





“Even Zhongnanhai (where
China’s leaders live and work)
and the Great Hall of the People
were attacked. This evil devel-
opment, inspired by an ex-
tremely small group of people,
was 3 criminal attempt to op-
pose the leadership of the Com-
munist Party and overthrow
the Socialist system.

“Faced with this violence, the
martial law command and offi-
cers and soldiers upheld the
endless, revolutionary spirit of
Chairman Deng.

“In order to protect the great
people’s republic. the wise con-
stitution and the magnificent
capital, the party’s central com-
mittee and State Council (Chi-
na’s top government body) and
party military commission de-
cided to take action to oppose
counter-revolutionary violence.

“Our martial law troops and
police of the capital and armed
police together adopted
effective action ... to end the
violence. In the struggle to pre-
serve the peace of the capital
and the whole country, they
achieved a great victory.”

The editorial said the action
showed that the army could be
counted on arid warned of more
stern measures if necessary.
“As for those who persist in
violence and beating and loot-
ing and burnings, our police
and troops cannot take a soft
approach.”

Another octogenarian vet-
eran, Mr Peng Zhen, issued a
lengthy statement calling for
unity of thinking to overcome
the “ideological confusion”.
Acts of “bourgeois liberalisa-
tion” violated the constitution
becanse China was a dictator-
ship of the working class, he
said.

Early yester-
day, it announced a ‘‘great vic-
tory” over the “thugs and crim-
inals”’ whose three-week
occupation of the square was
described as an attempt to over-
throw the socialist system.

But today the military said
the seizure of the square was
“just an initial, victory” and
predicted a long fight against
“dregs of society”. Beijing'’s
Mayor, Mr Chen Xitong, said in
a speech read on state televi-
sion: ‘““There is no turning back.
Do not take part in demonstra-
tions and countey-revolu-
tionary activities. ?

The detractors of the

Peoples Republic are living

in eloud cuckoo land. The

entire planet lives in con-

ditions of intermational

class war, and nothing else.
Until the final defeat wor-
ldwide of imperialism, then
the ultimate choice for all

mankind is, finally, only
either the dictatorship of

the bourgeoisie or the dic-

tatorship of the proletar-
jat. This was made abund-
antly and scientifically
clear by the entire lifes
work of Marx, Engels and
Lenin (see ILWP Books vols
3, 6, & T).

The historic triumph of
communist revolution in Ch-
ina in 1949 solved only the
problems of state power and
the broad political leader-
ship, — the Communist Party
at the head of the dictat-
orship of the proletariat.
It was not remotely possidb-
le for just the fact of the
revolution itself to come
anywhere near automatically
modernising the thinking of
1,000 million backward pec-
rle into scientific reas-
oning always confidently
striding forward.

The withering away of the
state under the first-ever
development of real mess-
participation democracy un-
der communist society is
still some distance away
and can only even begin to
flourish once the hostile
threatening disruption of
the incurable bourgeois-
imperialist trade-war and
arms race, and its accomp-
anying anti-communist pro-
paganda war,-—-&re a thing
of the past.

Meanwhile, the influent-
ial international forces of
bourgeois cultural achieve-
ment can only continue to
try to undermine relentless-
ly the confidence the int-
ernational proletariat has
in the communist cause and
in the existing workers st-
ates.

Inevitably, in the light
of jmperialisms continued
ability to appear to be th-
riving and taking human pr-
ogress forward with its te-
chnical-industrial achieve-
ments, and also in the light
of revisionist defeatism
(see ILWP Books vols 4,5,
and 13) in the thinking of
the socialist camp leader-
ship beginning to also help
undermine workers confiden-
ce worldwide in the future
of planned socialism, then
the progress of the workers
states was bound to be hap-
hazard.

Since the Cold War was
reimposed at the conclus-
ion of inter-imperialist
World War II, the CIA at
the head of imperialisms
reactionary rearguard act-
ion has been able to skil-
fully and lavishly organise
countless counter-revoluti-
onary campeigns, stunts,and
even putsches against the
socialist countries.

Now at the peak of the
Western inflationary boom,
the *free world' democrac-
ies are bound to be in a po-
sition to exert greater ph-
ilosophical and culiural
pressure than ever because
of capitalisms seemingly
effortless superiority in
consunmerism,That pressure

became a destabilising fl-
ood over some sectors of
Chinese studentsin recent
weeks. The colossal propag-
anda campaign for 'plural-
ism!, poured out worldwide
by the 'free'! West,will un-
doubtedly continue to have
a widespread misleading in-
fluence over wide sectors
of the populations of the
emerging socialist camp str-
uggling to match establish-
ed monopoly-imperialisms
achievements despite the
endleass Cold War embargoes
and sabotage against it.
Who were these counter-
revolutionary provocateurs
in Peking? A minority of
gilded youth plus a2 sinis—
ter echo of the CIAs anti-
commnigt master-plan -
Solidarnosc,disputing the
Partys authority.
& A view currently gaining
ground, enunciated by a senior
Hong Kong bureaucrat-cum-si-
nologist at the height of the
Beijing troubles last week, goes:
“You first have to recognise
who those Tienanmen Square
students were. They came from
five or six universities, and
thus from 13 or 14 main Beijing
high schools, where virtually
all the children are from the
families of senior cadres or
from the upper ranks of the mil-
itary.

“Then you have to recognise
that these students, part of
what has to be admitted is a
very real Chinese aristocracy
(one writer today refers to “one
of the most elaborate and perti-
nacious class systems in the
world” that exists in modern
China), want a variety of
things. They don’'t all want
what you and I regard as ‘de-
mocracy’. Some of them held up
posters of Mao. If life was hell-
ish under Mao, as the Western-
ers seem to think the students
are saying, then why do that?

“Next you have to wonder
what the majority of the Chi-
nese people in the countryside
want. This protest mbvement
has been urban, aristocratic,
organised by students who
have studied overseas and, to
the government's naive sur-
prise and dismay, have come
back home wanting change. But
do the peasants want change?
The 990 millions beyond Beijing
and Shanghai and Wuhan and
Canton? They've kept pretty
mute, have they not?

“All that has really been
highlighted by the protest is
that the Beijing government
has been naive, inflexible and
corrupt. Not that its ideological
message has been wrong, or ac-
tually unpopular. Just wrongly
interpreted, and poorly applied.

“The course the Chinese gov-
ernment has to follow now is
fairly clear. It has still to cleave
to its basic principles of social-
ism. It has to clean up its act,
halt the nepotism and so forth.
It has to be more aware of the
likely impact of the open door.
And it has to be firm.

Such is the message that the
more sensible leader-writers in
the Chinese press are beginning
to convey to the more sensible
readers (who are not necessar-
ily the same as those who, in
their tens of thousands, many
wearing Giordano-designed
“Democracy” T-shirts, listened
tearfully to local pop stars who
performed got up as Angela
Davis or in the hastily-assem-
bled uniforms of the Weather
Underground). And the mes-
sage is beginning to get across.

The Beijing Daily reported
the detention of 11 members of
the “Flying Tigers Brigade” of
motorcyclists, who toured the
capital in gangs of over 100 call-
ing for strikes at the steelworks
and rallying the city against the
expected entry of the military.

At a press conference oOn
Tiananmen Square last night,
the self-proclaimed Beijing In-

dependent Trade Union Federa-
tion announced its new charter
and called for members to sign

up.

The charter demands genu-
ine representation and partici-
pation in state affairs and the
right to supervise the work of
the Communist Party.

“It will be a completely au-
tonomous and democratic
union which everyone can join.
It won’t be a welfare organisa-
tion, but will voice the workers’
political and economic de-
mands,” one of the leaders de-
clared to applause.

In an interview, Mr Xiao De-
long, a maintenance worker at
Qinghua University and one of
the organisers, said that work-
ers who had joined without
signing their names had been
issued membership cards with
a number instead.

A message of support was
read out by Mr Steven Jolly, of
the British Labour Party Young
Socialists, and another from the
Canadian Labour Party.

“We believe China will never
be the same again. The people
have spoken. Socialism needs
democracy like the body needs
oxygen,” Mr Jolly said.
Branches of the union federa-
tion have already been set up
around the country. The Beij-
ing branch was officially
founded on May 19 and located
near the toilets behind the
grandstand in front of the For-
bidden City.

There a few dozen workers
have been camping out, selling
pamphlets and books and run-
ning a loudspeakers system
from a small generator. The
Beijing authorities again tried
to evict them yesterday.

One factory manager in Beij-
ing, who organised a three-day
strike, has already been
detained.

Students joined workers yes-
terday in marching to the Beij-
ing public security headquar-
ters to demand the release of
three leaders of the federation,
and later 1,000 people marched
to the Ministry of Public Secu-
rity but received no response.

Others
pleaded with us to tell the
world what happened. The



















































or the U.S.A.—in the freest democratic republics, an expres-
sion of the popular will, the sum total of the general deci-
sion of the people, the expression of the national will,
and so forth; or is the state a machine that enables the
capitalists of those countries to maintain their power over
the working class and the peasantry? That is the fundamental
question around which all political disputes all over the
world now centre. What do they say about Bolshevism? The
bourgeois press abuses the Bolsheviks. You will not find
a single newspaper that does not repeat the hackneyed
accusation that the Bolsheviks violate popular rule. If our
Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries in their simplig-
ity of heart (perhaps it is not simplicity, or perhaps it is
the simplicity which the proverb says is worse than robbery)
think that they discovered and invented the accusation that
the Bolsheviks have violated liberty and popular rule, they
are ludicrously mistaken. Today every one of the richest
newspapers in the richest countries, which spend tens of
millions on their distribution and disseminate bourgeois
lies and imperialist policy in tens of millions of copies—
every ‘one of these newspapers repeats these basic arguments
and accusations against Bolshevism, namely, that the
U.S.A., Britain and Switzerland are advanced states based
on popular rule, whereas the Bolshevik republic is a state of
bandits in which liberty is unknown, and that the Bolshe-
viks have violated the idea of popular rule and have even
gone so far as to disperse the Constituent Assembly. These
terrible accusations against the Bolsheviks are repeated all
over the world. These accusations lead us: directly to the
question—what is the state? In order to understand these
accusations, in order to study them and have a fully intel-
ligent attitude towards them, and not to examine them on
hearsay but with a firm opinion of our own, we must have
a clear idea of what the state is. We have before us capital-
ist states of every kind and all the theories in defence of
them which were created before the war. In order to answer
the question properly we must critically examine all these
theories and views.

I have already advised you to turn for help to Engels's
book The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the
State. This book says that every state in. which private
ownership of the land and means of production exists, in
which capital dominates, however democratic it may be,
is a capitalist state, a machine used by the capitalists to
keep the working class and the poor peasants in subjection;
while universal suffrage, a Constituent Assembly, a parlia-
ment are merely a form, a sort of promissory note, &hich
does not change the real state of affairs.

. The forms of domination of the state may vary: capital
manifests its power in one way where one form exists, and
in another way where another form exists—but essentially
the power is in the hands of capital, whether there are
voting qualifications or some other-rights or not, or whether
the republic is a democratic one or not—in fact, the more
democratic it is the cruder and more cynical is the rule of
capitalism. One of the most democratic republics In the

world is the United States of America, yet nowhere {and
those who have been there since 1905 probably know it)
is the power of capital, the power of a handful of multi-
millionaires over the whole of society, so crude and so
openly corrupt as in America. Once capital exists, it domi-
nates the whole of society,and no democratic republic, no
franchise can change its nature.

The democratic republic and universal suffrage were an
immense progressive advance as compared with feudalism:
they have enabled the.proletariat to achieve its present
unity and solidarity, to form those firm and disciplined ranks
which are waging a systematic struggle against capital.
There was nothing even approximately resembling this
among the peasant serfs, not to speak of the slaves. The
slaves, as we know, revolted, rioted, started civil wars,
but they could never create a class-conscious majority and
parties to lead the struggle, they could not clearly realise
what their aims were, and even in the most revolutionary
moments of history they were always pawns in the hands of
the ruling classes. The bourgeois republic, parliament, uni-
versal suffrage—all represent great progress from the stand-
point of the world development of society. Mankind moved

towards capitalism, and it was capitalism alone which,
thanks to urban culture, enabled the oppressed proletarian
class to become conscious of itself and to create the world
working-class movement, the millions of workers organised
all over the world in parties—the socialist parties which
are consciously leading the struggle of the masses. Without
parliamentarism, without an electoral system, this devel-
opment .of the working class would have been impossible.
That is why all these things have acquired such great im-
portance in the eyes of the broad masses of people. That is
why a radical change seems to be so difficult. It is not only.
the conscious hypocrites, scientists and priests that uphold
and defend the bourgeois Ii¢ that the state is free and that
it- is_its mission fo defend the interestsof all; so also do
a large number of people who sincerely adhere to the old
prejudices and who cannot understand the transition from
the old; capitalist society to socialism. Not only people
who are directly dependent on the bourgeoisie, not only
those who live under the yoke of capital or who have been
bribed by capital (there are a large number of all sorts of
scientists, artists, priests, etc., in the service of capital),
but even people who are simply under the sway of the
prejudice of bourgeois liberty, have taken up arms against
Bolshevism all over the world because when the Soviet
Republic was founded it rejected these bourgeois lies and
openly declared: you say your state is free, whereasin reali-
ty, as long as there is private property, your state, even if
it isa democratic republic, is nothing but a machine used
by the capitalists to suppress the workers, and the freer the
state, the more clearly is this expressed. Examples of this
are Switzerland in Europe and the United Statesin America.
Nowhere does capital rule so cynically and ruthlessly, and
nowhere is it so clearly apparent, ds in these countries,
although they are democratic republics, no matter how
prettily they are painted and notwithstanding all the talk
about labour democracy and the equality of all citizens.
The fact is that in'Switzerland and the United States capital
dominates, and every attempt of the workers to achieve the
slightest real improvement in their condition is immediately
met by civil war. There are fewer soldiers, a smaller stand-
ing army, in these countries—Switzerland has a militia and,
every Swiss has a gun at home, while in America there was
no standing.army until quite recently—<and so when there is
a strike the bourgeoisie arms, hires soldiery and suppresses
the strike; and nowhere is this suppréssion of the working-
class movemernt accompanied by such rithless severity as in
Switzerland and the U.S.A:, and nowhere does the influence
of capital in parliament manifest itself as powerfully as
in these countries. The power of capital is everything, the
stock exchange is everything, while parliament and elec-
tions are marionettes, puppets.... But the eyes of the workers
are being operied more and miore, and the idea of Soviet
government is spreading farther and farther afield, especial-
ly after the bloody carnage we have just experienced. The
necessity for a relentless war on-the capitalists is becoming
clearer and clearer to the working class.

