Such was the programme proposed to
the British workers by Marx, in the inter-
ests of Irish freedom, of accelerating the
social development and freedom of the Br-
itish workers; because the British workers
could not become free so lmg as they hel-
ped to keep another nation in slavery (or

even allowed it).
"Alas, owing to a number of special hi-

storical causes, the British workers of the
last third of the 19th century proved depe-
ndent upon the Liberals, impregnated with
the spirit of liberal-labour policy. They
proved to be, not at the head o natims and
classes fighting for liberty, but in the wake
of the contemptible lackeys of the money-
bags, the British Liberals.

"And the Liberals have for half a century
been dragging out Ireland's liberation,
which has not been completed to this day.
It was not until the 20th century that the
Irish peasant began to turn from a tenant
farmer into a freeholder, but the Liberals
have imposed upon him. a system of

land purchase as a 'fair' price. He has
paid , and will continue to pay for many
years, millions upon millions to the Brit-
ish landlords as a reward for their having

robbed him for centuries and reduced him
to a state of chronic starvation, The Bri-

tish liberal bourgeois has made the Irish
peasant thank the landlord for this in hard

cash.....

"A Home Rule Bill for Ireland is now go-
ing through Parliament. But in Ireland there
is the northern province of Ulster, which
is inhabited partly by English-born Protest-
ants as distinct from the Catholic Irish.
Well then, the British Conservatives, led
by Carson, the British version of our Black-
Hundred landlord Purishkevich, have raised
a frightful outcry against Irish Home Rule.
This, they say, means subjecting Ulster-
men to an alien people of alien creed.

Lord Carson has threatened rebellion, and
has organised gangs of reactionary armed
thugs for this purpose.

"An empty threat, of course. There can
be no question of a rebellion by a handful
of hoodlums, Nor could there be any que -
stion of an Irish Parliament (whose powers
are determined by British law) [read: "Eu-
ropean, international law" in taday's terms]
"oppressing" the Protestants.

"t is simply a question of the reaction-
ary landlords trying to scare the Liberals,

"And the Liberals are losing their nerve,

bowing to the reactionaries, making con-
cessions to them, offering to conduct a

referendum in Ulster and put off reform

for Ulster for six years.

"The haggling between the Liberals and
the reactionaries continues. Reform can
wait: the Irish have waited half a century;
they can wait a little longer; you can't
very well 'offend' the landlords.

" Of cowrse, if the Liberals appealed to

the people of Britain, to the proletariat,
Carson's reactionary gangs would melt aw-
ay immediately and disappear. The peace-
ful and full achievement of freedom by
Ireland would be guaranteed.

"But is it conceivable that the liberal
bourgeois will turn to the proletariat for
aid against the landlads? Why, the Liber-
als in Britain are also lackeys of the mon-
ey-bags, capable only of cringing to the
Carsons. 9

In fact, the British bourgeoisie dragged
Ireland's struggle for independence all the
way to the Black and Tan war against the
nationalists and then into the Civil War,
and still deliberately mutilated Irish nat-
ional liberation by using the British Army
to prop up an artifical fascist statelet beh-
ind the successors to Carson's landlords and
lumpen gangster-thugs.

If the question of Ireland's reunification
and complete independence were put FA-
IRLY to the British working class today, it
would unquestionably support it. And the
ludicrous Paisleyite thugs would be just as
quickly and certainly routed if a withdraw-
ing British state presence were instructed
by a workers government to round up the
relatively few hardcore fascists.

But the petty bourgeois Labour and Trot-
skyist compromisers who stand between im-
perialism and the working class in Britain 23






able relic of the past. Irish nationalism
will not tolerate it. World opinion will not
tolerate it. The remnants of the 'loyalist’
presence are a sick, seedy, fascist farce

of the once-strutting Tory-and army-backed

Carson lobby.
The artificial northern Ireland British mi-

nority statelet is doomed. Bring it down be-
fore any more suffering and casualties are
caused. Bring down any London government
which refuses to get aut of Ireland. Start
with Thatcher.

32, December 16,1982
(Bulletin 168)

Vanessa Redgrave's kept band of middle
class anti-communists, the WRP, persist
in lying to the working class about the Ma-
rxist-Leninist attitude to nationalist sttugg-
les against imperialism.

An autrageous distortion of a quote from
Lenin is their latest pathetic contribution
to the Bourgeoisie's campaign to put down
the Irish national liberation movement (La-
bour Review No 5, 1982).

The silly Redgraveites then repeat
their slanderous provocation made in July

after the IRA bomb attacks on military ce-
remonials in Londen's Royal parks. "Who

authorised this latest bombing e pisode and
why?" implying that the IRA was in league
with the British capitalist state.

"The Provisiamal IRA has come to That-
cher's aid. We denounce these bombings
in the strongest pcssible terms. They serve
Thatcher and the capitalist state...." the
well-funded Redgraveite petty bourgeoisie
declared, making their provocation expl-
icit.

Fatuously, they try to recruit Lenin for
this nauseating AGENT PROVOCATEUR
work in the Labour movement, trying to
finger the natimalists,

Their aim is to prove their contentions 1.
that "thirteen years o armed struggle have
exposed the infantile belief of IRA leaders
that bombs in the UK could wring reforms
from Whitehall and lead to a negotiated
settlement in the north o Ireland. "

2. That "the hunger strikes were a grue-
some failure".

3. That "the armalite in one hand, the
ballot in the other" is a "politically unvi-
able policy".

4. And that terrorism has "strengthened
the Tories resolve to continue the brutal
repression of the north".

5. And that "defending the right of the
IRA™ to fight imperialism "is a lmg call
from actually defending the expediency
of such actions". (A remarkably frank if
accidental admission by the WRP of their
TOTAL humbug in pretending to defend
national liberation rights IN WORDS while
opposing those rights to fight imperialism
IN PRACTICE, - (especially when the go-

ing gets hot and the respectable Redgrave-
ite petty bourgeoisie feel like running aw-
ay from any possible Fleet Street taint of
‘responsibi lity for violence’).

But the quote they use fran Lenin, to try
to back up this confession of opportunist
cowardice and COMPLETE anti-Marxist
political bankruptcy, means exactly the

OPPOSITE of what the WRP intend it to
convey,

They quote from chapter 10 of Lenin's
1916 work "The sccialist revolution and the
right of nations to self -determination".

"To imagine that soccial revolution is con-
ceivable without revdts by small nations in
the cdonies and in Europe, without revolu-
tionary outbursts by a sectim of the petty
bourgeoisie with all its prejudices, without
a movement of the politically non-consci-

ous proletarian and semi-proletarian masses

against oppression by the landowners, the
church, and the monarchy, against nation-
al oppression, etc., - to imagine all this is
to repudiate social revolution. "

This is immediately followed by an att-

empt (long-winded, feeble, and muddled)
to elaborate Marxism-Leninism's CLEAR
and well-known rejection of purely nation-
alist political struggle against imperialism,
and rejection of the anarchist weapon of
individual terra.

But this has nothing whatever to do with
the quote from Lenin they give.

And the quote they give has nothing wh-
atever to do with their attempted DENUN-
CIATION of nationalist armed struggle.

Just the opposite.

Lenin was attacking some German '"Mar-
xists' who were trying to dismiss the 1916
Easter Rebellion in Dublin as nothing more
than a 'putsch' with little social backing.
(The WRP dishonestly omit any explanat -
ion of the purpose of Lenin's polemic).

The meaning of his remarks is self-evid-
ent: that ON THE WAY to a canpleted so-

cialist revolution which will alone finally
rout imperialism and allow the fulfilment

of any people's legitimate national aspir-
ations, the bourgeois political status-quo
will be broken up by all manner o revolts
and mass struggles led by all manner of
political movements. And that for revolu-
tionary socialists to STAND ASIDE from
(let alone denounce) such popular strugg-
les would be the height  REACTIONARY
SECTARIAN STUPIDITY and tantamount
to a stab-in-the -back to the eventual scc -
ialist revolution.

In other words, Lenin's quote is actually
proving that IT IS THE WRP who are '"ser-
ving Thatcher" by their middle class anti-
Leninist HOSTILITY to nationalist revolt.

Lenin had no such hostility, as the above
quote graphically demonstrates. Just the
opposite. He welcomed any revolutionary
nmovement against imperialism as helping

to break up the old political structures and
open the way to Marxist-Leninist revolut -
ionary socialist consciousness.

Lenin was for a Ma-
rxist proletarian dictatorship, a strong
workers state, and the international soci-
alist revolution as the final solution to the
problems of imperialism,and not for mer-

ely national self-determination,or anarcho-
syndicalist terror,
Of course Sinn Fein Irish nationalists are

not Marxist-Leninists. Whoever said they
were? Lenin's point is PRECISELY that
the German 'Marxists' he was attacking
were being "ridiculously pedantic" for
"vilifying the Irish rebellion by calling it
a 'putsch'".,

Either side of the WRP's hilariously mis-
chosen quote, Lenin explained that the
"centuries-old Irish national movement,
having passed through various stages and
combinations of class interest, manifested
itself in particular in a mass Irish National
Congress in America which called for Irish
independence; it also manifested itself in
street fighting conducted by a section of
the urban petty bourgeoisie and a section
of the wakers after a long period of mass
agitation, demonstrations, suppression of
newspapers, etc. Whoever calls such a
rebellion a 'putsch’ is either a hardened
reactionary, or a dictrinaire hopelessly
incapable of envisaging a social revdution
as a living phenomenon. ...

"Whoever expects a 'pure’ social revolu-
tion will never live to see it. Such a person
pays lip-service to revolution without und-
erstanding what revolution is....

"The sccialist revolution in Europe cannot
be anything other than an outburst of mass
struggle on the part of all and sundry oppr-
essed and discontented elements. Inevita-
bly, sections of the petty bourgeoisie and
of the backward workers will participate in
it, Without such participation, mass stru-
ggle is impassible, withaut it no revolution
is possible. And just as inevitably will they
bring into the movement their pre judices,
their reactimary fantasies, their weakne-
sses and errors. But objectively they will
attack capital.....

"A blow delivered against the power of
the English imperialist bourgeoisie by a re-
bellion in Ireland is a hundred times mae
significant politically than a blow of equal
force delivered in Asia ar in Africa....

"...an oppressed civilised nation has re-
acted to a military oppression unparalleled
in ferocity by establishing an organ o rev-
olutionary protest. The dialectics of history
are such that small natiams, powerless as an
independent factor in the struggle against
imperialism, play a part as one of the fer-
ments, one of the bacilli, which help the
real anti-imperialist force, the sccialist
prdetariat, to make its appearance m the
scene....

25



'"We wauld be very poor revolutionaries
if, in the proletariat's great war of liberat-
ion for socialism, we did not know how to
utilise every popular movement against ev-
ery single disaster imperialism brings in or-
der to intensify and extend the crisis. If we
were, on the one hand, to repeat in a thou-
sand keys the declaration that we are 'opp-
osed' to all national oppression and, on the
other, to describe the heroic revolt of the
nost mobile and enlightened section of ce-
rtain classes in an oppressed nation against
its oppressors as a 'putsch!, we should be
sinking to the same level of stupidity as
the Katutskyites.

"It is the misfortune of the Irish that they
rose prematurely, before the European rev-
olt of the proletariat had had time to mat-
ure, Capitalism is not so harmoniously bu-
ilt that the various sources of rebellion can
immediately merge of their own accord,
without reverses and defeats. On the other
hand, the very fact that revolts do break
out at different times, in different places,
and are o different kinds, guarantees wide

scope and depth to the general movement.
"But it is only in premature, individual,
sporadic, and therefore unsuccessful, rev-
olutionary movements that the masses gain

experience, acquire knowledge, gather st-
rength, and get to know their real leaders,
the socialist proletarians, and in this way
prepare for the general onslaught...."

Every single word of Lenin's here is alive
with a real revolutionary's exhilaration at
the "heroic revolt" albeit of petty bourg -
eois Fenian nationalists, just as every gen-
uine revolutionary today will feel enorm-
ous sympathy for the masses of Republican
workers and youth in the occupied north
of Ireland who have been brought onto the
streets to fight the police-military dictat-
orship by the savage imperialist repression
of the Fenian nationalists.

What an enormous distance between Len-
in's enthusiastic sympathy for nationalist
revolt as part of the chaotic unplannable
break-up of imperialism, and the middle
class Redgraveites' HATRED of the nation-
alist revolt., As Lenin explained, in real-
ity it merely proves that these petty bou-
rgeois poseurs are OPPOSED to the social
revolution.

In just the same way, these lunatic sect-
arians were OPPOSED and HOSTILE to the
spontaneous anarchic revolts in Brixton,
Toxteth and Moss Side last year. Who is
really "serving Thatcher"? The WRP opp-
ortunist sectarian refamists,

33, January 6,1983
(Bulletin 170)

The desperate 'shoot to kill' tactics being
adopted by the British police-military dic -
tatorship in the occupied north of Ireland
are a direct result of Thatcher's arrogant

warmongering wrecking of establishment
plans to get out of Ireland through a pro-
imperialist deal with Dublin's Green Tor-
ies.

The British state has been under increas-
ingly intolerable pressure for the past dec-
ade from Washington and its NATO anti-
communist allies to wind up the sordid sp-
ectacle of a colonial liberation guerrilla
war being fought by Irish nationalists with-
in the formal frontiers of one of the leaders
of the 'free' world.

The daily worldwide television pictures
of British troops jackbooting into Irish ho-
mes, butchering unarmed civilians, being
found guilty of torture at the European Co-
urt of Human Rights, and rounding up th-
ousands of young Irish patriots behind bar-
bed wire concentration camps like Long
Kesh under the notorious detention-without-
trial programme, - were (and still are) set-
ting an appalling example.

The Western 'free' world is supposed to
be fighting its anti-communist crusade pr-
ecisely to prevent such imagined) torments
being inflicted on the capitalist countries
by socialist revolution,

And here was the most ballyhooed 'parl-
iamentary democracy' of them all inflict-
ing the very police-state repression the We-
est likes to pretend communism represents.

Thatcher skinhead Taryism was brought
to power by the desperatiom of British cap-
italism's insoluble economic and political
degeneration just at the moment when the
British capitalist-state establishment was
beginning to slowly implement a withdra-
wal from the occupied north of Ireland in
favour of an 'Islands of the North Atlantic'
loose federation which would give Dublin
effective long-term sway over Ireland in
return for British base guarantees and an
IONA commitment to the West's anti-
communist warmongering crusade.

Her instincts were against any such con-
cession to the rebellious 'bogtrotters'. Her
resentment boiled at the humiliating poli-
tical defeat inflicted by the heroic hunger-
strikers and the sensational Bobby Sands
triumph in the Westminster by -election for
the Fermanagh seat.

Having sneered at the hunger-strikers and
the national liberation struggle by saying
the IRA was playing its "last card" and

that the prisoners deaths would still fail to
give the Republicans "any community

support", Thatcher was further humiliated
when Owen Carron re-won the Fermanagh
seat left empty by Sands's dramatic fast-
till-death.

Her reactionary blind fury knew no bounds
when Dublin found it impossible to do other
than declare its traditional anti-imperialist
'neutrality’ and refuse to back anti-Argent-
ine sanctions over Britain's colonial aggres-
sion against Argentina's Malvinas Islands.

The slow attempt to find a way far event -
ual British withdrawal from the occupied
north via the IONA ruse was virtually aban-
doned.

The exposure of the Thatcher Governm-
ent's bankruptcy over its control of foreign
policy (as well as domestic economic pol-
icy) was complete when the Irish commun-
ity voted SOLIDLY for the national liberat -
ion struggle Sinmn Fein candidates in the re-
cent fraud-assembly elections.

With endless pressure on her to get out of
Ireland still pouring in daily from Washin-
gton, Bonn, and other NATO capitals, Th-
atcher's malicious backwardness broke all
bounds after this Republican slap in the
face.

Out of aimless despair and sheer frustra-
ted hatred of the Irish rebellion which con-
tinues to make British imperialism look
utterly stupid, the vengeful destructive
mood has slimed its way down from the top
to the more vicious-minded openly-fascist
units within the RUC police and the milit -
ary.

The result is the demented 'shoot-to-kill'
savagery which has led to the butchery in
cold blood of seven young Irishmen in the
past month, mostly in Armagh, making
it now hard to distinguish between the Bri-
tish police-military dictatorship in the oc-
cupied north of Ireland and fascism in Sou-
th Africa or NAZI Germany.

The hopeless dead-end of Thatcher's sk-
inhead politics is beginning to cause a huge
outcry throughout the West. The purpose-
lessness of British imperialism's current of -
ficial actions is beginning to communicate
itself in all directions,

Only the devolution towards the vague
IONA 'solution' is still on the cards, as wet
and useless as that is likely to be (and lik-
ely to continue to appear to Thatcher).

But 'free’ world pressure is bound to mount
steadily stronger for London to offer at le-
ast some progress out of the appalling mess
British imperialism has got itself into, -
neither wanting to stay OR get cut; neither
able to defeat the national liberation stru-
ggle OR give in to it gracefully,

When the Catholic clergy (Cardinal O
Fiaich) feel forced to go on the stump ag-
ainst imperialist policy (a great rarety si-
nce it is basic Church policy to connive
with imperialism PRECISELY in order to
keep the Irish masses downtrodden - and
therefore loyal to religion), - then the fi-
res of national liberation revolt must be
kindling up brightly indeed.

And if 'shoot -to-kill' does not cow nati-
onalism, but on the contrary makes it boil
over, - then Thatcher's dog
vindictiveness as a policy is doomed.

But Thatcher and her skinhead wing of
petty bourgeois British imperialist reaction
is now hooked on warmongering as a 'sol-
ution' to all British capitalism's crisis pro-

~in-the-manger



blems (see next article).

Which implies that this degenerate Tory
Government might try even more desper-
ate tactics against the national liberation
struggle, including threats against the Rep-
ublic of Ireland itself. And make itself ev-
en more of a pariah in the 'free' world ca-
mp (rapidly disintegrating) than it is now.

The heroic achievements of the Irish nat -
ional liberation struggle become clearer
than ever in the light of this catastrophic
imperialist political crisis.

Trust Trotskyism precisely at this point
to try to put its boot into Irish nationalism
harder than ever.

The latest broadsides cover the entire Tr-
otskyist petty-bourgeois subjectivism spec -
trum from the 'Militant' on the right to the
'Sparts' on the left.

To the applause of the Daily Telegraph
editorial, the 'Militant' condemned in out-
raged tones the INVITATION by Labour
lefts to Sinn Fein to speak in London, not
the Thatcher Government's BAN on that
invitation. In other words, 'Militant' bac-
ked the British Imperialist police-state re-
pression of the views of Irish nationalism.

All the usual impressionist garbage about
the 'sectarian divide' being the issue in
the occupied north was poured out, utterly
banishing any hope of a Marxist materialist
analysis of the REALITY of British police-
military dictatorship daninating an Irish
national rebellion.

But along with the idiocies perpetuating
the myth about a nmn-existent "Northern
Irish Protestant Nationalism" when what
is really being referred to is plain old-fash-
ioned fascism in support of a dying empire,
came the opportunist Militantites' real gr-
udge, - their terror of NEVER getting to
Westminster as MPs made for life.

"Labour CANNOT AFFORD (emphasis
added) the slightest ambiguity or fudging
of the issues. The labour movement must
condemn without qualification the sectar-
ianism that has plagued Northern Ireland,
INCLUDING THAT OF SINN FEIN (emph-
asis added)...."

They cannot get their petty bourgeois
democrat's fear and hatred of armed stru-
ggle out quickly and clearly enough.

The Spart frauds simply repeat their bank-
rupt fabrications about the existence of a
"Northern Irish Protestant Nationalism' as
a cover for the fascist reactiom at the fag-
end of British colonial rule. Until Carson's
fascism was given bogus 'nationalist' clo-
thing by British imperialism in 1921 with
its infamous partition of It eland to thwart
the political progress of Irish Republican-
ism after Sinn Fein's astonishing 86% ele-
ctoral triumph OVER ALL IRELAND in the
1918 election and the IRA's triumph in the
war of liberation, - Irish national indep-
endence struggles had frequently been LED

by 'protestants' such as Wolfe Tone, Pam-
ell, and dozens of others.

The British fascist reality of the bogus
'Northern Irish Protestant Nationalism' is
best seen by its Parliamentary leader being
the English imperialist reactionary Enoch
Powell drafted in from Wolverhampton
(South East) to do the job of Union Jack-
waving colonial reaction more effectively
to prevent the final reunification and
complete nominal independence of Ireland,,
from his adopted English imperialist seat of
Down (South).

The Sparts, as the majority of the other
Trotskyist petty bourgeois degenerates, ch-
oose to prop up fascist reaction's bogus
'Northern Irish Protestant Nationalist' cov-
er in order to stab the REVOLUTIONARY
content of Irish national liberation's stru-
ggle against British imperialism in the
back, (hiding behind phoney 'Marxist! hos-
tility to nationalism in favour of 'revolut-
ionary socialism' to do it,~ignoring the en-
tire Marxist-Leninist history of sympathetic

SUPPORT for national struggles IN THE CO-

ist RUC palice know better than anyone th-
at the Irish nationalist masses HATE the
British colonial statelet which was forced
upon them by the infamous partition of
1921 to frustrate the astonishing 86% sup-
port Sinn Fein won ALL OVER IRELAND
for independence in the 1918 election.

They know to their painful cost that the
Irish will never rest until their whole cou-
ntry is free at last and reunited as cme Re-
public.

That is the genuine 'freedom and justice'
issue which Thatcher turns her back on, ho-
ping to drown it in blood through the new
murderous 'shoot-on-sight! tactics, while
she parades her humbug around another il-
legal British colonial possession - the Arg-
entine Malvinas Islands.

But this desperate military tactic of 'sh-
oot-to-kill' without any warning or ques-
tions asked, is an abysmal futile degen-
eration in the British imperialist position
which truly reflects the bankruptcy of Th-
atcher's politics (all-round) and can only
lead to further disasters.

URSE OF fighting for the socialist revolution, At one level, it is straining to the limit

the only final guarantee of full realisation
of all people's legitimate national aspira-
tions.)

34. January 13,1983
(Bulletin 171)

Thatcher's Falklands tour humbug about
'freedom and justice' (to cover up the crim-
inal pointlessness and backwardness of her
South Atlantic colonial warmongering bl-
oodbath)- was made to look sick by the la-
test Belfast butchery.

Instead of another cold-blooded massacre
of young Irish nationalists at a roadblock,
-(the fate of eight young Republicans in
the past month just for supporting the free-
dom of their country from British military
occupation,) - it was an unmarked RUC
car which got shot up by the soldiers.

Thus the murderous 'shoot-on-sight' tyr-
anny now being imposed on the occupied
zone, worse than anything taking place
under fascist apartheid or NAZI Germany,
led to predictable self-inflicted mayhem,
a grim form of poetic justice.

The hideous farce of brutalised troops
at a roadblock blowing to pieces their br-
utalised police colleagues without even
giving them a chance to say who they we-
re underlines one significant aspect of this
new 'get tough' policy, - the demcralisat-
ion among the armed forces at their failure
to defeat the national-liberation struggle.

Bitterly aware that the British imperialist
establishment's pretence that the Republi-
can guerrillas are just 'criminals' with 'no
public support' is a ridiculous lie, the pol-
ice-military dictatorship is beginning to
despair at the political 'salution’.

The imperialist troops and the near-fasc-

the already tattered credibility of the ent-
ire British capitalist state, - now caught
out offering the most ludicrous, lame, ly-
ing excuses for this amazing outbreak of
judicial killings at roadblocks. The 'expl-
anation' put forward that the shot-up
uniformed police were in an 'unmarked’
car which was 'rapidly approaching an ar-
my roadblock’ raises far more disturbing
questions about the desperate murderous
new tactics than it can ever possibly ans-
wer, It could become an even worse scan-
dal than the humiliation for British estab-
lishment in the mid-1970s when the Euro-
pean Court found the police and army ba-
rracks in the occupied zone of Ireland gu-
ilty of systematic torture of detainees.

At another level, hostile worldwide cri-
ticism (far greater than the British capital -
ist TV monopolies allow to be shown) of
this latest degeneration can only have re-
newed impetus on the already massive in-
ternational support for the Irish national
liberation struggle, particularly among the
huge Irish-descent population of North Am-
erica,

At another level, these tactics of desp-
air can only deepen the already grave do-
ubts tormenting the entire British political
establishment over the endless sordid mess
the rotten 1921 partition colonialist policy
has landed them with, Humiliating polit-
ical pressure from the rest of the embarr-
assed 'free' world to wind up the wretched
fascist statelet and declare partition to ha-
ve been a completely unacceptable and
intolerable favour to a tiny handful of col-
onial reactionaries, - grows irresistibly.
The myth of 'Northern Ireland protestant-
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ism' being a 'separate' and ' independent’
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form of 'Irish nationalism' is a disgraceful monstrous Thatcher - colonial tyranny. 36 . March 24,1983

political fraud stitched together to suit the Sinn Fein's advance to the exclusion of (Bull etin 181)

imperial-fascist reaction of the Carsonites, the class-collaboratimist SDLP Labourites In immediate confirmation of last week's
the reactionary Tories, and the mutinous signifies a lot more than just a nationalist  pyjjetin analysis of the historic and intern-
British Army officers who all unconstituti- Irish revival in the face of worldwide big-  4¢iona] significance of the full-scale social
onally rebelled at the start of the century ~nation imperialist economic decline. revolution now brewing in Ireland as a res-
against majority national and Parliament- The IRA's armed national -liberation str- 1, ¢ o, capitalist slump and the outdated

ary support for Irish independence, start- uggle is a revolutionary challenge to the
ing with united Home Rule over ALL Ire- capitalist status quo. The non-stop Tory
land. Previous to this fascist political fic- press propaganda sneer that these 'crimin-
tion of an 'Ulster nationality', -(itself a als' did not have (and NEVER would have)
sick joke since the overall MAJORITY in  any mass support looked true for a long wh-
Ulster's NINE counties had voted for ile, - and was true in a certain limited se-
Sinn Fein and Irish independence - lead- DbSe that refarmist illusions (courtesy of the
ing to only SIX counties being ripped out ~capitulatory SDLP) were rife because of
for the Union Jack wavers - and with a longstanding British parliamentary capital-
gerrymandered border, at that,even for th- ist traditions, (even despite the obviously
ose artificial SIX), — the centuries of str- fraudulent joke of 'demccracy' as it has al-
uggle for Irish independence had frequen- ways been denied to the Irish nationalist
tly been LED by prominent Irish protestants. minority throughout the entire 62-year ex-
And at probably the most important le- istence of the bastard fascist-Orange colo-
vel, the new 'shoot-on-sight' tactics will nial statelet, deceitfully and disgracefully
FAIL to rout a intimidate the national li- mis-termed '"Northern Ireland'. )
beration forces and their mass support. If The enormous significance of the mass
anything, the new murderous brutality is popular turn to open support for Sinn Fein
likely, as in the past, only to INCREASE in the occupied zone (and considerably gr-
the resistance, and SHARPEN the indepen- owing sympathy in the Irish Republic as

British cdonial occupation of the northern
military dictatorship area, the IRA's polit-
ical wing has gained an astonishing triumph
in an openly electoral contest in Carrick-
more.

Following a campaign which made no se-
cret of the need fa a complete revolution-
ary upheaval in Ireland to reunite the cou-
ntry and drive out the artificial British col-
onial enclave, all the other shades of Irish
compromise with British capitalism were
annihilated.

The SDLP which had always held the seat
in the interests and traditions of the react-
ionary Catholic Church and the Green Tor-
ies in Dublin, got a derisory 654 votes com-
pared to 2,289 for Sinn Fein. The rival
compromise party, the Alliance, only got
907. A rival non-militant Republican gr-
oup was wiped out by the Sinn Fein adva-

. nce, - the Irish Independence vote falling
The mess British imperialism has got it~ of the international capitalist system is go- from 1,572 to 123. Thus the IRA's politic-

self into, by its paralysed inability to grasp ing to praduce a REVOLUTIONARY politic- al wing attracted such mass political supp-

dence struggle. well) is that this terminal economic crisis

the futility of its repression or to agree to  al crisis everywhere. ort as to swamp all the other parties put to-
get out via negotiated diplomatic grace, The armed national-liberation struggle gether, an unprecedented development in
- can only deepen. already launched out of the bourgeois- the recent past.

nationalist Republican tradition has
been rapidly forced towards the socialist
revolution arising spontaneously out of
this international capitalist slump-crisis,

It indicates how the armed national lib-
eration struggle has merged irresistibly
with the socialist revolutionary crisis being

35, March 17,1983
(Bulletin 180)

A series of hammer blows is rocking Th- imposed on the Irish masses by the unend -
atcher's repressive paralysis in the British- The peculiar colonial-liberation circum- ing and incurable capitalist crisis and its
military-occupied north of Ireland. stances of the fight against the degenerate foul colonial -dictatorship expression in the

Sinn Fein is making startling political ad- fascist-Orange statelet in the occupied north bastard Orange-fascist statelet artificially
vances throughout the nationalist working  of Ireland will almost certainly continue gerrymandered out of selected parts of Ire-
masses in the police-military dictataship. to lend an armed guerrilla warfare charac- 1and's historic Ulster province. The writing

The Common Market's enforced investig- ter to the revolutionary struggle. But the is on the wall for the monstrous injury to
ation of British capitalist misrule of its last mass revolutionary socialist movement will the Irish nation that the infamous 1921

colonial province has split the Tory Cabi- increasingly come to predominate, Partition imposed by British im perialist
net over how to react. Vital in this development will be the  bayonets represents.
The Dublin 'Green Tories' all-Ireland  pyi)ding of a theoretically strong Leninist-
forum initiative, rejected by the City of  jnternationalist communist leadership in 37. June 30,1983
London's fascist stooges in the colony, is  so)idarity with the Soviet-led world social- (Bulletin 195)
likely to receive widespread Western back- jst revolution, taking much further forward
ing, further embarrassing Westminster. the tentative beginnings already made wi- Sinn Fein's election triumph in winning

more than 50% of the nationalist vote in Bel-
fast, and more than 40% in the occupied no-
rth of Ireland as a whole, has shattered the
British imperialist set-up in the colmy.

If the devastating significance of the deep
revolutionary upheaval behind this change
(the preparations for which have long and

consistently been analysed in the Bulletin)
was not immediately evident, the scalded

reaction by the capitalist authorities in
broadcasting endless praise since then of
the DEFEATED class-collaboration candidate
Gerry Fitt has revealed the establishment's
pain and bitterness.

Virtual total official silence has been dra-

The huge anti-Queen pro-Irish reunific-  thin the Republican movement.
ation demonstrations in the West Coast tour
caused vast damaging anti-British~colonial-

The influences of the international
class struggle have always been evident
ist propaganda. in dragging the decaying British bourg-

The militant tone of the St Patrick’s eoisie into the mire of the ludicrously out-
Day parade preparations in New York, and 4,409 colonial repression in the occupied
the massive publicity it gave to Sinn Fein's | .t ¢ 1reland. The emergence of fullsc -
Noraid North American fund-raising activ- 1o ¢cialist revolution underlines the rap-
ities, is a further nail in the Tory-Orange idly maturing international communist ge -
diehards' coffin. neral features of the revolt against capita-

The latest barbaric gunning down of three j;4 degeneracy, which will soon be seen
men sitting in a car outside Queens Univ-  ¢learly to be affecting Britain itself as mu-
ersity in Belfast, confirming the fascist sh- .j, 55 Ireland, and affecting the whole rest
oot -on-sight policy, will further enrage of the “ree' world as well.
international public opinion against the












With slump and worldwide imperialist war-
mongering pressures now beginning to break
up existing capitalist social relations in the
south too (as previously happened much earl-
ier in the occupied north because of the par-
ticular pressures on decadent British imperia-
lism and its hopelessly inadequate political
and economic responses), the revolutionary
experience of the Irish masses in the north
is now easily transmitting itself to the south.

The virtual declaration of independence
from the capitalist state in the north an such
matters as rents, transport, canmunications,
local law and order, information and educat-
i, etc, (on top of the decisive revolution-
ary revolt m civil disobedience and solidarity
with the IRA), must irresistibly begin to in-
fluence the slump-ridden south sooner or

later.
The catholic church's cunning instinct for

survival, leading it to avoid any all-out con-
frontation with Sinn Fein's massive support in
the north, can only weaken the barriers to
the northern revolt's influence even mae.

The obvicus influence on the church's tac-
tics of the social revolutionary movement in
the north, filtering up from the grass roots
through the parish priests who can see the
danger to catholicism's hold if Sinn Fein's
popularity is gone against, is clear from Car-
dinal O Fiaich's c¢her damaging blow to the
Westminster -Dublin Tory establishment when
he ccndemned Thatcher's pre-Christmas visit
tothe UDR base in County Armagh where 8
members of the UDR are currently facing ch-
arges of unlawful death-squad murders of
Irish nationalists. 'In the circumstances, that
was a very insulting thing to do, " he scythed,
nearly three weeks belatedly, having finally
heard about the discontent among the masses,
Fa good measure he added that Britain's lack
of interest in the province would result in fur-
ther bloodshed, murder, and torture.

Sinn Fein's new socialist orientation and the
mass revolutionary movement in the north
are still a long way short of a Leninist revol-
ution. But enormous international pressures
and influences are becoming increasingly
concentrated on Ireland's peculiar national
liberation/ class struggle conflicts, creating
a potentially explosive situation which could
have colossal revolutionary significance for
Europe and the world generally.

41, April 5,1984

(Bulletin 234)

British imperialism announced on Tuesday
that any Irish nationalist is henceforth liable
to be shot down in cold blood with the full
approval of the 'legal' authorities.

The Belfast 'court' declared that the Occu-
pation Zone forces were fully justified in st-
opping the car of two unarmed Irishmen, -
Seamus Grew and Roderick Carroll, - and
firing 20 revolver and rifle bullets into them

from point blank range, killing them instantly,

This vicious, fascist assassination was just-
ified, said the judge, because one of the
death squad (composed of RUC men, Special

Branch secret police, and Army political po-
lice) was willing to lie to the 'cowurt’ that he
thought he heard something like a shot being
fired, or about to be fired..

These uniformed fascist killers had already
admitted to the 'court' that they had already
been caught out in one monstrous lie in which
they jointly agreed to fake fictitious 'evid-
ence' that the Irishmen's car had been fired
on while trying to escape.