Whatever guise a republic may assime, however demo-
cratic it may be, if it is a bourgeois republic, if it retains
private ownership of the land and factories, and if private
capital keeps the whole of society in wage-slavery, that is,

if the republic does not carry out what is proclaimed in
the Programme of our Party and in the Soviet Constitution,
then this state is a machine for the suppression of some
people by others. And we shall place Lhis machine in the
hands of the class that is to overthrow the power of capital.
Wae shall reject all the old prejudices about the state inean-
ing universal equality—for that is a fraud: as loug as there
is exploitation there cannot be equality. The landowner
cannot be the equal of the worker, or the hungry man
the equal of the full man. This machine called the state,
before which people bowed in superstitious awe, believing
the old tales that it means popular rule, tales which the
proletariat declares to be a bourgeois lie—this machine the
proletariat will smash. So far we have deprived the capital-
ists of this machine .and have taken it over. We shall use
this machine, or bludgeon, to destroy all exploitation.
And when the possibility of exploitation no longer exists
anywhere in the world, when there are no longer owners



of land and owners of factories, and when there is no longer
a situation in which some gorge while others starve, only
when the possibility of this no longer exists shall we con-
sign this machine to the scrap-heap. Then there will be no
state and no exploitation. Such is the view of our Communist

Party. First published in
y Pratde No. 15, January 1%, 1929

S. The present stage in the development of the international
communist movement is marked by the fact that in the vast major-
ity of capitalist countries, the proletariat’s preparations to effect
its dictatorship have not been completed, and, in many cases, have
not even been systematically begun. From this it does not, however,
follow that the proletarian revolution is impossible in the immedi-
ate future; it is perfectly possible, since the entire economic and
political situation is most inflammable and abounds in causes of a
sudden flare-up; the other condition for revolution, apart from the
proletariat’s preparedness, viz., a general state of crisis in all the
ruling and in all bourgeois parties, also exists. However, it does
follow that the Communist Parties’ current task consists not in
accelerating the revolution, but in intensifying the preparation of
the proletariat. On the other hand, the facts cited above from the
history of many socialist parties make it incumbent on us to see
that “‘recognition” of the dictatorship of the proletariat shall not
remain a mere matter of words.

Hence, from the point of view of the international proletarian
movement, it is the Communist parties’ principal task at the
present moment to unite the scattered Communist forces, to form a
single Communist Party in every country (or to reinforce or
renovate the already existing Party) in order to increase tenfold the
work of preparing the proletariat for the conquest of political
power — political power, moreover, in the form of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. The ordinary socialist work conducted by group:
and parties which recognise the dictatorship of the proletariat has
by no means undergone that fundamental reorganisation, that
fundamental renovation, which is essential before this work can be
considered communist work and adequate to the tasks to be
accomplished on the eve of proletarian dictatorship.

6. The proletariat’s conquest of political power does not put a
stop to its class struggle against the bourgeoisie; on the contrary, it
renders that struggle most widespread, intense and ruthless. Owing
to the extreme intensification ofthe struggle all groups, parties and
leaders in the working-class movement who have fully or partly
adopted the stand of reformism, of the * Centre”, etc., inevitably
side with the bourgeoisie or join the waverers, or else (what is the
most dangerous of all) land in the ranks of the unreliable friends
of the victorious proletariat. Hence, preparation for the dictator-
ship of the proletariat calls, not only for an intensification of the
struggle against reformist and *“ Centrist "’ tendencies, but also for a
change in the character of that struggle. The struggle cannot be
restricted to explaining the erroneousness of these tendencies; it
must unswervingly and ruthlessly expose any leader of the
working-class movement who reveals such tendencies, for otherwise
the proletariat cannot know who it will march with into the decisive
struggle against the bourgeoisie. This struggle is such that at any
moment it may — and actually does, as experience has shown —
substitute criticism with weapons for the weapon of criticism.
Any inconsistency or weakness in exposing those who show
themselves to be reformists or “Centrists” means directly
mncreasing the danger of the power of the proletariat being
overthrown by the bourgeoisie, which tomorrow will utilise for the
counter-revolution that which short-sighted people today see
merely as “‘theoretical difference”.

THESES ON COMINTERN FUNDAMENTAL TASKS July 1520 Ip the
pamphlet The Proletarian Revolution and the Renegade Kautsky,
which has just come off the press in Moscow and Petrograd, I
examine Kautsky’s views in detail. I shall try briefly to give the
substance of the point at issue, which has become the question of
the day for all the advanced capitalist countries.

The Scheidemanns and Kautskys speak about ‘‘pure
democracy” -and ‘“‘democracy” in gemeral for the purpose of
deceiving the people and concealing from them the bourgeois
character of present-day democracy. Let the bourgeoisie continue
to keep the entire apparatus of state power in their hands, let a
handful of exploiters continue to use the former, bourgeois, state

machine! Elections held in such circumstances are lauded by the:

bourgeoisie, for very good reasons, as being “free”, “equal”,
“democratic”” and ‘“‘universal”. Thesg words are designed to
conceal the truth, to conceal the fact that the means of production
and political power remain in the hands of the exploiters, and that

THESES ON COMINTERN FUNDAMENTAL TASKS

therefore real freedom and real equality for the exploited, that is,
for the vast majority of the population, are out of the question. It is
profitable and indispensable for the bourgeoisie to conceal from
the people the bourgeois character of modern democracy, to
picture it as democracy in general or “pure democracy”, and the
Scheidemanns and the Kautskys, repeating this, in practice
abandon the standpoint of the proletariat and side with the
bourgeoisie.

Marx and Engels in their last joint preface to the Communist
Manifesto (in 1872) considered it necessary specially to warn the
workers that the proletariat cannot simply lay hold of the ready-
made (that is, the bourgeois) state machine and wield it for its own
purpose, that it must smash it, break it up. The renegade Kautsky,
who has written a special pamphiet entitled The Dictatorship of the
Proletariat, concealed from the workers this most important
Marxist truth, utterly distorted Marxism, and, quite obviously, the
praise which Scheidemann and Co, showered on the pamphlet was
fully merited as praise by agents of the bourgeoisie for one swit-
ching to the side of the bourgeoisie.

It is sheer mockery of the working and exploited people to speak
of pure democracy, of democracy in general, of equality, freedom
and universal rights when the workers and all working people are
ili-fed, ill-clad, ruined and worn out not only as a result of capitalist
wage-slavery, but as a consequence of four years of predatory war,

' while the capitalists and profiteers remain in possession of the
“property”” usurped by them and the “ready-made” apparatus of

state power. This is-tantamount to.trampling on the basic truths of
Marxism which has taught the workers: you must take advantage
of bourgeois democracy which, compared with feudalism,
represents a great historical advance, but not for one minute must
you forget the bourgeois character of this ‘“democracy”, its
historically conditional and limited character. Never share the
“‘supetstitious belief” in the “state” and never forget that the state
even in the most democratic republic, and not only in a monarchy,
is simply a machine for the suppression of one class by another.

The bourgeoisie are compelled to be hypocritical and fo describe
as “popular government” or democracy in general, or pure
democracy, the (bourgeois) democratic republic which is, in
practice, the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, the dictatorship of the

exploiters over the working people. The Scheidemanns ana
Kautskys, the Austerlitzes and Renners (and now, to our regret,
with the help of Friedrich Adler) fall in line with this falsehood and
hypocrisy. But Marxists, Communists, expose this hypocrisy, and
tell the workers and the working people in general this frank and
straightforward truth: the democratic republic, the Constituent
Assembly, general elections, etc., are, in practice, the dictatorship
of the bourgeoisie, and for the emancipation of labour from the

yoke of capital there is no other way but to replace this dictatorship

with the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The dictatorship of the proletariat alone can emancipate
humanity from the oppression of capital, from the lies, falsehood
and hypocrisy of bourgeois democracy—democracy for the
rich—and establish democracy for the poor, that is, make the
blessings of democracy really accessible to the workers and poor
peasants, whereas now (even in the most democratic—
bourgeois—republic) the blessings of democracy are, in fact,
inaccessible to the vast majority of working people.

But why not reach this goal without the dictatorship of one
class? Why not switch directly to “‘pure’” democracy? So ask the
hypocritical friends of the bourgeoisie or the naive petty bourgeois
and philistines gulled by them.

And we reply: Because in any capitalist society the decisive say
lies with either the bourgeoisie or the proletariat, while the small
proprietors, inevitably, remain wavering, helpless, stupid dreamers
of “pure”, i.e., non-class or above-class, democracy. Because from
a society in which one class oppresses another there is no way out
other than through the dictatorship of the oppressed class. Because
the proletariat alone is capable of defeating the bourgeoisie, of
overthrowing them, being the sole class which capitalism has
united and “schooled”, and which is capable of drawing to its side
the wavering mass of the working population with a petty-
bourgeois way of life, of drawing them to its side or at least
““neutralising’’ them. Because only mealy-mouthed petty bourgeois
and philistines can dream—deceiving thereby both themselves and
the workers—of overthrowing capitalist oppression without a long
and difficult process of suppressing the resistance of the exploiters.

Pravda No. 2, January 3, 1919

. . i HIP " .
DEMOCRACY” AND DICTATORS Signed: N. Lenin
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¢ Government propaganda has
argued consistently that no one
was Kkilled in the square during
the crucial hour and a half
when the students were evacu-
ating. That may well be true.*

—-capitalist press admission, finally,
twelve days after the totally bogus

'massacre!

inching its way towards

this confession of utter ba-

nkruptcy (see previous two

Bulletins),- first by fail-
ing to suppress all the ev-
idence that it was obvious-

ly the anti-communists who
started the bloodshed in
Peking; and then by agree-

ing that all their predict-
ions about the regime's col-

lapse and an inter-army

conflict had been hopeless-—

ly misguided, admitting

that there had been so much

rumour-mongering that it
was now not even certain
that there had been a 'ma-
ssacre! at all.

This astonishing revelat-

ion is now accepted by the
senior Fleet Street corre-
spendent in Peking. In the
notorious 90-minute ‘'mass-
acre! on Tienanmen around
5 a.m. on Sunday morning

June 4 about which the wh-

ole world has been blitzkr—
ieged with Western disinfo-

rmation, not one person
died.
"That may well be true"

the Guardians John Gittings,

leader of the teyewitness!
pack, now allows,

This explosive admission
that the entire 'massacre!
furore whipped up against
the Chinese workers state

was not even based on a real
incident as well as crimin-
ally distorting the motives
and values of the regime as
it resisted insurrectionary
anarchy,~has not knocked the
wind out of Western anti-
commmist hysteria however.
Bourgeois 'free press'! de-
generacy has continued to
pile up the lies against
the Peoples Republic,-
especially dementedly by
the middle-class t'left! sw-
amp. The Murdoch press and
Zithe Trotskyites vie with
each other to see how much

on Tienanmen.

For days, the CIA-fed lie
machine (BBC,ITV,Fleet Str-
eet) has been traumatically

further they can bend the
truth in the wish to tota-

1ly discredit Marxist-Leni-

nist proletarian dictator-
ship power if possible.

First,the views are comp-
1e‘te1y4 ignored of the comm-
unist government of China,-

firmly established and wi-

dely supported (it must now

be admitted), representing
a quarter of mankind, its
oldest civilisation, and
undoubtedly the most diff-
icult country in the world
to govern, which the CPC
has done brilliantly since
completing its incredible
revolutionary triumph in

1949,-humiliatingly showing

up capitalist imperialisms
previous attempts at rumn-

ing the place, which produ-

ced only famine, disaster,.
and backwardness.

N the first official account

of the events on Tianan-

men Square on June 3 and

4, released yesterday,
China claims 100 troops and 100
civilians were killed, but none
in the square itself.

The report, drawn up by the
propaganda department of the
Beijing Party Committee and
carried by the New China News
Agency, describes the events as
“a shocking counter-revolu-
tionary rebellion”.

It says that troops moved
“cautiously” into the city to
restore order after martial law
was declared on May 20 but “a
certain small group of people
did not stop their efforts to cre-
ate unrest even for a single day
and didn’t swerve in the slight-
est degree from their purpose of
overturning the leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party”.

The report says these un-
named people prepared a list of
officials to be purged and
named the members of a new
government.

“They ensnared hooligans,
local ruffians and people with a
deep-seated hatred of the Com-
munist Party to cobble together
gangs known as ‘tiger contin-
gent,” ‘army of volunteers’ and
‘dare-to-die corps’. They plotted
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to arrest party and state lead-
ers, and seize political power in
a ‘Bastille-style attack,’ ” the
report says.

It says the aim was to orga-
nise armed forces and unite
with the Nationalists in Taiwan
to overthrow the party.

The next section paints the
soldiers as victims of the crowd
and says even ambulances car-
rying wounded soldiers were
prevented from leaving.

It says 180 military vehicles,
more than 40 armoured cars,
over 90 police cars, 80 buses and
40 other kinds of vehicles were
destroyed or burned.

“Ammunition was stolen,
nearly 100 soldiers and police-
men died and thousands were
wounded.

“The great losses suffered are
eloquent testimony to their
restraint and tolerance. Does
this not reflect that the army is
an army of the people and de-
fends the people at the cost of
its own life? Nevertheless, in
order to carry out their duty,
the martial law troops finally
were forced to fire on the
rioters. The result was that
some 100 civilians were Kkilled
and nearly 1,000 were injured.”

The report then goes on to
deny “rumours of ‘rivers of
blood’ ” flowing in the square.

“The facts are these; at
1.30 am on June 4 the Beijing
municipal government and the
martial law headquarters
issued an emergency nhotice

after troops entered Tiananmen
Square [to warn people to leave
the square] . . . The notice was
broadcast repeatedly for three
hours and most people in the
central square left after hearing
it. . . . At around 3 am the sit-in
demonstrators sent representa-
tives to the troops to express
their desire to withdraw and
this was welcomed by the
troops.

“At 4.30 am the martial law
headquarters broadcast the
following notice: ‘It is time to
clear the square and the mar-
tial law headquarters accepts
the request of the students to
withdraw.” After hearing this,
the students joined hands and
left the square in an orderly
manner at about 5 am. Troops
vacated a wide corridor in the
south-east part of the square to
allow the students to withdraw
unhindered.

“A few students who refused
to leave were forced to leave by
policemen. By 5.30 am, the
clearing operation of the
square, which had lasted only
half an hour, was complete.
During the whole process of
this clearing operation no one
died.”

Then the trick is to re-~
peat stale atrocity stories
plus deranged premature ob-
jtuaries of communist China

and the socialist world in
general, while making just
the odd admission that the
regime was not entirely
without a case to argue or
entirely unprovoked, but
then making sure to leave
more muddy doubts lurking
round government explanat—
ions.

THE historic events unfolding in China are
the most dramatic, but far from the only,
evidence that the dysamic of communism
— the 19th century 1deology which came of
age in this century to win control of both'the
largest countyy on earth and the most popu-
lous — has alf but run its course. The forces
of reaction in Peking may still suppress,
perhaps even for a considerable period, the
Chinese people, just as the Polish, Hungar-
ians, Czechs and many more have been
suppressed Jrr thew time. The 27th Army
and its ilk can prevent revolt from becom-
ing revolution, at least for a time. But for
communism to be seen so unequivocally
and so publicly as brutal reaction is a body
blow from which it will never recover.

For the rest of the world, communism has
ceased 1o be something to be adopted or
imitated; it has lost all connection with
change for the better or the best human
aspirations. It stands nakedly, in a heart-
land and not a satellite, for all that is worst
in human endeaveur. Communism, the
ideology that beganthis century as the wave
of the future, might not even be around in
any recognisable form for the start of the
next.

The failure of repression to produce
the economic goods and the success of free-
dom in doing that very thing is the fun-
damental reason why communism is
finished. But it will not die peacefully or
disappear gracefully.

Behind Chairman Mao’s mau-
soleum in the centre of the square,
students linked hands and sang the
Internationale. Soldiers mowed
them down with machine-gun fire,
row after row after row.

The soldiers chased down alley-
ways, cutting people down in their
path. Women holding babies were
shot. Old men were shot. People
looking out of windows were shot.

The mob cl-
imbed on to the tank, dragged out
the driver, beat him and set his
body aflame. The army left the
corpse dangling from the tank to
show other soldiers the cruelty of
the “counter-revolutionaries™.

Government propaganda has
argued consistently that no one
was killed in the square during
the crucial hour and a half

when the students were evacu-
ating. That may well be true.
Most people died that night
either because they were in the
way or by accident.

The figure of ten thousand
deaths seems far too high.

The government videos show
civilians burning troop trucks
in this area early on the eve-
ning of the 3rd, but there is
reason to believe that the time
sequence has been distorted,
and that the burnings took
place the next day after so
many people had been slaugh-
tered. But stones were thrown
and troops were roughed up.









alist system and then to ox.
ganise and take action acc~
ordingly. The one ingredi-
ent which Gorbachevism will
sow pretending that it is
even impossible for the So-
viet president to decide
which is revolution and wh-
ich is counter-revolution
despite having numerous so-
urces of a matchless supply
of up~to-the~minute and in-
gside information, - is dem~
oralised defeatism., What a
shallow bird-brained wally
this man is.

And hasn't Moscows infam~
ous revisionist tradition
trained its middle-class
sycophants well in the West.
Listen to this screaming
counter-revolutionary dia-
tribe from the Murdoch mon-
opoly-imperialist Sunday
Times, virtually urging ar-
med intervention against
the socialist camp, and al-
most in-ecstasy at the et-
ernity of class-collaborat-
ing with the affluent bour-
geoisie that could then be
conducted with a calm con-
acience by the treacherous
petty~bourgeois 'left!.

The crisis in the Soviet Union is
nothing less than the end of 1917.
It is not simply the end of Stalin-
ism, but also the end of Leninism.

The crisis in Eastern Europe,
which in the first instance was a
function of Gorbachev, brings to a
conclusion an era which began in
1945. And the events in China
draw to an end an era which com-
menced with the declaration of the
people’s republic in 1949.

It is the end of the era of revolu-
tion or, more precisely, the systems
which those revolutions gave rise
to. They had three main character-
istics. Economic development was
organised by means of a highly
centralised plan. The political sys-
tem was based on the dominance
of a single party over the life of the
state and society. And these soci-
eties existed in a state of remark-
able isolation and ghettoisation
from the rest of the world.

Up to a point, they worked, or at
least some of them worked. The
Soviet Union and China were °
transformed from conditions of
backwardness. But now, for some
two or three decades, it has been
clear, especially in the case of the
Soviet Union, that economic dyna-
mism has given way to stagnation
and sclerosis.

And the remarkable post-war
growth of the advanced capitalist

countries has thrown the failure of
the centralised economies into
sharp relief.

The disintegration of the
old communist orthodoxies is
proving to be the most dramatic
event of the post-war era.

The Chinese
events are a reminder that renewal
is not inevitable.

The Chinese government will
now seek to stabilise the country,
but things can never be the same

again. Just a few months ago, it
enjoyed enormous legitimacy.
Now, having turned its guns on its
own people in a manner which has
no equal even among comparable
outrages of the post-war period,
such as Hungary in 1956 and
Czechoslovakia in 1968, it faces a
profound and continuing crisis of
legitimacy.

Already we can begin to perceive
‘the most rudimentary outlines of
what a Gorbachev-style Soviet
Union might look like. It will no
longer be isolated from the world,
but integrated with it. [t will have a
mixed economy, with a significant
domestic and international private
sector. It will have a pluralistic pol-
itical system, with an independent
media, free trade unions and prob-
ably competing political parties.

In other words, we are talking
about a pluralistic, and in many
ways social-democratic, model.

The outlines of such a scenario
can be seen most clearly in Hun-
gary and Poland. Both are becom-
ing multi-party systems, both are
accepting the growth of a bur-
geoning private sector, and both
are moving rapidly towards a
closer economic and political
relationship with Western Europe.

Which brings us to the second

scenario: an authoritarian out-’
come, a Francoisation of some of

these societies. This would mean a
long-term regression into a poli-
tical system where ideology is less
prominent, but where force is
never far from the surface.

The possibility of such a regres-
sion is clear from the events in
China, and more generally from
the authoritarianism which has
been such a marked characteristic
ot these systems.

A combination of economic and
ethnic unrest in the Soviet Union
could provoke a virulent Russian
nationalism and a powerful move-
ment towards some kind of law-
and-order solution.

The West must not be a passive
bystander in these processes. Some
argue there is nothing we can do.
Others rub their hands in pleasure
at the problems. But we have a
powerful interest in what emerges.

To set out the potential scenar-
ios is to demonstrate that we have
the most to gain from the triumph
and success of the Gorbachev-style
forces in the communist world. We
should do what we can to encour-
age them. They will make these
countries and the world a better
place to live in.

Josef Goebbels? Norman Te-
bbitt? George Galloway? No
it's Martin Jacques, editor
of the CPGB flagship!Marx-
ism Today' (i!! - surely
the sickest deception on the
working class in the whole
of revisionisms rotten his-
tory, and one still subsid-
ised by Moscow. What a cri-
minal scandal).

But anything loathsome
that revisionist defeatism
can sink to, Trotskylsm can
do worse and with even less
pretend !'objectivity'. In

banner headlines that swall-
owed the CIAs propaganda-

bait hook, line and sinker,
the psychotic Sparts trump-

‘eted 'massacre'! and pawned

what little credibility th-
ey have on the capitalist
press stories being correct
that they openly used as

the sole basis for believing
what the imperialist media
wanted people to believe.

JUNE 6—Chinese Stalinism has pro-
voked a political revolution that may
well spell the doom of this bureau-
cratic, anti-worker regime. The massa-
cre of students and other protesters by
the despised Deng regime has brought
China to the brink of civil war. The
bloodletting, with victims numbering
perhaps in the thousands, did not suc-
ceed in intimidating the populace, Defi-
ant and heroic, the rebels marched out
of Beijing’s Tiananmen Square singing
the socialist workers anthem, the Jnter-
nationale.

The opportunist 'left!

-swamp is still falling for
this infantile deceptiow in

which the counter-revoluti-
onaries sang the song of wo-
rld socialist revolution to
confuse the Peking crowds
but clearly without the sl-
ightest interest in fight-
ing for world socialist re-
volution, but, on the contr-
ary despising the perspect-
ive heartily, - as their
anti-communist supporters
in fascist-individualist
Hong Kang have bluntly dem—
onstrated, - yet still sin-
ging the Internationale fox
sick theatrical effect, as
provocateurs will always do.

T was one of Hong Kong’s

most emotionally charged

moments of proximity to

the rebellion and subse-
quent state barbarism to the
north, in China.

The students in the field
wore the Benettonised gear
that Hong Kong’s youth cher-..
ises — splattered with T-
shirts showing the . face of
Chai Ling,  the 23-year-old
Bejing underground leader.

The anthem was written
and first performed by a
Band-Aid-style umbrella of
Hong Kong rock and pop
stars.

“Love, love the people;
Fight, fight for freedom,” it
goes, Yesterday, they pushed_
their hands into the air with
the peace/victory sign raised,
and coached grandparents
and little children as they
sang along.

The song was born four
weeks ago when almost
every rock entertainer along
that side of the Pacific Ocean
came to Hong Kong to join
300,000 people for concert
held in solidarity with the
students occupying Tianan-
men Square.

The concert organiser was
Hong Kong’s leading (radi-
cal, although highly success-

ful) film producer, Johnny
Shum. He has not touched
movies. for four weeks, pre-
ferring to become a bridge
between the Hong Kong
movement and the revolu-
tion on the mainland.

Copies of the Internation-
ale were distributed and a
man in a black T-shirt with a
clenched fist on it explamed
some: amendments: made in
Tiananmen Square. *“The In-
ternationale unites the
human: race” has become
“The Internationale is for de-
mocracy freedom and
equality”.

Undeterred by simple exp—
osure of the less-than-
subtle fraud of the anarch-
ist petty-bourgeois Inter-
nationale singers, the Sp-
art-Trot psychosis blund-
ers on to a full acceptance
of the most rabid fictions
invented by the capitalist
press,~and gives full acc-
reditation to these blat-
antly tainted sources.

There
havealready been clashes between army
units which support the youthful pro-
testers and those which support the
decrepit Deng regime.

Crowds applauded
sympathetlc troops as they moved into
the city to liberate the seat of the
Chinese -state from the butchers of
Tiananmen Square.

“Our Government
is already done with,” declared a young
worker as he stood, rock in hand, fac-
ing the soldiers that fateful bloody Sun-
day. But what government will replace
the corrupt and murderous Stalinist
clique? «

While pro-regime military forces still
occupy the center of Beijing, the rest of
the city is in the hands of insurgent
workers and students: “everywhere in
Beijing people reacted to the killings by
torching vehicles and creating- block-
ades. The troops only controlled a few
major thoroughfares, and elsewhere cit-
izens continued to control the streets”
(New York Times. 5 June). In the great
industrial metropolis of Shanghai, stu-
dent activists and militant workers have
set up barricades using buses, trucks and
cars. And a de facto general strike has
brought economic activity to a stand-
still. In the central industrial city of
Wuhan workers and students occupy a
strategic bridge over the Yangtze River,
a crucial transport link between north-
ern and southern China.

The crowds kept chanting, “The Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army must not fire on
the people,” and many of the soldiers
believe it. The PLA is now politically
split. The massacre was carried out by
one particular military unit, the 27th
Army, which was recently transferred
from Inner Mongolia to the capital. The
27th has long historic ties to the Deng
clique. Its commander is a relative of
Chinese president Yang Shangkun,
Deng’s deputy and a prime mover in the
suppression of the students’ protests:
Significantly, after the bloodbath the
27th Army has acted not as a conquer-
ing army but a besieged force. CBS
News (5 June) reported:

“The tanks are ranged in a particular
formation pointing in all directions.
Down below them on the highway,
below the overpass, are many trucks full
of troops. Now, this is clearly a defen-
sive formation that is set up not expect-
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Western petty-bourgeois
tdemocracy! illusions will
have to like it or lump it
as far as Chings unbeatable
proletarian dictatorship
path is concerned.