(The ILWP Bulletin declared at the time
of this incident in Armagh City at the end
of 1982 that the official 'story' of the Irish-
men's car having roared through a road bl-
ock withowt stopping, and having been fired
upon in a subsequent chase, 'unfortunately
killing the occupants’, was a lot of fascist-
Goebbels lies and nonsense since all the 20
bullets had been fired at right-angles into
the passenger's and driver's doors, - clearly
done to a stationary car fran point blank
range. In other words, an obvious judic-
ial murder. This was in a period of such
brutal cold-blopded killings, and led to the
ILWP's conclusion that official Death Squ-
ads were now in operation by the British im-
perialist police -military dictatorship in the
colonised north of Ireland.)

The 'judge’ - Justice MacDermott - ruled
that this scandalous perjury was totally irrel-
evant to the case.

Equally irrelevant, he decided, wasthe ad-
mitted fact that the Death Squad had invent-
ed this completely fictitious 'evidence’ on
the instructions of the British Occupation's
High Command.

But when it came to the equally fictitious
‘evidence' from one of the uniformed butch-
ers that "he thought he heard a shot" and that
"he thought the car might be trying to rev-
erse" (it was in fact stationary with its hand
brake on when pumped full of bullets, actual
evidence showed), - the 'judge' pronounced
this cynical nonsense 'eminently believable'.

'Mr Justice! MacDermott made much of the
fact' of Grew and Carroll's connections with
the IRSP/INLA nationalist movement and the
guerrilla struggle for the national liberation
of all of Ireland from British colnialism's
military occupation, and of the authorities'
contrived hysteria about Dominic McGlinch-
ey whom the Death Squad apparently thou-
ght they were setting an ambush for that night.

But all of this was in fact truly irrelevant.

Grew and Carroll, though with nationalist
connections (which Irishman hasn't?), were
not armed, have not since been alleged to
have been doing anything illegal at that mo-
ment, and were not wanted by the police-
military dictatorship at that time for any
specific suspicion or alleged dffences. They
were not even being sought by the authorities.

They were stopped, - and butchered, on
the spot, in cold blood, - quite deliberately

by a bunch of uniformed fascist official kill-

ers who did not give a damn for them or any
other Irishmen., The Death Squad murderers

were prdbably trigger-ha ppy on booze or drugs

at the time, as they usually are, - another
matter that the 'court' was not concerned

with. The 'judge' used the usual criteria.
Just because these thugs were the 'official
authcrities', then their actions were bound to
be 'justified®.

Alongside the paramilitary police-state
mobilisation against the miners to wipe out
at a stroke 150 years of basic democratic
trade union rights to picket, etc, this official
condoning of a legalised Death Squad (oper-
ating on a far more seious level against the
Irish national liberation struggle) confirms
that the fight against Tory Establishment ty-
ranny is just one fight, - the class war aga-
inst the degenerate decay and savagery of
the capitalist system in insoluble crisis which
will go all the way to concentration camps
in its barbaric determination to hang onto
state power at all costs.

Two crucial lessons emerge.

1. The machinery of fascist repression, that
British workers (misled by Labour and TUC
reformist class collaboratim) have allowed
to be inflicted on the Irish national liberation
struggle, is the same state bodies of armed
men which will attempt to FORCE, by any
means if necessary, the working class to
knuckle under and accept permanent mass
unemployment in Britain in a new endless
1930s depressimn.

2, The best way for the British working
class to give solidarity assistance to the Ir-
ish national liberation struggle remains, as
it has always been, the organisation of a
Leninist movement of revolutionary social-
ist consciousness inside Britain itself.

Genuine supporters of Ireland's independ-
ence, plus the Irish national liberation mo -
vement itself, - are stabbing themselves in
the back by taking no interest in the fight
for Leninism (which is an international stru-
ggle) against Trotskyist and Eurocommunist-
reformist confusion among British workers
wanting to defeat imperialism (in Ireland
and Britain.)

Worldwide anti-Sovietism and anti-comme-
unism is the bourgeoisie's one great weapon
for keeping the workers movements divided
(especially in the West), - and therefore
utterly useless for anything, whether it is
solidarity with Irish independence, anti-
apartheid, or defence of their own economic
interests., The lethal ratting corpse of the
reformist Labour-TUC federation is now only
being kept alive (to pollute the workers mo -~
vement in Britain) by the lunatic Trots and
Eurocommunists who are more venomously
anti-communist than Thatcher and Kinnock
themselves,

The Irish national liberation movement

is correct to milk whatever diplomatic pu-
blic support it can get from this reformist
swamp (as is the socialist camp, in another
context of trying to buil up the maximum
possible anti-imperialist coalition to halt
the arms-race war drive on the purely di-
plomatic front of public opinion). But the
only final end to imperialism (and its past
or potential aggressive domination) is to
overthrow it by socialist revolution by the
working class in each imperialist country.



So simultaneously, the intemational rev-
olutionary struggle against imperialism
(the socialist camp, ANC, Ireland, etc)
should also make no bones about declaring
the cormectness of the political line of the
Leninist movement in Britain, the ILWP,

This will happen the sooner the internat-
ional revolutionary struggle against imper-
ialism (as above) reasserts its own determ-
ined struggle for revolutionary theory -
Leninism,-which in turn will transform its
own movements' abilities to fight success-
fully against imperialism. It means consc-

iously studying Lenin, - in the same way
that the Bolsheviks relentlessly studied Marx,
Engels and Lenin to build up such a master-
ful revolutionary cadre force as to win the
power in Russia, (paving the way for the ev-
entual defeat of imperialism in half the
world, already).

42. May 3,1984
(Bulletin 238)

Fitzgerald and the other discre~
dited Green Tories, north and
south of the artificial border, can
suck up to capitalist imperialism
for all they are worth with their
smarm about justice for the 'Bri-
tish Irish® (i.e. the Orange fasci-
st gangsters who have held down
Britain's occupied colony in the
north of Ireland by brutal gemy-
mandering ever since Black & Tan
bayonets imposed the foul and in-
human partition in 1921).

But their Forum proposals will
only make headway (if they do)
because the heroic national lib-
eration struggle led by Sinn Fein
in the occupied north has forced
London to look for alternatives
to its failed police-military dic-
tatorship there.

The fearless and brilliantly or-
ganised Republican battle has
proved disastrausly costly for Lon-
don economically, militarily,
and in lost international prestige,—
particularly among NATO and
EEC 'allies' who squirm at every
horrific event of armed national-
liberation struggle which the Ir-
ish have correctly been forced to
fight on the very streets of a su-
pposedly leading "free" world
power,

The European Court's condemn-
ation of Army and RUC torture,
no~jury 'trials', and concentrat-
ion-camp internment, plus tele-
vised street scenes of military di-
ctatorship and RUC/SAS death
squads within the very metropo-
lis of the supposedly 'oldest dem-~
ocracy' (in reality a police state
just like every other imperialist
power) - - have made British col-
onialism's continued tyranny ov-
er occupied Ireland a diplomatic
nightmare, The unbeatable mil-
itary triumphs and political org-
anisation and victories of the na-
tional liberation struggle have
done the rest.

London may choose to entert-
ain the Forum way out of its last
colonial debacle rather than ad-
mit straight defeat at the hands
of Sinn Fein, If so, then the fig-

ht for the final revolutionary so-

In addition to it being trea-

terrorism in principle. This is

cialist solution to Ireland's capi- cherous and defeatist idiocy to reactionary bourgeois-opportu-

talist slump problems will be on

regard Irish nationalism's leg-

nist nonsense (see ILWP Books

in earnest. If not, the nationalist itimate guerrilla war as provi- Vol 6, chapter on Palestine).

liberation struggle will continue

ding Thatcher with an 'excuse'

Lenin contrasted the waste of

to lead the way, and the fight to bring in a 'Chile-type reg- cadres on terror-spectacles of
for the triumph of Leninism with- ime' (both are inevitable any- uncertain effect with the cert-

in it will continue.

October 17,1984
(Bulletin 262)

It is the Trot chorus condem-
ning the Brighton bombing wh~
ich is playing Thatcher's game,
not the Irish national liberation
struggle, Only the most cowar~
dly traitors to the international
socialist revolution would line
up with the British capitalist
press (the BBC/ITV/Fleet Street
lie machine) to blame the IRA
for Tory reaction (see Lenin

43.

quotes below). The despicable
cringing opportunism of Labour-
linked Trots from Militant to
News Line is the real enemy of
Leninism, not Ireland's guerr-
illa war of independence.
Until it is finally overthrown

internationally, the imperial-
ist system will always be_solely
responsible for endless nationa -
list revolts of one kind or ano~
ther. It is capitulation to mid-
dle class defeatism (subjective
idealism) and a reactionary
waste of time to blame nation -
alism for this inevitable 'diff-
iculty'. Marxism-Leninism
(see below) could not possibly
see it as a 'difficulty’ but me-
rely as yet another aspect of
crumbling imperialist reality
to be turned to advantage for
the relentless advance of the
all-out socialist revolutionary
crisis, It is because the dilett-
ante millionaire Redgraveite
press does not really believe
in the socialist revolution (it
actually hates the dictatorship
of the proletariat of the inter-
national Soviet-socialist camp,
the only final historical coun-
ter-weight to imperialism) th-
at it immediately condemns
the IRA for 'spoiling everyth-
ing',

way, and the British capitalist
state would create its own 'te-
rrorist bomb campaign' if such
an 'excuse' was needed, and no
nationalist guerrilla war was
forthcoming), - it is the Trot
morons who are helping all
Labour scum to line up behind
capitalist press vilification of
Irish nationalism via bogus
'left' insults like 'stupid outra-
ge','plays into Thatcher's han-
ds', 'one political misadventure
to the next!, 'creates conditio-
ns for police -military dictator-
ship', 'convenient for Thatcher'.
It is this Newsline rot which
will help Labour support That-
cher into murdering more Irish
nationalists under a police-
military dictatorship already
here in the occupied north of
Ireland, (and 700 years old).
Immediate working class res-
ponse on the doorstep has firm -
ly ridiculed Trot capitulation
(see P 3-4). They want Thatch-
er out any way at all,
The only fault revolutionary

socialists in Britain should find
in all the ramifications, doubts,

and political implications to do
with the Irish nationalists det-
ermination to wage retaliatory
war against imperialist gover-
nnent targets on this island as
well as in occupied Ireland -
is in Moscow's silly comment
on the Brighton affair,

It is certainly legitimate for
revolutionary socialists to point
out that individual terror-bom -
bings could never be the tactic
for the Marxist ~-Leninist polit-
ical mobilisation of the prole-
tarian m asses which alone can
finally put an end to the capi-
talist state and all its works,
including foreign colonialism,

It is an utter falsification of

Leninism, however, for Mosc -
ow to claim as it has done that
Marxism is hostilely opposed to

ainty of bringing down capital-
ism if a mass party of Marxist
revolutionary theory was built,

In the 1899 draft party progr-
anmme, Lenin wrote: "The me-
ans of struggle should be..agi-
tation, revolutionary organis-
ation, transition at a suitable
moment to determined attack,
not rejecting in principle even
terror. . . . This must be discuss-
-ed from the standpoint of tac-
tics, not principle, because
the growth of the movement
leads of its own accord to mo-
re frequent cases of the killing
of spies, and to greater indig-
nation among workers and soc-
ialists who see ever greater nu-
nbers of their comrades being
tortured to death in solitary
confinement and in exile,

"In order to leave nothing un-
said, we will make the reserv-
ation that in our own personal
opinion, terror is not advisable
as a means of struggle at the
present moment, that the Party
(as a party) must renounce it
(until there occurs a change of
circumstances that might lead
to a change of tactics) and co-
ncentrate all its energy on org -
anisation and regular delivery
of literature."

In May 1901 in '"Where to beg-
in', Lenin wrote: "In principle
we have never rejected, and
cannot reject, terror., Terror
is one of the forms of military
action that may be perfectly
suitable and even essential at
a definite juncture in the ba-
ttle, given a definite state of
the troops and the existence of
definite conditions. ...Under
the present conditions, such a
means of struggle is inopport-
une and unsuitable; it diverts
the most active fighters from
their real task, the task which
is most important from the sta-



ndpoint of the interests of the
movement as a whole; it disor-
ganises the forces of the revol -
ution, not of the government.
"Under such conditions, there
is the danger that as the most
energetic revolutionaries go ov-
er to terror, the fighting conti-
ngents in whom alone it is poss-
ible to place serious reliance,
will be weakened. There is the
danger of rupturing the contact
between the revolutionary org-
anisations and the disunited
masses of the discontented, the
protesting, and the disposed-to-
struggle, who are weak precis-
ely because they are disunited.
"Yet it is this contact that is
the sole guarantee of our succ-
ess. Far be it from us to deny
the significance of heroic ind-
ividual blows, but it is our duty
to sound a vigorous warning ag-
ainst becoming infatuated with
terror, against taking it to be
the chief and basic means of
struggle, as so many people st~
rongly incline to do at present.'
(See ILWP Books vol
6 for fuller quotes (page 6)).
Lenin was equally sanguine
about Irish nationalist violence
specifically. In his work on

self-determination in 1916 aft-
er the Easter Rising, he wrote:
"The term 'putsch' may be em-
ployed only when the attempt
at inswrrection has revealed
nothing but a circle of conspi-
rators or stupid maniacs, and

has aroused no sympathy amo-
ng the masses. The centuries-

old Irish national movement,
having passed through various
stages and combinations of
class interest, manifested it-
self in a mass Irish National
Congress in America which
called for Irish independence;
it also manifested itself in str-
eet fighting conducted by a
section of the urban petty bou-
rgeoisie and a section of the
workers after a long period of
mass agitation, demonstrati-
ons, suppression of newspapers,
etc. Whoever calls such a re~
bellion a 'putsch' is either a
hardened reactionary or a do-
ctrinaire hopelessly incapable
of envisaging a sacial revolut-
ion as a living phenomenon,
"To imagine that social rev-
olution is conceivable without

revolts by small nations in the
colonies and in Europe, with-

out revolutionary outbursts by
a section of the petty bourge- onsible for the attacks.

oisie with all its prejudices, "In the arrest of two UDR men
without a movement of the po- accused of Adrian Carroll's mur-
litically non-conscious prolet- der (another case of cold-blood-
ed slaughter-without-trial), it
provoked a serious incident at
the Drummadd barracks, -accor-

that a UDR man might be resp-  against every false outlook.

45.

May 22,1985
(Bulletin 292)

The hysterical bourgeois prop-
aganda reaction to the Irish nat-
ional liberation struggle will not
secure the British imperialist pr-
ovince nor cure the incurable
capitalist crisis which will feed
the rebellion all the way to tri-
umphant reunification of Ireland.

From Fleet Street to the midd-
le-class CPGB (the joke 'Comm-
unist® Party, -all sections), the
rotten hypocrisy of parliamentary
idealism has bellowed futilely
against the "pointless bloodlett-
ing" (Morning Star) of the IRA's
latest ambush,

This follows their less-than-en-
thusiastic welcome for the dom-
inating role played by Sinn Fein

arian and semi-proletarian
masses against oppression by
the landowners, the church, &
the monarchy, against nation- ding to one source 'a near mut-

al oppression, etc, - to imag- iny', when the two were asked

ine all this is to repudiate so-
cial revolution.. .

""We would be very poor rev-
olutionaries if, in the proleta-
riat's great war of liberation
for sacialism, we did not kmow
how to utilise_every popular
movement against every single
disaster imperialism brings, in Stated.
order to intensify and extend "According to an Army officer,
the crisis. . . To describe the he- fears that intelligence material
roic revolt of the most mobile Will be misused by the UDR ha-
and enlightened section of cer- Ve led to its being witheld from
tain classes in an oppressed na- members of the regiment in Bel-
fast, 'It would just end up on the
Shankill Road! he said."

These Fleet Street comments
came on top of the widespread

outrage the week before at the

for their resignations from the
regiment.

"UDR soldiers threatened mass
revolt and action against known
terrorists; and messages of supp-
ort came in from other UDR un-
its, The trouble was defused on-

ly when the two men were rein-

token participation in last week's

local elections.
tion against its oppressors as a

'putsch' would be sinking to
the same level of stupidity as
the Kautskyites."

Easily winning a sizeable coun-
cillor presence in all areas where
it stood candidates, the Republ~
ican movement indicated it wo-

brutal summary execution of uld use the platform gained for

Paul Kelly, a 17-year-old joy
rider, at a UDR road block, and
the maiming of his four teen-

44. January 30,1985
(Bulletin 276)

The British colonials' fascist
rule over occupied Ireland thr-
ough through their RUC and
UDR stormtroopers (Royal Uls-
ter Constabulary & Ulster Def-
ence Regiment) is becoming
untenable.

On the one hand, Britain's
pdice-military dictatorship
has failed to stamp out the Re-
publicans' national liberation

further revolutionary propaganda
- the only correct (Leninist) tac-
tic towards parliamentary dem-

ocracy and all institutions ruled

by bourgeois ideology.

The British middle class (CPGB,
Labour Party, etc) hate this asa
much as they hate the Armalite
side of the Irish nationalists
bomb/ballot strategy. It badly
exposes their own permanent ca-
pitulation to capitalist dictator-
ship, -the scientific reality of
Western parliamentary 'democ -
racy' (see Marx, Lenin, ad infin-
itum).

Guerrilla war tactics (including
so-called 'terrorism') are a mat-
ter for the Irish national liberat-
ion movement. They are not ne-
cessarily the tactics a Leninist
revolutionary socialist movement
would always follow.

But there can be no doubt that
where it is a thousand times wr=
ong to 'rejoice' with Thatcher at
the brutal triumph of British col-

age pals in the car with him.
These outrages in turn come
on top of the still -unresolved
scandals of the cold-blooded
killings on the streets of occu-
pied Ireland by the British col-
onial regime of Norah McCabe
in Belfast; of Toman, Burns, &
McKerr in Lurgan; of Grew &
Carroll in Armagh; of the two
struggle despite the connivance scooter youths cut to pieces
of Dublin's 'Green Tory' trait-  with 63 bullets at a hospital
near Derry; - and countless
other cases of blatant fascist
On the other hand, the colo- terror by the capitalist state.
nists' terror-stunts themselves And now the UDR is being qu-
are becaning increasingly diff- estioned for a Mafia-style kid-

ors in every British counter-
revolutionary outrage.

icult to digest for anxious Wes- nap for big mmey.
This fascist degeneration
needs overthrowing by comm-

unist revolution. Support the

tern public opinion which dare
not be seen condoning fascist
dictatorship.

Even the capitalist press in the national liberation struggle.
Edwards case, - the jailing last Spread the fight for Leninism.
week of the UDR full-time sold~ Only the ILWP has consistently
ier for a catalogue of Nazi thu- exposed the anti-communist de- ©onialism (in the Malvinas, or in
ggery against Irishmen includ- featism of Trotskyism and Euro- the occupied north of Ireland),
ing murder and attempted mur- __commmism with their hatred it is a thousand times correct
der, - had to admit that: of the world sccialist revolution's

"Within the UDR there is con- proletarian dictatorship, or their
siderable support for his actions. tail-ending of the Labour Party
A part-time officer said they 'anti-terrorist' reaction and ref-
were seen as "an act of war, a  usal to unconditionally support
matter of pride”, and morale had the national-liberation war
while maintaining Leninism

for any guerrilla war or national
liberation struggle to defeat by
military means any military oc-
cupation or repression such as in
the Orange-fascist police state.
The gerrymandered boundaries

: - : . 3 .
gone up when it was realised of six of Ulster's nine counties



which were ripped out by Black
& Tan bayonets in 1921 to set up
the artificial colonialist major-
ity of "Northern Ireland" are a

doomed nonsense.

The Orange=-fascist British co~

lonialists and their working class
'protestant’ stooges are no more
Irish than the Rhodesian whites
were African. They want to li-
ve under the Union Jack becau-~
se they are British colonialists.
With the collapse of the ge-
rrymandered Orange political
supremacy in the 1960s (due to
the irresistible avalanche of
worldwide capitalist slump af-
fecting competitively weak Br-
itish capitalism's worst backwa -

police stumbled upon as a
'murderous blitzkrieg against
the British public')was "to stre-
tch the police and security ser-
vices" in order to deliver a
real guerrilla war assault on
""prestige targets" (presumably
British imperialist occupation
representatives),

A senior IRA figure was quo-
ted as saying: '"We cannot aff-
ord to hurt civilians. It would
be contrary to the movement's
strategy. It is a calculated risk
which we think we could cont-
rol." The Observer reported
that "an elaborate system of
warnings was being prepared to
avoid causing casualties."

ters (like occupied Ireland) first) The newspaper added:

direct British imperialist police-
military dictatorship became
necessary to hold down the pro-
vince once more, - imposed, -
inevitably, - by a Labour Gov-
ernment (1968) in the same way
that a remarkably large number
of the worst British imperialist
atrocities since 1945 have been
imposed (see ILWP Books vol 7).

With no solution to the capit-
alist crisis, the armed revolt of
the Irish national liberation str-
uggle will sweep away the Gr-
een Tory regime in Dublin too,
~ as a fully -fledged socialist
revolution, - if British colonial-
ism does not end its direct oc-
cupation of the north soon.

But imperialist sclerosis and
the empty boasts of the Orange
fascists keep London in a paral -
ysed dither of indecision.

Ireland must be re-united, the
Orange fascist gangs must be
disarmed, and all 'Irishmen'
who prefer allegiance to the Un-
ion Jack must be disenfranchised
as minimum interim demands.

Meanwhile, revolitionary so-
cialists in Britain and Ireland
should press on with building the
Leninist movement.

46. July 3,1985

(Bulletin 298)
The mystery of the Irish nati-

onal liberation struggle's sup-
posed 'seaside slaughter' camp-
aign against working class hol-
idaymakers at 12 resorts in En-
gland was shed important light
upon by monopoly capitalism's
own media.

Fleet Street revealed that
the aim (of what the secret

"The first phase was due to
begin at the end of next month
and was intended primarily as
a diversion, causing maximum
confusion, drawing in one poli-
ce force after another, and ta-
xing the resources of the Spec-

ial Branch and the Anti-Terror-

ist Squad.

"The plan was to take advan-

tage of weakened security and
move against far more sensitive
targets, possibly leading polit-
ical figures. "

But the British imperialist pr-

opaganda machinery was deter-
mined to squeeze the maximum

possible 'anti-terrorist' hysteria
out of the situation.

The largescale theatrical em-
ergency operations against non-

existent 'massacre threats' are
designed to stir up flag-waving
jingoism, love of the police-
state, hatred of national liber-
ation struggle, fear of revolut-
ionary violence, and contempt
for the Irish and all foreigners.

As expected, the Labour Par-
ty leaders were the first to leap
in to chauvinistically help the
secret police in these Goebbels
objectives,

But as equally to be expected
by those who understand the
counter-revolutionary essence
of Trotskyism, the 'left' Milit-
ant Labourite moles loyally
defended Kinnock's reactionary
position, just as they rallied
round the flag over Thatcher's
fascist Falklands warmongering,
(defending the colonialist gun-

boat adventurism on the idiot-
ic grounds that Argentine's le-
gitimate nationalist claim to

their Malvinas Islands was re-
presented currently by a hated
military government, and th-
erefore deserved to be defeated
by NATO imperialist warmon-
gering.)

This time, the Militant fake-
'left' stooges for the Labour es-

tablishment stick their necks
right out to declare that Sinn
Fein's national liberation strug-
gle is merely hopelessly doom~
ed sectarian reaction.

Their Dublin correspondent
sneered this week: "The Provi-
sionals, they keep telling us,
are advancing on two fronts,On
the one hand their electoral ca-
mpaign has brought them 60-odd
councillors;and the military
campaign has notched up anoth-
er 'success' in the blowing up
two days later of an RUC patr-

ol in which four died.

"The truth of the matter is
very different, Both events show
in reality the severe limitations
in their strategy, -~ indeed the

total impasse they are leading
their supporters into.

"t is widely acknowledged
here, even by many of the Pr-
ovos' own members in private,
that the Sinn Fein vote has

reached a plateau. It is unlikely
ever to receive much more than
the 1l per cent they received in
the local elections, which rough-
ly corresponds to the results of
recent elections to the EEC and
the Northern Ireland Assembly...

"They will probably never ex=-
ceed the SDLP....

"No group in history whose su-
pport is so confined, with no po-

tential for real growth, has even
succeeded in transforming socie~
ty, let alone defeating a major
imperialist power in the process.

"If Britain is not to be forced
to leave by a mass nationalist
movement under the leadership

of Sinn Fein, nor will they be
wom down by a military campa-
ign that periodically achieves a
dramatic but very limited 'succ-
ess',

"If this war of attrition, .
to be 'successful', the military
campaign would not lead to a

united Ireland but to the re-

partition of the country (i.e.of
the gerrymandered occupied
zone within six counties of
the old Ulster nine -county pr-
ovince), and the creation of

. were

two warring and bitterly sec-
tarian statelets....

"The twin strategy of the
Provos, the famous 'Armalite
in one hand and the ballot
paper in the other', is a strat-
egy for permanent war and di-
vision, "

This cowardly sucking up to
'democratic' imperialist class-
collaboration is an utter insult
to Ireland's long national libe -

ration struggle, and is tanta-
mount to dancing on the grav-
es of the Easter Rising heroes
of 1916,

The phrasing of this sneer
against "a strategy for perm-
anent war and division" could
be just as easily turned again-
st the triumphant liberation
guerrilla war of 1916-1921 wh-
ich finally won Ireland's first
limited independence and the
establishment of the Irish Re -
public.

That heroic rebellion could
be condemned too as "a stra-
tegy for permanent war and
division" since British imper-
ialism's fascist Black & Tans
ripped a gerrymandered part
of Ulster out of Ireland at ba-
yonet point in order to set up
Partition in 1921 and establish
the colonial-fascist occupied
zone of ""Northemn Ireland".
{No one with a real Leninist
grasp of anti-imperialism co-
uld possibly refer to this pol-
ice-military dictatorship as
a "country", It is an occupied
zone gerrymandered by British
colonists in which the Irish
people have been butchered

and suppressed for 64 years.)

But not even these Militant
Trotskyite counter-revolution-
aries would dare openly reveal

their pro-Western imperialist
class-collaboration to the poi-
nt of deriding Ireland's trium-
phant War of Independence.

Equally, the sneers at Sinn
Fein's minority support are

just as oafishly offensive to
the heroic history of Irish ind-
ependence martyrs,

Lenin fought a huge campa-
ign in 1916 to comect some equ-
ally oafish revisionist leaders

of the Second International
who derided the Easter Rising
of 1916 as the 'putschist nonsen-
se of sectarian middle~-class

nationalists'. But Lenin hailed 35



36

this heroic minority for having
inspired colonised peoples all
over the world with their bold
blow against imperialist auth-
ority and warmongering, and
for being in the same revolut-
ionary spirit as the Bolsheviks
own eventual overthrow of im-
perialist militarism,

Maybe truculent British imp-
erialism will indeed try a yet
further gerrymandered partition
of bits of colonised Ulster to
give the Union Jack-waving
fascist-colonists a final stand.
But the world would deride
such another blatant imperial-
ist racket, And that remnant
too would one day be re-con-
quered by Ireland's national -
liberation struggle.

There can be no sucking up
to by-passed colonist remnants,
as the fascist Ian Smith has tru-
culently shown since 1965 in
Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) and is
still vengefully showing.

It is true that only socialist
revolution can finally give all
of Ireland true independence
and flourishing. But Militant

Trots are pure hypocrites on
this, - armchair revolutionar-
ies. They hate revolutionary
violence. They hate the natio-
nal-liberation-struggle basis for
mich revolutionary socialist str-
uggle in an imperialist~domin-
ated world. And they hate the
proletarian dictatorship which
Zimbabwe is building, for ex-
ample, which is the only poss-
-ible guarantee of socialist con-
struction in a CIA-counter-revo-
lutionary-infested world, - as
Allende found out in Chile, -
too late.

Sinn Fein are not yet revolut-
ionary socialists, But they are
infinitely closer to becoming
such than the Militant middle-
class opportunists could ever be.
Pow significant that Militant
suck up in Ireland to the wretch-
ed Dublin Labour Party bourge-
ois class-collaborators-with-imp-
erialism, and want to establish
similar Parliamentary careerism
in Belfast, What a sick farce.

Sinn Fein's national liberation
struggle has rocked Western im-
perialism, Its forebears overthrew
it in part. And it is only thanks
to the 'bi-paﬂ:izan' class collab-
oration by British Labour & TUC
which has enabled imperialism

to hang on so long to the ripp-
ed~out occupied zone in the
north, - the very trade unionist
mentality which Militant now
recommends to Ireland above
all else asthe real 'class war',
What revisionist arrogance and
anti-Leninist ignorance. !
These middle~class "Militant'
frauds even have the nerve to
openly identify themselves

with "a storm of angry protest"
against a Brighton Labour Party
invitation meeting for a Provi-
sional Sinn Fein speaker, an
event which Militant's own
words admit was also "lobbi ed
by an unholy alliance of the
Tory Party, the National Front,
the SDP and Liberals”, So den-
se is Militant careerism that it
fails to notice the irony of who

it joined forces with to deny
Irish national liberation the ri-
ght to be heard in Britain.

Militant pretends that the
'angry protest' against the Bri-
ghton LP's invitation meeting
was "from the ranks of the Bri~
ghton labour and trade union
movement", Such is the subj-
ective delusions and hypocrisy
of Trotskyism.

47.

August 7,1985
(Bulletin 303)

The strike by news-
men in defence of the
BBC's 'honour! is a
useful split in the
ranks of the establi-
shment, but the most
grotesque hypocrisy.

News has always be-
en censored from Ire-
land. As well as a
8core Or mMOre pProgr-
ammes and news repor-
ts having been banned
outright during the
17 years police-milit-
ary dictatorship over
the occupied north of
Ireland, the journal-
ists have always with
utter servility obey-
ed the standing self-
censorship instructi-
ons.,

Every newsman who
has ever been to the
occupiled zone has al-
ways been totally aw-
are of the brutal tor-

extract 'confessions!
from detained Irish
nationalists was fu-
1ly exposed. And sti-
11 then the 'free’
British press gave
the scandal minimum
publicity.

Regular roughing up
of Irish 'suspects'
continues unabated,
however,-as does the
monstrous 'legal tri-
al' system of convic-
ting Republicans to
enormous jail senten-
ces on the uncorrobo-
rated hearsay tevid-
ence' of official in-
formers or prosecut-
ing officers, usually
glven anonymously.

And far from the
Nazi terror of shoot-
ing nationalist 'sus-
pects' on sight hav-
ing been exposed by
the press (In spite of
all the evldence), the
murderous barbarism
of these British cap-
italist death squads

A full-length TV
documentary,including
video film of the ac-
tual killing, has be-
en shown of the Army's
casual slaughter of
unarmed housewife No-
rah McCabe near her
Belfast home. No dis-
ciplinary action has
been taken or is like-
ly.

During this same la-
test two-year period,
the following have be-
en slaughtered on the
spot, all unarmed, just
for being ‘'suspects!
in the eyes of the RUC
and Army dictators:
Sean McIlvenna in Arm-
agh 17/12/84; Colm Mc-
Girr,Brian Campbell,
Coalisland 12/83;Char-
les Breslin,Michael
Devine,David Devine,
Strabane 23/2/85, sh-
outing 'Don't shoot!
as they died (the BBC
gave loving and unqu~
estioning reports to
all the official fas-
cist comments on the

Nothing has been re-
ported in Britain of
these atrocities. But
these same ‘principl-
ed' newsmen have made
certain that everyone
in Britain has heard
of Father Popielusco,
the only arbitrary de-
ath the Polish workers
state has been respon-
sible for despite five
Years assault on it by
the reactionary Catho-
lic Solidarnosc count-
er-revolution,-financ-
ed and organised by
the CIA & the Vatican.
And all the officers
in the whole chain of
command responsible
for Popielusco's arbi-
trary death are now
serving long prison
sentences.

But as far as the
British press is con-
cerned, the Polish wo-
rkers state and Popie-
lusco are the byword
for Gestapo terror.The
above-listed Irish 'su-
spects' don't exist.

ture and shoot-on-
sight methods used by
the army and police
systematically to try
to terrorise the Irish

is being stepped up.
John Downes was sh-

ot dead from point-
blank range in front
of the world's press

incident about

ends Justifying the
means! but no cover-
age of the national-
ist view of the bar-

minority into accept-
ing the rule of the
British colonial maj-
ority (Orange fascist).
But it took a succ-
essful legal action
the European Court

in Belfast last year
at the RUC assault on

eting to hear Martin
aid. His judicial mu~-

rder has probably be-
en commended,and cer-

barism); Toman,Burnse,
the street-corner me-~ McKerr in Lurgan; Gr-
ew and Carroll in Ar-
Galvin, from US Nor- magh; Paul Kelly, 1/
85; Michael Tighe(17)

The lies by Thatcher, Kinnock,
& Parliament about 'majority wi-
shes in Ulster must prevail', -ign-
oring that the overwhelming maj-
ority in Ireland (includlng the Ul
ster colmials) voted by S to 1 in
1918 against the infamous 1921 Pa-
rtition, ~always go unchallenged

by the Press, -as do Thatcher's
lies that sanctions are 'not popul-
ar with the opponents of Apartheid

'The

on a Lurgan farm; Ge=- in South Africa itself', and her
rard & Logue in a at- fascist call for'order to be restor-

of Human Rights
before the routine

Gestapo torture to ned.

tainly not discipli-

80 on.

ationery car 9/84;and ed first’, -prevailing fascist order.

But revolution will win,

ton, NATO, and Common Market

further generation or two (-unt-

48. November 20,1985 instructions to get this damaging il in fact the present 39% nati-

(Bulletin 318)

(for the West's image) colonial

onalist population overtook the

The new treaty between Lond~war off the agenda as soon as po- 61% colonist population, a long-
on and Dublin is indeed the thin ssible by whatever fudge possible term threat to British imperial-

end of the wedge for one day ext-
inguishing British imperialism's
remaimng colonial toe-hadd on
part of Ireland's northeast provi-

nce. But it is the so-called 'Uls-

ter Unionist' remnants of British
colonialism whose die-hard rac-

(short of admitting outright vict-
ory to the IRA/Sinn Fein nation-
al-liberation struggle.)

The constipated new treaty, -
promising Dublin some vague as-
sociation in solving the difficult

problems of 'Northern Ireland'
(a colonialist-racist nonsense

ism's colonial guarantee to the
'Loyalists' in any case, even
before this new treaty was wri-
tten) -as far as the new terms go.

Yet such is the devastating influ-
ence of the general historic for-
ces which have steadily made

ist reactions will bring that reun- deeply insulting and permanent- British imperialism weaker this

ification decades forward and
make it a now immediate near-
certain outcome.