The firm course adopted
by the Chinese workers st-
ate in crushing the counter:
revolutionary opposition to
the communist partys lead-
ership role has created a
crigis for imperialism, not
the socialist camp.

Anti-Leninist propaganda
can scream hysterically
until it is blue in the
face but it is 'parliamen-
tary reformism! which will
be humiliated and frustra-
ted in the end, not the
dictatorship of the prole-
tariat.

The collapse of illusio-
ng in the alleged 'invinc-
ible success, strength,and
influence! of the so-called
'democratic way of life!
will drive half the middle-
class anti-China protesters
towards pacifism, and the
other half (particularly
the 'lefts!) towards fascs :
ism.

The whole of anti-Lenin- :
ist bourgeois opinion (inc-
luding the bogus ‘'revolut-
ivtnary' groups of Trots and
Euros) will either have to
accept proletarian-dictat-
orship China as an obvious-
ly irresistibly dominant
force on the entire future
development of world hist-
ory through increasingly
triumphant economic, polit-
ical and military influence
inspiring the worlds masses
ever-more-rapidly towards
commmist revolution. At
which point many of the va-
rious posturing 'socialist!
and 'democratic' tendencies
in Western society will qu~
ietly abandon their egoti-
stical political aggression
for a more pacifist 'peace
at any price! stance.

Or else the more ideolog-
ically psychotic elements
will have to try writ
off the Chinese nation (a
quarter of mankind) as bei-
ng 2 law unto themselves' or
being 'not relevant to the
rest of civilisations deve-
lopment! ,~which is pure ra-
cism, a not infrequent exp-
ression of the bitter anti-

proletarian class prejudice
which lies at the bottom of
all anti-Leninism.

In working itself up into
such a barren lather over
the exemplary authority and
maturity the Chinese work-
ers state has shown against
this wretched Western-inspi-
red provocation trying to
undermine communist party
rule, Western reaction has
indicated that a historical
watershed may be about to be
reached in the bourgeoisie's
century-long anti-communiat
crusade.

The beginnings of a tell-
tale pattern may be develo-
ping, Demented anti-commun-
ist prejudice had already
been utterly humiliated only
a couple of months ago by
making such a fool of its-
elf over Afghanistan, coun-
ting the chickens of count-
er-revolutionary 'victory!
before they had hatched and
contemptuously writing off
the Kabul regime whose tri-
umph, however, is now ass-
ured.

Neutral logic would sugg-
est that Western anti-
commnist reaction could
not be daft enough as to
make an even more catastr-
ophic misjudgment of the
viability of a workers st-
ate just a few months lat-
er.

But the dialectical hist-
ory of class-struggle logic
produces exactly such asto-
nishing phenomena. Not only
has petty-bourgeois preju-
dice against the dictator-
ship of the proletariat
stampeded the West into a
disastrous new misjudgment
about the fate of a workers
8%ate under counter-revol-
utionary pressure.lt waged
its reputation and sanity
on defeat for the peoples
republic of China of all plt
aces. And what is worse, it
has unleashed such a barra-
ge of propaganda distorti-
ons, emotional degeneracy,
and philosophical irration-
alism that everyone has
been sucked deeply into th-
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is particular anti-communi-
st crusade including every

last Trot and Euro group of
fake 'revolutionary' petty-
bourgeois, some of whom we-
re opportunistically smart

enough to not swallow comp-
letely the anti-Afghan dis-
information.

Not only has anti-commun-
ist hysteria 'done it again’
only weeks after being hum-
iliated by Kabul's easy tri-
umph over the West®s count-
er-revolutionary hopes; it
has rushed even more like
headless chickens than ever
before into its new disast-
er of getting China wrong.

Such a pattern of growing
hopelessness at understand-
ing what is going on in the
world implies a worldwide
bourgeois class which is
nearing the end of its te-~
ther,-collectively becom-
ing bankrupt and slowly
dying.

The naive assumptions
about the effortless econ-
cmic superiority of 'the
West! (the anti-communist
press, the 'left! swamp,
Sakharov & Co, etc) are the
silliest notion of- 411. The
world has already had its
historical period of 'capi-
talism everywhere!, and it
was a disaster of inter-
imperialist warmongering to
which there is no going
back. Socialist revolution
was precisely born out of
the desperate need for all
mankind to find a way out
of the monstrous impositi-
on on c¢ivilisation of Wor-
14 War T and World War II
plus literally hundreds of
colonial wars and lesser
wars both before, inbetwe-
en, and since these great-
er holocausts,plus a perm-
anent capitalist arms race
which is still going on ¢cl-
imbing to this very day,-
destroying economic hopes
all round the planet, and
unavoidably destined tow-
ards inter-imperialist Wor-
1d War III.

Nothing could be more in-
sane than the current Wes-
tern delusion that the so-
cialist states are cracking
up and that only a restor-
ation of the capitalist ma-
rket system can tavert dis-

aster'. Returning the soc-
ialist states to capitalism
would be the disaster for
mankind, - re-establishing
the imperialist bourgeois-

ie's worldwide dominance
over human affairs,and in-
evitably plunging the whole
planet back into warmonger-
ing turmoil and total deva~-
station as soon as the cut-
throat profiteering trade-
war had run its usual cour-
se towards all-out shooting
war, As it is, only half
the world faces that prosp-
ect, - and the existence of
the socialist camps enorm-
ously powerful progress
since 1917 stands out as
the one great hope for av-
ciding a complete warmong-
ering catastrophe for cap-
italism next time round, -
by offering the working ma—
sses the alternative of ma-
king the socialist revolut-
ion rather than blindly fo-
llowing their nationalist-
capitalist flags into WWIII,

Restoring capitalism is
also an idiotic argument
even as far as economics is
concerned,

The apparent 'democratic
affluence' of the leading
Western powers is nothing
but a gigantic fraud of im-
perialist exploitation. The
wealth and technological
progress is real enough.But
it is only achievable beca-
use the giant multi-nation-
al imperialist monopolies
exploit and dominate the en-
tire planet in their profit
eering advance., Its highest
expression is apparently
effortless 'democratic! af-
fluence; but its essential
reverse side is the pitiful
poverty and brutal exploit-
ation of the Third World fa
scist dictatorships operat-
ing under Western imperial-
ist protection. For every
despicable Kinnockite, Th-
atcherite, Tariq Aliite, or
Sakharovite cheering on the
'democratic achievements'
of the Western world, there
is a child-labour racket or
child-prostitution outrage
greasing the wheels of the
! free-market' commedity-pro—
ductivity pressure all over.
the backstreets and villa-
ges of Brazil, India, Pak-
istan, Bangkok, Phillipines
Egypt, Nigeria, Mexico,etc,
—duplicated a hundred times
around the Third World.

And when these anti-comm-
unists scream that the soc-
ialist states education and
welfare achievements are
not much to write home ab-
out (as Sakharov and the
anti-China hysteria have



been trying to do) ‘conside-
ring the appalling disadv-
antages of economic stagna-
tion',etc, - they are sim-
ply lying.

And so wilfully blind are
they (to the colossal econom-
ic, political, scientific,
and military achievements of
the USSR since 1917 despite
twice being devasted by im-
perialist intervention plus
non-stop counter-revclutio-
nary subversion and Cold
War hostility}  that logi-
cal argument is totally wa—
sted on anti-communism, Wh-
ich is where the dictator-
ship of the proletariat com-
es injy which is why the
anti~-commnist swamp is so
demented about the authori-
tative way in which the Ch~-
inese workers state has put
its foot down firmly on the
pro~-Western provocations un-
leashed{against socialist
Chinas brilliant achievem-
ents) by the destructive in-
fluences of phony capitalli-
st 'democracy!. Against the
dictatorship of the prolet-
ariat there is no further
argument, which is precis-
ely why materialist philos-

ophy has theoretically hi-
ghlighted such a power for
changing the world, and why
subjective-idealist opport-
unism so hates such a hist-
orical phenomenon.

To posture that the dict-
atorship of the proletariat
is a disastrous doomed cul=-
de~sac of huma development,
it is necessary to write
off the vast majority of
mankind (which is clearly ba-
cking the Chinese workers
states confident and effic-~
ient crushing of this triv-
ial counter-revolutionary
! pro-democracy! stunt try-
ing to restore capitalism;
which clearly supporis the
Kabul regime against the
massive Western destabili-
sation effort; and which
will ruthlessly crush the
Sakharovite counter-revolu—~
tionary excrescence (and
hopefully Gorbachevite rev-
isionism too) when 1t makes
its obnoxious provocative
bid to totally disrupt the
USSR shortly.)

Historically, it is the
last gasp for the 'pro-
democracy! delusion to meke
its petty-bourgeois indivi-
dualist stand against the
workers states of proletar-
ian dictatorship before the
much-admired Western world
finally plunges shortly in-
to the slump~crash turmoil
of capitalisms last great
economic fascist~warmonger—
ing crisis. With scores of
mini-Hitlers and Mussolinis
ranpaging around the 'free

world! soontrying through
fascist warmongering to di-
vert a commnist revolt ag-
ainst the mile-high and mo-
unting permanent-mass-unem-
ployment and depression.po-
verty ,~the deranged vormit
of Sakharov & Co that !'the
West is best' will convince
even dim-witted Gorbachevi-
tes that it is certifiable
and needs  locking up.
Chinas Sakharovs have fo-
rced the Chinese workers
state’s hand first, - possi-
bly thinking that the rott-
en recent revisionist rec—
ord of the Peking leadersh-
ip had made it ripe for co-
unter-revolutionary overth-
row. Some leaders indeed
had reached such a paralys-
ed revisionist-defeatist
condition that they were
ready to commit suicide by
'pluralist democracy' and
the restoration of capital-
ism. But the proletarian
dictatorship of the Chinese
workers state proved far

more sturdy and historical-
ly assured than the idiot
anti-commmist claque (from
Thatcher to Tariq Ali, the
Trots and the Furos) had fo-
olishly reckoned with their
CIA-fed nonsense about the
commmist partys !imminent
collapse!, etc.

The vast mass of China
supports the communists’
1949 seizure of power after
a heroic 20-year guerrilla
war struggle, and have had
their lives utterly trans-
formed by this historic re-
volution., This seems so ob-
vious that it is only very
sick persons (a minority of
anti-communist activists d-
ominating a passive indif-
ferent mass in the West)who
continue to deny the obvio-
us huge political implic-
ations of this reality.

Lenin in his very last
article (Better Pewer,But
Better; March 1923) referr-
ed in passing to this unan-
swerable demographic factor.

Can we save ourselves from the impending conflict with
these imperialist countries? May we hope that the internal
antagonisms and conflicts between the thriving imperialist

countries of the West and the

thriving imperialist countries

of the East will give us a second respite as they did the
first time, when the campaign of the West-European counter-
revolution in support of the Russian counter-revolution
broke down owing to the antagonisms in the camp of the
counter-revolutionaries of the West and the East, in the
camp of the Eastern and Western exploiters, in the camp

of Japan and the US.A.?
I think the reply to this

question should be that the

issue depends upon too many factors, and that the outcome
of the struggle as a whole can be forecast only because in
the long run capitalism itself is educating and training
the vast majority of the population of the globe for the

struggle.

In the last analysis, the outcome of the struggle will
be determined by the fact that Russia, India, China, etc.,
account for the overwhelming majority of the population
of the globe. And during the past few years it is this major-
ity that has been drawn into the struggle for emancipation
with extraordinary rapidity, so that in this respect there
cannot be the slightest doubt what the final outcome of the

world struggle will be. In this

sense, the complete victory of

socialism is fully and absolutely assured.

The Wests disgusting 'de-
mocratic! bourgeoisie and
its even more loathsome arm-
chair~-socialist 'left! sw-
amp will obviously try cl-
aiming that the proletarian
dictatorship outcomes of
the 1917 revolution and the
1949 revolution (plus all
the rest of the socialist
camp) are 'nothing to do
with socialism! or even 'n-
othing to do with Lenin';
but Lenins greatest theore-
tical achievement was his
understanding of the neces-
8ity of the dictatorship of
the proletariat as alone
being the vehicle capable
of taking the world socia-
list revolution through its
very difficult early decades
(being speculated upon here
by Lenin) on to the time
when the vast majority of

mankind had won its way,
arms in hand, out of the im-
perialist orbit. And Lenins
grasp of the scientific nec-
essity of world proletarian
revolution was & conscious-
ly aggressive communisgt~
materialist philosophy whi-
ch embraced indivisibly bo-
th the proletarian dictator-
ship concept and the invin-
cibility ultimately of the
vast masses of mankind (the
'Bast’, meaning the USSR, In-
dia, China, and all vast po-
pulations around and inbet-
ween). It was precisely
this current type of Chin-
ese workers state, relentle-
ssly rebutting imperialist
intervention, that Lenin had
in mind, based on the USSRs
own crucial experience of
crushing the Kronstadt an-

archist/petty-bourgeocis re-
volt and the Menshevik/Spc-
ialist-Revolution ary 'plu~
ralist' counter-revolution-
ary demands.

And this, of course, is
very well known to every
'left' swamp reptile in the
West, but it is also, of
course, more than their ro-
tten 'revolutionary' reput-
ations are worth to admit
it and have to hand Lenin
over to the real Leninists
(ILWP,etc). So the swamp
hovers between totally dis-
owning Lenin (CPGB,etc), and
trying to pretend that Len-
in was a petty-bourgeois
'pluralist! democratic-soc—
ialist (i.e. reformist and
anti-communist) twat like
they all are.

But the swamps bogus cl-
aims to Marxism-Leninism
are of no use either against
the irresistible historical
avalanche of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat as
brilliantly exemplified by
the Chinese workers stats.
Hence the psychotic/schizo-
phrenic hysteria of the en-
tire anti~communist swamp
from Thatcher to Tariq Ali.

The anti-China hysteria
is also a fraud from the
point of view of democracy
too, of course.

Democracy can only start
with the street committees
as apparently operate brill-
iantly in China (ju
from the scalded hate-filled
reaction of the West to the
unearthing, capture, and ha-
nding in of the fugitive
counter-revolutionaries by
the people of China).

The ILWP has endless dis-~
agreements with the allrou-
nd revisionist line pursued
by the CPC leadership in Che
ina and has no use or need
to justify the whole struc-
ture (of democratic develop—
ment in China with the ult-
imate commmnist aim of ach—
ieving the withering away
of the state a few generat-
ions hence under the abund-
ance of fully self-discipl-
ining communist society.)

But post-capitalist demo-
cracy can only start with .
street committees, and even
these must be led by convi-
nced and cepable communists.
Only when political and ec-
onomic developments have
enabled street committees
to effortlessly master all
the arts and sciences of
harmonious social upbring-
ing and development on a
local-issue level will they
be philosophically mature
enough to run industry-wide
and nation-wide affairs ef-
fortlessly too. But mean- 3
vhile communist revolution-



ary leadership alone can
play the vital cohesive

role in society.

The real democracy of pr—
oletarian dictatorship, ~
an infinitely more advanced
democracy than anything ac-
hievable under 'pluralism'
~ lies in the crucial nec-
essity for the revolution-
ary leadership to_convince
the proletariat at all tim—
es in every detail of the
overall correctness of the
communist policy and of
the all-important role of
the masses in communist
perspectives, - starting
with the absolute need to
get street committees work-
ing effectively immediately
to unite, reconcile, and
bring out the best in local
understanding of how to co~
llectively solve the probl-
emg of housing, education,
child upbringing, family
squabbles, work discipline,
social order, sport and re-
creation and other cultural

activities, etc, plus the
all-important matter of exp-
anding the political and ph-
Ilosophical horizons of the
mass of the people to coln-
cide their local activities
with the national develop~-
ment priorities and the int-
ernational political revol~
utionary requirements.

Anti-communist cynicism
will dismiss such street-
committee beginningsof real
democracy as either !insuf-
ferable domineering tutel-
age' or else as 'unwarrant-
ed interference in the do-
mestic affairs of ordinary
people! ,etc.

But the real domineering
mentality is all down to
these posturing 'pluralist!
democracy frauds whose who-
le racket is to rely on the
self-geeking elitism of bo-
urgeois anti-communist pr-
ess and TV brainwashing-pro-
paganda or else the philis~
tine individualism of the
petty-bourgeoisie (and of
the petty~bourgeois labour
movement under capitalism)
to maintin the precious
‘parliamentary democracy!
privileged world they cling
selfishly to under capital-
ism.

And what does this ‘'demo-
cracy' really do for lonely
and isolated old-age people
under capitalism; for brok-
en homes, delinquent famil-
ies and criminalised youth;
to stamp out prostitution,
alcoholism, drug abuse, and
mafia thuggery; or to over—
come the pitiful cultural
levels inflicted by capita-
list commercial 'newspapers'
lamd tentertainment! media?
3 All that 'democratic' cynic-

ism can do about all these
perpetual features of cap-
italisml 'free market'!' rat-
race of success versus pov-
erty is tc sneer at the so-
cialist camps hitherto un-
completed (because of insu-

» fficient revolutionary st-

rength and economic develo-—
pment) efforts to complet-
ely reorganise social and
productive life to eradica-
te for ever these appalling
blights on civilisations
landscape (and a mlllion
more besides),

It is not domineering tu-
telage to start organising
the total community social-
ly to give every help, enc-
ouragement and leadexrship
needed until there is not
one single problem family
remaining on eany street in
Britain{thereby immediately
beginning to solve every
'slum housing' problem in
Britain (on the basis that
there are no slum houses as
such, only slum faemilies),
every educational blackspot
problem, every cultural de-
cadence problem, etc) - on
the way towards economic re-
newal eventually providing
all the facilities present-
ly lacking for a complete
transformation of social
life in Britain. It is Just
tdemocratic! cynicism to
wonder whether or not peo-
ple should not be allowed
the 'freedom' to 'choose!
to fester aimlessly or to
re~educate their lives.

Similarly, it is only se-
1fish anarchy, not democra-
cy, to argue that people
have the 'right' to live
whatever sort of life they
wish, The truth is that un-
der the capitalist 'free m-
arket!, there has never
been any end in sight to
the winners-and-losers in-
evitable consequence of an
economic system fundamenta-
11y of exploitation by one
man of the labour of hundr-
eds (or thousands) of oth-
ers, which unavoidably then
degenerates repeatedly into
success and failure, into
get-up-and-go or down-and-
out, into respcnsible-law-
abiding or anti-social-ele-
ment, and finally into wor-~
thy-figurehead-of the democ-
ratic-way-of-life versus
criminal-communist-rabble-
rouser,-and,on the interna-
tional scale,defender-of-
democracy-and-international
human-rights versus dissol-
ute-scrounger-nation or co-
mmnist-terrorist-conspir-
acy,etc. In other words,al-
ways back to fascist civil
strife and inter-imperial~
ist warmongering.

No Leninisat can doubt the

record of the international
system of capitalist 'demo-
cracy' producing as much
poverty, exploitation, bru-
tality, and degeneracy now
as any time in history plus
even more destructive arms-—
race warmongering prepara-
tions and conflicts than

- ever before; and no Lenin-

ist can doubt the need to
unconditionally support the
regimes of proletarian dic-
tatorship in the face of
endless imperialist subver—
sion and hostility.

And it is only the revis-
ionist retreat from Lgnin-
ism which helped cloud and
confuse the appeal of the
socialist states in contra-
st to the incurably rotteén
record of the capitalist
system.

The artificial hysteria
vhipped up against the dic-
tatorship of the proletar-
iat in China is a sickness
for the capitalist system,
not for socialism. It sh-
ows that the final shatter—
ing crisis for anti-commun-
ism is well under way. It
is the demented misrepres-
entation and distorted an-
alysis of the Chinese wor-
kers state which is up a
blind alley,-not the logi-
cal, stable, creative and
brilliantly successful di-
ctatorship of the proleta-
riat.

A class-war struggle has
taken place in China, with
more workers-state soldi-
ers killed than anarchist
protesters. There is noth-
ing to judge in terms of
'violence'!. Tens of thous-
ands more are being killed
daily all round the world
by capitalist violence of
one form or another (fam-
ine, infant mortality, di-
seage, civil war, inter-
imperialist war, etc), -
including the suppression
of protests of various ki-
nds (from the Philippines
to Chile, from South Afri-
ca to Turkey, from Indone-
sia to Peru, from Palestine
to Guatemala, from Ireland
to Argentina, etc.). What
must be judged is who shou-
1d win,-the dictatorship of
the proletariat, or the ca-
pitalist-fascist anarchy
of 'parliamentary democracy’
worldwide? Or as Marxism~
Leninism repeatedly stated
the question: Either the

dictatorship of the prole-~

tariat. or else the dictat-
orship of the bourgeoisie.
There is no alternative.
By not supporting the dic-~:
tatorship of the proletar-
iat in China, the anti-
communist 'left' swamp is
willy-nilly supporting the

dictatorship of the Western
bourgeoisie, worldwide.

The charge that there
need not have been any vio-
lence at all in the recent
Chinese conflict is firstly
the most trivial hypocrit-
ical nonsense since it was
such a minor clash compared
to the past bloodbath his-
tory of China under imper-
ialist domination, and com-
pared to the truly colossal
slaughter in modern times
in anti-communist Third
World countries,not just
cheerfully condoned by the
West but actively encoura-
ged with imperialist arms
supplies, as the capital-
ist press itself admits
happened just a few years
ago in Indonesia.

Between October 1965 and
March 1966 around a million
people were killed and thou-
sands more imprisoned.

This military oligarchy ha$
striven to eliminate all oppo-
sition, imprisoning and tor-
turing tens of thousands of
people over the past 20 years.
Newspapers and books which
criticise the regime have
been banned, and trade
unlonscrushed

But while other despots
have been overthrown, Presi-
dent Suharto lives on, under
the economic and political
patronage of the western in-
dustrialised powers. .

One major aspect of this
patronage has been the sale
of military equipment which
still flows into Indonesia,
particularly from the US and
western Europe, despite the
brutality for which the Indo-
nesian military are
responsible. )

The US doubled its arms
trade with Indonesia and
massively increased military
aid to the Suharto govern-
ment following Communist
victories in Vietnam. -7

Meanwhile, the Suharto

government - is  in -«the
business of brutally expand-
ing. Indonesian ‘territory. In
1962, West Papua was eccu-
pied.and’ in December 1975
the:-Indonesian armed forees
launched . a- full-scale - inva-
sion - of the former :Portu-
guese colony, East Timor.
- Since then, East Timor has
been the scene of untold at-
trocities leading to the death
of 200,000 people,

Secondly it is an outra-
geous piece of humbug char-
ging the Chinese workers
state authorities with re-
spongibility for the wviol-
ence in any case, since they
clearly had spent seven we-
eks bending over backwards
to ayoid a clash with the
protesters, allowing their
own police and troops to
be frequently humiliated
as they tried to talk the
arrogant and ignorant ana-





















the reactionary students
movement has been put in
its place, the CPC has ex-—
hibited its own ideological
frajlty and lack of confid-
ent decisive leadership,-
allowing the Western media
to make an enormous anti-
commmist meal out of what
was always obviously a very
trivial cutlook among a min-
ority of the intelligentsia
supported by a few backward
workers(see past :Bulletins).

Predictably, this CIA~
orchestrated propaganda ag-
ainst the dictatorship of
the proletariat has harvea-
ted its usual crop of ignor
ant 'left! dupes among the
Western petty-bourgeoisie,
as well as setting up more
orthodox 'free world' midd-
le~-class opinion for anoth-
er humiliation.

No sooner had the painful
wounds of being hopelessly
wrong about the "imminent
success" of the Mojahedin
counter-revolution in Afgh-
anistan begun to heal (see
Bulletin 495,and others)
than the less circumspect
among the capitalist press
hysterics were screeching:
"Students scent victory",
etc,-meaning the overthrow
of the Chinese communist
party, and at last the fi-
rst real revolution for the
people of China, according
to the Guardian®s demented
senior correspondent.

The Western liberals res-
trained hatred of communism
was finally openly matched
by the reactionary student
circles in China as either
despair or cockiness fina-
11y brought out their true
colours.

Gone was all the !peace~
ful, friendly, brotherly-
love! facade of the earliest
capitalist-press reports of
the demonstrations in China,
and out came the effigies
of Deng and Li with nooses
around their necks, plus
fascist provocations claim~
ing the authority of Mao
and Zhou for "summoning the
present leadership +to the
grave," etc.

However wretched a revis-
ionist bureaucrat Premier
Li might be, the widely-
publicised caricature of him
bearing a nazi emblem,-carr-
ied without op?osition on
one Peking demonstration,
and spread all round Peking
University on wall posters,—
was a hallmark of the igno-
rant stupidity of the West-
ern consumerism corrupting
the minds of this reaction-
ary student movement.There
is no arguing with people
who cannot see the differ-
ence in the contributions
to civilisation historica~

11y made by the communist
movement since the 1840s,
and by the concentration
camps of Western imperial-
ism in its openly fascist-
dictatorship periods of
rule. The Stalin/Hitler eq-
uation is strictly for de-
generate morons. And while
Li as an individual commun-
ist leader may have all of
the vices of Staling pers-—
onality and none of its
virtues, Li's period of 'ru-
le!' is virtually non-exist-
ent. So what are the noocses
and nazi emblems about oth-
er than pure counter-revol-
utionary provocations?

No further explanation
need be sought either for
the 20-feet high replica
of the USAs statue of 1ib-
erty now cast in plaster-
of-paris rather than the
earlier and less substant-
ial polystyrene, and now
placed on Tienanmen Square
itself, the heart of the
Chinese Peoples Republic.
It is quite simply an out-
rage, which only the very
backward could fail to re-
tch at in the light of the
monstrous warmongering su-
ffering inflictéd on China
by US imperialist support
for the Kuomintang during
Chind's long civil war and
thereafter by the Cold War,
the Korean War, the Viet-
nam war, the refusal to al-
low China into the United
Nations, and the mainten-
ance to this day by US for-
ces of counter-revolution-
ary Chinese rearguards on
Taiwan, Quemoy, Matsu, and
other islands off the China
coast, etc.