All Thatcher was doing, ~with
Fitzgerald's Green-Tory conniv-

ance, -was carrying out Washing-

ly wounding to Irish nationalism)
was the result.

But with the colony as such
thus still intact, Paisley & Co
could still have lorded it as re -
gional British gauleiters for a

century, steadily given new pur-
pose to revolutionary (socialist)
national liberation struggle in
Ireland (as throughout the world),
and steadily undermined the ec-



onomic, social, and political cl-
out of the Orange colonial bour-
geoisie, --that the Paisleyites &
Powellites cannot avoid sticking
their own heads in the noose in

a pointless final defiant gesture,
just like the Smithites and Both-

aites in southern Africa.

Paisley's screech about *an in-
tolerable derogation of British
sovereignty' is a piece of mons-
trous, racist, colonial arrogance.

And such historical forces ult-
imately know no reasonableness,
-as they have amply proved in
occupied partitioned Ireland si-
nce 1921, and as they equally
showed before then, in Ireland
and throughout the colonial wo-
rld, -even when imperialism
was still a progressive economic
force.

That reactionary political tr-
eacherousness, vindictiveness,
and brutality has not left the
main body of the British imper-
ialist ruling class either, despite
the fact that the Thatcherite
tendency will now come into
bitter and bloody conflict with
the Paisleyite/Powellite colon-
ial tendency.

But there are now far more
powerful imperialist sharks than
Britain ruling the waves in the
West. They have other fish to
fry.The orders to London (to get
rid of this colonial embarrass-
ment}), are not due to sympathy
with Irish nationalism or conc-
ern for the suffering in the occ-
upied north. It is merely that
NATO's warmongering arms-
race interests in clobbering
worldwide proletarian revolt as
a whole (as the 'solution' to the
revolutionary -crisis problems
created by capitalism's insolu-

ble economic crisis) think they
can handle all their political-

credibility difficulties better if
bloody suppression of national-

liberation struggle is no longer
so obvious inside Britain itself,
the senior Western partner.

Therefore, to the extent that
the hopeless Thatcherites do not
make as ludicrous and incompe-

tent a mess of this policy as of
most other things they have tri-

ed, the Paisleyites' last-ditch
stand will now be the brief tar-
get of British colonialism’s last
repressive acts in Ireland.

But in provoking such conflict,
the Paisleyites will of course in-
evitably create conditions of

chaos which only Dublin (and
sentimental/self-interest Con-
gressional aid) will not be tot -
ally reluctant to help clean up
and take advantage of, ~thus
speeding up the longterm eff-
ects of the new treaty (in givi-
ng Dublin a say) dramatically.
Thus Paisley & Co will bring
about the very thing they are

screaming dread of as if it was
hellfire, -Ireland's reunification.

The difference in the outcome
of Paisley's revolt to that of
Carson's (Orange - colonial big
bourgeoisie plus British army
officers and the then-Opposit-
ion British Tories) to Asquith's
Liberal government's Home
Rule Bill in 1911 (the Curragh
mutiny, etc) is nothing to do
with Thatcher(as the more stu-
pid newspapers are saying) The
difference is the historical one
between a British imperialism
(plus all its hangers-on and
self-interested flunkeys) of en-
ormous power and wealth in
1911 (including in its lrish co-
lony, -especially in Belfast's
big industries),-and the slump-
ridden defeated condition of
British imperialism today, -
(where even the bourgeoisie
have lost heart and are sending
all their capital to Switzerland
and New York or the Bahamas,
and where the flag-waving
working class dupes in Belfast,
say,are more interested in try-
ing to emigrate than to risk
their lives any more for the

moth-eaten Union Jack.)
(The 1974 Ulster workers strike

was very nearly a disaster for
Paisley.Only naked gun threats
stopped people going into work,
and only the spineless Labour
Government in London allowed
the colonist-fascist thugs to get
away with this intimidation, (re-
fusing to use the police -military
dictatorship against them.))

And at the same time as the
guts haved dropped out of the
British colonial resolve (not be-
fore time), the fighting spirit of
the international national-libe -
ration movement has been ins-
pired by postwar triumphs in
Vietnam, Cuba, Angola, Algeria,
Aden, Zimbabwe, Nicaragua, etc
to unprecedented heights.

Bobby Sands and the other he-
roes of the IRA/Sinn Fein nat -
ional liberation struggle are in
the tradition of a long line of

independence martyrs in Irela-
nd, -but that mighty history is
now further lifted by having at
last become the essence of all
mankind’s greatest modern triu-
mphs, - revolutionary independ-

ence from imperialist sway.
Historic conditions have finally

come right for Ireland's long
heroic fight for its national asp-
irations to be realised.

That it comes at a time when
nationalism alone can solve no-
thing(in the slump-ridden capi-
talist West) takes nothing at all
away from the triumph of the
Irish independence struggle, -or
from the undoubted achievem -
ent of modern Sinn Fein/IRA in
that final push.

But it does immediately set
the scene for the revolutionary
socialist aspirations of the natio-
nal liberation struggle to assert
themselves, at once.

Ireland's reunification is now
almost all over, bar the shouting.
But Ireland's poverty, exploit-

ation, and frustrated national

ambitions - are still only just be-

ginning, -as far as the general
collapse of the capitalist system
is concerned.

The legitimate,fulfilled aspir-
ation of Ireland's reunification
will of itself do absolutely noth-
ing to halt the appalling econo-
mic and political crisis which is
deep-down poisoning all social
relations throughout Ireland.
Only the revolutionary socialist
overthrow of capitalism can do

that, o
Revolutionary socialists in Ire-

land now face the problem of
what tactics to adopt if & when
the Paisleyites and British imp-
erialist forces start clobbering
each other.

Some nationalists are saying
they will continue to wage war

against the new treaty and the
continued British presence. But

that would mean in effect
assisting the Paisleyites in th-
eir armed reaction, and to ho-
pelessly misunderstand the na-
ture of the epoch and the int-
ernational balance of class fo-
rces.

Where capitalism is still re-
latively secure (as Dublin is
for the time being, -especia-
11y, it is thought in the West,
if revolutionary Sinn Fein has
less to agitate over if the col-
onial occupied zone is extin-

guished), the NATO ruling ci-
rcles prefer to adopt an anti-
colonial pose where they saf-
ely can, Otherwise there will
be even less hope of stemmi-
ng the revolutionary socialist
tide that is steadily sweeping
away imperialism's hold on
the 'free' world.

Some would-be 'revolution-
ary socialist’ voices are saying
continue the armed struggle
against (British) imperialism be-
cause that is the only realistic
pelitical future for all people.

While generally correct in
principle, that would be a bad
error of tactical timing and
judgment. The revolutionary
forces, backed by widespread
national aspirations and the
climate of world opinion, have
forced the beginning of the
end to colonial military oppr-
ession. But they are far from
adequate at this stage to win
sufficient support yet to topple
the capitalist state and the
Western imperialist economic
structure in general,(-not in
Ireland overall, -nor in the oc-
cupied zone in particular, even
if the worst possible fouled -up
Thatcherite conditions prevai-
led for still some considerable
time.)

It would be an adventurous
waste of revolutionary resour-
ces to fritter them away on un-
timely terrorist isolated incid-
ents. Far better to conserve and

build up the revolutionary-
military potential, -and devote
all resources meanwhile to the
political revdutionary struggle
to win a majarity of the prole -
tarian and intelligentsia vang-
uard to Leninist perspectives.
Such was the Bolsheviks policy
even when, for years, suffer-
ing total Tsarist oppression and
then German imperialist invas-
ion. Their policy was for the

defeat of their own outdat -
ed ruling class first, -and then

to do what they could against
the German imperialist outsid -
ers (in fact sign a robber-peace:-
treaty with them, out of unavoi-
dable weakness at that time,
temporarily conceding Ukraine
regions).

Having properly fought establ-
ished British imperialism up to
now, the circumstances have
suddenly dramatically changed



if the Paisleyites begin a seri-
ous conflict with the British fo-
rces. Tactics should change

just as dramatically. Wait for
the defeat of their 'own' ruling
class (i. e.the Paisleyites), and
then complete their overthrow
(if the British don't complete it
themselves and hand all author-
ity to Dublin), only subsequently
taking on either London again,
or Dublin, if that is what is req-
uired to complete the downfall
of the Orange bourgeoisie. And
in those complex circumstances,
military methods should be used
with great tactical caution and
astuteness, always subservient to
revolutionary political consider-
ations.

The revolutionary overthrow
of the Dublin bourgeoisie rema-
ins very high on the immediate
agenda, -but such a military st-
rugg le could become mere ad-
venturous putschism if not part
of correct and successful poli-
tical struggles and circumstances.

Sinn Fein have immediately

adopted very correct tactics
over the Paisleyites' threats of
parliamentary by-elections. A
correct revolutionary line on
capitalist democracy frauds is
not always to boycott them, and

a "No to Paisley's warmongering
UDI" around a single candidate

would be a good propaganda ta-

ctic in the forthcoming ballots.
Revolutionary socialists in

Britain and elsewhere must exp-

ose the petty-bourgeois defeat-
ism of the Trots who have either
treacherously and opportunistic-
ally opposed the national liber-
ation struggle (Militant, WRP,etc

because of its "terrorist excesses"

or else have constantly written
it off as a failure (RCG, SWP, etc)
-dominated by their own philist-
ine ignorance in failing to see
the triumphant Soviet-led wearld
socialist revolution, or in failing
to grasp the role of revolutionary
theory and the dictatorship of
the proletariat in that triumph,-
and intimidated from applying
the lessons to British conditions.
Their ignorant middle-class
pessimism and hostility to Len-
inist science made these subje-
ctive Trotskyite sectarians sneer
destructively and treacherously
at the colossal historic triumph
of the IRA's hunger strike in
1981, writing it off contemptu-

38 ously as a "defeat". The Lenin-

ist Bulletin alone was able then
to explain how the seeds of Bri-
tish imperialism's political def-
eat were being sown by the hun-
ger-strike triumph and the huge
nationalist movement around it.

Even well before the dramatic
climax of Bobby Sands's death-
fast, the Bulletin was explaining

on April 23,1981 (Bulletin 85):

47 The relative failure of
Paisley's 'Carson trail’
stunt since then, plus the
colossal propaganda defeat
for British imperialism of
Sands's election viectory
has made a further retreat
by the British ruling class
almost inevitable.

The fierce struggle unlea~
shed by the Republican work-
ing class in Derry City
since Sands's election only
intensifies the pressure
on the British ruling class
to quickly make the best
compromise deal they can
cook up.

But whatever good sense
might dictate to the ruling
circles in London, a million
and one subjective problems
get in the way of taking the
simple quick way out.

The last thing Thatcher
and company can bear to con-
template is being seen to
be forced to give way by
revolutionary mass resist-
ance such as has developed
out of the TRA's stand agai-
nst domination by the Brit-
ish capitalist state.

This terrified stance ag-
ainst political 'loss of
face' is a real enough pro-
blem and not some small
issue of personal vanity
easily resolved by putting
someone more mature in
Thatcher's place.

Exactly how the ruling
class's political leadership
hangs together is an infini-
tely complex question...

Meanwhile the overall pos-
ition of the British capit-

alist establishment continues

to deteriorate inevitably.
The unsolved mess of its

) policy on the occupation of
northern Ireland is symbolic
of the senile stupidity and
insensitive paralysis of a
dying class. Thatcher's
clumsy, shallow haughtiness
is as appropriate a repre-
sentative of this incurable
decadence as anything.

But even in such a mori-
bund condition, the British
ruling class will still re-
act to intolerable pressure
- and this is what it is now
getting over Bobby Sands and
its whole police-military
occupation.

The 'free world' leaders
want the entire northern
Ireland business ended once
and for all, for the enorm-
ous internation damage it
is doing to the 'free world's'
image. Something will have
to be done whether Thatcher
wants to be seen giving in
to revolutionary pressure or
not.

Britain must get out is
the only long-term solution,
putting Paisley and company

firmly in their place as
they leave. Under pressure,
the British establishment
began this process, - a pain-
ful admission of failure, -
at the Dublin summit before
Christmas whose secret agree-
ments envisage reunification
of Ireland under cover of some
looser all British Isles all-
iance. The deals are secret,
once again,to save British
loss of face.

In the shorter term, the
British ruling class have
been trounced by the IRA and
the Republican working class
in every respect...

Despite Thatcher's thick-
skinned arrogance in pretend-
ing to be too important to
listen to any outside press-
ure over the case of IRA
hunger-striker and Westminst-
er MP Bobby Sands, the Brit-
ish ruling class may feel ob-
liged to climb dowm.

As the Bulletin has already
explained, Sands's victory in
the PFermanagh by-election
has demolished the entire
British capitalist propaganda
myth that the IRA national
liberation struggle did not
enjoy the support of the
majority of ordinary Catholic
people in the occupied north
of Ireland.

This in turn has virtually
demolished any remaining ex-
cuses in bourgeois circles
around the world for refrai-
ning any longer from putting
the strongest possible press-—
ure on London to get the
vwhole bloody military dict-
atorship question, so embarr—
assing to the rest of the
'free world', off the agenda
ag rapidly as possible.

On April 30,1981, the Bulletin
added (Bulletin86):

4/ pregsure is growing irr-
esistably to force the Brit-
ish capitalist state to give
up its bankrupt military occ-
upation of north Ireland.

An enormous international
campaign against Britain has
been unleashed by the hunger
strike to death for Ireland's
national liberation by Bobby
Sands.

The capitalist press is
under strict instructions
from Whitehall to play down
their reports on this ex-
plosive issue.

But heads of state
Reagan to Mrs Gandhi
being forced to make state-
ments condemning the Tory
Government's stand against
giving political prisoner
status to the captured men
of the Irish Republican Army.

The state legislatures of
New York, New Jersey, and
Michigan, representing nearly
a quarter of the American
population, have passed mot-
ions denouncing the British
ruling class's provocation
of treating the IRA men as
'criminals', and even demand-
ing the closure of local
British consulates., More
such decisions will follow.

A priest is fasting on the
steps of the White House in
sympathy with Sands.

Thatcher hasn't a leg to
stand on. If Sands does die
because of the British ruling

from
are

class's arrogance of not wish-

ing to be seen to 'lose face!,
it will only be followed by
other Maze concentration camp
hunger strikes coming to their
climax and by increasingly
violent assaults by the Rep~
ublican masses on the British
police~military dictatorship
in the occupied north.

49. November 27,1985
(Bulletin 319)

Through philistine ignorance
of Leninism on the national
question, the bogus middle -
class 'revolutionary' swamp in
Britain has plunged ultra-left
confusion to new depths over
the London-Dublin treaty.

Banda's WRP remnants have
taken over fram the Sparts and
Militant on this occasion to pr-
op up imperialism's myths ab-~
out a "protestant working class"
who are allegedly 'justifiably*
opposing Ireland's reunification,

There are only Irish workers
in Ireland, and everyone who
refuses to consider himself as
such is clearly an agent of the
British colonist bourgeoisie.

Similarly, there are only Irish
nationalists in Ireland, -frequ-
ently led by "prctestants' (Wolfe
Tone, Parnell, etc) to use the
imperialist/ Trotskyist, divisive,
religious/racial sectarianism, -
and no such thing as "protestant
Northern Ireland nationalism"
as the Spart and Militant stocg -
es far British colmialism have
tried to argue (see past Bullet-
ins).

The Trots' latest defence of
fascist-colonist sabotage of ev-

en the laughably-small steps
towards Irish nationalism's leg-
itimate reunification aspiratio -
ns comes in the following WRP
mishmash(16/11/85) of lying hy-
pocrisy, racist arrogance, and
contemptible armchair-social -
ist impotence:

The police in the north
have now been used bru-
tally against protestant
workers in Portadown
and protestants face the
same problems of unem-
ployment and insecurity
as do catholics.

This is the reality of
capitalist Ireland. And
there is one other factor.
The protestant working
class is understandably
totally opposed to a
bourgeois ‘united’ Ire-
land. Make no mistake!

We support them total-
ly in this. Why should pro-
testant workers throw off
the shackles of Paisley’s
form of religion to
embrace the no less obno-
xious religious repression



in the south.

We have just seen how
the police and the judici-
ary hounded a youn
woman from Kerry an
falsely brought in a ver-
dict that she strangled
her baby and the Church
in the south continually
sticks its nose into the
private and personal lives
of couples and young peo-
ple. Who wants that?

The republican move-
ment has tried everything
in the north over the past
16 years — civil rights
protest, armed struggle,
prison struggle, hunger
strike, electioneering,
bombs — and now it is
time to shargly review
just what has been
achieved.

We propose a turn to
the working class and
youth and that means pri-
marily the protestant
working class. The repub-
licans should drop all re-
frences in their program-
me to a bourgeois repub-
lic and fight only for a
Workers Republic, which
will be organised on a
strictly secular basis.

The "protestant workers in
Portadown" were the mob of
Orange-fascist thugs who tried
on July12 (the colonists' Union-
Jack-waving day of racist ritu-
al) to terrcrise an Irish housing
estate in that town by staging
a provocative drum-banging
march through its heart, Under
a 'liberal' (opportunist) instruc-
tion from the authorities (bear-
ing the delicate state of Anglo-
US-Irish treaty negotiations in
mind - see yesterday's Guardian
and last week's Bulletin (318),)-
--the RUC put 2 half-hearted
block on that particular raute,
and some punches were thrown.
The "protestant workers" staged
several private bullying provoc-
ations against Irish people in
reprisals.

The assurance that British co-

lonialism's Orange -fascist "pro-
testant working class" thugs are
"understandably totally opposed
to a united Ireland, make no
mistake" borders on a sick farce
of the most depraved Goebbels

fantasy.
National aspirations for indep-

endence (and in Ireland's case
over the last 64 years for reuni-
fication)-~ which have always
been fully supported in pr-
inciple by Marxism -Leninism
from the very beginning of the
revolutionary socialist struggle,-
-can be nothing else but 'bour-
geois' aspirations.

To justify the opposition by

British colonialism's Orange-
fascist thuggery to a united ind-
ependent Ireland on the grounds
that it will be a 'bourgeois' Ire-
land is to cover up near~-Nazi
ignorance and hypocrisy with
the most degenerate anti-Lenin-
ist ultra -left posturing.

What disgusting lies to imply
that these Union Jack-waving
thugs are for a united Ireland
provided it is a workers socialist
state! What foul twisted Trotsky-
ite mind could dream up this

moronic nonsense ?
These Orange-fascist "protes-

tant working class" thugs are the
backbone of the National Front
all round Britain. Only social el-
ements as demented as Hitler

by British bullets out of the US/
NATO/EEC fear of a continu-
ing national-liberation
struggle being seen to continue
endlessly in the heart of the
‘free' West), --will inhibit too
large an armed fascist reaction
developing among the "protes-
tant working class" (i.e.dupes
of imperialism) on this
occasion. In other words, only
thanks to the historic achieve -
ments of Sinn Fein's sneered-at
'bourgeois republicanism’, -&
no thanks at all to the WRP's
treacherous class-collaborating
Trotskyism, - will "equal un-
employment and insecurity" of
the "protestant working class"

not turn into embittered fascist
pretended that Nazis wanted $0- reaction (rather than the idiotic
cialism.

tional independence (bourgeois,
by definition) of lreland from
the British crown. It remains a
legitimate aspiration which Ma-
rxist - Leninists could not possibly
oppose.

As it happens, genuine Leninists
have enthusiastically supported
the IRA/Sinn Fein national-lib-
eration struggle as the cutting
edge, in practice, of the initial
completion of Ireland's national
independence, to be quickly fol-
lowed by the struggle for open

Leninist revolutionary socialist
consciousness to make Ireland's
flourishing realistic,-in the only
way possible in the midst of wo-
rldwide imperialism's terminal

crisis, -by the socialist revolution.

The national revolution will be

"protestant working class" soci- (ransformed into the socialist re-

To cover up this Orange-fasci- alist revolution which the impo- volution (see Bulletin 318, and

st truculence to Ireland's legiti- tent Trots misleadingly and irr-
mate reunification on the grounds esponsibly twitter about to gain
that the colonists are holding out , cheap opportunist 'left! effect).
for 'real socialism' is to parallel The entire working class in Ir-
Botha's resistance to black maj-
ority rule on the pretence that

eland will soon, in fact, be for-
ced onto the revolutionary socia-
list road as the only way out of
incurable worldwide capitalist
These criminal distortions ab- slump and warmongering., But
out the true colonial bourgeois- pever will this be possible all
fascist nature of "protestant wor- the time that British imperial-
king class" Orange thuggery are jmts vicious divide-and-rule
smuggled in by rotten deceptions partition policy can continue to
and half-truths that "protestants’ keep the majority Irish masses
face the "same problems of un- g grated by unfulfilled (legiti-

he prefers 'democracy' to 'vio-
lence'.

employment and insecurity" as
do "catholics", and that "prot-
estant workers" want to "throw
off the shackles" of Paisley.

It was Orange -fascist "protest-
ant working class" thugs in the
trade union bureaucracy who vi-
ciously implemented the racist

discrimination against Irish wo-

rkers throughout the entire stin-
king 64-year history of this mi-

serable imperialist-occupied

zone. It was the same scum who

systematically backed the 'B'

special and RUC pogroms agai-
nst the native Irish, -and all the

monstrous gerrymandering and
exploitation of native Irish ri-
ghts that were the essence of
this wretched colony.

There are poor whites who
are suffering slump unemploy -
ment in South Africa now. They
frequently make the worst rac-
ist thugs, just as Hitler built up
a multi-million fascist army
out of similar elements. Only
the rapid collapse of Paisleyite

bombastic fascism (forced down

mate) national aspirations (bour-
geois, by definition), -and a mi-
nority of people tied to the now-
illusory perks of British colonial
superiority.

The anti-communist WRP
Trots can scarcely conceal th-
eir own racist swagger as they
sneer: "Who wants the Church
in the south to continually stick
its nose into the private and
personal lives of couples and
young people?". The reformist
anti-Marxist implication that
genuine revolutionary socialist
workers should have some pref-
erence for the rotten capitalist
state in Belfast to the rotten ca-
pitalist state in Dublin is coup-

led with the racist slander that
enlightened workers in the south

ILWP Books vols 4,5,6,6 7).

The impotent armchair-social-
ist Trots have never ceased wri-
ting off Ireland's national-liber-
ation struggle, -and the WRP sl-
yly puts the boot in again now:
"The republican movement has
tried everything in the north
over the past 16 years...now it
is time to sharply review just
what has been achieved", -i.e.
'nothing", because there immedi-
ately follows no list of achieve -
ments at all, but instead the bald
crass ultra -left sloganising of
which the Trots are past masters.
"We propose a turn to the work-
ing class and youth", and that
means primarily the "protestant
working class", it adds, contemp-
tuous of Ireland's national-
liberation struggle.

And just to make this reaction-
ary, insulting, racist, anti-Marxist
message absolutely clear, -the
Trots add:"The republicans shou-
1d drop all references in their pr-
ogramme to a bourgeois republ~
ic" by which they mean an Irish
republic, of course.

Their call for a 'workers repu-
blic! as a_complete substitution
for Ireland's national-liberation

struggle is, of course, pure pupp-
et -theatre socialism,with the st-
rings pulled by the long-rotten

are somehow less wholly oppos- tradition of 'British socialism'

ed to capitalist state monstrous-
ness than people elsewhere.

The issue, however, (by now
well lost sight of in such a wel-

(i.e. class-collaborating, pro-
imperialist, Labour-entrist refor-
mism }.

The Trotskyite 'left! Labourite

ter of vicious reaction and phil- middle class have never stopped
istine confusion) is the total na- sneering arrogantly at Ireland's
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national -liberation struggle.

The WRP, along with the rest,
could not wait to cuddle up to
Fleet Street and the British bour-
geoisie to denounce in horror the
La Mon House restaurant bombing
in the early 1970s, -blaming the
Irish national liberation struggle
instead of British imperialism for
the accidental deaths, -and they
have never stopped cringing sin-
ce, -as over the Harrods bomb,
etc. This is nothing whatsoever
to do with Leninism. It is the pu-
rest left-Labourite reformist tre-
achery.

The entire Trotskyite circus
with their dismal subservience
to British imperialist bourgeois-
idealist philistinism, wrote off
the heroic 1981 hunger strikes as
another 'failure' (see Bulletin318)
ignoring Leninism's analysis
that the Sinn Fein revolutionary
surge of consciousness throughout
the Irish masses in the occup-
ied zone was the death-knell
of British imperialism's cont~
inued colonial rule.

These sectarian WRP Trotsk-
yite worms give the lie to th-
eir own anti-liberation prejud-
ices (and inadvertently identi-
fy their own treacherous role)
when they observe elsewhere
in the same issue:

These politicians have
always relied on loyalist
chauvinism and sectar-
ianism to keep the work-
ing class divided.

They fear that even a
hint of British collabora-
tion with Dublin will
ioosen their grip.

But who is trying to whip up
chauvinistic hatred of 'collab-
oration with Dublin' so that the
timid treaty, imposed on That-
cher by Washington, should be
sabotaged? Who tries to sneer
at the national liberation stru-
ggle's united Ireland (bourgeois)
aspirations which alone, -throu-
gh the unbeatable heroism of
the hunger strikers and the Sinn
Fein/IRA fight, -have finally
forced British reaction to retre -
at from its colonist - partition
immovability? The Pai-
sleyites on one side, -and the
confusion-mongering Trots on
the other, who could not bring
down Paisley's washing line,
let alone the Orange establish-
ment, the British military occu-
pation, and the Dublin Tories
all in one go in favour of an
as yet, in the immediate term,
unachievable 'workers republic!,

This ultra -left bragging by
Trotskyism throughout the West
is not just a substitute for their
philistine ignorance of Leninist
scientific analysis of the inter-
national balance of class forces
but also the cover for Tro-
tskyism's real role in history,-
the giving of a 'left' face to
bourgeois-idealism's demented
anti-communism.

Lenin characterised Trotsky
as the epitome of the "every-
thing is rotten" school of bour-~
geois cynicism and ultra-left
posturing (see ILWP Books vol5)

On the basis of Trotsky's
middle ~class subjectivism wh-
ich wrote off the USSR and the
world socialist revolution as ir-
retrievably betrayed and as irr-
eparable disasters, subsequent
generations of intellectual pes-
simism have continued this re-

actionary ivory-tower idealism
by denying the colossal advance
for mankind of the socialist re-
volution in China, Vietnam,
Cuba, Angola, Nicaragua, etc,
and the defeats these entailed
for imperialism;by sneering in
at the revolutionary process in
El Salvador, South Africa, Phil -
ippines, Namibia, Zimbabwe,
Ethiopia, Afghanistan, etc, bec -
ause of their pro-Soviet leader-
ships; and by dismissing as 'fai-
lures! other great setbacks to
imperialism such as the 1981
hunger strikes, the retreat from
Rhodesia at Lancaster House,
the enforced retreat of Thatch-
er's treaty with Fitzgerald, etc.
Subjective petty-bourgeois
sectarianism in the West screa -
ms loudest with its ultra-left
shallowness, -but deep down is
utterly treacherously subservient
to imperialism's imagined 'inv-
incibility', -the same rotten
anti-communist prejudice agai-

nst the achievements of the di-
dictatorship of the proletariat

which in _practice saw Trotsky
agree to be exiled from the
USSR and live again under cap-
italism, covering up this defeat-
ism with a torrent of ultra-left
posturing.

But the_real world socialist re-
volution is now fast catching
up with Trotsky's treacherous
renegacy from the Soviet Union
(to become the West's favourite
exiled voice preaching doom &
destruction for the Soviet work-

ers state (see ILWP Books vol 3)).

But in reality, the fine print

The now-rapid collapse of Tr- of the treaty spells out just the

otskyist pretence in the West
(WRP, Militant, IMG, WSL, etc)

opposite, - as the Paisleyites &
anyone not wholly dominated

is the inevitable consequence of by their own pessimistic subje -
the steady advance of the Soviet ctive 'political’ outlook, can

-led world socialist revolution
from China,to Korea,to Viet-
nam, to Eastern Europe, to Cuba,
to Angola, to Mozambique, to
Zimbabwe, to Nicaragua, to
El Salvador, to Philippines, to
Ethiopia, to Afghanistan, to
Yemen, to South Africa, etc.
The Trots' middle-class misery
will die with imperialism.

50. December 4,1985
(Bulletin 320)

The paralysed schizophrenia
of the British establishment's
attempt to decamp from its
embarrassing Ireland colony is
plunging the entire political
spectrum into rare confusion, -
from the Trots to yet another
discredited minister whose br-
ains cannot keep up with his
briefs.

London is under instructions
from US imperialism to get
out of Ireland, -quick.

Thatcher knows it, of course,
but can't say anything other
than that "majority wishes' (i.e
the British colonist minority in
the remaining occupied north-
east tip of Ireland) must prev-
ail for their natural lifetime;
the Paisleyites know it instinc-
tively, and will fight.

The minister Tom King may
or may not be fully in the pict-
ure, -but in any case can only
say what he is told to say, -and

easily see, - is for the reunific -
ation of Ireland with all possible
speed.

Certainly it is a deal to dish
the Sinn Fein/IRA national-
liberation struggle to the extent
that this was becoming a revolu-
tionary socialist struggle as well,
- exactly why the US imperialists
decided that enough was enough
following the colossal political
triumph of the hunger strikes led
by Bobby Sands, the election tr-
iumphs, and most important the
mass surge of revolutionary cons-
ciousness among the Irish prol-
etariat alongside those tremend-
ously heroic campaigns in 1981.
(See Bulletins 318 & 319).

But such reactions entirely miss
the colossal histaical point that
this Green Tory way of extricating
themselves from proletarian dan-
ger nevertheless represents a maj-
or turning point, - the ending at
last of the deliberate partitioning
of Ireland and therefore of the
deliberate exacerbating of frustr-
ated Irish nationalist feelings in
a British civil war context with
such disastrous racist results on
the British proletariat, corrupted
by Union Jack warmongering.

Revolutionary socialism in Ire-
land can continue its struggle as
it thinks fit (see Bulletin 318). But
the nationalist antagonism which
has so poisoned all politics in Br-
itain (as noted by Marx in his

he clearly has not got his under- observations about the corrupt-

standing completely around the
contradictory situation yet.
There is a formal concession
to'majority wishes' still. But the
real whole essence and thrust of
the London-Dublin treaty is to

ion of British workers by imper-
ialism "all the time that Ireland
is not free”,) will no longer be
so easily stoked up on such an

obvious stitch-up as the "British"
occupiedzone of Ireland.

nmove as rapidly as possible to an This gigantic retreat by British
all-Ireland administrative solut- imperialism, - (forced on it by

ion to partition {(and therefore,

the Sinn Fein/IRA national lib-

it is hoped, to the national liber- eration struggle in an epoch of

ation struggle) guaranteed by
Parliament and the Dail.
London's real dread is of too

growing difficulty for the inter-
national imperialist system as
a whole from increasing loss of

bloody a colonist backlash. Wh- political credibility as the world
ich is why all the most painstak- socialist revolution exposes and

ing and nervous emphasis has to batters down one corrupt capita-
be on the 'continuing pledge of list-dictatorship stronghold after
UK union for as long as the ma- another,) - has been entirely mi-
jority want it', and which is

allegedly "what we want too".

ssed by the 'left' swamp, covered
as it is by the defeatist muck of



its own anti-communist prejudi-
ces and pessimism.

The 'Next Step' RCP loonies
are the latest to clumsily stamp
all over the issue, oblitering any
glimmer of comprehension with
their ingrained idiocies about
"protestant' Ulster, deliberately
instilled by a century of British
imperialist divide-and-rule com-
munal sectarianism.

There is only Irish Ulster, six
of whose nine counties, -with

borders farcically gerrymandered
to enclose the best ratio of "pro-
testants" (i. e. British colonists)

to "catholics" {(i.e. Irish nationa-

{most of them) would have ign-
ored the call-to-arms and to
further sacrifice as not being
worth it.

But the fascist element is still
powerful among them, -and
must be faced down. They cert-
ainly are not yet ready to make
a socialist revolution. So the
Irish national liberation struggle
has historically become the first
main hammer of decaying Brit-
ish imperialism.

That is what revolutionary so-
cialists must support, critically
but unconditionally. It is corr-

51. December 11,1985
(Bulletin 321)

Sinn Fein have come far closer
than the Trots, naturally, to cor-
rectly analysing the crisis for
imperialism of the international
balance of class forces which
has finally forced London to re-
treat from colonial domination
of the accupied north of Ireland.

The middle -class anti-comm -
unist sectarians of the British
'left' (see last 3 Bulletins) can
never see further than their own
subjective misery, pessimistica -
1ly writing off one advance after

lists") were ripped out by British ect for Irishmen to fight for th- another against world imperial-

imperialism, - including by Ca-
tholic British imperialists, and
even including many Catholic
British colonists in the occupied
zone (just as there were many
Protestant Irish nationalists fight -
ing British imperialist rule for
hundreds of years).

The remaining die -hard British
colonists talk about going back
to Scotland now, - not because
they are progressive 'Irishmen"
who dislike the state religion of
the Irish Republic, - but because
they are British nationalists. So
let them leave.

Thus all Trot/RCP talk of "par-~
amilitary organisations which
have close links with working cl-
ass Protestants"” is such a mislead-
ing treacherous gift to imperial-
ism's divide-and-rule tactics
which have held onto an Irish
colony for the past 80 years bey-
ond any unchallengeable situation
of British imperialist rule.

This cowardly reactionary ignor -

ance of the Trots distorts even
basic facts, as when the RCP
assert that "there was mass su-
pport (in 1974) for the Ulster
Workers Council strike", This
is lying nonsense put out by the
corrupt capitalist press and mi-
ddle-class public opinion around
the rotten Labour Party to cover
up the Wilson government's
retreat from halting the armed
intimidation, which alone pre-
vented workers from ignoring
the reactionary strike call then,
The truth is that the imperial-
ist perks which have kept the
British colonist workers loyally
fighting for the Union Jack for
centuries are no longer worth it.
And as workers faced with the
slum ping -collapsing capitalist-
colonial system, many of them

eir independence however mist-
akenly sometimes they tactica-
1ly choose to do it.

The RCP conclusion:"The re-
ality of the Anglo-Irish agreem-
ent is that Thatcher has conced-
ed nothing of any substance to
the nationalists, North or South,
That is why the so-called Loyal-
ist backlash is no real threat to
Britain" could not be more wro-
ng on all counts.