But it is precisely great
backwardness that one is
dealing with in the 'left!
swamp which has yet again
fallen pathetically for the
tricks of Western bourgeois
propaganda. -

It is their fundamental
ignorance of Marxism~Lenin-
ism which leaves the fake
'left! homessly confused
about what to make of such
contradictory phemonena as
have been 'reported! from
China this past month. By
never starting from basic
materialist understanding
in the first place, the
swamp can only ever end up
in cloud-cuckoo land at the
finish,

Di§oriented by the fact
that it was the student yo-
uth of socialist China wh-
ich was demonstrating, and
even more by their singing
of the International as
they marched, the CPBML,for
example, immediately put 2
and 2 together and made in-
evitably 5 out of it.Their
absurd impressionistic con-

clusion: "What is going on
in China isn't anti-commun-
ist at all. It represents
mass dissatisfaction with
the cdpitalist measures of
the last decade under Deng
Hsiao Ping....China's work-
ing class resents the kow-
towing to foreign interests
that are anti-working cl-
assS....'Multi~party'! demo-
cracy is only what the me-
dia's men in China wish it
was all about...The lasi
few weeks have marked a re-
vival of the country!s rev—
olutionary spirit ameng
what is a quarter of human-
ity.....The crowds have beep
awesome yet gentle, and
good order has been mainta-
ined throughout by the or-
ganisations involved, This
is much more than 'spontan-'
eity! as the media quaintly
calls it..... Like the Chi-
nese, we could demand an
end %o autocracy" (the
CPBML ends, comparing the
government of the Chinese
workers state to the fasc-
ist-imperialist idiocy of
Thatcherism).

Out of the subjective fo-
1lies of nationalism and
revisionism, the Peking re-—
gime has often behaved out-
rageously. But to compare
the Chinese workers state
to British imperialism on
any grounds at all, on any
level, shows a diseased
mentality which can never
ultimately do anything oth~
er than make a complete
nonsense of reality.

And if 1,200 million Ch-
inese had really been beh-
ind this wretched petty-
bourgeois student protest,
as the CPEML implies, then
this 'revolutionary spirit!
could hardly have disappea~-
red virtually without trace
within a week of this rid-
iculous CPRML verdict.

How could a'handful of
corrupt geriatrics around
Deng', allegedly, have rou-
ted the 'revolutionary spi-
rit' of a quarter of human-
ity({which was supposedly on
the march behind the Statue
of Liberty-wielding petty-
bourgeois student circles)
without even a shot being
fired? And in less than a
week? It tock the entire
nationalist bourgeoisie and
feudal aristocracy of China,
backed by the entire might
of the imperialist werld,
from 1927 to 1949 to try to
subdue the 'revolutionary
spirit!of the masses of Ch-
ina when led by its commun~
ist party, and still they
failed hopelessly despite
countless holocaust-level
massacres.

In any case, these stud-
ent whinges about subjecti-

ve-idealist illusions in
(bourgeois) !freedom' and
'democracy! are completely
the wrong thing to be look-
ing for to challenge the

Deng regime with,- even as-

suming there was an atom

iof sincerity or plausibility

(which there isn't) in the

‘Peking student-circles pro-

tests.

A renewed communist-Len-
inist interest in trying to
progress from the present
revisionist muddle of the
Chinese workers state towa-
rds greater scientific so-
cialist dynamism would sur—
ely want to start with the
party of leadership itself
- to turn it towards becom-
ing a real Bolshevik van-
guard rather than have it
cancel itself out into pa-
rliamentary reformism, as
the daft Gorbachev is try-
ing to do.

As the Bulletin first ar-
gued e long time ago (see
IILWP Books vol 13), there is
a case for 'glasnost! of
sorts, but it lies in seri-
ous non-stop polemics from
the top of the party down-
wards in favour of Leninism
- & non-stop debate to be
had out in front of the en~
tire proletariat openly,-
with the ever-greater acti-
ve participation of ever-
wider sectors of workers
who genuinely want to take
part in the furtherance of
the world socialist revolu-
tion.

Under such a simple reg-
ime, no t'protest! need
ever be taken seriously ag-
ain., Either you want to be
heard because you have a
better suggestion of how to
aid the Mozambique revolut-
ion against the Western-
backed RNM fascists, or to
aid the Nicaraguan workers
state against the CIA mer-
cenaries and Contras, - or
you have no 'protest! worth
listening to about !'democr-
acy' or 'freedom' or what-
ever, against the proletari-
an dictatorship of the rev-
olutionary communist party.

As far as the clear rec-
ord shows (Lenin collected
works vols 24 to 33), Len-
inism consists of nothing
but that, - openly polemi-
cising about the best way
for the workers state to

survive imperialist encir-
clement and hostility whi-
le doing whatever possible
to further the world soci-
alist revolution ocutside.
If the dissident students
had anything worthwhile to
say at all, they could ha-
ve said just that. But
they said absolutely noth-
ing like that at all. They 39






ship' boasted by Solidarn-
osc quickly faded from the
scene completely as soon as
the 1-million strong party
put its foot down and arr-
ested a dozen trouble-makers,

The 'mighty Mojahedin re-
sistance! has crumbled just
as dramatically the moment
it was put to the real cou-
nter-revolutionary test,-
despite allegedly represen-
ting 'more than 90% of the
Afghan people'!,etc. And it
is still a good question to
ask: What happened to the
most notorious 'revolution!
of all against communism,-
the so-called 'Bungariah
Revolution' of 1956? Just
like all counter-revolut-
ions, - it quickly disapp-
eared without trace.

Real revolutions do no
such thing. They can be pu-
shed back, or temporarily
defeated, - possibly for de-
cades, But no socialist tre-
volutionary spirit! genuin-
ely representing the mass
interests of the proletar—
iat can ever do anything
other than struggle heroic-
ally forward.to eventual gl
orious triumph.

Leninism will eventually
return to the workers stat-
es to replace revisionisnm,
but only under the peaceful
influence of the continued
revolutionary expansion of
the world socialist movement,
- not as the consequence of
any proletarian revolt in-
side the socialist countri-
es. A new revolution would
only be on the cards there -
if there was a completed
counter-revolution to oust
the dictatorship of the pr—
oletariat and re-establish
bourgeois democracy,

In their stupld confusion
the CPBML Just like the re-
st of the Trot-Euro swamp,
are effectively Joining fo-
rces with Just such counter-
revolutionary influences,-
basically all inspired by
Western imperialism.,

But even when the misara-—
ble lumpen-emigres in Hong
Kong staged their first po—
litical demonstrations ever
fin honour of the Peking st-
udent circles) despite hav-
ing themselves lived under
no democracy of any kind
under a British imperialist
Governor and never having
complained about it, (such
are their natural fascist
sentiments) —— the British
tleft' swamp still failed
to smell a rat about these
protests in the Peoples Re-
public, - presumably due to
the stench of subjective-
idealist illusions and ind=-
ividualist opportunism al-
ready emanating from the

swamp.

Another view of how the
Trot-Euro swamp plays right
inte the hands of counter-
revolutionary reaction came
with Socialist Workers cov—=
erage of US imperialist pr-
essure on Panama’s Noriega
regime. It swallows hocak,
line, and sinker the cne
crucial point of CIA world-
wide propaganda output that
week:-namely that it was
vital for US imperialist in-
terests that the whole pla-
net should believe Noriega
was up to no good in Panama
and that therefore it was
0K for a US imperialist pu-
tsch to overthrow him, if
such a course of action was
eventually decided upon by
the White House.

So even while the SWP no-
ted the hypocrisy of US in-
terests in turning against
their former thug-stooge,
the paper completely fell
for the CIAs propaganda tr-
ap in accepting that Noriem
was behaving every bit as
badly at that moment as the
orchestrated Western media
were ‘reporting.

6 PRESIDENT BUSH has rushed

US troops to Panama and
backed opposition calls for a
one day general strike on
Wednesday in an attempt to
bring down the country’s
military leader, General Noriega.

*“They should do everything they can to
get Noriega out of office,’” said Bush.
““We'd like to see him out of there.””

His call came after opposition candidates
in last week’s election had been brutally
beaten by Noriega’s paramilitary force, the
Dignity Battalions, before the eyes of the
world’s press. .

The White House has known Norieg:
was a thug for years.

Last week Noriega overruled an elec-
tion which observers agreed opposition
candidate Guillermo Endara had won by
around three to one. He beat Noriega’s
candidate and business partner, arms
dealer Carlos Duque.

But Noriega has rigged elections and
used violence against his opponents befores

But this was a criminally
misleading impression to
convey. Noriega in no way

deserves or needs supporting

by the international prole-
tarian revolution; but when
his Panamanian nationalism
is under attack (the US im-
perialists only want him
out because he now asserts
Panama’s interests against
the dictates of Washington
but not because he has an
imperialist stooge-thug ba-
ckground) ,- then it is pl-
aying imperialisms game to
parrot current Western pro-
paganda about"Noriegds un-
democratic ways'

A1l the evidence in fact
points to as much manipula-
tion of the electoral pro-
cess by the new US stooge
Endara,and the § 10 million
used for subverting the
outcome by the CIA,as poin-
ts to Noriega's strongarm

tactics; and only the most
gullible anti-comminists of
the SWP school could swall-
ow whole the stunted-up We-
stern media stories that
Endara had 'won by 3 to 1!.
And the one bit of imperial-
ist propaganda that all
anti-imperialists should
have made certain they did
not fall for that week(that
Noriegds behaviour upsettin
the USA was only thuglike,
and nothing else, thereby
Justifying a US invasion),~
the SWP failed to avoid , -
thus aiding a US invasion
had the White House decided
upon that.

The straight bourgeois
press did better than its
tleft' petty-bourgeois imi-
tators at the anti-communist

SWP. The Observer wrote:

Sifficult to accept is the current
hype that he is the worst thing in the
Western  hemisphere  who, if not
immediately overthrown, jeopardises
democracy in the New World and vital
international trade routes.

Not so. It is a sad fact that through-
out Latin America there are regimes
much worse than Noriega’s: regimes
which have murdered, tortured and
imprisoned their citizens on a large
scale; mocked the civilised world for
decades with their atrocities; and used
terrorist tactics outside their borders
with abandon. It is an even sadder fact
that such regimes have benefited from
the benign neglect of Western democ-
racies or, indeed, were helped to
power by them. Why is General
Augusto Pinochet still there after
nearly 16 years in power in Chile? He
and his secret police have committed
bestialitics against their own people;
tortured a British surgeon because she
did her duty as a doctor; and blown up
a man and a woman, the latter an
American, in the embassy quarter of
Washington. But the Pinochet regime
has not been subject to a fraction of
the fury now being vented against
Noriega. Indeed the ‘Chilean model’ is
being held up by a number of
unhinged cconomists as some sort of
economic paradigm.

Why was General Alfredo Stroessner
allowed to keep Paraguayans in subjec-
tion while distributing drugs to the
world for 34 — ves 34! — vyears with-
e out any sanction against
him? Why were Duvalier
pére et fils given free

reign to plunder the
wretched  Haitians  for
decades? The chancel-

leries of the free world
maintained a  discreet
silence and the doughtiest
— 0 Western enemy faced by
poz%t the dictatorship in Port-
And why are huge amounts of West-
ern arms and diplomatic support still
guing to the army in El Salvador? That
army has been guilty of more individ-
ual murders and massacres over the
past 10 years than Manuel Noriega has
ever dreamt of. And why are the ter-
rorists who scek to overthrow the
clected Government of Nicaragua still
subsidised and their leaders given
every facility in Miami when the Pales-
tinian leader is denied access to the
UN General Assembly in New York> 2
The bourgeois-anarchist
cynics at Private Eye did
even better:
T HE RELUCTANCE of President

George Bush and his normally

gung-ho Pentagon chiefs to take
military action against General Manuel
Antonio Noriega of Panama is not based
on the physical difficulty of overcoming
the ragbag Panamanian defence force.

au-Prince was a British
novelist living on the
Cote d’Azur.

The fact is that Pineapple Face knows too
much about too many people involved in a cata-
logue of illegal US activities over the last 20
years. And the nanse at the top of Noriega’s list
is that of President Bush himself.

Even as late as 1985 Noriega was on a
US$200,000-a year emolument from the CIA.
His spying and dirty tricks activity had peaked
in the fate 1970s — a period when none other
than Bush was, as head of the agency, charged
by President Carter with “cleaning it up”.

Under Bush's watchful eye, the man the US
president now describes as “a bum” began run-
ning American weapons to the Sandinistas, ship-
ping banned US informatics technology to Cuba
and, most profitably, smuggling Colombian co-
caine to the US of A itself. It was also in this
period that Noriega began what became the
most effective undermining of US anti-drug
smuggling operations — he simply passed on
advance warnings of busts to the narco-barons.

The tin-pot dictator has been busy. As head
of Panamanian military intelligence — G-2 —
from 1970 to 1981, Noriega developed his cun-
ning and his taste for intrigue by building up
dossiers on anyone and everyone in the US mili-
tary and government. The dossiers started in the
carly 1970s, when as the majority shareholder
in the Ancon Inn, a brothel outside the Ameri-

can’s principal canal zone base, Noriega began
to collect blackmail material on officers who are
now at the top of the US miilitary tree.

In the late 1970s, through a close association
with senior CIA officers such as Nestor Sanchez
and Felix Rodriguez — both close friends of
Bush — Noriega got access to CIA files on US

officials’ personal and political problems.

The dossier on Bush, which has become one
of the fattest, was taken 1o Washington by Norie-
ga lfg[]gis first meeting with the then CIA chief
n .