The backlash may not get far
if British military resolve stands
firm,. But that mess is what That-
cher fears most in the peculiar
egotism of political face-saving
which so motivates bourgeois
politicians. To be seen too blu-
ntly to be tearing up the colon-
ists "guarantee' would look bad
after so many centuries of prom-
ises, and would demoralise the
troops (literal and figurative).
And too bloody a backlash might
crack Thatcher's resolve. It may
only not get that far because of
the rotten decayed condition of

British imperialism generally, pl-

us the firm healthiness of the re-
volutionary -socialist resolve in
some of the Adams-Morrison

Sinn Fein wing's better moments.

The firmness of the mass pro-
letarian nationalist movement
has transformed the whole rela-
tions in Ireland, and internatio-
nally to some extent.

Paisley remains a real threat
to a real retreat by Western im -
perialism. But these canditions
of triumphant worldwide nation-

al-liberation/socialist revolution

could finally render that threat
a damp, spent historical squib.

But no thanks to the insular,
bourgeois-propaganda-dominat-
ed British Trot confusion-mong-
ers like the RCP,

ism as a "defeat'.

But as a genuine revolutionary
movement, Ireland's national-
liberation struggle has inevitably
drawn ever-closer to a Leninist
scientific understanding of the
world socialist revolution and
the insoluble capitalist crisis, and
the effects of these plus their
own Sinn Fein/IRA development
on Western pdicy.

The ILWP Bulletin, however,
has discussed implications of

London's new moves which go
much further than even Republi-

can News has been ready to grasp,
RN!s latest comments make

much of a Tory establishment
study group report on 'Britain’s
undefended frontier:A policy for
Ulster' circulated in October
last year (1984).

But RN's conclusios that this
report (and the subsequent Trea-
ty) are solely designed "to stab-
ilise British rule in Ireland" is
not supported by the quotes they
offer, which reveal more die-
hard rightwing British confusion
than anything.

RN's analysis becomes even
more shaky in view of their cla-

im that the reactionary target of
the October study -re port was

actually "surpassed" by the
Treaty itself. So how come
that the report's principal au-
thors, -Tory hard-line MPs
John Biggs-Davison and Nich-
olas Budgen,-led the group of
twenty Tory MPs who joined
Paisley, Powell, & Co to vote
against the Treaty in the Co-
mmons on November 207

The key to the confusion ab-
out what is happening, -and
what is going to happen, -lies
in the response of the Paisley-
ites and the class/colonial po -~
sition they historically repres-

ent, -as the ILWP explained
from the beginning (see Bull-
etin 318).

RN themselves realise the ap-
parent contradiction of Paisley's
militant UDI-reaction against
a deal which the entire anti-
Leninist 'left' swamp claim is
"nothing but" a rotten sell -out
of the national-liberation stru-
ggle. Formally, of course, the
Treaty signed by the Dublin
Tories is an insult to Irish nat-
ionalism's legitimate aspirat-
ions, as the Bulletin explained
in detail. But behind the Tre-
aty, in the clauses giving Dub-
lin an official say in all matt-
ers affecting the occupied zone
for the first time in history, is
the unmistakable evidence of
the enormous retreat forced on
British colonialism by Washing-
ton and the rest of the West as_
a direct result of the world -
shattering triumphs of the Irish
national -liberation struggle, -
culminating in the colossal po-
litical victories of the hunger-
strikes, the electoral gains, and
the dramatic shift in mass rev-
olutionary consciousness, -a
threat to capitalism in the who-
le of Ireland, - which these bri-
lliant successes revealed.

So RN's attempts to explain
away the bilious Paisleyite res-
ponse to the Treaty are interest-
ing as far as they go, -but they
still do not go far enough,

Having made so much of the
Tory 'Undefended Frontier' rep-
ort at their press conference on
November 18 on the newly -
published Treaty, Sinn Fein gla-
ringly made little of one key
paragraph in that report (quoted
by RN):

¢ “The danger of a massive
Protestant rebellion, however,
does not at present seem great
and s not likely to become
so unless some action by the
British government is seen to
signify an intention to ab-
andon Ulster or actively to

promote the cause of a united
Ireland.” ?

Even allowing for the elapse
of 12 months from the report to
the Treaty, the warmongering
explosion by the Paisleyites sh-
ould have alerted everyone to
aspects of the Treaty which
were more than they seemed.
Certainly, the authors of the
report's recommendations, -

41
Biggs-Davison and Budgen, saw
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that the Treaty was not the

RN also comes clese to capt-

same thing at all, -and voted uring the colossal historical

against it,

RN's explanation for the ap-
parently contradictay Paisley -
ite behaviour concentrates on
the Treaty's affront to how the
rulers of "Ulster" are now ex-
pected to behave towards the

ruled:

4 Despite the statements of unionist
leaders, however, their confrontation
with Britain is not about any threat to
the union — indeed the union has been

strengthened by Dublin’s support for the

unionist veto — but about protecting
their supremacist position within the six
counties. They refused to accept that
their supremacy must be eroded, to some
extent, if middleclass Catholics are to
be ‘bought off’. British attempts at
normalising the situation in ‘their closest
colony, especially the Sunningdale agree-
ment in 1973, have always involved an
effort to shift some power from the
unionists to a docile and friendly Free
State government — bypassing the border
to strengthen the old colonial link — the
cornerstone of British policy in Ireland.
The question now posed is whether
unionists in 1985 have the stomach for
what may be a long and drawn-cut con-
frontation with London. The hitherto
shaky QUP-DUP unity has been cemen-
ted by the recent events, and public
criticism of the agreement from middle-
class Protestant elements such as the

Presbyterian clergy suggests a large de-

gree of unionist unity,

Nationalists might well settle down
in their armchairs to enjoy me fight,
but for the fact that in the North such
conflicts usually trigger spates of sec-
tarian assassinations of innocent Cath-
olics by the like of the UDA and UVF.
As for the British government, they seem
convinced that the unionist threat can be
successfully contained.

But RN itself comes close to
stressing the key international
aspect of the Treaty which en-
forces the changes which Pai-
sley correctly sees as the writ-

ing on the wall:

& Also ranged behind the agreement —
although more discreetly — are the Irish
Catholic hierarchy, the Federation of
Irish Societies in 8ritain, the British
churches, the inevitable Father Faul and,
of course, those whose public support the
agreement was also aimed at — the
American government and the EEC coun-
tries. By Monday, words of support
had arrived from Reagan and Tip O°
Neill in Washington, Helmut Kohl in
Germany, French president Francois Mit-
terand and a few others. For one of the
aims of the agreement, by no means the
least, was to refurbish Britain‘s image
tarnished by the hunger-strikes, years of
military occupation, and accusations of
imperialistic views over [reland,

Having made the Dublin government
an official accomplice of its actions in
the North, the British government can
now look forward to an easier time on
the propaganda front. ¢

RN also itself states {though
not stressing it sufficiently)
that the Green Tory timidity
and treachery has not really

altered what has in effect been necessarily have all that histo-

implications of the Treaty giv-
ing Dublin a say in the north
(occupied) zone in adding:

& If loyalists are rebelling ag-

ainst the deal, despite the
strongest possible guarantees
from Thatcher and FitzGerald
that the constitutional position
has not changed, this merely

shows their inability to recog-

nise that the days of their
blatantly triumphalist rule over
the nationalist community are
over. Britain has refined its
occupation of the six counties,
which
linquishing its control, as the
unionists allege.

But the "blatantly triumphal-

ist" aspect of British colonial-

ism is a much deeper issue than

just a question of style or show.
It is the historic economic/

political substance itself of Br-

itish imperialist supremacy, -

now irrevocably under perman-

ent threat of total decay & dis-
aster - in all spheres, - which
is precisely the matter shatter-

ing British bourgeois to the core.

It seems silly having to rem-
ind Sinn Fein that Paisley & Co

are not Irishmen but British co-

lonists, which must never be
forgotten.

And as good British imperial -
ists in the very front line (and
the very first front line) of de-

fending nearly 600 years of em-

erging, then maturing, then de -
caying British capitalist supre -
macy, - the British colonists in
Ireland sense the eclipse of the

entire historical role of the en-

tire British bourgeoisie more
keenly than anyone else.
'No Surrender' represents the

final triumph of the British cap-

italist state over its own over-

thrown feudal rival power, over

landed reaction throughout the

territories of Britain and Ireland,
and over rival capitalist intrig-
ues of all kinds,-even while it-
self being the product of comp-

romise,
The Paisleyite mobs do not

the reality of Dublin's submis- ry clear in their heads as they
sion to British imperialism sin- vomit up their benighted and

ce 1921:

outdated tribal chauvinism,But

¢Thus the de facto neither can British colonialist

recognition which existed in nationalism simply disappear, -
the past (as the report correct- or change its mind about its hi-
ly observed) has now been
strengthened to become a de

jure recognition of partition.?

storical role. Its history is its

role. Imperialism is the British

is a far cry from re-

bourgeoisie's only existence. For
300 years it has known nothing
else. And with the advent of
the epoch of the world socialist
revolution., there is no further
place in history for the British
bourgeoisie as a class. It is done
for. But its existence_as a class
is its only essential historical na-
ture. It cannot give it up, it can-
not cease to be what it is. It can
only fight,

The essence of British colonia-
lism in Rhodesia has gone down
fighting. Smithites can never
change. The essence of British
colonialism in Ireland will go
down fighting. Paisleyites can
never change.

Nor Biggs-Davisonites, Budgen-
ites, Powellites, Carsonites, Bonar
Lawites, etc, Thatcher represen-
ts British imperialism too, of
course. But much more does
her Poujadist- shopkeepers
mentality (shallow hysteria) des-
pairingly kid itself it is represen-
ting the last great hope of world
bourgeois interests before the
great Red flood sweeps everyth-
ing into oblivion.

Thatcher is acting as an agent
for US imperialist domination in
the matter of the new Treaty, -
just as Powell astutely explains
she is doing; but just as she dr-
eams she is doing (-howe\./e_r-
hamfistedly it is turning out) -in
laying British capitalism open to
crucifying market competitian

(from now-bigger and more effi-

cient imperialist powers) -"in the
best interests of the 'free' world
and 'free' market competition, -
and ultimately of the British peo-
ple themselves",

In these splits in the British es-
tablishment, there is no question
of any section of them abandon-
ing their imperialist/colonialist
stance, or changing their arrog-
ant, domineering national-chau-
vinism, It is just that in these
very splits, -which tell of deeper

decay and disintegration, -

some of their bitter, defiant
despair sees the writing on the
wall and says '"No further' soo -

ner than others .

Powell, for instance, has so
clearly seen and felt the
decline of British imperialism
for so long that he bitterly at-
tributes the 'last hope' for ca-
pitalism's survival (expressed
by other bourgeois in the dir-

ection of the EEC and the US-
NATO alliance) as being the
very cause for justified despair
about the West's future, Powell
sees Thatcherism in the same
degenerate & treacherous cat-
egory.

Paisley & Co do not really ob-
ject so much to collaborating
with the SDIP and Dublin Mu-
zorewas. It is the Mugabe/
ZANU proletarian dictatorship
which inevitably follows(soon
after such belated cosmetic
concessions) that British cdon-
ial power will die fighting ag-
ainst. For such popular rule
sooner or later must mean an
end to the colonists' sweet do-
mination and privileges.

Residual anti-communism &
anti-Leninism still prevents
Sinn Fein from yet reaching
quite the heights scaled by
ZANU's national liberation str-
uggle, even though it remains
the most outstanding political
movement in Western Europe.

But Leninist understanding
can only forge ahead in every
part of the capitalist world
from now on., The nationalist
triumph over British colonists
will quickly be established, -
and lead on directly to the str-
uggle for the socialist revolut-
ion in Ireland, ousting the
West's Green-Tory stooge rule
for good.

Spread the ILWP Bulletin,

52. March 5,1986
(Bulletin 332)

The British colonists occupy -
ing the north of Ireland have
performed exactly as the Bull -
etin explained that their histo -
rical class/ideological position
would force them to (in an an-
alysis of how the new treaty
would prove to be the thin end
of the wedge for Ireland's re-
unification (see Bulletins 318,
319,320, 321 last November on
the published text and the hop-
elessly muddled misreading of
it from the Trots to Sinn Fein).)

Ireland's national liberation
struggle has won a spectacular,
if indirect, victory over British
imperialism. And the final ve-
hicle for that victory will be
the very same bourgeois-colo-
nist intransigence so foully and
viciously used by Lmdm in the
past for continuing its colonial



military occupation and parti~
tion.

As explained,the deal forced
on London by outraged public
opinion throughout the Comm -
on Market and the USA over
the brutal imperialist repress-
ion by Britain's police-military
dictatorship, is for a phased
hand -over of government auth-
ority to a re-unified 32 -county
Irish Republic during the next
25 years or so, -the time it wo-
uld take for anti-Orange votes
to outgrow Orange-fascist votes
in the cccupied zone.

But equally obviously, Paisley
& Co would never agree to go-
ing quietly, however long drawn
out the reunification with Du-
blin, and however much their
class would be assured of a con-
tinuing share of power by the
Green Tory traitors in the south.

As discussed, the die was fin-
ally cast yesterday at the very
first serious political confront -
ation between London and the
colonists when Orange leaders'
half-heartedness and dither
about how far to avoid alienat-
ing British opinion and how far
to march towards UD]1 led to
the predictable ugly fascist
chaos.

This worst possible outcome
from the colonists' point of

view was also to some extent
inevitable, being a doomed sp-

ecies.

Molyneaux and Paisley might
have pulled back from a com-
plete break with London and
collective NATO opinion, -as
they tried to do after last
week's Downing Street talks.

On the other hand, the colon-
ist (mis-named 'Ulster Protest-
ant') community might have
seen the writing on the wall
for their nationalist-fascist asc-
endancy and staged a massive
united show of armed intransi-
gence, defying EEC and US pu-
blic opinion to themselves
come and do something about
the occupiers 'no surrender!'
stance (in circumstances where
London just might have been
able to get away with 'opting
out' from an 'impossible situ-
ation' just as London did (und-
er the cowardly Labour Party)
when Smith declared UDI in
Rhodesia, in 1967, another Brit -
ish colonist minority declaring

permanent 'no surrender' dom-
inance over an occupied land.)
But the colonists ended up tak-
ing no firm stand either way, -
neither a political climb-down
to make the best of their last
25 years promised ascendancy,
-nor an all -out military stand
defying the rest of the world to
take them on (not an easy or pl-
easant prospect). Time is rapidly
running out on both 'might have
beens', and chaos is now the big

threat to Orange domination,
All the colonial reactionaries

succeeded in doing in Ireland
yesterday, however, was tripp-
ing up over their own nastiness.
Worse still, the Unionist politi-
cal bosses compounded their
obvious creation of confusion
(instead of having given a clear
political lead) by then running
away from any frank discussion
of their weakness, cancelling
an intended press conference,
thus effectively leaving the
last word to the mindless fasc-
ism of the shadowy thug-gun-
men and arsonists whose sole
accomplishment is cowardly
sectarian terror.

Molyneaux has bottled out.
Even Paisley is wavering. If the
best that colonist UDI can do
for a leadership is Robinson,
McCusker, Tyrie and McMich-
ael, it seems certain that the
British capitalist establishment
will honour the London deal

and the secret pledge to Wash-
ington, and commit state forc -

es to curbing the Orange revolt.
This sudden paralysed uncert-
ainty by the colonist hierarchy
is not so strange. It exactly re -
flects their historical position
as an economic and political
colonial force which has out-
lived its time and has been

left high and dry by the twilight
of the imperialist epoch, just as
Ian Smith's UDI Rhodesia was,
and just as Botha's apartheid
South Africa is going to be.

It is this dither, plus lavish US
aid for the treaty process (the
first $250 million proposed yes-
terday to Congress by Reagan),
- all to the background of the
heroic national-liberation stru-
ggle by the Republican move-
ment and Sinn Fein, -which mi-
ght persuade the British military
and police hierarchy to go aga-
inst their grain and take on the
fascist-colonist revolt, -a task

the British officer caste mutinied
against in 1911-1912 backed by
the then Tory Opposition, sabot-
aging the Liberal Home Rule
Bill. A war against the entire

1. 2 million colonist community
might have brought the fascist
sympathies of the British army
and police hierarchy to breaking
point, on the other hand.

The half-cocked indisciplined
mess of the Monday night/ Tue -
sday morning disturbances, how~
ever, leading to embarrassed ap-
ologies or even hostility by la-
rge sections of the 'Ulster Prot-
estant' population, has probably
left the police/military hierar-
chy with little choice but to
Yenforce the law', - the new law
imposing the Anglo-Irish treaty.

Even if the colonist political
leaders do now crawl back off
their UD! limb, their authority
and historical mystique has been
fatally weakened and comprom-
ised by the indisciplined chaos,
and London will now want to
move all the more rapidly to
fuller and speedier implement-
ation of the very flexible arra -
ngements for involving Dublin
increasingly in control of affairs
in all 32 counties of Ireland, -
not least in order to cut the cr-
ippling subsidy costs of the in-
solvent colonised province and

its security nightmare as fast as
possible, -and hand the burden

on to Dublin, to US Congression~
al aid, and to anyone else who
wants to help sort out the sordid

the decisive growth of Sinn Fe -
in's appeal based on the IRA's
heroism, -will prove fatally in-
digestible to the outdated imp-
erialist-epoch essence of British
colonist mentality,

It is one thing for London to
have its arm twisted by Washin-
gton and the Common Market
into accepting a less blatant
Western imperialist domination
of Ireland via international ma-
rket-finance control of Dublin
{as of everywhere else outside
the socialist camp) rather than
direct British partition/colonis-
ation.

But it is another matter entire-
ly for the 400-years-entrenched
British colonial community to
accept this. Their whole culture
and philosophy is that of direct
'no surrender' armed domination
of the land and the Irish nation-
alist people.

Like the Rhodesia colonists, and
like the whites in South Africa
now, their historically-determin-
ed class being refuses to accept
any other way of doing things.
"We built this land. It is_ours, "is
their only understanding, no mat-
ter how moth-eaten, impoverish-
ed, and futureless such a stance is.

In resisting the Treaty's provis-
ion of feeble 'consultation' rights
for Dublin, the British colonist die
-hards will blunder their way into
all-out bleody conflict with Lon-
don, ~and the rest of the West, -
thereby greatly speeding up Lon-
don's wish to hand over to Dublin

mess that dying British imperial-_all responsibility for the whole

ism's divide-and-rule rotten tr-
aditions are leaving behind in
the occupied portions of Ulster.

53. April 2,1986
(Bulletin 336)

The bloody clashes in occup-
ied Ireland between Orange re -
action and London's police~
military dictatorship are further
proof that Thatcher's treaty, fo-
rced out of Britain by the Irish
national -liberation struggle and
worldwide sympathy with it,
will be the thin end of the we -
dge for ending partition. (See
ILWP Books vol 8).

As the Bulletin explained in
November when the Treaty was
published, its feeble concessions
to some Dublin consultation in
how the colony is administered,
-a stunt to try to undermine

embarrassing mess of the occupied
zone as soon as possible, -letting
Washington and the EEC pay some
of the colossal bills,

The degenerate fascist mental-
ity inevitable in all actively co-
lonist communities (the occupied

zone is still ruthlessly gerry -

mandered through racial discr-
imination against the Irish by
employers and 'unions' alike)
seems bound to predominate
over the less materially -based
and belated 'reasonableness' of
some Orange politicians to at
last discuss some 'power-shar-
ing', now that they dimly per-
ceive the writing on the wall.
The capitalist-colonialist co -
mmunit y in British-occupied

Ireland are not, therefore, more

backward than Thatcher & Co, 43

or much different from any oth-
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er ruling class at any other pl-
ace or time throughout the en-
tire history of the capitalist/
imperialist system. Their doom-
ed stubbornness merely shows
up in advance, -as with Rhode -
sia, South Africa, Tsarist Russia,
Marcos, etc, --because the con-
ditions for their overthrow, --
terrifying and paralysing to
them, --have ripened in adva-
nce of those for Thatcher & Co,
(though not by much).

Sadly, Sinn Fein's analysis of
this tremendous defeat that th-
eir own national -liberation str-
uggle is about to inflict upon
imperialism,-has been infected
by the defeatism of the anti-
Leninist 'left' swamp in Britain,
whose narrow-minded petty-~
bourgeois 'shopkeeper’ mental-
ity makes it impossible for them
to see more than one side of a
question at a time, contemptu-
ously ignoring Marxism -Lenin-
ism's scientific theory of ex-
amining all social conflict in
the light of how all classes are
affected and react.

The Workers Press remnant of
the collapsed WRP sect of mor-
ibund Trotskyism has just 'cle-
aned up' its filthy Healyite re -
cord of cowardly opportunism
by now only half-heartedly de-
nouncing IRA 'terror’ (instead
of wholeheartedly, as before), -
seeing significance only in Tr-
otsky’s discredited scholastics,

but noting nothing else around
them,

First they record that the Tre-

aty has changed little of the
Orange thuggery/British 'judic -
iary' double-act which fraudu-
lently holds down occupied Ir~
eland under the guise of 'just-
ice' and 'democracy’. Sarcast -
ically, they report that "Loyal -~
ist terror leaves state forces
'powerless'"', with the brutal
RUC "apparently unable to
meet appeals for help from th-
ose who objected to being for-
ced" by road-blocks to go on
strike, and with the "even
more interesting very low-pro -
file approach of the British
army.In spite of bands of mas-
ked and armed men patrolling
the streets, the army was nowh-
ere to be seen.....in spite of
the much vaunted Anglo-Irish
accord, there was an unspoken
agreement between the army

top brass and the Tay govern-
ment to let the Loyalists 'take
over!, "

This prejudiced refusal to see
the retreat imposed on London
by the national-liberation stru-
ggle was then explained subse -
quently in the WRP's 8th Cong-
ress resolution which makes a
hopelessly mealy -mouthed
mess of trying to apologise for
the WRP's cowardly opportunist
treachery to Ireland's national-
liberation struggle during Hea -
ly's tyranny,

These 'born again' Trot mor-
alising charlatans begin sneak-
ily with:"We unhesitatingly re-
nounce all public or editorial
statements which have carried

any trace of social-chauvinist
arrogance. In particular we re-
nounce the 'News Line' editorial
of October 13,1984 ,which attack-
ed the IRA bombing of Tory le-
aders at Brighton as a *stupid
outrage' and blamed the IRA
for 'creating the conditions for
Thatcher to escalate the police-
military dictatorship over the
working class'."

But their new -found 'principl-
ed support' for the armed stru-
ggle quickly turns out to be the
same hypocritical cant as in th-
eir days of pimping for Healy.
"Our attitude to such acts of in-
dividual terrorism (Brighton),
however, is the same as Trotsky's:
while we have every sympathy
for the valiant individuals invo-
lved, we consider this method
inexpedient in the tasks of the
liberating struggle of the prolet-
ariat as well as oppressed natio-
nalities. ... .the struggle against
the British state is furthered nei-
ther by the bombing of civilians
nor the futility of hunger strikes",

Just as they found it 'inexpedi-
ent' to even say boo to Healy's
degenerate tyranny for 40 years,
this paralysed sectarian timidity
is incapable of even seeing the
hugely obvious, such as the shat-
tering political humiliation for
the West of the triumphant hu-
nger-strike sacrifice by Bobby
Sands and his heroic comrades,
the one great symbolic blow to
assert Ireland's national deter-
mina tion which finally helped
force Washington & NATO to
tell Thatcher to find a solution,

-to end the embarrassing nati -
onal-liberatim struggle right in
the heart of the 'free! West.

Confirming their middle-class
anti-Marxist philistinism to the
hilt, the WRP remnants then
pile up confusion upon confus-
ion by falling for British impe -
rialism's oldest propaganda trap
by referring to the conflict bet-
ween British colmialism and
Irish nationalism as "divisions

between Protestant and Cathdic
workers". In Ireland, there are

either Irish workers or else Brit-
ish imperialist fascist-colonial
dupes, nothing else.

But ever more ignorantly, the
WRP stumbles on from one anti-
scientific pitfall to the next,
even describing British colonial
exploitation of the occupied
zone as the "northern Irish ec-
onomy, the material basis for
loyalism among Protestant wo -
rkers" as though '"Northern Ire-
land' (an imperialist invention
by rampant British colonialism
64 years ago as a treacherous
fascist stunt) really existed as
a country.

British imperialism's Orange
colonial stooges in the occup-
ied north get further support
from the SWP wing of middle-
class Trotskyite opportunism
in the latest 'Socialist Worker'
conclusion that: "nationalism
and republicanism can in the
end offer no solution" because
such "sectarian violence" refl-
ects "the impossibility of ref-
orming the Northern Irish state
...A few hundred IRA volunt-
eers'" cannot win.

But precisely because Sinn
Fein and the IRA refused to ac-
cept the bogus "Northern Ire-
land" as reality, their national-
liberation struggle precisely
has won, - as far as the present
campaign towards reunification
goes. London is being forced
out of its colonial guardianship.
Ask Paisley.

Sadly, Sinn Fein itself, -raised
on 'left' swamp anti-commun-
ism like everyone else in the
West, --has failed to pursue a
persistent Leninist re -education
in order to replace one-sided
single -issue 'logic' with scien-
tific dialectics.

Gerry Adams himself decla-
res (in a November 15,1985,
speech reproduced in 'Ireland’s
War' No 16)):"The reaction of
outrage fram loyalists is as pr-
edictable as it is stupid given
Thatcher's assurances and Fitz-

gerald's agreement that their
veto over Irish re -unification
remains and is to be copper-
fastened in a 'Treaty' at the
United Nations. "

But it is obvious that however
*stupid’ the British colonist re -
action to the insult of Dublin's
consultation rights in the north,
that reaction is becoming a
dominant political factor with
enormous consequences which
will alter the whole outcome
of the national liberation stru-
ggle, -however 'predictable’

(i. e. insignificant?) it is clai-
med they were originally.

"Thatcher's cast-iron guaran-
tees to loyalists show that Fitz-
gerald has capitulated" Adams
added. But it is the other way
about completely. It is British
imperialism which has finally
capitulated to Irish nationalism
and reunification, -thanks to
Adams's own tremendous polit-
ical achievements,

FitzGerald, nor any other Gr-
een Tory, could not capitulate
any further than Fine Gael and
later Fianna Fail eventually did
in the 1920s and 1930s, It is only
possible to agree to coexist
with British colonial dominat-
ion of the occupied north of
Ireland once, and that had al-
ready been done long ago by
the bourgeois political circus
in the south (and north, around
SDLP).

Far from the "formal recogn-
ition of the partition of Ireland
being a disaster for the nation-
alist cause", the de facto recog-
nition was already that, Playing
opportunist treaty diplomacy
with Thatcher doesn't alter the
already existing reality of sou-
thern bourgeois capitulation. If
the de facto recognition never
stopped the heroic national-
liberation struggle from being
rekindled in the occupied zone,
formal recognition by all the
Dublin opportunists can make
no difference at all.

Equally, claiming that "Today's
agreement amounts to the total
abandonment of SDLP,Fine Gael
and Fianna Fail assurances that
they would nct accept any int-
ernal six county arrangements"
amounts to crying 'wolf' long
after the livestock had been
well digested, For more than
60 years, the opportunists had



already in practice agreed to
class-collaboration with the
'internal six county arrange-
ment?,

Worst of all, Adams adds to
Foreign Office propaganda-de-
partment confusion by talking
of the "loyalists coming to
terms with the rest of the Irish
people".

As Paisley makes clear, the
essence of his fascist class po-
litics is summed up in his ins-
istence that he is 'British' and
will remain so. Certainly the
colonists can agree to become
honorary Irishmen, but in that
case they would have no more
objections to Ireland's united
independence, -no more than
such famed 'Protestants' as
Wolf Tone, Robert Emmett,
Charles Parnell, etc, who, of
course, regarded themselves as
Irishmen, the key question. It
does not help clarity to accept
the British colonist Paisley's
own arrogant-fascist boast as
being "as Irish as anybody.We
built this land, it is our country,"

This is outdated imperialism
of a vanished epoch. It is in no
way compatible with the legi-

timate aspirations of "the rest
of the Irish people", and it is
down for defeat,and with it a
defeat also for another large
part of Western imperialist ar-
rogance, & anti-communism.

With the struggle against the
effects of collapsing imperial-
ist crisis having taken the
form in Ireland of a national-
liberation struggle at this stage,
- a completion of that nation-
al-liberation struggle will be
a brilliant achievement on the
way to a revolutionary social-
ist solution to the continuing
impossible economic problems
of the whole of Ireland, -the
only final guarantee of fulfill-
ing Ireland’s legitimate natio-
nal aspirations.

Crucial will be the develop-
ment of a political movement
based exclusively on scientific
Leninism, -the deliberate bui-
1ding and training of a "party
of a new type" as the Bolshev -
iks became. Mere gestures to-
wards Leninism and commun-
ism will not be sufficient in
such a complex, sophisticated
and cynical Western society as
Ireland.

54. April 9,1986
(Bulletin 337)

If Thatcher sticks to her 'con-
sultation' treaty with Dublin
as the NATO and EEC powers
have wged on her, then the
fascist-military revolt threat-
ened by Robinson, Paisley, &
Powell is doomed.

All -out British military and
RUC confrontation of Ulster
colonist intransigence will tr-
ansform the theoretically im-
potent 'conference' arrange-
ments from just a talking shop
into a rapidly-expanding thin
end of the wedge for fullscale
Irish reunification, as analysed
in the Bulletin when the Trea-
ty was first published in Nov-
ember.

In violently rejecting the sh-
owy but insubstantial London-
Dublin ploy for cutting the gr-
ound from under Sinn Fein's
feet, the colonial diehards will
turn it into its opposite. They'll
ensure that Sinn Fein's pressure
on Thatcher (via the national
liberation struggle's tremend-
ous propaganda impact on the
rest of the West) is in fact cro-
wned with sudden and spectac -
ular reunification triumph at
least 40 years before it could
have become inevitable throu-
gh demographic growth of the
nationalist minority in the oc-
cupied zone.

Powell came dramatically
close to speeding up London's
withdrawal symptoms drastic-
ally when he belligerently told
BBC's Newsnight yesterday that
'democratic' resistance to wr-
ong government decisions could
justify a revolt against the Bri-
tish state machinery.

Senior Tory MP Bill Benyon
voiced certain strands of British
bourgeois opinion when he ref-
erred to the colonist attacks on
the RUC as forcing reconsider-
ation of whether "the expendit-
ure of lives and money in keep-
ing Ulster within the UK" was
justified.

The open conflict between
different wings of bourgeois re -
action has brought the BBC fas-
cists into their element tempo -
rarily, -biasedly egging on the
reactionary camp as blatantly
as they dare risk.

The British imperialist stooge
Lord Gerry Fitt was allowed
10 minutes uninterrupted pro-

paganda on today's BRC Radio
4 breakfast time peak listen-
ing hour to deliver hypocritic-
al special pleading for his Or-
ange -bourgeois peers, urging
Thatcher to abandon the Tre-
aty in arder not to put the col-
onist fascists under "such pain-
ful pressure".

This humbug justifying the
nazi revolt on the streets of the
occupied zone by its longtime
British colonist masters, refus-
ing to end their dominatim,
is repayment by Fitt, an *Irish’
colonised subject of Orange
capitalist domination, -for the
British master-race having giv-
en him a plush luxury pension
for life in the House of Lords.

It is a common, if disgusting,
phenomenon of all history of
colonialism and slavery that
the colonised slaves are so used
to being servile that they are
more hostile to ending the do-
mination than the colonisers
themselves.

Similarly there are millions
of blacks depravedly serving
Botha's white fascist apartheid
in South Africa today, acting as
soldiers, policemen, etc, to kill
their fellow blacks who 'dare
to revolt' against white domin-
ation. Other black Uncle Toms,
like Fitt, become 'respectable’
political spokesmen for the bl-
acks, admitted as such into le-
ading white circles, like the tr-
eacherous Zulu chief Gatsha
Buthelezi, or like the would-be
traitor Archbishop Muzorewa in
Rhodesia previously, helping
the fascist Smithites to prevent
black majority rule.

The BBC's nauseating promot-
ion of Fitt's disgusting treach-
ery to the Irish people is an in-
teresting aspect of reactionary
bourgeois behaviour when the
decadent British imperialist st -
ate is in paralysed crisis.

The hidden BBC fascists think
they might stand a chance of
bouncing uncertain ruling class
opinion away from the Reagan-
Thatcher line of accepting the
victory of the national liberat -
ion struggle in Ireland and acc-
eding to reunification (as a way
of undermining Sinn Fein's rev.
olutionary appeal) by the slow
*consultation' process awaiting
a nationalist voting majority
in the occupied north in about

40 years time to end the partit-
ion 'painlessly' and without
too much violent bloodshed ag-
ainst them for having "betrayed
the pledge to the union with
Britain',

The fascist wing of crumbling
British bourgeois opinion hopes
that Thatcher might now be a
spent force in establishment
Tory circles, that the vast maj-
ority of ruling class opinim mi-
ght not care too much about
any solutim in Ireland, and mi-~
ght just prefer a quieter life on
the issue, -however it is achie -
ved, - - and that an anti-That-
cher revolt in Parliament and
public opinion in Britain gen-
erally might be organised aro-
und Enoch Powell, the resigned
minister Ian Gow, the pro-Oran-
ge Tory gang around Biggs-
Davison, etc, and around prom -
inent fascist opinion-formers in
Fleet Street and the BBC.

Even the Archbishop of Cant -~
erbury has been recruited to
plead for 'understanding' of the
‘poor! Orangemen who have
been made 'so unhappy' by the
Treaty that they feel 'forced to
behave badly about it'.

This was Fitt and Powell's line
lovingly allowed to run unchall-
enged by the mixture of fascist
reaction and dimwitted paralysis
at the BBC.

The Guardian was so alarmed
that Powell was being allowed
to get away with murder in his
unchallenged radio and TV int-
erviews that it wrote a specially
pained editorial on the subject, -
as usual missing the main point
by a mile in order to avoid hav-
ing to get off the fence itself.

The issue posed by Powell's
challenge to the bogus 'rule of
law' of Parliament is not one of
Powell's allegedly phony use of
the alleged 'inevitability' of
Orange fascist reaction. That is
not necessarily a false philoso -
phical concept.

Powell is wrong because the
*inevitable' Orange violence
is reactionary and doomed to
the rubbish heap of history.

The BBC should have challen-
ged Powell for his ludicrous hy-
pocrisy in demanding for years
that all IRA violent resistance
to British military dictatorship

be declared "illegal" and "cri-
minal" and be crushed with

the utmost vigour of the law"



but UVF violent resistance to
imposition by London was me -~
rely "understandable' and its
'technical' illegality was much
less important than the Orange
men's "right" to resist "wrong
law".

Powell's philosophical argu-
ment that only Thatcher's stu-
bbornness in imposing wrong
politics was really ‘criminal’ -
and 'responsible’ for the UVF
fascist violence,-was tantamo-
unt to open encouragement of
escalating attacks on the RUC
and escalating law-breaking
generally on the grounds that
all of that reaction was merely
"inevitable" and "understand -
able".

The Guardian fence-sitters
not only got it wrong about
Powell's use of this concept;
they also get it wrong is sugg-
esting the UVF could in fact
behave differently, if Powell
would only give them a peace-
ful lead.

This is confused nonsense.
Fascist reaction will have its
brief day in the occupied zone
after nearly 400 years of jing-
oistic colonist drum-beating to
assert their dominance over
the natives.Fascist counter-
revolution was inevitable what-
ever lead Powell, Paisley, or
Molyneaux gave. They will si-
mply be eclipsed by Robinson
or Wright or Barr or some other
die-hard if they don't go along
with the revolt.

The inevitability of the Oran-
ge fascist reaction is a key el-
ement in the ILWP's material
understanding of the balance of
class forces over the collapse
of colonialism in the occupied
north of Ireland, forced out by
the heroic Sinn Fein/IRA nati-
onal liberation struggle.

The 'left' swamp in Britain
continues to philistinely turn
its back on Marxist-Leninist sc-
ience (which is impossible un-
less the effects on all classes
of material development are
considered, and also the subse -
quent counter-effects from all
classes) The role of the comm-
unist proletarian vanguard is
finally the decisive one.But
only if its leadership party can
correctly analyse the balance
of class forces making correct

6 programme, strategy, and tact-

ics possible.

Yet still the SWP insists as
late as their April 5§ issue that
as far as anyone suggesting
“that the new Anglo-Irish ag-
reement guarantees change, -
nothing could be further from
the truth".

If these morons cannot see
the Communist Manifesto han-
ded over by Thatcher as the
new law for the occupied zone
of Ireland, then they will ted-
iously insist that '"nothing has
changed".

The entire swamp is correct
to grasp the obvious, - that the
Reagan-Thatcher 'discussion
treaty' initiative is designed
to cut the ground from under
Sinn Fein's feet.

But since their criminal ign-
orance of Marxism ~Leninism
fails to grasp that a national-
liberation struggle can be a
revolutionary struggle, then
their sectarian treachery tow-
ards that struggle in Ireland
prejudices them to conviction
that nothing but their own id-
iot academic Trotskyism can
ever bring real change anywh-
ere, including Ireland.

So despite all the evidence
that Thatcher has been blown
off course by the worldwide im-
pact of the national-liberation
struggle, and has been forced
to clip Orange fascist wings in
order to try to rescue Dublin's
decrepit 'republican' reputat-
ion as a counter to Sinn Fein's
revolutionary appeal,the SWP
ivory -tower reactionaries still
insist "sectarian processions,
aimed at intimidating Cathol=~
ics, continued unhindered'.

This is simply not true. The
British imperialist state forces
are being asked to impose the
'consultation conference' pro-
visions against the fierce fasc-
ist revolt by the Orange die-
hards. That changed relation-
ship was bound to mean a chan-
ged relationship on sectarian
marches too.

So far out of touch with real-
ity is this April 5 SWP nonsense
that far fran there being any
further doubts about the hope-
less split in British imperialist
ranks, the question is already
uppermost about whether Robin-
son will lead a real fascist mo-

vement openly, -against Paisley's

more timid (!) hesitancy, -and
which way Powell in the wings
will jump. These are major ch-

anges in the balance of class
forces,

A Leninist analysis indicates
that if Reagan does not retreat
from accepting a limited nat-
ional-liberation struggle vict-
ory, -to get the Irish embarra-
ssment off the Western agenda;
and does not decide to recruit
the Orange fascist die-hards
for his growing army of react-
ionary last-ditch stands in Ni-
caragua, Angola, Afghanistan,
etc, for promoting US -backed
counter-revolution, --then the
'consultation' deal will go thr-
ough, and its leisurely reunific -
ation provisions will be drama-
tically speeded up by London
intolerance at the Orange fasc-
ist reaction. The whole Ireland
mess will be handed over solely
to Dublin responsibility at Th-
atcher's earliest opportunity.

55. April 23,1986
(Bulletin 339)

While permanently meriting
unconditional support for its
liberation struggle, Sinn Fein has
to be criticised for its political
confusion,

Disorientation over the London-
Dublin Treaty,-(failing to grasp
the extent and nature of British
imperialism's retreat towards re -
unification, farced on it by NATO
pressure because of the uncomf-
ortable (for the West) triumph of
the IRA/Sinn Fein military and

political revolution, --see prev-
ious Bulletins), -is now praduc-

ing ludicrous contradictions.

The Easter Rising annivers-
ary speech in Dublin by Simn
Fein organiser Pat Doherty tr-
ied justifying the opportunist
nonsense of sending genuine
condolences to the fascist hoo-
dlums of the British colonist
community who have been
hit by plastic bullets during
the UVF/UDA's new terror ca-
mpaign against the RUC to try
to get the Treaty withdrawn.

Calling the fascist clashes
with the RUC a 'provocation'
against the 'loyalists', Doherty
laughably insists: "There is not
enough real substance within
the 'agreement' to justify the
provocation of loyalists. "

Immediately switching his

class-collaborating political
sympathies from the colonist
fascists to the equally obnoxi-
ous British imperialist state,
Doherty then adds: "They (the
'Loyalists') should be confronted
on a real issue, the issue of the
loyalist veto,rather than on a
treaty which actually reinfor- .
ces that veto, "

Finally, Doherty straddles
halfway between seeing things
from a fascist colonist ora Br-
itish state imperialist point of
view:"lf the loyalists were be -
ing confronted on all or any of
these issues,then whatever ar-
ises from this confrmtation wo -
uld at least be justifiable, "

Revolutionary philosophy can
only begin to be developed
once it is grasped that nothing
is for consideration as 'justifi-
able' or, equally, as 'non-justif-
iable' as far as the imperialist
bourgeoisie is concerned. Marx-
ism can only start from the to -
tal conviction that the bourge -
ois period of history has run its
course and that henceforth, only
the bourgeoisie's overthrow is
alone a scientific attitude to
have towards all of reality,

Even more so concerning the
fascist aggressive right wing of

the decadent bourgeoisie, the
only interest is for their earliest
possible political destruction,
by whatever means, -never co -
mmitting the fundamental con-
fusion of calling upon the cap-
italist state to deal with fasc-
ism (thereby creating illusions
in bourgeois 'justice', or 'law &
order', etc), but also not making
the ridiculous error of decrying
conflict between fascists and
their bourgeois state as an illu-
sory opportunist way of trying
to expose that hated dictatorial
power,

Revolutionaries may choose
to oppose a fascist putch aimed
at toppling capitalist state est-
ablishment, But never on the
fraudulent opportunist basis of
'supporting democracy as oppo-
sed to fascism®, but only on the
basis of wanting to wipe out the
more aggressive blatant threat
to socialism, and only incident-
ally being in 'support' of the
bourgeois state as the rope 'su-
pports' the hanged man, -~wait -
ing the opportunity to bring it
down just the same---but in
the name of socialist revolution.



The confrontation between
the RUC and the fascist colon-
ists is to be taken advantage of,
not taken sides in, ~just in the
same way that inter-imperialist
war gave the Bolsheviks the op-
portunity to call (alone) for the
defeat of their own government,
-but without, obviously, being in
any way for the victory of Ger-
man imperialism, no better than

Tsarist imperialism,

The declaration that "there is
not enough real substance'in the
treaty to 'justify' the RUC/UVF

conflict is even more woodenly
sectarian and petty-bourgeois

subjective idealist.

The decisive reality is that the
bitter fascist-imperialist confr-
ontation is taking place (and

should immediately

and their conceited

with good reason, -see Bulletin
analysis last November of the
Treaty's first publication), and

advantage of for the national-
liberation struggle, - not waste
time with lunatic mystical pra-
yers that the conflict 'should not
really be taking place'.

Sinn Fein's ideological bog-up
springs from the rotten 'leftist’
traditions in British politics of
philistine hostility to theory, in-
carnated by the entire modern
spectrum of Eurocommunist and
Trotskyite groupings.

Their petty-bourgeois hatred of
the dictatarship of the proletariat

ignorance of even the ABC of
Leninism has washed off in Sinn

be taken

opportunist

Fein's modern political origins.
Republican News still insists

on describing the population of
the occupied zone of Ireland as
either Catholic or Protestant (or
Loyalist) instead of Irish nation-
alist or British colonist, -thus
surrendering without a fight to

a crucial imperialist propagan-
da weapon, undermining a vital
emancipation weapon, and hel-
ping to confuse generations of
workers in Britain. All of the
Trots and Euros embellish this
with 'clever' posturing demand-
ing unity between 'Catholic wo-
rkers' and 'Protestant workers?,
~which perpetuates the confusion
and makes it worse with the

that fascist British colonists and

doch?

revolutionary Irish nationalists
can as 'workers' ignore their dif-
ferences.Such muddle-head Tr-
otskyism could end up sympath-
ising with the National Front
(the allies of the 'Protestant loy-
alist workers') since both hate
Thatcher, US imperialism, and
the Soviet Union. Such is the
bankruptcy of anti-Leninism.
Sinn Fein has also joined the
Trot/Euro swamp in trying to
prop up the discredited TUC bu-
reaucracy's pathetic stunt of a
boycott of Murdech papers in a
pretence of 'leftism', But why
only now? And why stop at Mur-

Any waker falling for

these opportunist frauds wants

nonstrous workerist nonsense

his head examining.

56. August 27,1986
(Bulletin 357)

Strange case
of the deg
that didn’t bark

The famous Sherlock
Holmes mystery could
never have matched the
criminal silence of
Kinnock & Co over the
Stalker scandal.

There could never
have been a more blat-
ant fit-up in the wh-
ole history of the Br—
itish capitalist state.

For doing absolutely
nothing in terms of
'normal' senior police
behaviour, Manchester!s
deputy chief constable
has had his reputation
destroyed by a most
cynical establishment
tdirty tricks! campa-
ign.

Stalker has been hu-
miliated by a bogus
'inquiry' in order to
rubbish his nearly-
complete report into
the notorious British
state/RUC death squad
activities against the
Irish national Liber-
ation struggle.

But throughout these
farcical 'investigat-
ions' into Stalker do-
ing no more tnan be
driven around Manches-
ter to hobnob with the
local bourgeoisie (as
his boss Anderton does
and as all police ch~
iefs do all the time),
including meetings
with the same Tory
Party chairman Kevin
Taylor who has been
Anderton's dinner gu-
est at police headqu-

arters,etc,——the Lab~-
our Party has kept a
straight face,preten-
ding that such 'inve-
stigation' is normal.

The pillorying of
Stalker, however,is in
fact the most abnormal
event in the entire
history of the British
police state.

Never has such a
high-ranking officer
been held up to such
ridicule even on very
serious charges of cr-
iminal and even murder
ous corruption of whi-—
ch there has been end-
less incidence since
policing (official pro-
tection racketeering)
began.

Deliberately choos-
ing only the most jux-
taposed occurence of
routine police villai-
ny proves the point
amply.

On the very same day
of Stalker's 'acquitt-
al' (by the comatose
Manchester Labourites)
appeared the story in
that morning's papers
of the London police
officer (whose special-
ity is forcing immigr-
ant women to have sex
with him under threat
of bogus 'passport ir-
regularity' investiga-
tion),-allowed to cont-
inue unchallenged on
his police 'duties' by
the DPP(Department of
Public Prosecutions)in
their familiar stance
of 'not sufficient ev-
idence for prosecution’.

Why no huge public
song-and-dance ,—submi~
tted to local author-
ity councillors, —in
that copper's case?

Despite the appall-

ing criminal gravity
of the charges,-fully
detailed with corrob-
orative evidence by
witnesses,~the London
police rapist is not
challenging the Briti-
sh capitalist state as
Stalker is,~but merely
kicking the most def-
enceless people around
—-which, after all, is
what the filth are
paid to do.

But Stalker,-for do-
ing no more than att-
end a local rugby club
dinner with the chair-
man of the local Tory
Party (among other bo-
urgeois scum present)
——gcum that his own
boss Anderton(who set
the dogs onto Stalker)
is completely familiar
with,-—and an activity
for which senior poli-
ce officers after 30
years or so of such
'duties' would norm-
ally be expecting an
MBE or something,~——
is fitted up with the
biggest high-ranking
hoax purge in the ent-
ire police history.

The oddest thing of
all is that Stalker is
apparently close to
being that rare breed
of 'honest' cop whose
notions of justice
have not been complet-
ely poisoned by the
counter-revolutionary
anti-communist dictat-
es imposed on the pol-
ice from the beginning
by the capitalist rul-
ing class.

Even more paradoxic-—
ally, he was framed for
doing the very thing
he normally gets paid
for,—being political.

nic minorities and
witch-hunting 'red ag-
itatorst,etc, in line
with the normal preju-
dices of political pol-
icing in the West,it
was Manchester's turn
to'inquire into alleg—
ations' about the lat-
est police brutality
scandal ,~-this time ov-
er the RUC's death squ-
ads in the occupied
north of Ireland,-—and
Stalker got the job.
And where a routine
'not sufficient evid-
ence for prosecution!
report was expected at
the DPP,Stalker balked
at the rotten atrocity
committed knowingly by
an MIS5/SAS/RUC hit sq-
uad against 17-year-
old Michael Tighe on
his farm near Lurgan
in 1982,laying in wait
for hours for him to
come to a barn and
play with an old WWI

rifle,as was his wont,
which had no ammunit-
ion and not even a

firing pin & bolt,wi-
thout which it is just
a toy, —as the British
authorities well knew.

Particularly obnox-
ious for Stalker was
that for some weird
reason or other,the
colonial authorities
tape-recorded the ent-
ire cold-blooded mur—
der operation,-for
some 'educational! pur-—
pose or other.

Stalker said that
this was going too far
and insisted that some
token heads should
roll,-the way such sc-
andals are sometimes
disposed of,-for this
particular incident,-

But instead of stick-even if he may,appar-

ing to harassing eth-

ently, have been will-

ing to turn a blind
eye to several other
murders carried out in
the same way by the
MI5/SAS/RUC death squ-
ads.

Sections of the Bri-
tish imperialist est~
ablishment took fright
at this proposal thou-
gh it is not clear wh-
ich or if all did.

Whitehall had a mot-
ive in not wanting the
RUC to be too comprom-
ised in view of the
painful job it was be-
ing asked to do in
firmly policing the
Paisley-fascist objec-
tions to the Anglo-
Irish Treaty (imposed
by Washington to woo
Dublin into NATO on
the longterm promise
of eventual Irish re-
unification. See past
Bulletins).

The RUC hierarchy
itself had a motive in
not wishing to sustain
any individual casual-
ties in view of the
prospective forthcom-
ing Dublin-NATO gravy
train.

The true-Brit colon-
ists themselves(Pais-
ley, Molyneaux,& Co)
had a motive in their
crazed fraud of resis-
ting the Treaty as'the
most wronged yet the
most righteous people
on earth, -God's chosen
people of British Uls-
ter!'. Reports proving
dirty death squad acts
are hardly the holiest
of scriptures.

However it came ab-
out, Stalker was asked
to tone down his all-
egations.Astonishingly
he refused. Subtle hi-
nts & pressure were
put on him, such as re-
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fusing him interviews,
denying him forensic
evidence,destroying
the tell-tale tape-
recording of the Tighe
incident, blatantly de-
laying consideration
of his interim reports
etc,and commencing the
slanderous whispering
campaign against Stal-
ker on his own Manch~-
ester patchjetc. Even
bogus IRA death threa—~
ts were manufactured
against Stalker,-there-
-~by obliging him to
rely more than ever on
police-chauffeured tr-
ansport to avoid risks
~-the very thing his
in-the-know superiors
later decided to 'in-
vestigate! him for,——
for 'excessive! use of
police transport.
Remarkably,Stalker
still refused to take
the hint and back down.
Ultimately,suspens-
ion and an official
inquiry were slapped
on Stalker,—virtual
death to his future
police career,-~and ce-~
rtain death to his RUC
investigations, now ta-
ken out of his control,
But while this was a
devastating blow aga-
inst Stalker,it was a
desperate stunt by th-
ose establishment sec-
tions responsible.
Despite the idiot
Sampson doing his plo-
dding best to bury the
death-squad affair and
pretend that Stalker's
rugby watching is the
real scandal facing
Britain, disturbed qu-
estions are being ask-
ed by some elements of
public opinion gener-
ally, - including the
bourgeoisie itself.
But not, of course,by

the stinking servile
Labour Party.

They swallowed whole
Sampson's wretched
bait,—-the pretence
that there was anyth-
ing to inquire into at
all about Stalker's
behaviour,—-at any time,
but most peculiarly
into the Manchester
police chief's friend-
ships going back sev—
eral years at a time
vhen he had in that
period twice been po-
sitively vetted for
promotion and then se—
lected for the import-
ant RUC investigation.

Tory Party chairmen
are indeed the scum of
the earth, but they
also rule the earth in
this part of the West,
and it is absolutely
routine for all local
and national police
chiefs to have such
social acquaintances.
They get medals for it
normally.

Belatedly some Lab-
our leaders have been
permitted to voice ti-
mid criticisms in the
wake of louder prote-
sts at what is going
on from interested bo-
urgeois like the Dub-
lin Tories and the
SDLP and some more ad-
venturous capitalist
press circles.

But what Labour will
not touch with a barge
pole,- ever -, is any
serious challenge to
the British capitalist
state's secret police

trospect can there be
talk of 'reforming!
its constant criminal
mistakes, omissions,
misdemeanours and rep-
ression.

The result is perpe-
tual domination of the
working class by capi-
talism's press & TV
monopolies and parlia-
mentary political
fraud. Mass indignat-
ion at capitalist st-
ate racketeering is
constantly fobbed off
with retrospective
‘reformist' inquiries.
Home Secretary Hurd
has immediately prom-
ised a full investig-
ation into 'all the
circumstances and fe-
ars! surrounding the
strange Stalker affair.

But as always,the
corrupt establishment
has already got away
yet once more with its
rotten intriguing.Sta-
lker's reputation is
effectively sullied. A
smokescreen has been
thrown over his too-
thorough report on
death~squad activities
in the occupied zone
of Ireland. And nothing
in the 'democratic’
system will stop the
imperialist establish-
ment getting away with
such stunts again &
again & again.

How successfully the
reactionary circles'
broader purposes will
be achieved on this
occasion is a differ—-
ent matter entirely.

tyranny while it is ac- That is governed by

tually being imposed.
To do so would be to

break capitalism's gol

den rule: Never must
the authority of the
state itself ever be

the much wider consid-~
erations of history.
Continuing colonial
dictatorship over the
remaining part of Ire-
land is relentlessly

challenged. Only in re- being forced out by

the heroic national
liberation struggle
led by Sinn Fein & the
IRA.

So fast is British
imperialism losing its
grip worldwide,- now
one of the weakest co-
mpetitors in the omin-
ously escalating cut-
throat trade war and
inter-imperialist arms
race,-that catastroph-
ically humiliating fa-
ilures will be its ge-
neral political lot
henceforth,-no matter
how dirty the intrig-
uing and police-state
corruption becomes.

Stalker & the Labou-
rites may have been
frightened off on this
occasion from seeing
Jjustice done over the
death-squads inquiry.

But overall, the dec~
aying British imperia-
list legacy in Ireland
can only continue go-~
ing from bad to worse.

Now required by the
weightier imperialist
influence of Washington
& the Common Market to
force its mad-dog Uls-
ter colonists to toe
the line for longterm
snail's pace reunific-
ation of Ireland under
the Anglo-Irish treaty,
the British establish-
ment only faces more
painful humiliating
blows however things
turn out.

If it stays to do
its duty by NATO's
'respectable! public
image requirement of
preventing an obscene
fascist bloodbath on
the streets of northern
Ireland by the dement-
ed Paisley & Co, it
will suffer materially
——and then still be
asked why this boil of

diehard colonist reac-—
tion was not lanced
decades ago,-e.g.in
1921 itself when the
rotten farce of part-
ition was first impo-
sed under threat from
Carson's bully-boys
and a Tory British of-
ficers revolt,-poiso-
ning Ireland's full
independence in the
interests of a gerry-
mandering bunch of ra-
cist thugs fraudulen-
tly claiming to be
'Ulstermen'. Thereby
the people of Ireland
would have been spared
more than 60 years
intermittent bloody
civil war and national
liberation struggle.

If the London estab-
lishment runs away
from its responsibili-
ties to tame its own
UVF monster that it
created deliberately
in the first place,it
will justifiably earm
the contempt of most
bourgeois public opin-
ion worldwide,—-and yet
still suffer more pain-
fvl military & financ-
ial blows.

Either way,national
liberation struggle,
arms-in-hand,will have
won another famous
victory, and will have
finally fully triumph-
ed in Ireland at last
(although with the ba-
ttle for full social-
ist emancipation still
to come).

And the greatest hu-
miliation, deservedly,
will be for the cow-
ardly 'democratic re-
formist' British poli-
tical system,typified
above all else by the
degenerate British La-
bour Party & TUC.

57. November 19,1986
(Bulletin 369)

The shop-looting shambles
which brought Crange fascism's
first big 'Ulster Resistance'
weekend to such a pathetic cl-
ose is rich confirmation of the
ILWP's Leninist analysis of the
balance of historical -class for-
ces in Ireland.

The lumpen-imperialist gangs
like the UVF are still capable
of pointless nazi terror-revenge
in their sick 'no swrrender’ de -
spair, but the phony 'Northern
Ireland' nationalism they try to
wrap around themselves in the
occupied zone, using Union

4 Jacks, is collapsing in ruins.

There will be no genuine mass
'national independence' nove -
ment building up around the Or-
ange freemasonry to create a
'guerrilla-liberation war' inre-
verse by so-called 'Protestants’
against Ireland's republican re -
unification.

If Washington & Common Mark-
et intentions hold firmto insist
London ends its embarrassing co-
lonial occupation of the north of
Ireland at the earliest possible
moment, and if Whitehall acqui-
escence under'bi-partisan'Parl-
iamentary class-collaboration is
not disrupted by a National
Front landslide in the next Gen-
eral Election, - then the Anglo-
Irish Treaty will proceed ever

nore rapidly all the way to end-
ing partition for good.

Whatever huge problems could
remain for Ireland after reunifi-
cation (depending on how exac-
tly the internal political class
struggle turns out), - it would be
colossal stupidity to undervalue
the monumental historical imp-
ortance that the enforced end-
ing, by national-liberation stru-
ggle,of Britain's direct colonial
role in Ireland will have for Ir-
eland itself, for Britain, and for
the whole international class st-
ruggle.

Sinn Fein's Leninist decision to
take its brilliant armalite-ballot
box strategy directly into the
Irish capitalist parliament in Du-

blin is potentially an enormously
encouraging further step forward
towards a revolutionary socialist
solution (the only one possible) to
Ireland's miserable share in the

Western world's general imperi-

alist-economic crisis.

Until Sinn Fein adopts an open-
ly outright Leninist policy on all
matters, the danger of an oppor-
tunist slither towards parliamen-
tary reformism will be greater
than it otherwise might have
been.

But on the one hand there is
no need at this stage to doubt
that the enormously impressive
process of self-education,-which
has taken Sinn Fein to such a
prominent world-ranking positi-



on in revolutionary leadership
skills & understanding, - will
come to a halt.

And secondly, even if there
were some unexpected further
lengthy confused delay in Ire-

land's advance to the socialist
revolution due to not quite suf-

ficient Leninist leadership,~the
final defeat of British colonial-
ism's direct meddling (at long
last) would remain, as stated,
a staggering political landmark
and crucial historical watershed.
To have successfully complet-
ed through armed struggle in
West Europe towards the end of
the 20th century such a heroic
longstanding fight for full nati-
onal independence against such
a key pillar of historic world
imperialism will have an inca-
lculably profound effect on the
entire international class strug -
gle and national-liberation mo-

vement, - however much Western
confusion-mongering tries des-

perately to conceal this basic
reality behind hypocritical ru-
bbish about 'Thatcher's bold Tr-
eaty initiative', etc.

To have brought to an end

erly missing, of course, the en-
tire historic significance and
reality of what is taking place
under their noses but w hich
they cannot see at all, - British
imperialism on the brink of ca-
tastrophic defeat at the hands
of revolutionary armed struggle.

It is a tragedy that Sinn Fein
itself has still not educated its
movement out of ridiculously
misleading references to a so-
called "protestant working cl-
ass", -while, however, correctly
explaining that the so-called
'loyalist’ problems or interests
cannot even begin to be tackl-
ed or taken into account until
imperialism is overthrow n.

In addition to this 'protestant
working class' obviously & ine-
vitably being nothing but a br-
ibed tool of British colonialism
all the time that the imperial
connection lasts, - and never
possibly a potential 'Leninist
proletarian ally' for the Irish
national liberation struggle/
revolutionary socialist struggle-
-as the sterile academic Trots
in Britain deduce from their ba-
rren 'Trotskyist theory' guides

Britain's oldest & most corrupting to idealist 'socialist principles',

and race-hate fuelling colonial
domineering by severing its last
direct interference in Ireland is
going to dramatically help in
the revolutionary disruption and
re-education of the deeply and
powerfully established class co-
llaboration between British wo-
rkers and imperialism.

And to have brought such a
talented and culturally-renow-
ned, -& historically so well -
connected, - West European co-
untry (the first) to the brink of
socialist revolution will hold
great promise of further inspir-
ing development for the advan-
ce of international Leninism.

Criminal Trotskyite muddle
continues to hold back the left
in Britain from any understand -
ing of these vital matters.

Socialist Organiser & Workers
Press have recently exchanged
the most abysmally unenlighte -
ned polemics, -hurling chunks
of useless abstract 'socialist pr-
inciples' at each other but ho-
pelessly failing to lay a finger
on the real core_of British col-
onialism, --the so-called but
ludicrously mis-named 'protes -
tant working class', --and utt-

-- this historically misleading
notion also plays havoc with
possible British working class
support for Ireland's national-
liberation fight.

All the time that Labour, the
TUC, and other middle-class-
mentality props of British imp-
erialism (i.e. "parliamentary
democracy'") can muddy clarity
by wittering about "some Irish"
who "want to retain their Brit-
ish identity", (-backed by disea-
sed Trot academic 'Marxism'
spreading confusion about 'ri-
ghts to self-determination', etc),
--the irresistible and unmistak-
able historical -materialist basis
for Irish national-liberation str-
uggle will not be easily accep-
ted, -in spite of all Sinn Fein's
dramatic & heroic military &
political demonstrations that
Ireland's full independence
will eventually have to be
conceded one way or another.

Criminal confusion is sown
by the above-mentioned British
Trot polemics asserting that "the
Protestants (sic) were in Ireland
for centuries before the epoch
of imperialism, and made up the
backbone of the original repub-

lican movement. To call them
settlers comparable with, say,
the white South Africans is co-
mpletely ahistorical and unten-
able from a Marxist point of
view."

From this endless muddle,
some central points of sanity
must be rescued.

The main point is that Lenin-
ist dialectics has always cont-
emptuously vanquished all
such idealist Trot sterility ab-
out static political 'absolutes’
(see ILWP Books vol 5).

So-called 'Protestants',(-in
itself a hopelessly imprecise &
misleading categorisation,)-
were in fact a constantly chan-
ging entity with a constantly
changing role.

The deliberate Scottish-Eng-
lish Plantation colonisation of
parts of Ulster in the 17th cen-
tury which now chooses to as-
sert its 'Britishness' remains ex -
actly like the white South Af-
ricans or Rhodesians or any oth-
er colonial dominating settlers.
The native Irish sections who
began to adopt the Protestant
form of religious faith (along
with the English language) in
order the better to prosper in
the British colony of Ireland
and who indeed, along with the
rest of their Irish kith & kin, pl-
ayed prominent roles in the Re-
publican independence tradit-
ion, --are a different historical
understanding entirely, --even
if parts of that 'protestant' tra-
dition might be pointed to tod-
ay as being indistinguishable
from the Orange bigots.

Similarly, some sections of the
British Plantation 'protestant’
tradition,like colonials every-

where (and particularly follow -
ing the British Plantation colo-
nial revolt in America in 1776)
joined Republican independence
demands from the late 18th cen-
tury onwards. But as in the Ame-
ricas, some British colonials cho-
se to assert their 'Britishness'and
oppose the Republican revolt.
In the case of the USA in

1776, it would be ludicrous to
assert that "some of the Ame-

ricans" "

'wanted to retain their
Britishness" and insisting on a
misunderstood and misplaced
'self -determination right! for
them to do so, thereby denying

the far nmore important, vital,

and progressive historical need
for the USA to insist on its total
national liberation, without any
partition. And in that revolut -
ionary war, and the hugely cru-
cial questions of international
support that it raised, it would
have been backward historical
nonsense to witter that many of
the pro-British colonials had
"far longer & better pedigree as
Americans than the so-called
'American revolutionaries'".
That was certainly true in str-
ictly narrow cultural terms. But
it was utterly false & mislead-
ing in the far more important
q—uestion of historical revoluti-
onary-political advance. In the
international political struggle,
those so-called 'americans' op-

posed to the 'American nation-
alists' should properly have
been termed 'British colonial
stooges' and nothing else.

Much nore to the point, all
past judgments of the role and
'rights' of any sections of the
so-called 'protestant’ traditions
in Ireland are now completely
eclipsed by one consideration
only, --where do they stand on
the crucial new revolutionary-
historical advance now facing
Ireland. ? If for the national-
liberation struggle, then they
are Irishmen. If against,then
they are nothing but British co-
lonial stooges.

To further clarify Trot-ideal-
ist corruption of Marxist analyt-
ical methods, this mandatory
progressive political stance on
Ireland currently, in favour of
the national-liberation struggle,
does not arrive through any one-
sided absolute 'principle’ (in this
case of self -determination) as
such. Such_agbsolute thinking is
hopelessly inimical to dialect-
ical-materialist thinking.

Sinn Fein's national -liberation
struggle became the decisive
arbiter for judging all things
Anglo-Irish because their stru-
ggle materially made it so.No
national question has any abso -
lute right to pre-eminence. In
the case of Wales for instance,
Welsh nationalism might well
enjoy much sympathy from Len-
inists. But it will need to tend
towards becoming the decisive

material political ingredient in

Anglo -Welsh affairs before a Le-

ninist analysis of the class stru-49

ggle would need to reorientate
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around it. A nd if that did hap-
pen, then it would be pointless
for Trot idealismto assert that
Ythe South Wales proletariat
feel totally part of the British
working class now,and it would
be a backward step to pretend
kinship now with mid-wWales

middle ~class Welsh nationalism™,

That will be a matter for the
strength (or otherw ise) of Welsh
nationalism to decide.

This dominant practical real-
ity of what is going to happen
(the precise details being ulti-
mately decided somewhat ran-
domly but to a background of
strict historical necessity along
Marxist laws of class struggle) is
equally illustrated by the nega-
tive phenomenon.

While Sinn Fein has made ever
more brilliant progress towards
blistering Leninist enlightenm-
ent (as its guerrilla-war key to
defeating British imperialism
proved to be in tune w ith the
mainstream international revol-
utionary -socialist process),--so
has the 'protestant working class’
tradition (misleadingly so-called)
degenerated ever faster towards
open collaboration with the fas-
cist scum of the National Front.

Becoming a complete dead-end
from a historical point of view
with the approaching final col-
lapse of British imperialism, the
so-called !protestant’ 'loyalist’
tradition is both dwindling fast
and at the same time becoming
synonymous with everything re--
actionary in the anti-commun-
ist line. And out of the same
anti-communist addled-brained
confusion, the British Trots are
there to cover up this 'protest-
ant working -class' bankruptcy,
& the misleading notion itself.

Sinn Fein's weakness remains
precisely its slowness to consci-
ously complete the spontaneous
world -revolutionary identifica ~
tion it is already making with
parts of the socialist camp (or
shortly to become so, e.g. South
Africa, central America, etc).

It must scale the miraculous
dialectical heights of being
able to identify with the Soviet
camp in the communist -led
anti-imperialist struggle while
at the same time making allo-
wances for (but never ceasing to
combat) the foul revisionist co-
nfusion in Moscow which has

ignored or even condemned Sinn
Fein's brilliant achievements so
far. Leninism is the only way
forward for all mankind. Spread
the ILWP Bulletin.

58. January 21,1987
(Bulletin 377)

T he humiliation of the Oran-
ge -fascist thug Robinson in the
Dublin courts must be chalked
up as another huge victory for
the Sinn Fein/IRA struggle, as
also must be London's decision
to retreat from its frame-up of
the 'Birmingham Six' innocent
!pub-bombers!.

To a lesser extent and more
indirectly, the fall of the Fitz-
gerald government yesterday
can also be credited to aroused
Republicanism /socialism resu-
lting from Sinn Fein's dramatic
successes over British imperial-
ism. The entire crisis of the
Western monopoly -capitalist
system in Ireland has been ex-
acerbated by the implacable
uprising, masterminded by Sinn
Fein, -against slump-dominat-
ion by imperialist guns, and by
Orange British-colonists

The armed-fascist UDI poten-
tial of the 'Ulster’ colonist
rump took another fearful ham-
mering when Robinson capitul -
ated to Dublin law -and ~order
so as to protect his own miser-
able skin, Despite all his osten-
tatious 'non -cooperation' with
this 'usurping foreign power' by
having his own food brought
down to him from the north and
other insulting acts of 'refusing
to accept Dublin hospitality'etc,
Robinson quickly took fright at
the court's stern tone against his
nazi hooliganism in Clontibret, -
finally pleading guilty (to one
general charge)in order to avoid
antagonising the court with non-
guilty pleas(to a string of spec-
ific accusations), -hoping thereby
to get a reduced sentence. Even
in spite of this apparent plea-
bargaining stitch-up, Robinson
still 'blanched' when the judge
mentioned long imprisonment
as a potentially suitable punish-
ment. And Robinson was deli-
ghted to agree to pay the huge
fines quickly to avoid the furth-
er humiliating threat of six ye-
ars' jail if he did not cough up
immediately. T he bogus 'bold
revolutionary' Robinson equally

meekly accepted his long bind-
ing-over period without a mur-
mur. Which means he will not
be posturing his sick bogus~
Ireland extremism again in the
liberated 26 counties for a long
time,

All of which has registered
colossal damage, almost certa -
inly irreparable, to the dying
phony *British-Irishness' of the
vicious Ulster colonists, The
bogus 'two traditions' of the
'Northern Ireland' fascist-imp-
erialist remnants has always
been exposed by the ILWP as a
hollow threat as far as the
"no surrender-UDI" armed
resistance moves against reuni-
fication were concerned, - un-
dermined by the incurable de -
cay of British imperialism itself.