US lawyers who represented Noriega in the
hearings that indicted him on drugs smuggling
charges last year said they had a file of docu-
ments amounting to “political dynamite™. There
is no reason 10 doubt them. Apart from casting
more light on the murmurings about Bush’s
extra-marital affairs, they may also show that
Washington, in cahoots with Noriega, was re-
sponsib%e for the mysterious plane crash that
kigléeld Tony’s predecessor, Omar Torrijos, in

The plan was believed to have been hatched
bg rightwingers at the Bush-directed CIA in
1979-80 in a fit of pique at President Carter's
canal treaty of 1977. The latter committed Wash-
ington to turning over complete contro} of the
waterway to Panama City in 1999, While it is al-
most certain that the CIA at least prepared op-
tion papers on the disposal of Torrijos, it would
make sense that any plan, if given the go-ahead,
was not executed until the Republicans — who
had always bittcrly opposed the treaty — were
in power.

By this time, of course, Bush was vice-presi-
dent and what Noriega has on him pre-1981
may be as nothing to what he knows about his
involvement in Contragate. Ollie North said at
his trial that he believed Bush not only knew
about the arms-for-hostages deal but was one of
the key instigators. However, without the docu-
ments mentioned at the trial — documents that
the former members of the Tower Cemmission
have admitted they didn’t see and Congress is
now demanding — this can't be proved.

Noriega could ~~ if he chose — shed a lot of
light on this. It was his offshore corporations
and banks that laundered Ollie’s cash from the
Ayatollah; he supplied end-user certificates for
weapons and helped arrange a few contributions
from the Medellin drug-smuggling cartel when
the Contras were running out of cash.

Most explosively of all, it seems that it was
Noriega’s coke smuggling routes and contacts
that were utilised by North’s buccaneers when

Tony's kind offer to assassinate the whole San-
dinista cabinet had to be turned down,

The 'left! swamp has a
lot to answer for in its
small-minded ignorance of
even the basic wisdom of
Marxist-Leninist anti-impe-
rialist struggle. British
imperialism thrives on only
the backwardness of the Br-
itish labour movement, the
key to which is the cover
(conscious or otherwise)
given to the Labour Party
cretins by the fake !'left!
swamp which systematically
wrecks workers potential
enthusiasm for scientific
socialism by its own swamp—
like muddled posturing of
'Marxism~Leninism! conceal-
ing nothing but the most
abysmal philistine opportun-
ist ignorance. Build Lenin-
ism. Spread the ILWP Bull-
etin.
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against imperialist couwnt-
er-revelution (regardless
of the non-stop criticisms
which have to be made of
the weak revisionist ideo-
logy of the socialist camp)
--=is a complete nowhere
position,

But nearly nine years la-
ter, the hoax 'Leninist!
sect has its foot more fir-
mly in its mouth than ever
before; or to be specific
its viciously middle-class
anti-communist subjectivism
came spewing back out like
a sever in its No 73 issue,~
full of hate-filled defeat~
ism about the anti-imperia-
list struggle, and incurab-
ly determined to blame the
workers states for this, in
typical fake 'ultra-left!

fa'Shlcfn' ”I‘he Afghan
Revolution — jooks like it is about
to be drowned in its own blood.
It gives us no pleasure to be
proved right about Afghanistan.
“say . WESEE
nothing healthy about a victory for
imperialism and black reaction.
s+ wsaasaresult
of Gorbachev’s treachery the Afg-
han revolution faces the most ago-
nising, loncly and barbaric of
deaths. The appeasement of Naji-
bullah and his fellow Parcham
opportunists will do no good....
_courting the counterrevolutiona-
ries will only foster demoralisation
and give the Mujahedin a sense of
imminent victory. .. . .
women will be subject to the most
appalling humiliations, trade
unions will be crushed and those
who object will be tortured and
sent to an infidel's grave. The
country will fall into the hands of
Islamic warlords who consider the
only good communist a hacked to
death communist. Whatever our
left groups say, once the Soviet
armed forces pulled out Afghanis-
tan’s descent into this reactionary
hell was more or less certain. ®

The 'Leninist! pretence
of having !'supported! the
Afghan Revolution if crit-

“ically! -is nonsense. In

L8

this armchair socialist
sects first publications,
they started out with dem-
oralised defeatism,-almost
maliciously gloating (bec-
ause of their, in-truth, dee~
ply anti-communist class
position) about "the exti-
nguishing of the flame of
the revolution" in Afghani-
stan immediately the Soviet
involvement in the anti-
imperialist struggle had
begun, ——adding gory atmos-
pherics about "facing death"
and "major amputations",ele.
But to anybody other than
fake 'revolutionary! acade~
mic hysterics, it was obvi-
ous that the major shift
in historic class forces(bo-
und up with the Afghan ev-
ents and the Soviet interv-
ention to confront imperia-

list-backed counter-revolu~—
tion),~ the fundamental es-
sence of real revolution,—
could not be so easily 'ex~
tinguished!, or ‘amputated’,
or 'faced with death’,

Not surprisingly, the cl-
osest thing to the blood-
curdling defeatism of the
fake 'left' is the equally
small-minded triumphalist
relish with which the rest
of the political petty-
bourgeoisie (typified by
rightwing journalists) have
also previously been greet-
ing the presumed phenomenon
of the Afghan Revolution
"about to be drowned in its
own blocd" (Copyright: The
Leninist MCMLXXXIX). Obvi-
ously they all share a fear
of the dictatorship of the
proletariat ever really com-
ing to power., From being
able to afford to drink in
the same Islington pubs un-
der the illusory sway of the
fag-end of the Reagan-That-
cher inflationary boom, the
right petty-bourgeocisie get
the Courage to boast of Ka-
bul's imminent demisej; whi-
le the 'left! petty-bourge-~
oisie lixuriate in pretended
trevolutionary indignation!
that their own claimed 'le-
ninist purity' had not been
lived up to by Kabul and
Moscow (while in reality de-
lighted to be spared the po-
tential social embarrassmernl
around Barnsbury of seriou-~
8ly having to defend uncon-
ditionally the PDPA regime
in all its conflicts with

they watch the retreat of
the Red Army rumbling
past them.

With just over three weeks
to go uhtil the last Soviet
soldier leaves, the Afghan
capital is paralysed by a fear
of what happens next.

At the heart of the tragedy are
the children--youngsters who
know neither hope nor despalir,
but live in the pathetic belief that
their elders will provide them at
least with a scrap of bread.

Yet bread is a commodity which
is running perilously short. Mobs
hesiege the strectside kiosks that
act as bakeries as soon as supplies
arrive.

A soldiet on guard duty was shot
dead yesterday as he tried to stem
the rush.

Old men and youngsters,
weakened by hunger and despair,
drop dead in the streets as they wait
for a last crust.

Slowly, but surely, the
Mujahadeen guerrillas are strang-
ling the capital with their rocket
attacks on food convoys, waiting
for their chance when the Russians
have gone to move in for the kill.

The only value the Red Army has
is to keep the Mujahadeen’s mur.
derous hands off Kabul's throats
for a few more days.

All westerners have been ordered
to fly out while they can. And
diplomats here are betting the Red
Army will be gone before their
February 15 deadline to avoid an
ugly scramble. ¥

But apart from randon We-

stern rockets killing innoc-

ent civilians every week in

Kabul, the capital has in

reality come under not the
slightest danger of a "rap-
id triumph for the Mujahid-
een", or of imagined avarchy,
Even more humiliatingly
for the CIA-duped 'free-
world! press, the vulnera-
ble frontier town Jalalabad
which was expected to coll~-
apse within hours after the

Feb 15 final Soviet pull-oub

imperialist<bourgeois influ- with scarcely a fight,-—is
ences,iwhile ruthlessly cr- in fact now counter-attack-

iticising revisionist weak-
nesses in Kabul and Moscow,)-
-the only real Leninist po-
sition). B

The language with which
the rightwing middle class
anticipated defeat for the
revolution in Afghanistan
was similarly emotive to
the fake 'despair! of the
'left! middle class, - much
more shallowly disturbed by
the general historical con-
sequences of class upheaval
than scientifically rational
about the cold hard facts

ing against the besieging
mercenaries,

And this month'!'s Fleet St

reet press reports tell an
entirely different story
about who is going to win

the class war in Afghanistan.
. ¢ In the city parks have been

X

> given over to pits for tanks
»and ammunition dumps, and
< trees have been felled to allow

= helicopters to land.

The city guards the route to

EPakistan through the Khyber

s Pass. It was said that it would

— fall within a matter of days, and

5 n. aay:
of the decisive internation- —@ Provisional Mujahideen

al balance of class forces.
Fleet Street wrote in Ja-
nuary the following about
Kabul itself ,(—never mind
such easy pickings as Jalal-
abad much closer to the Pa-
kistan frontier across whi-
ch the CIA-financed counter-
revolutionary mercenaries
were pouring.
HE cruel spectre of
starvation haunts
Kabul as frightened
families freeze for
hours in bread
queues, fighting for
rheagre rations as

their

; government would be set up

there.

But peasants were gathering
corn in the river valley yester-
day, and plying the dusty roads
of the city with their carts.

That the regime of President
Najibullah agreed to Western
journalists being flown in,
despite repeated refusals until
only last week, indicates Kabul
believes it has seized the initia-
tive in the contest for the city in
southern Afghanistan.

After a helicopter flight from
the capital, which was an epic in
itself, our party was deposited
unceremoniously in a wheat-
field on the north-west side of

the old city in the early
morning.

We were whisked past
emplacements which featured
T54 Russian tanks and anti-air-
craft guns lowered for firing
along the ground; these are the
preferred weapons for the close
defence of the city itself.

Behind them stood several
white villas, pitted and scarred,
their roofs caved in—once the
impressive seats of provincial
government.

“Dear journalists, you are
welcome,” said a dapper figure
clad in light khaki tank suit,
white shirt, and Paris designer-
label tie.

Mohamed Safar Khoarabi,
deputy governor of the city,
added: ‘““You have heard how
the Mujahideen claim to have
put the airport out of action, and

even set up part of their govern-
ment in.a suburb of the old city.
Now look for yourselves.”

The first stop of the tour ina
gently disintegrating bus was
the airport, to the east of the old
city, which had been reported:
cut off from time to time.

Every building had received a
direct or indirect hit from the
guerrillas’ heavy-calibre
rockets.

But the main apron and cen-
tral section of the runway
seemed in good repair, albeit
heavily pitted.

The blitheness with which we
were taken there indicates that
the government forces have
now pushed their outer perime-
ter defences to well beyond five
miles outside the town in sev-
eral directions, suggesting that
there have been some success-
ful recent counter-attacks.

‘““We have sustained up to
30,000 rockets on the airport in
one day,"” said a ferocious mous-
tachioed air force officer.
Clearly the Baron Munchausen
of the Caravanserai had been at
work, for this would have been
the firepower of an army for a
small campaign.

The officer in charge, Lt-Col
Jahan Gir, explained more
soberly that the airport could
now function in emergencies.
*“If we have to, we can get trans-
port planes in here, though most
supplies come by road,’” he said.

A more overall picture was
given at a briefing by the two
commanders at Jalalabad, Col-
Gen Mohamed Azef Delawar,
who is C-in-C, Eastern Front,
and the Governor, Lt-Gen Man-
ouk Mangal.

The governor said it was five
days short of a year since the
Soviet garrison handed over the


















Bush's wardrums reply to
catastrophic !'free~world!
setbacks in the East

The humiliation for the
Weat!s counter-revolutions

in Afghanistan and Cambodia

are the real world-shatter-
ing headlines,—not the tr-

ivial excesses of spent re-

actionary bourgeois think-
ing by Polish peasdnts, Ba-
1tic nazi-nationalists, or

Chinese intelligentsia (how-

ever clumsily they are dea-
1t with by socialist camp
revisionism's painful igno-
rance of Leninism - see
TLWP Books vol 13).

Yet again, US imperialism

sees the need to desperate-
1y try reasserting itself,-
starting in the Americas,
but also including Germenys
revolt inside NATO(eee sec—~
ond story).

The capitalist presss own
admissions once more supply
the best proof that it is
military defeats for react-
ion(e.g.in Afghanistan and
Cambodia)which ultimately
alone can stop imperialist
warmongering and counter-
revolutionary intrigue,-not
the ridiculous !peaceful
settlementt illusions of
Gorbachevism (see ILWP Boo-
ks vol 11).

13 OR a week now, the

FAfghan-watching indus-

try has debated an inter-
esting but irrelevant question:

did Benazir Bhutto order the

rebel Mojahedin to attack the

eastern city of Jalalabad early
in March?

The issue is irrelevant, be-
cause the answer is already
known. She did not order the
attack, because she had no
power to do so. And even if she
had given the order, the Moja-
hedin would almost certainly
have ignored it.

The debate started when the
New York Times reported that
the Prime Minister, along with
civilian and military advisers,
gave the go-ahead to the attack.
The decision was said to have
been taken in a meeting
attended by the US Ambassa-
dor, Mr Robert OQakley, on
March 5. The rebels launched
their attack on March 6.

The dates, or rather their
proximity, are crucial. For no-
body who has observed the
rebel leadership in action,
could believe it capable of orga-
nising a light lunch, let alone a
strategic offensive, in 24 hours.

It is much more likely that
the meeting was a briefing at

54 Which Ms Bhutto et al were in-
formed that an attack was

about to be launched. Indeed, it
is now known that the first,
successful part of the campaign
- the capture of the fortress of
Samarkhel — was the result of
prolonged negotiations, rather
than a frontal assauit.

What happened next exposed
the woeful inadequacy of the
Mojahedin in conventional
fighting. Inspired by the fall of
Samarkhel, one of the groups
rushed forward to Jalalabad
airport, to be cut to ribbons in
the minefields and by the con-
centrated heavy fire of the de-
fenders, And ever since the
rebels have been bogged down
around the city perimeter, tak-
ing appalling punishment from
the air and from the superior
groundfire of the Kabul troops.