In particular, the Bulletin has
explained in detail ever since
the magnificent triumphs of the
Sinn Fein/IRA/INLA hunger st-
rikes and election victories that
the embarrassment to the West
of a successful national-liberat-
ion struggle,- arms-in-hand def~
ying British military occupation
on the streets (and on the TV
Screens) daily,-was forcing Wa-
shington & the EEC to instruct
London to wind up its colonial
scandal and seek reunification
with Dublin; -~and that this wo-
uld provoke a final armed dis-
play of futile impotence by the
Orange fascists, and then curt-
ains, --the end of the colonial
infamy of Partition.

The Anglo-Irish treaty has
continued taking events exact-
ly in that direction. And alth-
ough Sinn Fein has by this fraud
been denied its rightful politi-
cally-acknowledged national-
liberation victory, direct colon-
ial domination will itself have
finally been overthrown, - a
huge stimulus to the further re-
volutionary socialist struggles
that are henceforth to come.

T he likely Appeal Court squ-
ashing of the 'Birmingham Six'
frame -up is a further concess-
ion to the international press-
ure on Britain (caused by Sinn
Fein's triumphant independence
struggle), consolidating the Tre-
aty's encouragement of Dublin.
Fitzgerald's fall is less clearly
in line with the Treaty's expe-
ctations, -aroused Republican-
ism having'condemned'its com-

promise language (which accep-
-ts a D ublin say in the occupied
zone in return for a public rel-
axation of Irish constitutional
intransigence against London's
continued meddling). Exacerbat-
ed by class-struggle implicati-
ons of Ireland's appalling capit-
alist slump troubles, some bogus
'Republican' pesturing around
the Dail might just disrupt the
Treaty too in their theatrical
despair & frustration, But it is
unlikely to derail the Treaty's
leisurely reunification provisi-
ons completely. NATO falter-
ing respectability still insists
on a decent burial to formal
British colonialism in Ireland, -
by one means or another, provi-
-ded the actual capitulation to
Sinn Fein's revolutionary armed
struggle is well concealed.

T he Paisleyites were dream-~
ing of their own Adolf Hitler/
imprisoned martyr (early 1920s
vintage) to set up their hopes
for a later fascist -colonialist
military resurgence of all-
conquering British imperialism.
Virulent German bourgeois na -
tionalism just made it in the
1930s thanks to Nazi help from
treacherous cowardice from the
rest of the '"Western free world',
and to the weakness of the So-
viet Union. But British bourge -
ois nationalism is now a dying
historical force. Last-ditch fas-
cist gestures are not complete -
ly ruled out. But the R obinson
-Paisleyites do not look as if
they even have the stomach or
the wit (!) to successfully dege-
nerate even as far as Ian Smiths
pathetic nasty UDI dictatorship
in Rhodesia. They look like fa-
ilures before they have even st-
arted, and cannot even find one
single prison martyr for the ig-
noble 'cause’.

T his, of course, is by no me-
ans the end of all fascist aspir-
ations in the decaying British ca-
pitalist state in general, The im-
perialist establishment may be
resigned to an ignominious retr-
eat over their Nazi-style 'Birm-
ingham Six' prison frame-ups.
But the equally foul stitch-up of

the Cherry Groce shooting affair
shows that the armed dictatorsh-
~ip of the bourgeoisie has no int-
entions of giving up everything
it has without a fight,

T he outrageous 'court! proc-
eedings at the Old Bailey got



the gun-happy copper off with-
out punishment through the usu-
al Public Prosecutions racket of
charging their own servant with
a much harder-to-convict-on of-

fence than was necessary;

plus

treating the monstrous planning
of the Groce residence raid,-(the eration had ever been conducted major defeat British reaction has

knowledge if their '
anywhere in the vicinity), --as

real crime, sledgehanmmering in, Or even prepared.
guns blazing, without the slightest T he forces for fascist dictator- national-liberation struggle vic-
ship in Britain are still alive, -

quarry' was

59. April 29,1987
(Bulletin 391)

The national~libera~
tion struggle against
Orange colonial fasc-
ism and British milit-
ary dictatorship over
the occupied zone of
Ireland has done more
than settle scores by
bombing Judge Gibson
for approving RUC dea-
th-squad killings of
Republican detainees.

It has again driven
the stinking Labour
‘opposition' right out
into the open as noth-
ing but the most obsc-
ene front for continu-
ed imperialist repres-
sion of Irish self-

determination.
Why do we never hear
from all the 'left' La~-

bour & black 'national-
ist' posturers on these
occasions, ~from Benn,
Banks, Scargill ,Boateng,
Bellos,Grant,Abbott,Pr-
ofitt,& Co,~opportunis-
tically fresh from em—
pty bullshit about La~-
bour being !'the best
guarantee of proletar-
ian & minority intere-
sts' whose return to
government must be sup-
ported 'at any cost!'.

Tell that to the Ir-
ish national~liberation
struggle. Spell out the
cost in the lives of
Irish Republicans ruth-
lessly slaughtered by
MI5-RUC covert death-
squad activities,-all
made 'legal' by the non-
elected court dictat-
orship of Gibson & Co
praising the uniformed
killers for bringing
the IRA suspects 'to
the final court of ju-
stice' without the bo-
ther & expense of a
trial.

Ireland was first
subjugated by British
military terror. After
hundreds of years of
the most justly celebr—
ated & heroic national-
libveration struggles in
history, the tiny Irish
population, decimated by
decades of famine and
enforced emigration to
find work, at last dr-
ove the military colo-
nisers into near-defeat
following the 1916 up-
rising and armed stru-

ggle against the degr-
adations of WWI imperi-
alist warmongering.

Only the illegitimate
might of the British Em-
pire enabled bribery and
Black & Tan truculent
armed-fasciam to split
the national-liberation
struggle, and retain a
gerrymandered occupied
zone under British Or-
ange colonists,-the cr-
iminal farce of so-
called ‘Northern Ire-
land'.

Every vote asking
Ireland if it wanted
to be outrageously and
artificially partitio-
ned, and denied its ri-
ghtful aspirations to
full national indepen-
dence & self-determin-
ation, -was overwhelm-
ingly won for Irish
Republican unity, and
lost by the fake 'Br-
itish-Irish' interests.

But by carving out
an artificial 'British!
enclave by use of Black
& Tan terror, it then
became possible for the
British to pretend that
the 'democratic elect-
oral process' had given
legitimacy to the bas-
tard 'Northern Ireland!
colony.

With no chance of
ever winning a vote ag-
ainst the gerrymander-
ed artificial British
Orange-colonial major-
ity within six distor-
ted county boundaries
ripped out of Ulster
province's original
nine counties,-the Ir-
ish were once again
forced to resume their
national-~liberation st-
ruggle.

Again, against all the
odds,their heroism has
succeeded against the
guilty-sickly shallow-
ness, lack of confiden-
ce, and lack of motivat-
ed belief by the Brit-
ish-Orange occupiers,

But once again,the
fraud of British milit-
ary-police terror,~-plus
the Goebbels-propagan-
da lies of the 'democ~
ratic! argument,- are be-
ing whipped up to try
to stave off yet anoth-
er humiliating defeat
for decadent British
colonialism.

It was Labour which
reimposed police-mili-

and even have a direct line to

tories,

if no such lunatic nazi-style op- the class struggle yet. And the

suffered over Sinn Fein's colossal

still piling up, is a very

serious blow to a very sick org-
LGod. But it is very early days in anism.

Build Leninism,

tary dictatorship back
on the occupied zone
in 1968. Now it is Lab~
our again acting as
first prop to the dec-
adent British ruling
class to comfort it in
its moment of greatest
embarrassment,-incred-
ibly donning the man-
tle of Churchill to do
80, —one of the most
bloodthirsty imperial-
ist-wammongering cret-
ins ever to disgrace
Western 'civilisation'.

Labour’'s Northern Ireland
simkesman. Mr Stuart Bell,
also gave an outright condem-
nation of the new campaign of
terror by the IRA. He said
Lord Justice Gibson was an
Irishman through and through
and the lesson for the whole of
the island of Ireland was that
* the IRA Killed Irishmen and
Irishwomen.”

“ It seeks to be its own
judge and jury and execu-
tioner and it seeks by violence
what it cannot achieve by
election. This House of Com-
mons has often been described
as the mother of democra-
cies,” he said. ‘“ How long,
therefore, will it take, by those
who perpetrate violence, to
understand that this House
and this country will never
bend the knee to terrorists,

*“ To paraphrase Sir Winston
Churchill: What kind of peogle
do the IRA think we are?”
demanded Mr Bell.

Sneering at Sinn Fein
for failing to win vo-
tes in the recent 26~
county elections is de-
spicable hypocrisy. No
self-sacrificing mass
revolutionary struggle

has ever been fought in

history other than by
people driven to the

limit by repression, fr-

ustration, & injustice.

The whole point of buy-

ing off the population
of the 26 counties by
the 1921 Partition ra-
cket was to splinter
the Irish national 1lib-
eration struggle. It re-
mains splintered. But
the excluded minority
people of the occupied
zone, ~denied their leg-
itimate Irish national
aspirations under a Br-
itish colonial regime,-
have demonstrated not
only a willingness to
vote Sinn Fein to spe-
ctacular victories in
parliementary & local
elections against ev-
ery conceivable trick-
ery,treachery,bribery
and pressure,--but ev-
en more importantly
also a willingness to
sustain a guerrilla-
war national-liberat-

ion struggle which ev-
en the most savage po-
lice-military dictat-
orship, -complete with
torture regimes,death
squad killings,concen~
tration camps,Gestapo-
terror raids,and Star
Chamber no-jury 'cour—
ts! (such as Gibson de-
lighted in), -has been
unable to subvert,tyr-
annise, or bludgeon in-
to defeat. To crow,as
the Labour cretins do,
that the people enjoy-
ing partial independ-
ence in the South, have
opportunistically, for
now, elected not to th-
emselves Jjoin in such
a bitter suffering st-
ruggle, -is as cheap &
nasty as any fascist
propaganda rubbish co~
uld ever descend to.
The Labour 'lefts' and
black nationalists urg-
ing a return to govern-
ment of this degener-
ate Kinnock establish-
ment are nothing but
open & knowing stooges
of fascist-imperialist
reaction, as disgusting-
ly displayed in parlia-
ment over the question
of colonised Ireland.
Even more disgrace-

Although he was then the
recipient of a stream of leaked
confidential army and govern-
ment documents, his allegations
were treated with derision. Mr
Merlyn Rees, the then North-
ern Ireland Secretary, issued a
statement saying that “no
special unit with the aim of dis-
crediting anyone has been set
up in the Northern Ireland
Office.” Mr Rees has since
maintained that he was un-
aware of the army's informa-
tion policy of black propaganda.

The Labourites didn't
want to know about the
secret workings of the
capitalist state dicta-
torship, -the permanent
machinery of bourgeois
rule,-just as they don't
want any more to come
out about it now.

Because every single
shred of evidence prov-
ing that the permanent
dictatorship of the bo-
urgeoisie rules Britain
(as it rules every cap-
italist country, -as
Marxism has always ex-
plained could only be
the case), -is a dagger
against the credibility
of Labour's pretended
'parliamentary reform—
ist management! of the
capitalist system when
in office in the Comm-
ons and in local gover-
nment.

The fraud that Labour

fully, Labour is dishing Fe&lnes are ever any-

out these obnoxious
sneers against the Ir-
ish national-liberation

thing but toe-rags for
the capitalist system
is fast collapsing in

struggle at a time whenthe eyes of the previ-
their own filthy record©usly credulous prole -

of paralysed ineptness

tariat. Thus the joke

L ¢ . Ty s
covering up fascist con- OPPOsition' is more

spiracies & crimes by
MI5 secret police,-
even stunts directed
against their own stu-
pid selves,-is just be-
ing revealed.

No wonder Labour are
so keen to outdo even
Thatcher in demands
that ex 'security!' off-
icers like Peter Wright
should be physically
prevented from ever ut-
tering a word about th-
eir conspiratorial act-
ivities in the secret
service,~even to expose
illegalities, as Wright
is now doing.

No wonder the cretin-
ous Labour ministers
all declared at the
time that 'nothing at
all was going on',-
even though their own
government was being
undermined.

terrified of 'Zircon
affair' televised do-
cumentary exposures,
Australian court rev-
elations, and secret
service spy memoirs -
about the corrupt rea-
lity of British police-
state dictatorship in
a supposedly capitalist
democracy,—-than is
the ruling class Tory
government.At least
the hypocritical Bri-
tish bourgeoisie and
middle class will still
vote for their own cl-
ass government,-however
badly exposed its fas-
cist-dictatorial real-
ity.But independently-
minded workers will re-
ject with contempt any
further illusions in
the Labour 'democratic
alternative' (and also
the Alliance bogus 'al 51



ternative' to Labour
before much longer).
Even the fascist cr-
ook Paisley was prepar-
ed, for his own devious
ends, to rant about the
psychological warfare,
innuendoes,subversion
stunts,and black prop-
aganda-~confusion run
by MIS (even though he
benefitted hugely from
the 'Ulster Workers Co-
uncil Strike! bogusness
vwhich the nazi-minded
MI5 spooks ran to thw-
art the Heath & Wilson
governments' timid de-
colonisation efforts).
But Labour has abso-
lutely nothing to say
about this stream of
appallingly incrimina-
ting revelations agai-
nst the entire 'parli-
amentary democracy' fr-

aud now shown up as no-
thing but the tool of
the permanent bourgeois
police-state dictator—
ship interests. No wo~
nder,-because these
electoral-opportunist
cretins all live & pr-
ofit by this corrupt
system,-including the
MP hopefuls like the
Militant gangsters,the
Blunkett frauds,and

the Grant-Bellos-Prof-
itt posturers.

But the handy diver—
sion of ranting on, Ch-
ruchill~like, against
the 'terror! of the
Irish national-libera—
tion struggle when it
Jjustly bombs one of
its worst murdering

depravity sees no hum-
bug in sudden outspok-
enness on matters such
as this. For heroically
waging a national-1lib-
eration revolutionary
struggle against the
tyranny of illegal ge-
rrymandered partition
and the death-squad,
torture-regime, concen-
tration-camp, secret-
police state & MIS sp-
ooks which adminster
that disgraceful part-
ition, —the Irish Repu-
blicans get contemptu-
ously slandered by the
Labourites. But for be-
ing the dumb,class-col-
laborating stooges of
that bourgeois dictat-
orship, and the silent
tools of those secret
police nazi dirty tri-

Co.

revisionists,-with Mo-
scow's shameful appro-
val,-at Marxism Today
urge workers to go
even one worse than
dumb electoral support
for these Labour char-
latans,-and give supp-—
ort too,where appropr-
iate,for the even sli-
mier bourgeois opport-
unists in the Alliance,.

Voting for any of
this bourgeois-democr-
atic crap would be an
admission of shameful
paralysis & stupidity
by any self-respecting
worker. Instead, build
revolutionary conscio-
usness for the overth-
row of capitalism. Spr-
ead the ILWP Bulletin.
Build Leninism.
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The remarkable con-

utter despair that Lon-patrol duties on the
And the cretinous CP don's manipulation of 400 yards of 'no-man's

affairs in colonized
Ireland is going to
lead anywhere but to
total loss of Britain's
pirated enclave.

The bogus 'political
legitimacy' legatees
of the forced retention
of the gerrymandered
parts of just six of
Ulster's nine counties,

land' near the 26-
county border. This br-
eakdown in 'security!
is undoubtedly a glar-
ing advertisement of
the basic fraudulent
futility of the bogus
'Northern Ireland! bas-
tard-statelet pretence.
This criminal deception
and imposition on the

—the posturing Unionist people of Ireland does

bigwigs,- are now at

not work,will never

each others' throats all work,and cannot work as

the time over who 1is to
blame for the failed

a supposedly ‘'viable
communi ty', ~either as

Orange dream of perman- 'part of Britain', or

ency for their stolen
land, wealth,and power.

Some sections of the
Lodge mafia were asked

as an 'independent st-
ate'. It is a gerryman~
dered colony, pure & si-
mple, and it will be ov-

to stay away from Judge erthrown by the Irish

Gilbson's funeral, -so

national liberation

bitter are the feelings struggle.

of weakness & betrayal.

Even the fierce little

Paisley's sick atte-
mpts to win some belat-

soldier Harold McCusker €d British lumpen app-

has denounced his own
'capo! Big Jim Molyne-

eal with his pretence
of having been a prime

firmations of the eno- aux for 'bowing to mi- target of MI5 subvers- . y
rmous strength of cha- ddle-class pressure' & 1on dirty tricks in the unavoidable occasional
being conned 'by parlia- 1970s (see lead) should temporary pessimistic

racter and political
maturity of the Repub-
lican movement,-detail-
ed in the publication
of the concealed pris-
on correspondence gov-
erning the Hunger Str-
ikes,-coincides with
fresh evidence that
the back of Orange co-
lonialism has been br—
oken.

Far from the book's
stupid conclusions
that the test of wills

mentary debate!.

Robinson's sniping
at Paisley in a rival
'family' has long been
hotting up. And Paisl-
ey Jjust hates & despi-
ses everybody.

But the colony's
best 'hanging judge'
has just been 'wasted!
(to use their best SAS
death-~squad jargon). And
all the recriminations
and back-stabbings in

fool no one. His colon-~
ial-fascist kind were
as deeply into Gestapo
Propaganda & skuldugg-
ery as any in the Bri-
tish regime. The fact
that the colonialists
used to spy & snipe on
each other (as they
still do) is proof of
nothing but the bourg-
eois-capitalist syst-
em's fundamental vici-
ousness, and of the oc-

over political prison- the world are not going cupied zone's basic
persecutors,-the 'left' or status ended in de- to provide greater se- untenability & insecu-

feat for Sinn Fein,the

non-stop military & pr-

opaganda blows to the
British police-army
dictatorship prove ex-
actly the opposite.
Not only are the

'iron-fist' tactics of
the MI5 death squads,
the kangaroo courts,
the RUC brutality,and
the military-occupat-
ion terror raids and
torture routines rep-—
eatedly ridiculed and
discredited. But most
damaging of all, the
fake 'Irish'-British
Orange colonial popul-
ation—~on behalf of wh-
om the imperialist ty-
ranny is allegedly al-
one continued,-is now

a hopelessly divided &

demoralised opportun-

cks and giving them a ;g4 ragbag, and a total

loathsome parliament-
ary 'legitimacy!', —the
Labourites earn the

liability to London.

The more fascist-

minded gangs of 'Uls-

'undying support & de- ter' gettler—usurpers

votion' of the t'lefts!
and the Black Nation-

are now declaring they
will 'fight anyone!',-

curity, —never.

rity. Before leaving

"So we'll fight" Pai~ the sinking ship, the

sley finally concludes
with a 1imp unconvinc-
ing rasp, and a blue
nose.

But the bully-boys
have just had one of

rats attack each other,
(N.B. Just as with the
Rhodesia colony before-
it, and as with the Sou-
th African colonial re-
gime now, the growing

their 'top guns' gunned emigration rate of se-

down on the streets of
Belfast,-again without
any useful or meaning-
ful reprisal in sight
for the beleaguered
Orange colonists, If
the system cannot pro-
tect its most aggress-
ive 'justice! Judge
Gibson,- he who so dr-
00lingly commended RUC
death-squad uniformed
killers for despatch-
ing murdered IRA sus-
pects to the 'final
court of justice' -
without a trial, —
then what can be done
for the lumpen-prolet-
arian thugs of the UVF?
The British colonial
regime certainly needs
an inquiry into why the

szalists like Grant,Abb- including the British whole Gestapo system is

ott,Profitt,Boateng,&

occupying regime,-~in

too scared to have any

ttler families is a
sure indication that
the national~liberat-
ion struggle is relent-
lessly marching towards
ultimate triumph).

The traditions of Pa~
isley & Co now have no-
thing left in them but
the rottenness and un-
easy guilt of the con-
demned thief reluctant
to give up his ill-
gotten gains. Their
bogus 'community' is
absolutely no match for
the inspired vigour,de-
termination,and genius
of Irish nationalist
wisdom fighting for tr-
uth & justice.

The heroism,self-
sacrifice,inventiveness
and discipline revealed
in the tragic but tri-

umphant correspondence
smuggled in & out of
the British concentrat-
ion camps,- (despite the
most savage 'security'),
-to demonstrate a str-
ength of will and firm-
ness of conviction for
the national-liberation
struggle ,~has moved the
whole of mankind's re-
volutionary anti-impe-
rialist cause forward
by a huge leap.

There is little in
the great literature of
independence fights and
other progressive batt-
les to compare with the
giant achievements of
these modern Republic-
ans. More's the pity
that they handed this
epic work to a 'liber-
al' prat from the Guar-
dian, eaten up with his
own kind's petty-bourg-
eois misery, and hope-
lessly misled into 'pr-
oving his point' about
the Hunger Strike's al-
leged 'failure' by the

and disoriented notes
of isolated young men
starving themselves to
death for the cause.

It is the most phil-
istine ignorance of
the real forces of wo—
rld politics,& the in-
ternational historic
class struggle between
the masses and imperi-
alism,to talk of that
Hunger Strike as any-
thing but the most de-
vastating indictment
of British colonialism
-an undoubtedly cripp-
ling death blow to any
lingering hopes of Lo-
ndon's imperialist ci-
rcles of being able to
hang onto to its Irish
colony.

The whole struggle
against Britain's pol-
ice-military dictator-
ship and the Orange
colonial-fascist reg-
ime has won the war;-
but a watershed battle
was unquestionably the
Hunger Strike., After
that harrowing drama,
there was no way that
the rest of the Weste-
rn 'democratic'! system
could ever again adopt
any policy other than
urging & arm-twisting
their British tallies!
to accept defeat and
to give up the occup-
ied zone as soon as
decently possible and
as soon as a safe anti-
communist method of
pulling out could be
arranged. To talk of
the Bunger Strike as
a defeat for Simn Fein



and the IRA is ludicr-
ously superficial,bet-
raying a grotesque in-
nocence of the deepest
influences on modern
history.

In measure with the
greatness of the Repub-
lican triumph,the ind-
ividual Volunteers th-
emselves were transfo-
med towards supermen
status. The personal
heroics, the capacity
for suffering,the bit-
terness of decisions
to be made, the crush-
ing responsibilities
borne, and the courag-
eous leadership that
had to be given chang-
ed ordinary young men
into revolutionary gi-
ants.

There can be no grea-
ter sacrifice than to
give your life for the
people you love, for the
comrades and their cau-
se; and to do so in the
fearful conditions of
the Hunger Strike marks
out these Irish nation-
al-liberation fighters
and Republican social-
ists as some of the
most outstanding per-
sons in world revoluti-
onary history.

Sadly,Sinn Fein is

ing into the hands of
the SAS death squads
and the hanging jodges.

But as the Bulletin
insisted from the very
first instants of the
Treaty, to see its real
significance it is ne-
cessary to follow the
knee~jerks of Orange
reaction.It is the one
thing the crazed Pais-
ley & Co are correct
about,~the feeling in
their bones (and in th-
eir corrupt power & po-
ssessions) that the
'glight concession' of
glving Dublin some say,
~of accepting that the
affairs of the zone are
the rightful concern of
the whole of Ireland,-
is the thin end of a
very long, broad, and
irresistible wedge,-
Ireland's ultimate re-
unification.

There is only one lo-
gical thing that the
Orange tradition can
do, - and that is to fi-
ght this Treaty to the

solved the formal part
of Ireland's national-
liberation aspirations
after 700 years of st-
ruggle,and particular-
ly in the last diffic-
ult conditions of par-
tition and the rise of
fascism,~—is no mean
achievement.

Admittedly the even
greater fight for real
national flourishing
-under revolutionary
socialism- remains ah-
ead. But that degree
of Leninist political
content in Sinn Fein's
brilliant organisation-
al and propaganda ach-—
ievements and in the
JRA's military convic-
tion,—-now having dem-
onstrated the irresis-
tible strength of its
revolutionary conscio-
usness,—is there to
be built upon to compl-
ete the job.

Spread Leninism.Spre-
ad the ILWP Bulletin.
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death. And that is what November 11 ,1987

they are being forced
towards.

And (as the Bulletin
explained) by the very
forces of history which

(Bulletin 419)

The indiscriminate
bomb-deaths in Ennis-
killen are hardly a

nazi bullying; etc.

Most attacks on Brit-
ish colonists in this
latest period of Ire-
land's centuries-long
war of independence
against British occup-
ation have been carried
out against specific
reactionary targets cl-
osely connected with
the police-military di-
ctatorship.

The real record of
indiscriminate terror
belongs entirely to
the British colonial
side. But never is any
attention at all paid
by the imperialist lie
machine (BBC.ITV.Fleet
Street,etc) to the un-
ending atrocities agai-
nst the subject Irish
population in the colo-
nised zone,- never mind
the saturation melodra-
matic coverage the Enn-
iskillen bombing recei-
ved.

While such tactics in
the guerrilla war would
not necessarily be a
policy Leninism would
pursue, the chief point
to make this week is to
expose the stinking hu-
mbug of the British es-
tablishment reaction.

Will the loathsome

- made the Hunger Strike patter for the British JiPgo-opportunism of
not a movement of Len- T iunph in the first inperialist bourgeoisie the Guardian henceforth

inist theory, and the
typically deceitful con-

fused mess British imp-

erialism chose to impo-
se as its swan-song for
getting out of Ireland,-
~the Anglo-Irish Treaty,
has left even the vic-
tors of the Hunger Str-
ike unclear about ex~
actly what they have
achieved.

Once again on the su-

rface, it looks as if

the British have conce-

ded virtually nothing.
The Orange colonists'

veto ostensibly remains

in place. The British

continued presence se-
ems secure for as long
as it is 'wanted'. Even
worse,both these crim-
inal imperialist impo-
sitions have now been
accepted by Dublin in
a treaty,in defiance o
its own 'Republican’

constitution. All that
has been conceded is

the apparently wishy-
washy uselessness of

hal f-hearted 'consult-

ation rights! by Dublin

on some occupied zone

affairs, and further de-

sultory measures of
'border collaboration!
and the like, -which if

anything could be view-

ed as downright count-
er-revolutionary trea-
chery by Dublin, play-

place,~- these outdated
despairing attempts by

lism to defy & defeat

to get self-righteous
about, internationally

non-stop terror-repres—

report at the top of
its front page every

British Orange colonia- condemned as it is for 4eath of an innocent

Irish person at the ha-

the implications of the gion against Irelandts Pds of Orange fascist
Anglo-Irish Treaty will national-liberation st- Putchers (over a hundr-

paradoxically themsel-

ves become the apparent

ruggle.
Recent exposures of

ed a year of such kill-
ings) in the same prov-

‘cause' for rapidly tr- M15tg "death squad" sy— 0c@tively maudlin style

ansforming this Treaty

stem of assassinating

as its disgraceful gut-

into much more openly without trial many 'su- teT-Journalism this

conscious,deliberate,

ndon towards handing
over to Dublin(and to
the anti-British am-
twisters in the West-
ern alliance) the ent-
ire responsibility for
the whole degenerate
colonial mess in the
occupied zone.

spected' Republicans is

and speedy moves by Lo- only the latest in a

series of imperialist
outrages including the
Gough Barracks torture
regime, exposed in Bri-
tain's own Bennet Rep-
ort and denounced at
the Buropean Court of
Human Rights; the int-
ernment-without-trial

The Treaty was of co- concentration camps

urse maliciously desi-
gned to avoid any hint

£ of conceding victory

to the revolutionary

(Long Kesh,etc) also
only suspended after
worldwide outcry; the
rlastic~bullet tyranny

week about 'Flowers for
the harvests she will
never see'.The Fleet
Street mercenary phili-
stines couldn't care
less about Marie Wilson
or any other casualties
of indiscriminate war.
How many scores of you-
ng nationalists have
died in the occupied
zone, innocently killed
by fascist-imperialist
violence, who have equ~
ally pressed their mo-
thers or fathers hands

forces of Sinn Fein & 8&8inst any & every po- 38 their life ebbed

the IRA,- (the strict

litical protest march;

am-twisting conditions the sledgehammered-

of the anti-communist
hysterics ruling the

NATO-EEC alliances who
forced London's hand,)

And reunification with
Dudblin, of course, hands

~door midnight terror
raids against widespr-
ead Republican areas;
the 'supregrass' fit-
ups; the endless anti-
Irish job discriminat-

away, but without a si-
ngle-line mention of it
in the entire British
press the next day (not
to mention no lavish
television coverage).
This stinking hypocrisy
is poured out now bec-

the prize to pro-West 10nj the fascist-state 8use everyone else is
Green Toryism,-as bit- Ccollaboration with such doing it on Fleet Str-

terly anti-communist
(and anti-socialist)as
British colonialism
itself.

reactionary stunts as

the 'Ulster workers st-
rike',organised by MIS
to place the whole pro-

eet, and because it is a
good opportunity to sl-
ander the Micks again,

and to have another ro-

utine bash at 'all
But to have at last Lletariat under Orange- a men

of violence! (i.e. pr-
ovided they are on the
revolutionary side of
the barricades and not
on the 'law-&-order!
side conducting all the
bloodshed). The middle-
class scum in Britain
have poured out far
more 'concern' and 'sy-
mpathy! for the drug-
running crook armmy off-
icer Hayward, himself a
paid assassin of Repub-
licans and now properly
in jail in Sweden for
his criminality,-than
they ever have for the
endless stream of Irish
people murdered by Br-
its in the occupied
zone of Ireland. Adams
was very naive to be so
taken in by all the Fl-
eet Street humbug and
join in with his own
'regrets’, only inevit-
ably to be immediately
attacked for this as
hypocrisy. Armed stru-
ggles inevitably have
tragic innocent conse-
quences. All war does,
-as does all imperial-
ist colonisation,-par-
ticularly Britain's
unparalleled record of
military conquest and
subjugation. For revo-
lutionaries to seem to
be regretting armed st-
ruggle can only create
hopeless confusion, and
only plays into the
hands of the hysteric-
al humbugging capital-
ist media campaign. It
is not for people oppo-
sed to the rotten imp-
erialist system to ex-
press ‘'regrets' for in-
evitable constant tra-
gedy vhich the system
itself,-based as it is
on permanent inter-
class and inter-state
warfare, -is alone res-
ponsible. Let all the
supporters of 'democr-
acy',~ the apologists
for capitalism,- spew
up their hypocritical
‘regrets'. Let commun-
ists get on with the
Job of overthrowing
imperialism.

At this very moment
of well-rehearsed min-
isterial 'horror! that
anyone could commit
such 'dastardly crimes!
etc, the High Court in
London has at last been
forced to listen to the
real story of the Brit-
ish capitalist state's
own monstrous barbarism
in knowingly inflicting
13 years living death
on six innocent working
men just because they
were Irish,-first beat-
en to a pulp to make
them fconfess! to the
Birmingham pudb bombings
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in 1974,and then framed
by ludicrous *forensic!
evidence, and kept en—~
tombed ever since desp-
ite irrefutable evid-
ence of the men's inn-
ocence.

Such are the real st-
andards set by the san-
ctimonious dominant po—
wer throughout the long
tragic history of Brit-
ish aggression against
Ireland.

But as always in the
course of this poison-
ous colonisation, the
British capitalist st-
ate chooses only now in
the aftermath of the
Ennigkillen guerrilla
action (part accident)
to emotionally assault
the British public with
highly provocative mat-
erial about how 'brut-
al' the 'men of viol-
ence' are, etc.

By these cheap chau~
vinistic stunts, Brit-
ish imperialism has hi-
therto been able to dr—
agoon its own mass pub-
lic opinion constantly
behind the continuing
military-colonial agg-
ression & occupation.
It is inevitable that
such hypocritical intr-
ansigence will only dr-
ive Ireland's national-
liberation struggle to
conclude: 'The fight
must go on to force Br-
itish imperialism to
get out of Ireland;
More blows must be str-
uck to convince London
to get the troops out.!
The war of independence
will continue. And Ir-
eland will definitely
finally gain its legi-
timate national aspir-
ations over the whole
of its 32 counties
once more,and not just
26 of them. The British
colonists in the gerry-
mandered remnants of
o0ld TUlster can choose
to become real Irish-
men under the Tricolour
or else leave with the
departing Union Jack
militarism (or stay on,
if really stubborn, as
non-citizen 'economic
immigrants! if the Re-
public is disposed to
treat them generously).

It is the systematic
domineering dishonesty
as typified in MI5's
infamous 'death squad’
activities and their
Stalker-affair cover—
up, and in the Birming-
ham Six frame-up,-which
has always been the
starting-out point in
all Britain's relations
with Ireland, —-an unpa~
ralleled record of co-
lonial vindictiveness,

aggression, and brut-
ality. It stands real-
ity completely on its
head to blame *viole-—
nce' on the national-
liberation movement's
decision to press on
with the armed strugg-
le. British colonial-
ism's permanent dicta~
torship tyranny over
either the whole of
Ireland (up till 1921)
or over the wrenched-
off gerrymandered par-
ts of Ulster under the
evil of Partition (af-
ter 1921) has either
been replied to by the
Republicans with pre-
dominantly political
means, or military me-
ans, or a combination
of both. That is for
supporters of Irish
independence to decide.
The matter for the peo-
ple of Britain to dec-
ide is to end at la-
8t British colonial
domination over any
part of Ireland.

The immediate reunif-
ication of Ireland, ind-
ependent of Britain, has
always been an immedia-
te solution to 'Irela-
nd's Troubles! had Lon-
don ever wished to end
them, and always has
been the only solution.
It is conscious arrog-
ant racist nonsense to
pretend that armed Or-
ange reaction to full
Irish independence cou-
1d'never be risked', -but
that armed Irish react-
ion (fo continued Briti-
sh colonialism) by the
much bigger Republican
population (in Ireland
overall) could be fou-
ght, literally for cen-
turies, with literally
millions of casualties
then the final tally
of the British imperi-
al domination of Ire-
land is finally count-
ed up).

As the Bulletin has
repeatedly explained
for the last two years
(and in perspective
before that),-the out-
standingly important &
dramatic significance
of the Anglo-Irish Tre-
aty is not its cheap &
obvious attempt to deny
armed national-liberat-
ion struggle its vict-
ory in the future 1ib-
eration of Ireland,-as
blatant, reactionary,
and intransigent as
that aspect is,—but in
the way that the merest
acknowledgement by Lon-
don's of Dublin's legi-
timate present & future
role in governing an
eventually-to-be-unif-
ied Ireland has devast-

ated the Orange 'no su-
rrender! bluster at a
stroke,and pricked the
balloon of its threat-
ened 'UDI-armed indep-
endence' boasts.

Without a shot being
fired so far (against
any potential Ian-Smith
~type rebellion by Or-
ange colonists opposed
to the occupied terri-
tory being handed back
its full independence),~
the bombastic Paisley-
ite, UDA, UVF bullies
have shown themselves
to be historically pla-
yed~out men-of-straw,-
all puffed-up with out-
dated illusions of Bri-
tish imperialist might
and influence. ‘'Ulster
will fight, and Ulster
will be right'! may yet
prove to have a destru-
ctive, sour, murderous
sting in its tail, -
like the defeated Somo-
za Contras in Nicarag-
ua, or the Renamo ex-
Portuguese stooges in
Mozambique. But all the
degenerate efforts by
Orange fascism to whip
up colonial resistance
to a Dublin-linked fut-
ure for a reunified fu-
ture whole of Ireland
have hitherto been mis-
erable failures.

The big story out of
Ireland in the last 24
months is not the dipl-
omatic jockeying betw-
een London & Dublin po-
liticians over !'face!
about Diplock Courts,
extradition treaties,&
the like; or about the
IRA allegedly losing
ground; or least of all
about the pretended
Ysetbacks' for Sinn Fe-
in. The big story rem-
ains the catastrophic
collapse of Paisleyite
Orange bluster, not lea-
ding a rebellion but
revealed as nothing mo=-
re than the nasty embi-
ttered stench of unre-
surrectible colonial
bullying.

And the biggest story
to be anticipated out
of Ireland in the com-
ing period is,once ag-
ain, not the collapse
of the Treaty; or any
triumph for 'Northern
Ireland power sharing';
or the collapse of Sinn
Fein or the IRA. Despite
the bilious Rule Brit-
annia chauvinism whipp-
ed up over Enniskillen,
the likeliest next dr-
amatic development in
partitioned Ireland is
terminally vicious con-
frontation between the
British imperialist in-
terests and Orange-
colonial extremiam.

Basically, the 'prot-

estant supremacy'! bluff
of the fake 'British~-
Irish' colonial postur-
ers has already been
called. There are no
serious perspectives
left for the so-called
Ycountry of Northern
Ireland', - a supposed
‘community! with a sor—
did, dubious & unstable
past, a bastard legit-
imacy, and zero future.

It is now clear that
the phony, arrogant, im-
perialist imposition of
'British-Irishness' ef-
fectively died when Lo-
ndon was forced to con-
cede independence to
the bulk of Ireland (26
of the 32 counties) in
1921, ripping out just
part of Ulster (the most
Irish of the four anc-
ient provinces of Ire-
land) to create an art-
ificial gerrymandered
refuge for the dominee-
ring colonists under
the hated Union Jack,

So-called 'Northern
Ireland' has made no
serious community resp-
onse to all of the Pai-
sleyite 'No surrender!
historical gimmickry,-
in spite of much near-
fascist symbolism such
as the torchlight mil-
itary parades, the at-
tempted court-appeara-
nce martyrdom stunts
(not paying TV licenc-
es,car tax,and the like
~or driving into Ire-
land to throw stones,
ete), and bloody prov-
ocations against the
state forces, against
the border, or against
nationalist communities
or symbols.

Orange efforts to cr-
eate provocations to
try to drive the colon-
ist population into a
white South African
‘laager' mentality or
into an Ian Smith-type
UDI-independence armed
rebellion have in fact
read like a catalogue
of Three Stooges cata-
strophes. Several att-
empted general strikes
failed completely, (now
no longer organised by
MI5 as was the notori-
ous 1972 Ulster Workers
Council racket using
armed road blocks to
force people to stay
away from work to wreck
the Sunningdale power-
sharing agreement). A
theatrical midnight ra-
1ly for mass support
for a new 'Covenant!
the style of Carson's
Tory-backed posturing
against Home Rule in
1911-1912 was virtually
rained off for lack of
interest. The fracas
created by Robinson in

in

the Irish Republic to
demonstrate his '‘cont-
empt' for Dublin rule
ended up with him tam-
ely paying up a huge
fine with his tail bet-
ween his legs after a
mere bedraggled handful
of Orange thugs turned
up to back his intended
'‘defiance!' of the Irish
courts.

More recently, things
have even gone from bad
to worse on the ‘'no su-
rrender! front. First
the three Orange 'young
political firebrands®, -
Millar,McCusker,and Ro-
binson,- all bottled
out when craftily hand-
ed responsibility for
drawing up a new ftact—
ical campaign' by Pais-
ley & Molyneaux as acc-—
umulating failures were
beginning to earn only
the cold blast of crit-
icism & ridicule. The
trio toyed with a ret-
urn to 'power-sharing',
-in turn daring the old
leadership to either
personally reject it,or
carry the can for the
climb-down,

Then the collapse be—
came a rout as first
Millar resigned from
his key job as secret-
ary of the Official Un-
ionists Party, - to op-
portunistically take up
a wretched flunkey's
Jjob as a researcher at
London Weekend Televis—
ion. Even more startl-
ingly, the mighty Rob-
inson himself then res-
igned as deputy leader
of Paisley's Democratic
Unionists.

All of the Unionists
had meanwhile crept ba-
ck into the Westminster
Parliament after vowing
'never! to return there
until the Anglo-Irish
Treaty had been torn up,
- and Paisley & Molyme-
aux gracelessly slid
back into talks with
Tom King after equally
loud earlier bombast
that this f'traitor' who
had fcapitulated to Ro-
me rule and to the men
of violence! would nev-
er be acknowledged aga-
ain as having any role
in *Northern Ireland?,
ete.

To cap it all, Sinn
Fein won two recent key
by-elections to Belfast
City Council despite a
huge Establishment cam-
paign against them,and
Jjust when 'armalite &
ballot box'Republican-
ism was supposed to be
‘on its last legs' fol-
lowing the few votes
Sinn Fein gained in the
last elections in the



Irish Republic (easily
explained by the poli-
tical backwardness of
Dublin Green Toryism
and past Republican se-
ctarian-nationalist-
anti-communism, plus by
the complacency widesp—
read throughout the
West until circumstanc-
es force revolutionary
socialist consciousness
onto people).

Paisley was immediat-
ely on the scene at En-
niskillen, of course,to
try to breathe fire
into the dying embers
of 'Ulster will fight,
and Ulster will be ri-
ght', openly calling
for an armed rising
against the Anglo-Irish
Treaty,~ milking the
unplanned bombing for
all it was worth.

Tory backwoodsmen and
old BEmpire establish-
ment interests in Bri-
tain will also be in
full cry against the
end-of-colonialism ca-
pitulation implicit in
the Anglo-Irish Treaty,
(-signed by Iondon und-
er the enforced press-
ures of Washington and
the Common Market due
to the enormous embar-
rassment caused to the
NATO 'freedom' posture
by having internation-
ally-televised scenes
of colonial repression
nightly from the stree-
ts of one of its prin-
ciple 'democratic' lea~
ding states. See other
articles ILWP Books vol
8).
)Prior to the Great
Crash of 1987, there
was little cause to th-
ink that London might
be deflected from its
slow-speed final with-
drawal from Ireland
(under the Anglo-Irish
Treaty) once that dec-
ision was finally agr-
eed to in the broader
interests of the West's
degenerate 'Crusade ag-
ainst Communism',~ the
worldwide masterplan
for imperialism's att-
empted survival overall.

In view of such a
'compromise! retreat
from Ireland going ag-
ainst the whole grain
of Thatcher's personal
petty prejudices, and
in view of the obvious
scornful contempt Brit—
ish jingoism really has
for its 'great American
ally' (-as shown in Lo-
ndon's cocky-venomous
demands for Washington
to 'do something at
last about the US defi-
cit crises'),-—the cir-
cumstances of the int-
ernational balance of
class forces may become

sufficiently confused
or disturbed for the
whole Anglo-Irish Tre-
aty withdrawal perspe-
ctive to be reconside-
red.

But the first indic-
ations are that the Th-
atcherites intend to
stick to their wider
international counter-
revolutionary obligat-
ions and continue to

get the 'Irish quest-
ion! off the agenda as
quickly as decently po-
ssible (in the light of
the damage such an en-
forced retreat does to
the already-shaky imp-
erialist resolve and
perspectives).

London used Enniskil-
len to naturally den-
ounce all 'violent st-
ruggle' and to further
try to ensure that Si-
nn Fein are ousted fr-
om any share in the un-
doubted national-libe-
ration victory their
brilliant independence
fight and guerrilla
war have so famously
won. But the first si-
gns are that Thatcher
& Co will not be defl-
ected from their pres-
ent withdrawal course,
and have themselves im-~
mediately become the gr-
eatest target of Orange
& backwoodsmen hatred,-
not the IRA.

Even if the Anglo-
Irish Treaty does bec-
ome a casualty of chan-
ged conditions, the en-
tire modern epoch of
the conflict with Brit-
ish imperialism remains
a colossal historic tr-
iumph for the national-
liberation and guerril-
la war. Just as in the
first great modern war
of independence from
1916 to 1921, Ireland
is again winning the
final part of its self-
determination arms in
hand.

It is precisely this
revolutionary triumph
which is the most lac-
erating pain for all
the class-collaborating
anti-communist elements
ranged against Sinn
Fein including London

& Dublin, the Orangemen

& SDLP, and all the va-
rious capitalist state
police & military for-
ces determined to up-—
hold Western 'democra-
tic' imperialism's de-
generate prejudiced il-
lusions about 'law &
order'.

Not a single one of
these elements gave a
damn about the endless
tyrannical abuse of 'd-
emocracy' in the occu-

pied zone of Ireland
from 1921 to 1968 when
the permanent and law-
enshrined Partition-
gerrymandered persecu-—
tion of the Irish min-
ority there by the 'B!
Special, Orange-thug
rule finally exploded
in mass revolt and ar-
med struggle.

Only after 19 years
of the IRA/Sinn Pein
refusing to be beaten,
tortured, death squad-
ed, or concentration-
camped into submission
are all the class—
collaborating pro-
'democracy! elements now
pretending that every
reasonable resolution
of Ireland's ancient
'troubles' is readily
available. But in real-
ity, if the battle had
never begun in 1968, no
more would have been
heard about the 'agreed
injustices which need
remedying in Northern
Ireland! than had been
heard from 1921 to 1968,

The holier-than-thou
'disgust' by a church
which has lived for ce-—
nturies off corruption,
treachery, and murderous
feudal~exploitation and
land-grabbing, is con-
cerned really only at
the implications of Si-
nn Fein's determined
independent thinking
on the future of mumbo-
jumbo religious back-
wardness ignorance,
keeping the masses st-
upid and in the hands

of the church.
The opportunist howls

of hypocrisy raised ag-
ainst the IRA/Sinn Fein
this week have nothing
vhatever to do with the
victims of the Ennis-
killen bombing but ev-
erything to do with tr-
ying to rubbish revolu-
tionary struggle in pr-
inciple.

The cretinous social-
democracy of the Daily
Mirror summed up these
petty-bourgeois fears
with its monster head-
line 'The IRA will
NEVER succeed!,~ ignor-
ing the reality of the
Anglo-Irish Treaty's
capitulation (to the Ir-
ish reunification stru-
ggle) to try to make an
idiotic whistling-in-
the-dark wishful think-
ing point about how vi-
ctories should never be
seen to be won (i.e. by
revolution), - regard-
less of whether they
have in fact been won
or not.

Infamously, even the
class-collaborating cr-
etins in Moscow(curren-
tly seeking to impose

'peaceful road to soci-
alism' suicide on the
world proletariat just
in order to get a wor-
thless f'arms reduction!'
symbol (from the relent-
lessly warmongering(and
bankrupt) Reagan admin-
istration) which will
not be worth the paper
it is written on as the
insoluble Western econ-
omic crisis crashes he-
adlong towards inter-
imperialist World War
III - see ILWP Books
vol 11), --even Moscow
felt obliged to stick
the boot into the Irish
national-liberation st—
ruggle and join the bo-
urgeois jeers of hatred
against the Republican
'terrorist violence'.
This revisionist back-~
ing of Western colonial
hypocrisy against Sinn
Fein has no connection
at all with the merely
inter-state diplomatic
tactic of disarmement
talks introduced to sp-
lit apart the superior-
strength imperialists
by Lenin, who famously
rejoiced in the Easter
Rising armed siege un-
leashed by the Republi-
cans in the middle of
Dublin, in 1916, which
saw hundreds of deaths,
-beginning six years of
anti-colonial bombing.

The anti-revolution-—
ary elements eagerly
put themselves out to
condemn the TRA's mis-
directed activity and
error of judgment in
Enniskillen so as to
dance to the tune of
the Western hourgeois
media.

But not a word will
be heard of remotely
similar real campaign-
ing from all these an-
ti-revolutionary elem-
ents, not even from Mos-
cow, making a song &
dance about the truly
monstrous events of 13
years living death imp-
osed on six innocent
Irishmen by a hate-
filled vengeful British
imperialist court over

Books vol 8) have anal-
ysed the disastrous da-
mage to working class
consciousness in Brit-
ain from class-collabo-
ration with imperialism
in general, and in par—
ticular from the longst-
anding immediately ex-
ploitable racist-chauv-
inist contempt towards
Ireland (anti-Irish jo-
kes go back over a hun-
dred years),-the peren-
nial victim of British
colonial vengeance, and
never so hated as when
the 'bog-trotters' dare
to strike back against
their huge domineering
neighbour which has ne-
ver ceased interfering
in Ireland's affairs,-
even insisting for cen-
turies that they were
'London's affairs', and
even renaming Irish ci-
ties like Derry as 'Lo-
ndonderry!,etc.

The sport of baiting
the 'dirty, ungrateful,
violent, ignorant forei-
gner' is still being
played by the British
capitalist state in ge-
neral (%against the Irish)
to keep alive the war-
mongering-jingoist pol-
itical weapon so essen-
tial for the British
ruling class in a cris-
is (as the Falklands
adventure showed) for
diverting the British
Proletariat away from
its own discontent
against the government
(in 1982 Thatcher's
was the most unpopular
this century) into flag
-waving imbecility beh-
ind the Union Jack and
the 'national interest!
as grotesquely distort-
ed by Government & Opp-
osition alike.

And all the time that
London chooses to play
up this 'hate the mad
foreign bomber' atmos-
phere, there is no ch~
ance at all of reasoned
anti~colonialism being
'democratically! impos-
ed on British imperial-
ism's relations with
Ireland (or anywhere

the Birmmingham pub bomb—else the Government ch-

ings, - including it is
now revealed systematic
thug-terror by the Bri-
tish police against th-
eir own members to for-
ce them to keep quiet
about the frame-ups and
the illicitly beaten-
out 'confessions', etc,-
a known fascist state
of affairs which will
profoundly threaten the
future civil rights of
all 50 million people
in Britain until social
ist revolution begins
to put things right.
Other articles (ILWP

ooses to arouse jingo-
istic fervour against).
For British workers,
the only possibility
for sane future British
policies towards Ire-
land (or anywhere else)
lies with overthrowing
the capitalist state in

Britain. The building

of a Leninist movement
here is the only serio-
us 'solidarity' action
that can be taken tow-
ards the Irish victims
(or all the other over—

seas victims) of Briti-o



sh imperialist policy
(and of Western policy
in general).

Building a Leninist
movement here is also
the only real path for
influencing the Irish
national-liberation st-
ruggle towards a more
Marxist revolutionary-
socialist orientation,
and ever further away
from its sectarian
anti-communist past.
Spread the ILWP Bulle-

tin.
62.
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If the IRA really are
now in a position to
storm & capture the ma-
jor prison-fortresses

in Ireland and the occ- the West of its Vietnam-

upied zone to free th-
eir priscners-of-war,-
as Dublin/London press
gossip claims, -then a
totally new dimension
is added to considerat-
ions of strategy for
the defeat of British
colonialism,

The Bulletin briefly
mentioned in its analy-
sis of the Anglo-Irish
Treaty retreat by impe-
rialism two years ago
that the bitter recrim-
inations the pro-Dublin
concessions would unle-
ash(between Qrange fas-
cist diehards and the
majority British estab-
lishment decision for a
slow reunification of
Ireland under Green To-
ry/Catholic/Orange cap-
italist stitch-up)would
give the victorious na-
tional-liberation stru-
&gle the chance to con-
solidate politically

while its immediate en-
emies fell apart and
destroyed each other.
The fiasco of Ennis-
killen and, even worse,
of Adams' naive 'regre-
ts!', seemed to under-
line that great politi=
cal opportunities were
simply not being seen
for dramatically stre-
ngthening the national-

liberation struggle wh-
ile the heroic but cos-

tly armed fight,-cruc-
ial to the triumph over
colonialism but more gr-
eatly dameging on the
Western international
political front than in
local military ascend-
ancy,-was being bravely
kept going but almost
routinely.

But something like a
Tet offensive, ~if it
is truly possible,-
would be a different
perspective entirely to
contemplate.

Pitched battles with

the police-military di-
ctatorship in the occu-~-
pied zone or with the
capitalist state forces
in Ireland would imply
many things, - not lea-
st of all another cha-
nged light on the int-
ernational balance of
class forces(such as
that which so guided
the ILWP's analysis of
the Anglo-Irish Treaty
two years ago as a ser-
ious defeat for, and re-
treat by imperialism).
Ability to sustain &
get away with a Tet
offensive (like that
which destroyed US imp-
erialist & Saigon stoo-
ge military & political
morale at Bue in the
1960s marking the begi-
nning of the end for

war anti-communist cru-
sade) ,~-would mean that
the incredible bolshev-
isation of the nation-
alist population in the
occupied zone,-the real
key to London's enfor-
ced decision to end the
colonisation of this
last corner of Ireland,
~had deepened even more
remarkably.

Only the most discip-
lined outright revolut-
ionary spirit & convic-
tion could enable the
hopelessly outnumbered
IRA & nationalist pop-
ulation to inflict such
a military humiliation
on the British/Orange
colonial forces.

If and when such a
development takes place
~then much more will
have to be discussed
along these lines. Also
reams more will have to
be said about the equal-
ly important shift in
the international bal-
ance of class forces
external to Ireland wh-
ich would have made it
possible for whichever
international anti-
imperialist forces who
are allegedly supplying
the JRA(with their im-
portant new weaponry to
match any important new
class strength Sinn
Fein has won)-to have
done so.

If such startling mi-
litary escalation plans
are really going ahead,
it would be naive to
think that it is Jjust
the result of a chance
shipment of arms or two,
or a one-off piece of
revenge by Gadafi for
the Anglo-US bombing
blitz on Tripoli.If it
happens, it would imply
that much more substa-
ntial international
anti-imperialist forces

have approved the dev-
elopment,-indicating a
change in the standing
of the Irish national-
liberation struggle in
many eyes, as well as a
considerable increase
in hostility to pacif-
ist bullshit and to bo-
urgeois-imperialist id-
eology and the West in
general.

If however the whole
thing does turn out to
be nothing but bizarre
Dublin theatricals put
on for imperialism's
benefit,-then attention
can re-focus on the hi-
therto-existing circum-
stances of London's pa-
inedly slow retreat fr-
om Ireland;Orange bili-
ousness;and Dublin/SDLP
creeping-catholic opp-
ortunism,as reviewed in
the light of the hyste-
rical reaction to Enn-
iskillen by the diehard
British imperialist es-
tablishment and its at-
tendant stooges(Labour
Party, Fleet Street,Ca-
tholic Church,Dublin
Tories,etc - all who
are most terrified that
the eventual national-
liberation victory end-
ing British colonisat-
ion of the occupied
zone will still finally
be seen as a triumph
for revolutionary armed
struggle,-no matter how
much the Anglo-Irish
Treaty has deliberately
obscured matters by so
far getting away with
denying Sinn Fein any
part in its real ach-
ievement).

The Enniskillen 'reg-
rets' plus a recent he-
avy toll in IRA casual-
ties underlines the hu-
ge costliness in cadres,
organisational efforts,
cash, and materials dem~
anded by military stru-
ggle.

Having forced Britain
into the Anglo-Irish
Treaty retreat,the nat-
ional-liberation forces
could have had a rout-
ine military breather
for regroupement,retra-
ining,re-equipment,and
re-orientation {pauses
of a year or more have
been normal in the pa-
st) and an even more
important intensified
political offensive to
cash in on precisely
the really dramatic br-
eakthrough in the bol-
shevisation of the na-
tionalist population,-
the appearance of which
phenomenon in the early
19808 around the heroic
Hunger Strike campaigns
and Bobby Sands histor-
ic election victory was
the final danger signal

of possible future re-
volution all over Ire-
land which made Washi-
ngton & the EEC twist
London's arm to 'get
the Irish question off
the agenda as quickly
as possible! (see ILWP
Books vol 8).

Sinn Fein has taken
a completely non-Lenin-
ist defeatist view of
the Anglo-Irish Treaty
as a setback, not a vic-
tory. But the most de-
pressingly wooden part
of their reaction has
been their seeming in-
difference to learning
any political lessons
from the rich material
of the Treaty,-which
was an undoubted major
event,however it is fi-
nally assessed. It is
poor political educat-
ion of the nationalist
mass movement to make
no pause at all to con~
sider the advantages &
implications of the st-
artling Orange conflict
with London. Correctly
interpreted, the farc-
ical catalogue of mis-
erably failed attempts
by Paisley & Co to re-
create the myths of
Carson's 1911 'No Surr-
ender' rebellion could
have provided Sinn Fein
with endless victory
material with which to
keep the national-libe-
ration struggle still
roaring forward politi-
cally. The exposure of
London's wretched retr-
eat from its infamous
colonial !'guarantee' to
the Orange occupation
gerrymandered over par-
ts of Ulster could have
offered daily propagan-
da triumphs over decay-
ing imperialist intran-
sigence.

Instead, - up to &
including Enniskillen,
the national-liberation
struggle seemed excess-
ively pre-occupied (with
demonstrating its det-
ermination to correctly
keep both military and
political strategies in
the sharpest state of
readiness) to notice the
glant propaganda gains
which the very exist-
ence of the Treaty was
daily putting Sinn
Fein's way,~letting
British retreats, Oran-
ge despair, and Dublin
cowardly opportunism
all off the hook,~ to
some extent.

But while all these
things remain true,of
course, vhatever the
real situation prompt-
ing Dublin's ‘arms se-
arch! theatricals turns
out to be, —they will be
totally overshadowed if

Dublin fears of a Tet
offensive become real-
ity.
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Last year a speculat-
ive, informal, private
discussion among ILWP
cadres about exactly
how British imperial-
ism might complete its
outlined withdrawal
from occupied Ireland
in favour of a 'safe!
re-unification power-
sharing lash-up with
the Dublin Green Tor-
ies, the SDLP, and the
tamed Orange colonials
under the Anglo-Irish
Treaty in the face of
continued trevolution-
ary' determination for
total victory by the
national-liberation st-
ruggle,~-ventured tow-
ards the perhaps surpr-
ising conclusion that
some sort of accommod-
ation with Gerry Adams
would be needed, -and
that the non-Leninist
nationalist weakmesses
in Sinn Fein's politic-
al philosophy might
Jjust make such a stran-
ge outcome possible.

What might be needed,
it was added in sligh-
tly less serious detail-
-was some acceptable
go-between to lend an
air of 'principlée, ‘pro-
gress', and 'credibility’
to the development so
as to guard Adam's
back, -~someone like
Ken Livingstone'!

Lo and behold, comes
January 1988 and remar-
kable talks open betw-
een Gerry Adams and
John Hume, - acceptably
arranged 'at the sugg-
estion' of some anony-
mous interested third
party. Could these
after~dinner speculat-
ions all be true?

What is certainly
true is the collapse
into bitter, futile,im-
potent, back-stabbing,
disintegration by the
so~called 'Ulster Bri-
tish~Irish community!'.
The Orange colonial fa-
scists were always all
wind & piss since the
collapse of the British
Empire post-WWII. Their
historical raison d'et-
re has disappeared.
With little further mo-
ral,strategic,economic,
or politically accept-
able justification, it
was only a matter of
time before the Orange-
men's threats to dren-
ch Ulster in a blood-
bath of 'No Surrender!
rather than 'give up
their birthrights!,etc,
would be put to the






Roy Jenkins, then Home
Secretary.,

Dublin is inevitably
now squawking loudly
about this latest hum-
iliation,demanding an
urgent Hillsborough
summit over the non-
prosecution decision
for the death-squad
killings.

But whether or not
it will insist on exp-
osing the explosive
RUC blackmail threat
to "reveal who gave the
orders for the killings"
etc, remains to be seen.

This is dynamite for
the Dublin bourgeois
police~state, just as it
is for London; their re-
lationship is just a
much larger version of
that between the murd-
ering RUC officers and
the British colonial
state officials who
put them up to it or
condoned it. Dublin too
obviously has its own
secret-police dirty
tricks department, and
vicious crimes to cov-
er up as well. If it
pushes London too hard
over these delicate ex-
posures, it could find
its own complicity in
the colonial stitch-up
exposed in return, -and
to hell with the Treaty,

And too much exposure
of London's imperialist
savagery would not be
in Dublin's interests
either if it hopes to
go on with its Treaty
easy-pickings of re-
unification without ha-
ving to fight for it
(all done by Sinn Fein
and the IRA).

But Gerry Adams him-
self is also now in the
murky picture of the
Hillsborough circus, re-
cently approached (via
John Hume of the SDLP,
and the same Livingst-
one, more than likely, as
the go-between)over a
possible role for Sinn
Fein in the !'power-sha-
ring' stitch~up to pro-
tect British colonial-
ism's retreat and its
Orange-fascist stooges
from complete (and poss-
ibly vengeful) humilia~
tion. The dirty mess of
who knew what, and who
condoned what, —oozing
putridly out of the
RUC's British state-
terrorism role,- is
threatening to point
its finger at more &
more ‘'accomplices',-—
whether really guilty
or not. It is a very
treacherous, tried-and-
tested method by Brit-
ish imperialism for t-
rying to ensure that
the power hand-over

does not get into the
twrong' hands which
might '‘betray' the fraud
of 'Western freedom' by
exposing its real fas-—
cist-dictatorship ess-
ence.

The hope will be to
work on any anti-com-
munist ignorance or
prejudice they can di-
scover or manufacture
in Adams, hoping to ex-
ploit his anti-Lenin-
ist scepticism.

The answer to all
this stench of crimin-
al cover-ups and class-
collaborating ‘power—
sharing' deals must ul-
timately be the dicta-
torship of the prolet-
ariat,even if national
reunification is provi-
sionally accepted mea-
nwhile (-whatever Brit-
ains's mealy-mouthed
terms for getting out-)
as correctly complet-
ing the 'independence!
stage of the 'liberat-
ion' struggle at least,
Build the Leninist pa-
rty. Spread the ILWP
Bulletin.

65.
February 3,1988
(Bulletin 429)

The farcical outrage
of the Appeal Court's
decision (to perpetuate
the police frame-up of
the Birmingham Six), co-
ming on top of White-
hallt's refusal to pro-
secute the RUC death-
squads & their cover-up,-
has given the Republic
of Ireland an unparall-
eled opportunity to ex-
pose British imperial-
ism's tyranny over the
illegally partitioned &
colonised Occupied Zone.,

But the Green bourge-
olsie is far more worr-
ied about the potential
revolutionary socialist
implications of Sinn
Fein's bolshevisation
of the nationalist pop-
ulation in the north
than it is about monop-
oly-capitalist persecu-~
tion of the Irish both
in Britain and the col-
onial enclave dividing
Ulster.

The grasping million-
aire spiv Haughey kmows
that his bread is butt-
ered on the side of the
Western imperialist
alliance continuing to
keep even the slightest
threat of communism at
bay throughout the
"free" world.

Some of the socialist
rhetoric of the "men of
violence" (actually com-
pleting Ireland's nati-
onal-liberation strugg-
le against British col-

onialism) frightens the
striped pants off the
Green establishment in
Dublin whose age-old
posturing about "re-
unification” and "the
Republic", etc, is pure
election bluster so as
to keep their snouts in
the gravy of office.

Haughey, Fitzgerald &
Co will gladly turn out
the entire army & pol-
ice in the Republic to
hunt down the organis-
ers of Ireland's heroic
national-liberation st-
ruggle or to seize th-
eir hard-won weapons,-
some on the very day of
the latest Appeal Court
imperialist arrogance.

But when it comes to
lifting a finger to
help six Irishmen impr-
isoned for life by the
colonial masters on a
police frame-up based
on ludicrously contrad-
ictory & unbelievable
"confessions" beaten
out of them with barba-
ric brutality and back-
ed up by the most lau-
ghable "forensic evid-
ence" in the whole his-
tory of bent "British
Jjustice", ~~the opport-
unist Dublin bourgeoi-
sie will only unconvi-
ncingly bleat "unfair"
while licking their
lips at the next spoils
the relationship with
London might bring them.

The Anglo-Irish Trea-
ty is unlikely to be
abandoned by Dublin in
protest against the Bi-
rmingham Six scandal,or
against the even more
sinister death-squads
cover-up in the Occup-
ied Zone, -~even despite
the explosive publicity
that is now receiving
from Stalker's astoni-
shing revelations in
the press & in his book.

The Treaty promises
eventually to make the
bourgeois grubbers (on
the Dail merry-go-round
political bosses of all
32 counties of Ireland
once again,-eventually,-
provided Sinn Fein's
bolshevik organisation
of the nationalist pop-
ulation in the north,
and its socialist agit-
ation, can somehow be
either suppressed at
last on the strength
of the "re-unification"
fraud,~or bought off in
some way under the same
Treaty measures.

Either route,the Dub-
1lin stooges of British
imperialism see the na-
tional-liberation stru-
ggle as the real obst-
acle to their further
political & financial
ambitions; - and their
standing in the eyes of

London & Washington as
their best bet for an
even richer & longer
meal-ticket,~for life
if they play their ca~
rds right.

Haughey & Co's inten-
tions will be to be
seen to be "kicking up
a huge fuss" in the Tr-
eaty conference discus-
sions about Stalker,
Birmingham, and other
humiliations for Irish
national independence,-
to keep their Republic-
an credentials green,--
but to withstand the
real pressure from bel-
ow in Ireland to actua-
1lly do something about
these latest British
colonial outrages.

But even if they get
away with it this time,
the Dublin establishm-
ent is still in a deep
mess., The international
capitalist economic cri-
sis is hitting Ireland
harder than most of the
tfree' world. And what-
ever filthy deals the
Green bourgeoisie do
with London (or the Was-
hington overseers)to
betray the national-
liberation struggle,-
the very upheaval its-
elf of the revolt in
the north is going to
remain an endlessly th-
reatening influence to
the staid middle-class
political circus in the
slump-ridden South.

The outstanding self-
sacrifice, principle, and
political far-sighted-
ness of the national-
liberation struggle
will yet stand in triu-
mphant scorn over the
cowardly, class-collabo-
rating treachery of the
renegades in the South.

If not through the pr-
esent Sinn Fein/IRA le-
aders (who have yet to
ditch nationalism for
Leninism), then at some
certain future stage,~
not too far distant,-the
revolutionary struggle
for materialist solut-
ions (communism), arms-in-
hand, will prevail over
the decadent greed &
opportunism of the cap-
italist police state,-
whether Green, or Red
White and Blue. Build
Leninism.

66.
February 24,1988
(Bulletin 432)

The longterm NATO and
EEC fears that crisis-
ridden Ireland (both the
Republic and the milit-
arily-occupied colony
in the north) might be
collapsing towards a
communist takeover pro-

vide the background to
the peculiar humiliat-
ions, hoaxes, and tortu-
ous negotations of the
past fortnight.

The key to understan-
ding the frequently
haphazard but occasion-
ally suspiciously con-
spiratorial goings-on
is the perpetual theme
that whatever else may
happen or be striven
for, the one constant
requirement is that re-
volutionary Irish comm-
unists should continue
to be wiped out or hun-
ted down as rapidly and
on as wide a scale as
possible.

This paramount prepa-
ration for preventing
Ireland from sliding
into not-too-distant
revolutionary socialist
turmoil requires both a
steady stream of deaths
or incarceration of sp-
ecific 'dangerous! ind-
ividuals as well as an
established patterm, if
possible, of frame-up
mechanisms or death-
squad killings in gen-
eral,

This tall order is
especially difficult to
put through at a time
when the Anglo-Irish
Treaty is attempting to
clean up Dublin's tatt-
ered 'Republican' post-
ure via Hillsborough's
"reunification" elem-
ents, while simultane-~
ously not damaging Br-
itain's broader "free-
world" (i.e.anti-commun~
ist & anti-national-
liberation struggle)
"security" stance, and
all to the background
of the need to overcome
the resistance (to all
these changes) by the
Orange fascist bourge-
oisie but without eith-
er totally destroying
them in the process nor
encouraging too much
"No Surrender" intrans-
igence.

This astonishing in-
trigue & balancing act
has all been made nec-
essary by the remark-
able bolshevisation of
the nationalist popula-
tion in the occupied
zone achieved by Sinn
Fein and the IRA,- a
spine-chilling factor
which has kept washing-
ton and the Common Mar-
ket powers in a growing
state of mesmerised al-
arm for years.

An ultimate revoluti-
onary triumph in the
occupied zone, arms-in-
hand, for the independ-
ence struggle was bad
enough to contemplate
in a colonial war which
British imperialism co-
uld never win and would






60

pretensions in recent
weeks peculiarly risk
provoking the Green To-
ries too far in their
tortuous efforts to
preserve their 'Repub-
lican' posture in front
of mass opinion in the
South.

Which in turn raises
the suspicion that the
Foreign Office might
yet still be keeping
its options open about
not in fact going thr-
ough with the Anglo-
Irish Treaty after all,
—in order to keep the
conflict going with
Ireland as a possible
future war opponent if
Argentina will not play
ball again next time
round that jingoistic
conflict abroad is re-
quired to prop up a
shaky capitalist regime
at home, or if a suita-
bly weak alternative
to the Galtieri regime
cannot be found else-
where such as in Spain
over the festering Gi-
braltar sore,e.g .Such
deliberate sabotage by
Britain itself of the
Anglo-Irish Treaty,-as
well as the scarcely
credible prospect of
consciously provoking
the conflict in the op—
posite direction towa-
rds war with Ireland,-
must remain very long
odds against, and very
speculative, at this
stage.

But huge upheavals
are afoot inside the
Western imperialist
camp in general as the
lethal trade-war cut-
throat competition to
survive the slump beg-
ins to hot up in earn-
est internationally. It
is certain that every
ruling bourgeois reg-
ime throughout the tot-
tering ! free world' is
keeping as many options
open as possible,- and
nothing can be ruled
out in such a period of
tumultuous change and
decay.