The battle for Jalalabad is
not, yet, a debacle for the Moja-
hedin.....

Others say that the defences
are as strong as ever, that the
blockade is incomplete, and
that every day adds to the gov-
ernment’s confidence and saps
the credibility of the rebels.
Even if the city falls, they say, it
will be at appalling cost in civil-
ian and Mojahedin lives.

What is beyond doubt is that
the military and political bal-
ance in Afghanistan looks star-
tlingly different compared with
the view on February 15, when
the last Soviet soldier retired
over the Oxus River.

With troops digging
in around government build-
ings, President Najibullah de-
clared an emergency and West-
ern diplomats fled. In Pakistan,
rebel leaders were preparing
their alternative government,
and predicting the collapse of
the godless communist regime
in a matter of weeks.

It was in those heady circum-
stances that it was decided to
give the process a hefty nudge,
by attacking Jalalabad. Captur-
ing the city, it was argued,
would also boost the prospects
of the fledgling Mojahedin gov-
ernment in gaining world rec-
ognition, especially by the Is-
lamic Organisation Conference,
due to meet in March.

Even so, the decision to
attack was strongly disputed by
several of the Pakistan-based
groups, who predicted that
large-scale civilian casualties,
inevitable in an attack on a city
of 70,000, would cost them
dearly in public support.

But the militants won the ar-
gument, with the crucial back-
ing of the Pakistan military in-
telligence, the ISI, and the
hawks in the US State Depart-
ment and Pentagon (including
Mr Oakley). Their strategic
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view of Afghanistan remains
steadfastly unaltered by the
Soviet withdrawal. Dr Najibul-
lah remains a Moscow puppet,
and must be removed before
the Afghans decide their future.
In this line of argument, the
conflict remains a liberation
struggle, not a civil war.

But a couple of months later,
there has been precious little
liberation for the suffering sur-
vivors of the 10-year battle for
Afghanistan. The Najibullah
government is confident, - al-
most cocky, telling journalists
that the battle for Jalalabad is
all but over, that the once-par-
lous supply of munitions and
essential commodities has been
restored, and that more and
more rebels are seeking an ac-
commodation with Kabul.

In Pakistan, the Mojahedin’s
government has still to show
signs of animation let alone au-
thority. The air is thick with
recrimination and doubt and
Kabul Radio is gaining new au-
diences with its daily message
that Dr Najibullah is now the
true nationalist, fighting for
Afghan independence against
foreign-backed invaders.

On the diplomatic front, Mos-
cow and Kabul made little head-
way in last week’s UN security
council debate. The Kabul For-
eign Minister, Mr Abdul Wakil,
could not persuade the council
to make a resolution on Paki-
stan ““aggression™.

But elsewhere, according to
well-informed sources here and
in Kabul, diplomatic pressures
on Pakistan are emerging, espe-
cially in Iran and China.

Tehran, anxious to improve
relations with Moscow as a
source of arms and pressure on
Iragq, is said to be discouraging
the Iran-based Shi'a Mojahedin
from reaching a rapprochement
with the rebels in Pakistan.
There have been persistent ac-
counts of negotiations between
the Shi’a groups and the Kabul
regime. Any deal which
emerged would be an enormous
bonus for Dr Najibullah. ,

China too, is said to be press-
ing the case for a negotiated
settlement of the war. As one of
Pakistan’s arms suppliers, and
a crucial potential ally in any
confrontation with India, Beij-
ing has much diplomatic lever-
age in Islamabad.

All of this amounts to a di-
lemma for the Pakistani Gov-
ernment, and in particular for
Ms Bhutto, who favours the
earliest possible end to the
fighting and the repatriation of
the three million or more
Afghan refugees in Pakistan.

It has been clear from the
outset that her fragile democ-
racy depends heavily on the
army, which has ruled Pakistan
for most of its 41 years. That
support in turn is conditional
on non-interference with the

military establishment and,
most crucially, with the con-
duct of the Afghanistan war.

In effect, that means the ISI,
not the government, is in
charge of military policy, as
well as the allocation of US
arms and cash to the rebels.
The head of the service, Lieu-
tenant-General Hamid Gul, is
the last surviving proponent of
the messianic vision of the late
dictator, General Mohammed
Zia ul-Hag, that Pakistan and
the Mojahedin together could
contrive a great Islamic victory.

Gen Gul is known to believe
that the Soviet Union, in the
throes of perestroika and mind-
ful of the growth of Islam in the
Central Asian republics north
of the Oxus, would not interfere
with the Mojahedin’s march on
Kabul, even if that march was
spearheaded, as some of the loo-
nier fundamentalists want, by
Pakistan tanks. His short-term
problem is that the Mojahedin
are not marching anywhere.

In early March, the ISI chief
let it be known that Jalalabad
would fall in a few days. Now,
the message is that the decision
to attack was a mistake by the
government. In other words,
don't blame us, we were only
obeying orders.

This version is treated with
derision by most close observ-
ers. They say that Ms Bhutto
was under immense pressure at
the start of March to recognise
the Mojahedin government-in-
exile.

Both she and her Foreign
Minister, Mr Sahabzada Yaqub
Khan, strongly resisted, on the
grounds that recognition would
strip the last veil from Paki-
stan’s claim to neutrality. Not
only would it be a clear breach
of last year’s Geneva Accords,
they said, it would be patently
absurd to recognise a govern-
ment which could not even op-
erate on the soil it claimed.

This was taken as the signal
to capture a major city for use
as a temporary base for the “in-
terim’” government. Jalalabad,
close to the border and ¢om-
manding the highway to Kabul,
was to be the target. And, when
it refused to fall, the Prime Min-
ister, not the ISI or the Mojahe-
din, was to be the scapegoat.

RESIDENT BUSH yester-

day warned the Soviet

Union that he was hold-
ing it fesponsible for any ob-
stacles to Washington’s aim
that Central America should
move towards free-market
democracy.

In a major policy statement,
the President said his policy for
Latin America was “the tri-
umph of two great ideas — free
government and free enter-
prise” and made it clear that he
was judging the sincerity of
President Gorbachev’s ‘“new












The West wants war

Gorbachev's revisionist  Rame-calling arguments, -
idiocy that the capitalist the real pimmacle of the in-
system has"accepted the need curable drive to warmonger-
to live in peace with the ing inseparable from all ca-
rest of the world" has never pitalist economic crisis wh-
looked sicker. ich, in turn, is itself in-

The entire Middle East soluble, plunging unstoppa-
from Lebanon, Occupied Pal- bly towards all-out trade-
estine, and Jordan in the war and slump, and then mi-
Near East to Afghanistan and litary conflict, based on
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discipline, and kmow-how,—-
German imperialism is alrea~
dy once again the most pow-
erful and feared voice in
the West. And its shared au-
thority within the overall
NATQ Cold War nuclear policy
is growing with every pass-
ing year as the German econ-
omy steadily .outstrips the*
rest of the West.

Bonn's "disarmament" stan-

Versailles Treaty whose sav-
age reparations prepared the
ground for World War IT dir-
ectly out of the !'peace!
that was supposed to have
settled World War I) which
gives US {mperialism the co-
nstitutional right virtuéii&
to permanently dictate what
its forces will do inside
Germany and what German for-
ces will be limited from do-

the Pakistan borders of the
Indian sub-continent is be-
ing relentlessly screwed up
towards explosive internat-
ional conflict which will
already make the Gulf War
look like childs play, its-
elf one of the longest and
bloodiest conflagrations
this century and still un-
resolved {and unresclvable).

As well as liberal suppl-
ies of Western arms to the
' free world! favourites in
all these confrontations,

US imperialism is incredibly
54111 pouring yet more mili-
tary and other aid into such
degenerate failures as the

West's disruption programmes
on the borders of Kampuchea
and Nicaragua using washed-
up counter-revolutionaries.

And the Thatcher regime
moved heaven and earth to
undercut the French regime
in winning ghoulish contra-
cts to supply the loathsome
fascist-feudal Saudi tyranny
(and its neighbouring auto-
cratic stooge states) with
the biggest arms deal in hi-
story worth ££ billions.

And the proliferating nazi-
warmongering use of all the-
se weapons made available to
the West's "friends" (how-
ever disreputable) in the
cause of anti-communism, -
is made gratvhically cleax
by the disgusting tie-up in
Paris between the Thatcher-
protected racist psychopaths
in South Africa and the Or-
ange-fascist British colon-
ists occupying parts of Ir-
eland's province of Ulster

( pretending to be Irishmen
as they wave Union Jacks in
support of the SAS's death-
squad tactics for murdering
the real Irish population,--
trying to continue the ori-
ginal Black and Tan terror-
ism to maintain a 'British
majority! within a ripped-
out Oécupied Zome.)
Meanwhile, even more dra-—
matically, the Western imp-
erialist "allies" themselves
are now seriously falling
out to a background of open
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the iron laws of Marxist-
Leninist science of free-
market anarchy and !surplus!
monopoly-capital. (See ILWP
Perspectives pp 5-8).
Appropriately, German imp-
erizlism is arguing once ag-
ain with Anglo-Saxon imperi-
alism about "how best to gu-
erantee Buropean security”
and about the "proper level
and type of armaments in the
continent", ~ exactly the
same superficial matters wh-
ich gave the appearance of
eventually "leading to war"
in 1914 and again in 1939.
In reality of course, both
of these world wars were ac-—
tually about irreconcilable
trade-war conflicts,-effect~
ively over who was to be the
dominant imperialist econom-

_ic power in the world, the

Germans or the Anglo-~Saxons.
Deep down, it is exactly the
same conflict this time.

The particular form the
row is taking at the moment
exactly reflects the power-
ful new factors which since
1945 have overshadowed the
deadly and unending inter-
imperialist rivalry, - the
unconquerable strategic mi-
ght now of the Soviet soci-
alist camp; and its specif-
ic influence on Germany it-
self, now divided into a ca-
pitalist half and a social-
ist half.

The current pro-disarmam-
ent stance being adopted by
the Bonn revanchists should

fool no one. German imperia-
lism can no more change its
aggressive-competitive spots
than any other imperialist
bourgeoisie, and has not
done so. The German capital-
ist state has stealthily be-
come the most powerful cont-
inental armed forces within
NATO in all but nuclear mat-
ters (in public at least),-
second in prestige and infl-

uence only to US imperialism -insulting one to Germany's

itself which still dominates
— Jjuat - by the sheer size
of its financial commitment

to the arms race. But for mi-post-1945 settlement(with

litary quality, confidence,

ce over the short-range bat- ing. (4 similar constitutio-
tlefield nuclear weapons wi- nal diktat from Washington
thin NATO is a cunning way humiliates Japan and is a

of appealing to the West prime cause of an identical
German electorate for popul- resentment there against in-
ar support to undermine US g&lo-Saxon domination,-with
and British domination of potentially even more explo-
NATO still further but with- 8ive consequences ultimate-
out being seen,-at this st~ 1y because of Japan's even
age,~ to be clamouring for greater economic independen-
more German fingers on the ce(and even superiority) come
nuclear triggers,(and a gre- pared to ageing crisis-ridd-
ater German say in the re- en Western imperialism.)
newal contracts for the luc- The German monopoly bourg-

- rative 'modernisation' pro- eoisie has not the slightest

cess for short-range nuclear interest in disarmament, no
weapons), — which would be 'more than any other bourge-
regarded badly throughout oisie. But in its complicat-
Europe, and could sink Gorb- ed diplomatic rivalry with
achev,-the West's best fri- the rest of the imperialist
end in Moscow. camp which denies Germany

So the sly progeny of the its rightful leadership role
Thousand Year Reich choose Wwithin the capitalist system
at this moment to present (and potentially threatens
their dislike of being used Germany when the trade-war
as NATOs nuclear doormat by comes to all-out military
unreliable Washington policy and political confrontation),
beyond Bomn's control,-and —-then it can easily suit
of being left out of the pr- Bonns cause, as now, to sud-
ofitable and strategically denly play the 'peace! card
vital direct nuclear manage- to totally wrong-foot Wash-
ment,-—-as a publicly procl- ington and Londan.
aimed wish for Western (and = Germany wants to be the
Soviet) disarmament from strongest power, just like
this particular US atomic ~any other imperialist bourg-
weapons monopoly, eoisie,~ not in order to do-

Particularly irksome for minate the Soviet Union (a
the German bourgeoisie is dream long since abandoned,
NATOs present strategic plan as it has been by the rest
of fighting a bogus» "conta~ of the West) but in order to
inment! war against the non- dominate its capitalist riv-
existent 'threat of Soviet 2als when trade-war inevitab-
massive conventional-forces 1ly becomes shooting war aga-
invasion of West EBurope! by in. Eventually that position
wiping out the whole of Ger- of strength would be best
many where all the short- accomplished with nuclear
range nuclear weapons poss— WwWeapons too,-or whatever is
essed by both sides would be the most lethal death-deal-:
bound to fall. ing equivalent at the time;-

While Bonn is as aware as but meanwhile it suits Bomfs
the rest of the West that rivalry with the other NATQ
the notion of Soviet expans- powers to play the non-nucl-
ionism is a nonsensical myth,ear card for the: moment.
the prospect of nmuclear arm- That the aim andspirit of
ageddon on German soil is ne-all this !'disarmament! argu-
vertheless an wmmerving and ing has nothing whatever to
do with 'peace! or !friend-
very sensitive national pri- ship' is obvious from the
de, and an uncomfortable re- bitter hatreds and conflicts
minder of the humiliating which this whole process is
unleashing. If there was
its echoes of the notorious Just the faintest trace of