67. March 9,1988
(Bulletin 434)

Even after a full tr-
ial & conviction, there
is no death sentence in
Britain for "being part
of an IRA active servi-
ce unit". There are jail
sentences if guilt is
proved beyond reasona-
ble doubt.

Still less is there
any legal provision in
Britain for people to
be shot on sight by un-
iformed mercenaries on
suspicion of intentions
in that direction. There

is arrest, interrogation,
and possible charges of
planning to cause an
offence, or,~ (to get a
bigger jail sentence), -
of 'conspiracy' to cau-
se an offence.

What took place in
Gibraltar was the !'jud-
icial! murder on the
streets of three unarm-
ed persons (nominally
British citizens) by
armed & uniformed rep-
resentatives of British
colonial fascism becau-
se of the victims' all-
egiance to the cause of
the Irish national-lib-
eration struggle.

This is fascism. This
is not one iota differ-
ent from that phase of
bourgeois-imperialist
class rule when the di-
ctatorship becomes op-
enly expressed as a
nazi or police-state
regime. Fascism is mer-
ely the glorification
of ruling-class unifor-
med domination & thugg-
ery as opposed to its
more usual discreet
concealment (behind the

tdemocratic! facade of
Parliament, etc, and all
the quieter class-dis-
crimination & race-
discrimination hypocr-
isy that always goes
with such 'rule-of-law!
& 'liberal' systems).

A very frequent com-
ponent of a trend tow-
ards open fascist rule
in a period of profound
crisis for the bourge-
ois-imperialist system
(worldwide) is the ling-
ering on of a tame dis-
credited 'parliament!
of class-collaborating
stooges too terrified
& too petty-bourgeois-
corrupted to dare raise
a single voice against
the authoritarian bully-
ing being rehearsed by
the Big Bourgeois Est-
ablishment.

In the Commons this
week, the Labour, Liber-
al, SDP, Tory, and bourg-
eois Scots & Welsh rep-
tiles were more than a
match for their Central
European predecessors
of the 193%0s whose cow-
ardly degeneracy saw
one fascist regime aft-
er another come to pow-
er there.

Not one single chall-
enge was made to the
monstrous depravity of
gunning down IRA susp-
ects in cold blood.

Not a single penetra-
ting question was posed
to the nauseating Goe-
bbels~speak dished up
by the Tory mini-nazis
about the victims hav-
ing "made movements"
which "necessitated"
them being riddled with

bullets in the head &
body in broad daylight
on an open pavement by
a gunman standing right
on top of them.

What filthy loathsome
lies. And not one peep
out of the entire ass~-
embled Labour ranks op-
posite.

The Tory Goebbels pu-
tting out that contemp-
tible cynicism had no
knowledge of any "move-
ments" or anything else.

The victims were un-
armed. They were crept
up on and killed with-
out warning.

Even the cowardly
capitalist press,while
inevitably using its
"freedom" to completely
& deliberately conceal
the fascist death-squad
implications of this
criminal British imper-
ialist aggression (and
to protect the servile
House of Commons accom-
plices to the judicial
murder),- had to admit a
hint or two of this of-
ficial nazi atrocity:

An account of the deaths at
variance to that provided in the
Commons was given by Mrs
Pepi Celecia, a housewife in Gi-
braltar, who said that the three
had been shot “in cold blood”
by a man presumed to be a
member of the British security
forces.

Mrs Celecia, who lives near a
petrol station in Winston Chur-
chill Avenue, was looking out
of her window at ahout 3.30pm
on Sunday afternoon. “i was
watching a couple walkgng
down the road in the direction
of the border.” she said. “when
I saw a blond man come up be-
hind them and, without any
warning, he shot at them. The
woman, who was carrying a
large shoulder bag, fell to the
ground immediately. .

“The young man, who was in
a white tracksuit and running
shoes, staggered towards the
service station. The man fired
at him four or five times more
and he collapsed with blood all
over the place.” She said that a
police car had roared up to the
gunman, who immediately
jumped in. The car did a U-turn
and sped away.

“Jt was quite a while later be-
fore other police cars and am-
bulances arrived.”

But these Fleet Stre-
et monopoly 'guardians
of democracy'! were nat-
urally careful not to
probe too deeply into
how the carefully-cont-
rolled hysteria/propag-
anda mechanism was cr-
anked up, Goebbels fash-
ion, to deliberately
enflame hatred,panic,
and every kind of irra-
tionality by mention of
"deaths & casualties
running into three fig-
ures having been narr-
owly averted" etc,-when
no car bomb had even
been discovered at all.
These !'free press' gut-
ter~hounds of the bour-
geois-imperialist syst-

ish lifestyles resting
on the survival of Wes-
tern colonial-fascist
warmongering to like

the idea of too much ho-

nest reporting.

Not only was all the
blatant deception,half-
truths, double-speak, and
lying innuendoes about
this story, -(which ree-
ked from start to fin-
ish of a depraved stunt),
-ignored completely by
Press & Parliament,-
not even asking if the
crucial warning "Armed
Police" had been shout-
ed, etc; or why the lone
killer had been spirit-
ed away against all the
police rules (see Stalk-
er's complaints about
the death squads in the
occupied zone of Irela-
nd); or who he was; or
how it could be assert-
ed that the victims had
"made movements" when
there was just one lone
gumman who had now dis-
appeared;etc,etc,etc,—
but the Labourites were
complaining that the
atrocity had not been
inflicted on the Irish
nationalists viciously
or violently enough!

"Can you reassure us
that all the suspects
involved have been
shot?" asked the disg-
usting obese oaf George
Robertson, the joke 'fo-
reign affairs' spokes-
man for the ludicrous
Labour Party,inviting
the fascist death squ-
ads to round up some
more Irish accents for
summary killing on the
streets.

"These people must
be dealt with," Robert-
son urged on, getting
his vicarious lynch-mob
thrills from the nazi
atrocity, and adding his
"congratulations'" to
all concerned in the
cold-blooded murders.

With a "labour" party
like this, —and with an
armed capitalist state
fully conscious of the
brutal lessons of imp-—
erialist/colonialist
history of the need for
total ruthless brutal
repression once the
"necessity" for crush-
ing the enemies of cap-
italism has been decid-
ed upon, -fascist tyr-
anny against the prole-
tariat in Britain (as
the incurable crisis of
permanent mass unempl-
oyment & poverty deep-
ens) could be achieved
without the need for an

suffered by workers in
Britain until the whole
scene of burned Reichs-
tag, swastika armbands,
crazed master-race the-
ory, and concentration
camps for communists &
non-Aryans has been re-
stored.They were merely
the trimmings peculiar
to German imperialist
history. If 'shoot-on-
sight' becomes the law
against all *enemies of
democracy', then all the
essentials of police-
state rule are there
already.

Why burn the Reichs-
tag (parliament) when
the Commons is in any
case already a total
stooge instrument for
every last scrap of We-
stern imperialism's po-
stwar anti-communist
hysteria, arms-race war-
mongering, and secret-
police/CIA intriguing
against the national-
liberation struggles &
revolutionary movements
(- with Labour having
initiated most of the
more degenerate stunts
such as the invasion of
Greece to prevent the
partizan liberation and
restore the fascist mon-
archy; the massacring of
the Malayan socialist
national-liberation;the
invasion of Korea to
restore capitalism;the
founding of the NATO
counter-revolutionary
forces which have pro-
ppred up reaction in
more than 200 acts of
postwar colonial inter-
vention by the West;the
slaughter of Aden's li-
beration movement;the
imposition of the Zion-
ist-fascist colonisat-
ion of Palestine;the
reimposition of police-
military dictatorship
over the occupied col-
onised zone of Ireland
in 1968;the introduct-
ion of the Long Kesh
concentration camp de-
tention~-without-trial
system there and the
Gough Barracks torture
regime,etc;the establ-
ishment of Smith's nazi
tyranny in Rhodesiajthe
offer of military help
to the US nazi occupat-
ion of Vietnam;the del-
iberate creation of co-
mmunal divisions & vio-
lence to keep the Ind-
ian sub-continent weak,
backward, and away from
socialist revolution
after independence;the
conscious nuclear esca-
lation of the anti-Sov-

overtly nazi-party take-iet arms race post-1945

over.

The anti-Leninist sw-
amp is kidding itself
if it insists that no

etc,etcb

Why bother with swas-
tike armbands (which Ge-
rman bourgeois history

em have their own lav- fascist tyranny can be needed for greater re-






Washington (plus the
NATO capitals) will be
echoing these sentime-
nts in pursuit of their
outline strategic plan
for recruiting Dublin
to the Western warmong-
ering anti-communist ca
use as a price for cash
aid to Ireland, as a su-
rer check on the revol-
utionary implications
of the IRA/Sinn Fein
national-liberation st-
ruggle, and as a salve
to the injured pride of
London and the Orange-
men.,

The correlation of
this American influence
(and from world opinion
generally) towards Ire-
land's independence
lies in the latest de-
fiant confirmation of
its undying source,-
the unbeatable resist-
ance of the Irish to
British domination, no
matter how vicious, bu-
1lying, or humiliating.

The bourgeois swamp
(from Parliament & Fleet
Street to the Trots)co-
uld not possibly have
got the boot more on
the wrong foot with th-
eir outraged, squeamish,
middle-class sanctimony
& humbug about the "fu-
tile & criminal terror-
ist violence" of the
national-liberation st-
ruggle "which cannot
possibly hope to win,
and which can only al-
ienate everybody,and
play into the hands of
reaction", etc.

It is British coloni-
alism which cannot win.
And by denying British
colonialism its victory
for the past 700 years
no less,-and in partic-
ular since the scandal-
ous fascist fiction of
'Protestant Northern
Ireland! was invented
in 1921 by ripping pa-
rts of six of Ulster's
nine counties away from
Ireland,--the Irish na-
tional-liberation stru-
ggle has indeed finally
come closer than ever
towards winning.

By defying, without
flinching, British colo-
nial brutality once ag-
ain, - at Milltown, on
the Monaghan border, in
Gibraltar, in the crazed
Andersonstown attack,
etc,- Ireland's nation-
alists will have again
convinced everybody
that no matter how big
an advantage British
intelligence, bribexry,or
colonial thuggery may
temporarily gain over
them, the liberation st-
ruggle will not only

zcontinue but will adva-
nce ever closer towards

outright communist rev-
olution the longer ind-
ependence is denied.

It is this clear con-
firmation of the threat
of further bolshevisat-
ion of the proletariat
in the occupied zone,~
contained in the bare-
handed tackling of arm-
ed gunmen by ordinary
crowds at the Milltown
and Andersonstown fun-
eral gatherings, -that
will have startled new
urgency from another
source of influence on
London, - the Catholic
Church, already so cruc-
ial for trying to keep
the Irish masses back-
ward.

"Much more revolution-
ary stimulation on Ire-
land from seeing unarm-
ed masses take on their
armed fascist-colonial
class enemies bare-
handed, - and it will
not be absolution on
the agenda so much as
the dictatorship of the
proletariat", ~is the

terrified priestly view.

Playing for the long-
term perspective of an-
other 1,500 years in
the saddle, the land-
rich feudal clergy only
baulk at signs of com-
munism, and cunningly
try to ride the curr-
ents of 'mere' revolut-
ionary nationalism, (-as
uncomfortable as it so-
metimes makes their im-~
perialist-mercenary
souls at too accurate
a scientific political
materialism by Sinn
Fein with all its anti-
obscurantist dangers).

Surprisingly, it is
possibly the Catholic
Church which might be
the keenest advocates
for capitulating to
Sinn Fein's "British
troops out" demands
before the nationalist
proletarian mass move-
ment is driven even c-
loser towards bolshev-
isation by the milit-
ary dictatorship and
the Orange fascist-
colonial outrages.

Just as desperate
(though of lesser inf-
luence) for faster pr-
ogress with the reuni-
fication Treaty (so as
to spike Sinn Fein's
guns) are the 'constit-
utional! stooge-natio-
nalists, the SDLP, who
are having the 'Catho-
lic voter' ground cut
from under them by the
revolutionary-proletar-
ian class appeal of
the TRA/Sinn Fein nati-
onal-liberation strug-
gle against British im
perialism.

Their eagerness for
a quick compromise (for
fear of their petty-
bourgeois reformist
illusions being wiped
out for ever by revol-
utionary war) is refl-
ected in their now op-
en willingness to be
seen to be the message
carriers between Sinn
Fein and the British
Establishment.

Perhaps the surpris-
ingly least obstacle
to the full participa-
tion of Sinn Fein/IRA
(in the historic reuni-
fication negotiations
which their national-
liberation struggle
has brought about), -may
be raised by the colo~
nial-fascist Orangemen.

But as the Bulletin
pointed out from the
beginning, the Treaty's
albeit snail's pace
'reunfication! implica
tions nevertheless re-
presented a colossal
historic undermining
of the 'No Surrender!
guarantees to 'British
Ireland'. Although the
fraudulent 'majority-
decision! humbug (within
the ripped-out gerry-
mandered artificial
borders of !'Northern!
Ireland)was still spun
out, its unsupportable
bogusness had never
been more glaring with
the Treaty's authoris-
ation for a legitimate
Dublin say in how the
affairs of the occup~
ied zone should hence-
forth be managed.

And as the ILWP cor-
rectly analysed in ad-
vance, the threatened
Orange~fascist UDI 'r-
evolt' to make the co-
lony 'ungovernable!
would not only prove
to be a hoax but would
also force Britain's
hand over withdrawing
even faster,-once it
was seen that the pr-
etended 'British Ire-
land' so-called 'comm-
unity!' was nothing but
outdated end-of-empire
hot air, (even if indiv-
idual colonial-fascist
thugs could cause iso-
lated acts of terror).

The Bulletin's chro-
nicling of the Orange-
colonial disintegration
(in step with the de-
cline of British impe-
rialism's relative in-
ternational strength)
can now be brought up
to date with the most
remarkable climb-down
of all as the !'protes-
tant' leaders have, in
code, now effectively
admitted that not only
can they no longer ex-
pect to hold back the

reunification implica-
tions of the Treaty
(while still pretend-
ing that all they are
doing is reiterating
their 'longstanding su-
pport! for some form
of 'devolved governm-
ent'), —even themselves
proposing direct talks
with Dublin;-~but that
they even no longer
make it an absolute
condition for coopera-
tion that the 'crimin-
al Sinn Fein terrori-
sts' be excluded from
all the talking. Their
insistence now is only
that 'good will' be
shown on all sides.

An oddly bigger thr-
eat to the Treaty's
constipated & hypocri-
tical 'reunification!
process still comes
from British imperial-
ism itself(which intro
duced it in the first
place), -from the conti-
nuing divisions in Wh-
itehall about the ent-
ire retreat from emp-
ire.

Some of the more ve-
nomously counter-revo-
lutionary sections of
the secret service, the
police, the military,
the judiciary, the for-
eign office, and the
home office are still
dreaming of the final
great anti-communist
showdown which will
rid the world of the
national-liberation
and bolshevik menace
once and for all.

The reactionary ele-
ments around MI6 & MIS
and the Special Branch
(which organised the
phony 'Ulster Workers
Council' strike in
1973 which sabotaged
Heath's Sunningdale de-
volutionary plans so
that the imperialist
establishment could co-
ntinue its Gestapo po-
lice-state experiments
on the occupied zone
(of torture barracks,
concentration camps,
midnight blitz-terror
raids on housing esta-
tes, no-jury hearsay
'courts', 'supergrass'’
perjury & bribery sys-
tems, death-squad ass-
assinations, other me-
thods of judicial ki-
llings,-etc),) -are st-
ill hard at work sabo-
taging the Stalker in-
quiry into the shoot-
on-sight methods, lobby-
ing successfully ag-
ainst any reprieve for
the framed Birmingham
Six and Guildford Four,
and generally manipula-
ting British capitalist
press propaganda to

prepare for possible
war hysteria against
the Irish Republic as
well as for a renewed
onslaught against the
nationalist population
in the occupied zone.

The less fascist-
minded 'compromisers!
in Whitehall are almost
Just as worried that
the spectacle of yet
another long-running
bloody & costly coun-
ter-revolutionary cam—
paign in the colonies
ending in negotiated
settlement with the
anathematised !'terror-
ist enemy' (as was fin-
ally conceded in Kenya
Aden, Cyprus, etc) might
prove to be the last
straw for dying Briti-
sh imperialism's weak-
ened back, -especially
capitulating so close
to home, and to the Ir-
ish of all people, after
700 years of contempt-
uous humiliation of
them. (A11 of which con-
siderations illustrate
what a powerful posit-
ion Gerry Adams has
been placed in by the
circumstances of Brit-
ish colonialism's fin-
al demise, - (see below).
The crisis shows signs
of moving towards "How
little will Adams set-
tle for?" for its res-
olution).

Does Whitehall (and
Thatcher) dare capitu~
late to Gerry Adams af-
ter all the racist ag-
gression that has been
said & done against
the 'men of violence'l
But does it dare not
to capitulate in view
of the desperate mess
its Treaty 'solutiont
is in; the impossibili-
ty of breaking the na-
tionalist proletariat
from supporting the
IRA and becoming incr-
easingly bolshevised
in the process;and the
panic-ridden bad react-
ion in the rest of the
slump-haunted 'free
West' (losing the fight
against the world soci-
alist revolution) to
the propaganda night-
mare of brutally repr-
essive colonial war
daily on world TV scr-
eens from the 'Mother
of Parliaments! democ-
racy?

The fascist reactio-
naries in Whitehall
slaver over prospects
of wider warmongering
on the international
fronts of inter-imper-
ialist trade-war (and
conflicts over resourc-
es, markets, and politi-
cal influence like the
Falkland gunboat dipl-



omacy windfall which
saved the unpopular
Thatcher government's
bacon in 1982);0f ever-
murkier anti-communist
intrigues & subversion;
and of increasing op-
portunities for anti-
national-liberation
proxy & mercenary wars
such as are being fin-
anced by Western mono-
poly capitalism in An-
gola,Mozambique,Afgha~
nistan,Ethiopia,Kampu~
chea,Nicaragua,etc,to
undermine the world
socialist camp. There
are undoubtedly wild-
men Rambo circles who
have already elaborat-
ed detailed plans for
triumphant Union Jack-
waving military aggre-
ssion against the Iri-
sh Republic as a dege-
nerate 'way out of!
the insoluble mess in
the occupied zone,-
trying one last fascist
blitzkrieg 'final sol-
ution' against their
national-liberation o-
pponents in Ireland.
Aside from these de-
praved imperialist war-
mongering ambi tions (wh-
ich could easily bec-
ome an appalling real-
ity if the West's in-
curable international
economic crisis lurch-
es too frighteningly &
too suddenly in the wnr-
ong direction, threat-
ening the British bou-
rgeoisie with extinct-
ion in a trade-war ca-
tastrophe or a revolu-
tionary domestic civil
war), ~ -perhaps the
greatest opposition to
involving Sinn Fein in
speeded-up provisions
of the Treaty's reuni-
fication & British wi-
thdrawal perspectives
may come from the Gr-
een Tories in Dublin.
These fake Dail !'re-
publicans', (-alleged
tinheritorst of the
1916 Rebellion tradi-
tions, and of the inde-
pendence guerrilla
'terrorist! war fought
against the Black &
Tans, and of the subs~
equent civil war stu-~
bbornness fought ins-
ide Ireland between
the pro-and anti- fac-
tions around the not-
orious 1921 Treaty),~—
feel more threatened
than anyone by too ob-
vious & glittering a
triumph for the nati-
onal-liberation stru-
gg8le in the north.
These wretched 'neu-
tral! stooges for Wes-
tern monopoly-~imperia-
1list interests in Ire-
land are being asked
under the Treaty to

step forward as the
prize-gathering 'her-
oes' of the reunific-
ation provisions, but
they already feel al-
most naked and justif-
iably vulnerable under
the spotlight's glare.
Their cowardly acce-
ptance of the infamous
gerrymandered 'North-~
ern Ireland' border
ripped out of the Re-
public at the point of
Black & Tan bayonets,-
(acceptance in practice
whatever hostility in
words their snivelling
tconstitution' preten~-
ded),--has left these
Green Tory mercenary
opportunists incapable
of adequately defend-
ing the Irish Republi-
c's legitimate nation-
al aspirations (from
British domineering

arrogance & brutality)
after generations of

fat bourgeois office-
seeking and profiteer-
ing.

After just a handful
of major incidents und-
er the Treaty's new
* joint authority' pro-
visions,the Dublin pol-
itical circus has only
richly confirmed the
contempt in which it
was rightly held since
1921(by Ireland's real
revolutionaries)by its
pathetic reluctance to
stand up to British bu-
1lying.

But what makes this
exposure of bourgeois
spinelessness more da-
ngerous than ever for
the Green Tories is
that it now augments
the contempt in which
the Dail circus was
already held by the
disillusioned masses
in the 26-county Repu~
blic itself at the chr-
onic failures of so-
called 'independence!
since 1921 to make any
impression at all on
the general economic &
social malaise of West-
ern capitalism.

There are precarious
economic problems in
the South, and massive
unemployment, as well
as a rapidly maturing
militant labour move~
ment which is one of
the most threatening
in the entire Common
Market.

It is Washington's
longer-term fear of
what impact the unres-
olved revolutionary
national-liberation
struggle in the occup-
ied zone might eventua
11y have on the insol-
uble economic difficu~
lties of the South (un~-
der the worldwide imp-

erialist slump) that
has persuaded Congress
to press Britain to
find a way of ending
the running sore of mi-
litary occupation and
the hated Partition
once & for all,

These fears worry
Dublin even more, but
from a slightly differ
ent angle of being di-
rectly scared about th-
eir own miserable sur-
vival politically.They
fear revolution in the
South, but they fear al-
most as much having to
see the genuine Sinn
Fein republicans being
lionised as the real
heroes of Ireland's
long-awaited reunific-
ation.

There could be circ-
umstances in which Si-
mn Fein don't choose
to play a minor role
as despised !'revoluti-
onary socialist! oppo-
sition in a reunified
Ireland but instead
insist on their right
as nationalists to a
prominent & public pa=-
rticipation in the re~
unification arrange-
ments for government,

This is presumably
the kernel of what is
being discussed with
the SDLP and relayed
to Gauleiter King.

Sinn Fein's interest-
ing political record
of basic nationalist
ideology verging towa-
rds Leninist clarity
on broader anti-imper-
ialist tactics as well
as a growing interest
in Leninist revolutio-
nary socialist philos-
ophy as well,-——makes
the precise outcome
hard to predict,--{(as-
suming that these ten-
tative feelers towards
such an astonishing
reunification deal in-
volving Sinn Fein do
go ahead, and are not
spiked by imperialist
reaction for one reas-
on or another).

It would be a coloss-
al and properly claim-
ed victory for the na-
tional-liberation stru-
ggle even if Sinn Fein
settles for just a ph-
ony 'democratic! stru-
cture (concealing con-
tinued intermational
monopoly~capitalist
domination) under the

treunification' flag.
The ending of Partit-
ion and the infamous
British colony after
prolonged armed nation-
al-liberation struggle
would, after all, be co-
rrectly seen as one of
the great revolutionary

triumphs of all time.

Nor would such a ha-
1fway-house deal {(which
still left Ireland fir-
mly in the imperialist
market-economy camp) in
any way prevent Sinn
Fein from honourably
pursuing its revoluti-
onary socialist inter-
ests subsequently in
any form it chose,-
the national-liberati-
on formal element of
its struggle having
been triumphantly com—
pleted.

But the glaring in-
completeness of Sinn
Fein's adherence to
Leninism, however, must
place the odds very
highly on Adams & Co
entering into a full-
scale !'democratic' ca-
pitalist arrangement
after reunification,-
if such a deal is ever
in fact offered them.

All of which,as poin
ted out above, puts Ad-
ams in an amazingly
influential position
if all of this works
out as indicated.

And it is this cons-
ideration which must
be giving London & Du-
blin,in particular,ni-
ghtmares.

Sinn Fein & the IRA
will not be fooled or
intimidated by the be-
lated fascist-aggress-
ion Rambo burst by the
reactionary British im-
perialist circles. They
have been through all
those sinister threats
and savagery before.

Nor will Adams & Co
easily be conned or
flattered into under-
playing their own ach-
ievements once it is
clear that London is
desperate for a deal.
They have an astute
understanding of the
mechanics and politic-
al difficulties of dy-
ing colonialism.

But Sinn Pein is al-
most certainly still
insufficiently Lenin-
ist to hold on firmly
to a completely revol-
utionary perspective
of letting the occup-
jed-zone cancer degen-
erate all the way into
total collapse by the
capitalist authorities,
and the revolutionary
seizure of power for
building a workers st-
ate by Sinn Fein's bo-
1lshevised mass movem-
ent.

But if a deal does
emerge from these dra-
matic latest shifts in
the negotiations, it
will be fascinating to
see exactly what sort
of deal, and to try to

gauge how long a 're~
unified! Ireland can
stagger on under capi-
talist crisis before
its once-more unfulfi-
lled national aspirat-
ions crash into the
glaring need for the
socialist revolution
to finally make possi-
ble the building of a
flourishing Ireland to
complete the age-old
dreams of all its peo~
ple. Build Leninism.
Spread the IILWP Bulle-
tin,

69. May 4,1988
(Bulletin 442)

The Thatcher-backed
reactionary frenzy ag-
ainst TV's exposure of
the SAS murders of Ir-
ish nationalists in
Gibraltar is a clear
warning of things to
come,

So far advanced is
the general warmonger-
ing crisis of capital-
ism that already on
such occasions, the
issue for the most ra-
bid imperialist circl-
es is not reason, logic,
or the details, but
the simple screech of
"Whose side are you on
—Qurs or the enemy's?"

The frustrating dif-
ficulty for the right
wing in this instance
is that the British
capitalist state has
already been waging
all-out war against
the IRA for the past
20 years, -so the mind-
less fascist response
of "Now let's get re-
ally tough" raises far
more awkward questions
& problems than it so-
lves.

But such maddening
impotence in this par-
ticular case will only
underline the general
ruling-class trend to-
wards increasingly fr-
ank Nazi aggressivene-
88 in both form and
content over the ent-
ire political spectrum,

The longstanding wh-
itehall plans(see IIWP
Books vol 8) for an
eventual 'solution' to
the Irish national-
liberation struggle by
finally agreeing to
(under strong US & EEC
pressure) a snail's
pace reunification of
Ireland under the An-
glo-Irish Treaty pro-
visions (or an extens-
ion of them) may still
survive this bilious
Jingoist outburst from
the Thatcherite circl-
es,

But the poison of
Ramboism would only be

made more rampant, not 63



tamed,by such an enfo-
rced climb-down as Ir-
eland's reunification...

The TV censorship
didn't work this time,
~that is all that can
be said.

But the racist & in-
flammatory imperialist
hypocrisy poured forth
unchecked out of 90%
of the British printed
press and other natio-
nal media.

Howe's Goebbels-size
humbug about '"not int-
erfering with inquest-
jury impartiality" when
the entire capitalist
media monopolies have
non-stop been justify-
ing & praising the SAS
murderers, and rubbish-
ing the unarmed Sinn
Fein nationalists (as
well as the 'Spanish
whore' witnesses to
their cold-blooded as-
sassination), ——went
completely unchalleng-
ed by the whole of Br-
itish 'democracy' and

not Just the tame 'fr-
ee! press.

The Gibraltar kill-
ings were the work of
a fascist death-squad,~
and their accomplices
(both before & after
the fact)are the ent-
ire British Establish-
ment.

As valuable a wind-
fall as it was, the "De~
ath on the Rock" whist-
le-blowing was still a
very timid and very
feeble peep against a
swamp-tide of fascist-
Jingoist warmongering
£ilth which in recent
years has begun flood-
ing out of every Fleet
Street & broadcasting
sewer without except-
ion.

Whether the Anglo-
Irish Treaty!'s propos—~
ed retreat over Irela~
nd's reunification a]l-
so faces drowning in
this surge of reactio-
nary British national-
ism is, as stated,

still not clear,...

British nazi terror-
ists massacre Irish

in Belfast bar
This headline was
absent from reports in
the 'free' press(the
BBEC/ITV/Fleet Street
lie machine)about the
latest colonial out-
rage against Ireland.
The remmants of the
English & Scottish co-
lonists imposed by Br-
itish imperialism on
Ireland (in the 17th
century and subsequen-
tly) to pacify it,-only
get called 'British!
when capitalist propa-
ganda wished to stress
the "kith & kin" rela-

tions argument which
pretends that Ireland
cannot be reunited un-
til the "majority por-
ulation" wish it,-"and

70.May 18,1988
(Bulletin 444)

they choose"to remain
"British",etc.

And the fraud of
this further deception,
created by the artific-
jal partition of Ire-
land in 1921 to delib-
erately manufacture a
'British! majority in-
side the gerrymandered
borders of six count-
ies ripped out of Uls-
terts nine counties at
the point of Black &
Tan bayonets,-—cannot
of course "be gone in~
to now" as the TV qu-
estion-time always
puts it, because it wo-
uld expose imperialist
humbug even more plai-
nly.

So the hoax of 'Nor-
thern Ireland! ,-inven-

"

ted so as to accommod-
ate this bogus 'Brit-
ish majority!' stunt,-
continues to be used

to perpetuate the 1921

used fascist-putsch ta~ Sinn Fein any victory,

ctics to halt the Lib~

eral Government's Home

Rule for Ireland Bill.
The Orange capitalist

partition crime against mafia is now split into

Ireland; and the real

endless lumpen-nazi fa-

majority over the whole ctions, -their "united

island, which voted 80%
for Sinn Fein's indep-
endence programme in

the Irish general elec-
tions after World War I

(easily dwarfing the
'loyalist' union-with-

Britain manifesto pres-

ented & fought for by

the Orange colonists),-
continues to be ignored.

But when it comes to
the armed struggle for

national liberation (now

700 years old), the Re-
publicans are clearly
termed "Irish terror-
ists" or more likely
"Irish animals". Yet

when the fascist colon~

ists renew their pogr-

oms to try to cow total

independence aspirat-
ions once again, their
"Britishness" is sudd-

enly forgotten. This ph~
ony "majority" who all-

egedly "wish to remain
British" are suddenly

merely a "loyalist" ma-
Jority of "Northern Ir-

eland", - so that main-
land philistinism can
then go back to sleep
muttering "what could
anyone do with these

Irish who are always k-

illing each other over
religion", etc.

But the colonial-nazi

backlash,-despite the
truly mindless terror-

ist outrage at the week-
end when Union Jack lo-
vers sprayed a bar full

of people with bullets
Just for being Irish,-
is only a feeble echo
of the vicious Carson
rebellion by the Brit-
ish imperialist estab-
lishment in 1912 which
The t /fas{j. s{ {:r-
ror of 1mperialist po~
groms (against anyone

Irish)are never labeled

Empire" spirit now cru-
shed and hopelessly out
of date due to the real
terminal crisis of Bri-
tish imperialism's wor-
ldwide position compar-
ed to 1912.

The Unionist politic-
ians and the 'Unionist
community' are similar-
ly now just a sick an-
achronism with no fut-
ure, —their domineering
role already a thing of
the past, rapidly fading
from memory, and use, and
no longer with any agr-
eed fighting spirit on
anything.

The British imperial-
ist officer caste, which
mightily backed the mu-
tiny in 1912 against
Home Rule, is as react-
ionary as ever, but with
little sense of imperi-
al power any more(with
the exception of one or
two Gestapo-minded MI5
officers, and the odd
deranged police chief
or two).

And the Tory Party
grandees, who were beh-
ind Carson's illegal
blackmail-revolt to the
hilt in 1912, are still
Just as contemptuous
of any real democracy,
but with the Empire al-
most gone have lost
much of that feeling of
"a divine right to ru-
le" which so inspired
past British imperial-
ist intransigence and
bloody aggression.

Molyneaux's grubby
little plea to Haughey
for talks to soften the
blow to Orange pride of
the Anglo-Irish Treaty
provisions (for a Dublin
say in the affairs of
the occupied north of
Ireland), ~is much more

. // national-liberation mo-¢

P

== theIRA? =
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[/ "British" when they ha-:

symbolic now of the dw-
ppen.But when Ireland's, o

indling colonialist as-
vement fights back,they* cendancy than are the
are immediately termed Stray madmen assassins
"Irish terroriets", or ; of the Avenue Bar, Mill-
"Irish animals”,etc. * town Cemetery, Andersons-
,.town Road,or Gibraltar
massacres,or attempted
massacres.,
= The reality of the
Unionist collapse, plus
% the degenerate mindle-
% gsness of renewed nazi
terror by some pockets
z of demented British co-
= lonials,-will together
potentially turn the
“— hypocritical Treaty
into real moves for Ir-
eland's reunification,-
despite the mealy-
mouthed attempt to deny

. //

or any say in the new
arrangements their str-
uggle has forced onto
the West's maintenance
of capitalism in Irel-
and.(See ILWP Books
vol 8).

If Washington and the
EEC manipulate Western
public opinion into de-
manding that the Briti-
sh imperialist forces
really go after the Or-
ange-colonial fascist
terror gangs,-then the
final vestiges of the
"privileged community"
prestige around Union-
ism could disintegrate
completely, - leaving
behind nothing but a
sour wish to emigrate
from some prejudiced
die-hards, bitter end-
less squabbling among
others, and a general
resigned acceptance
that Ireland should at
last be reunited, and
independent.

The UVF thuggery, -
which has needed bols-
tering from National
Front fascists in Bri-
tain in recent months
to put on any kind of
show of force in the
occupied zone,- could
be wiped out in weeks
by the kind of sustai-
ned total military-
police-intelligence-
propaganda campaign
mounted against the
IRA over the last 20
Years by virtually the
entire might of the
British imperialist st-
ate.

And the pressures for
this to happen could be
enormous from the USA
in a presidential elec~
tion year with 40 mil-
lions claiming Irish-
American descent.

If the West is not
dragged into general-
ised war earlier than
expected (inter-imper—
ialist World War III)
by its insoluble econ-
omic crisis (of compet-
ing capital 'surpluses!)
which would immediately
transform all shortterm
perspectives, ~then the
Sinn Fein/IRA national
liberation triumph is
8till on course to ach-
ieve full (if totally
begrudged) independence
for Ireland(under reun-
ification),-via the Anglo
-Irish Treaty which the
movement's political &
military victories im-
posed on Western sens-
itivity to brutal Bri-
tish imperialism,

And the wretched Br-
itish nazi terrorists
at the Avenue Bar are
a fitting degenerate
symbol of that defeat.
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